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May it pleaſe Your oaks. _ 

TAKE chis occaſion, as 1 ſhall 
every other, of publicly ayowing the 
honour I bear you: although with little 
advantage to you, or diſtinction to my- 
ſelf; unleſs merely in the manner of 
profeſſing that veneration and eſteem, 
which is borne you, alike, by every mats 
of this nation; where you are juſtly 


conſidered as a public parent, equally 


loved and honoured.” How well you 
are entitled to this appellation, will ſuf 
ficiently appear, when it is remembred; 
N under G obs chis hatien 
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a then TRE. 
| pute and falutary fountain, from whenes 
j "al that thirſted might. draw and drink; | 
and did ſo, by. many thouſands a day; 
to the ſaving | of och 2 "multitude of 
lives, as will. be utterly incredible "with. 4 4 
poſterity, . + 4.0 £08 ORE 5 4 
ſeen in your advancement to this high 
: | Ration). that Providence, which bath 
remarkably bleſſed you with very un- 
0 domman vigour, both of body and mind, 


_ to you, and you to us! And may you F 
conclude your bleſſed life, as you have \ 
led it, after. the example of me N 3 


and SAVIOUR, ace good, 


Tas end, and this e we all 
ſhould have in view, in all our purposes, 
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5 selig lege 40d ange. 
5 ing erpence, to cliabliſh the * e 
* worſhip of God in his capital, in a 
warthy of it, together with the captares 
_ preſſed in his attendance upon it, naturally fg. 
get this teflexion to the thinking reader: If 
the eſtabliſhmeat of the divine worlkip, and 
attendance upon it, were then of ſuch inefti- 
mable value, and incredible delight, amidit'the 
Pn of all worldly glory and N 
hat can have ſunk both fo low, in the . 
mation of the preſcar ; age, that few men, of high - 
condition, are found to have any regard 
either? Aud our wondcr increaſes, when we 
ind, upon inquiry, that the ſetting apart one da 
as a day of reſt from the labour 
lite, and a day of attendance upon the public 
worſhip of Gop, is a practice of ſuch great anti- 
quity, and univerſal extent throughout the an- 
tient world, that learned men baye Juſtly con- 
46 1 | 2 43 es 


t a duty Ago 


2 ready well. known, . by: = 
ee # holy*.- And 
tacd in > e "by "finding 


C CN i dem and et, and 

| * nctelſy to A *well-bcing of the 
And dect th — 9 7 — to 
| 2 . withouriet this in- 
= the growing Trace of mankind would 
© ever haye atrained tothe ftrength and perfection 
Feen of their animal nstüre; EP all the reaſon 
mn the world to believe, that the Jabouri part 
of mankind (which are ak leaſt: Muery-nine in 
a ae would not other wiſe li our half 
their a der frengrh would them be lite- 
2 labour und ſorrow; they could live but a 
very little time, and they would ſpend even the - 
c they did live, in added miſery ; and at the 
ſt have” abundant reaſon to take up 'Facob's 
complaint (before Pharaoh) in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, 
Nu and evil baut been the days of the years If 
i pile ringe. And, as for the higher orders 
- of men, if any ſuch could fubſilt in ſilch'a ftarc 
1 (as I am well ſatisfied they could not) 
they would, however, ſubſiſt to no higher or 
nobler ar oh the W 1 * _ ce 
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+ » of Pope Wesen. 
_ FoRASMUCH, then, as this co and ig 
evidently of divine N * 
pottance to mankind; Can there be matter of 
more aſtoniſhment to a thinkiag man, hang io 
ſſee this iaſtitution ſo openly, ſo n, pro- - 3 
aged, in fo ſerious and wiſe à nan as . » 2 
dy almoſt all offers and degrees of meg amongit . | | 
us? But elpecially thoſe d Mgher Tonditions * 
. called, The better ſoft g/and'by.them as \* 9 
 andavoycdly deſpiſed ad trampled unde ot: 
2s if the command 'were/revelled to them, ng 
they were bound in conſcience to remember. ge 
Sabbath- day, only in order t profane it; to 
ſactifice it to eve vice, and every vanity, that 
comes into their hearts! inſomuch that every 
good Chriſtian may now take up Feremuab's 
lainenration, + with very little, change: e 
ways of: Sion do mourn, becauſe nane come ta the 
 folemn_ feaſts : all ber gates are deſatare 3 ber 
prieſts figh-—ber adverſaries are the chief, 
ber enemies proſper ;. for the Lord hath aſicteu 
ber — the adverſaries ſaw ber, and did mock _ 
at her Sabbaths. .. And therefore I hope it ma 
be deemed matter of no ſmall moment, to in- 
-quire ſeriouſly into the cauſes and conſequences 


of this calawitggg. _ 
ge of this evil is Pride. 
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Now one main ſource 
I an humble heatt, gratitude naturally x | 
pace with the bleſſings beſtowed upon its and, 
of conſequence, the piety of a good man riſes 
and expands, in proportion to hisinlargement 
and <xaltation :. whereas, in, un MOR: 


# # 


25 r piety; or gratitude to Go p, where every 


Pr e 98 they live 


8 diy a he i ticerally,' and, ſtrictiy, 
"i 2 The 
Bath, Wag B left us theie ttue character: 


IT . neither js God in all his rhanght 
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O e ter NU 


the etre in the Aitett contrary.” (Every ſucceſs; 


3 to man of that make, is the effect of his ow n 


wildomny atideycty advantage, the reward of his 
Den Merit: conſecuently, there can be no room 


2 is excluded. And therefore, o 

Far are” ſuch me © hops. tRankful to rhelre 

Maker, for heros.” advantages they. 
in the 


, as if they Herily believed Gop did not 


oft! And the 


that be capeth: nor for God; 

By a long 
die of devotion, and open neglect of divine 
-worthip;' he gradually forgers every duty he owes 
bis Maker ; "and; when he hath for Tome time 


dud; 


wy ts jo 


| habituared bitWelf to live without Gov in the 
word, be then begins to doubt his very exiſtence; 

due then begins to forget, that in him unt iiur, 
nee, and e our being.” And thus the 
naeglett of Goos public worſhip naturally leads 


from one degree of e 6 another; *_ 


i end in arheifm. - 
Bor pride is not the only ede this 


evil its ſources are various: the neceſſary avo- 
- Grion of buſineſs is pleaded by ſoipe- men of 


ofcſfiong;*whom Þam-very anwilling 


[-- — Tone 
- t6'tehifure; and the care of health, by ſome of 


can attend all drher affemblies of mankind, 


ar "all" hours' of the day” and night, where the 
74 | | , — danger | 


8 ſex? of Whom it is rematkable, tliat 


1 1645 until theit minds were properly i Spe 


> 11 beitet, "i 


* ris manifellly greater. A. as mo jt 
e alſemblics fall 4 the 13 7 G the „ - 
the Ie ban kept in them confound 


worſhip. is flept away, and the duty they owe 


ge crificed to vanity and the World. 
Zur one ſure. we oa ſource of 
ſpirie of irreligion, 275 neglet of the pub 
worſhip of Go, is. Ttavelliag; 
IIł is the common jnfirmity "or people, — 
tuns, to imagine that the n the 
children is never FORE, until the * 4 N 
the world, as they call it; not 's the 
altogether ungrounded : their gtrot is, that they 
think they cannot too ſoon harry them into Ks 
and they ſucceed accordingly. . For, heiß 7 
ſet out, catly, young, 15 * 
cipled, and uninformed, i 
reign faſhions, vanities, SN Naeh 


they are carly imbucd with them all. . Nor is i 
poſſible it ſhould be other Wiſe, when they 13 
only fitted to converſe with the giddy, the f 

the lihertine part of the world, whom they 
can learn nothing elſe: the conſequence of 
. which is, that ſenſual pleaſures, foreign 
peries, amuſements, and luxuries, become the 
buſineſs of their lives for ever alter z, where 
would patents wait until their ſons were of riper | 


. 
ad, 


calight.acd with liberal e 1. 
752 — of virtue, and true regs 
upon the ſame foundation ; hey wou * th 
"fitted to converſe with * . 
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of time; and ſo the next day's hour of mM 2 4 
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part of the world they viſited ; to. obſerve their 
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mannetsz and to be improved by their vittue 


and wildoing if they hac any; and, if they had 
one, to de amended even by their vices, and 


| iowa by their folly and ignorance. 


Non is this all-+for, being early ſent out 
.. countries whete 2 religion diffcrenr from | 
own is F 55 conſequently where they 
Ahe public worſhip of Gop, 


they acquire any habits of neglecting his public 


Dorſhi and, if they ure not attended with. 
Toe e men of a teliglous character (which 


2 Veky rarely che caſt), they acquire carly habits 


"af neglecting. all che divine ordinances, until 


religion becomes uo patt of their buſineſs, ne/- 


"ther 4s God in all their thoughts. And chus it 


comes 10 paſs, rhar, returning home, in this con- 


es, as their travelling airs, and foreign fop- 
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les intitle hem to lead the faſhion in other 


Vanitics; ſo alſo, in this vileſt of all abomina- 


tions, the forſakiig the aſſemblits of the ſaints z 
"meretly A the public worſhip, and de- 
rhef God: the conſequences of 
Which are lamentable every way. For, whereas 
the Scriptures are, under Go, the true and 
only ſure ſource of virtue, the fountain head of 
"every thing that is exalted and excellent in our 
" nature, for want of having theſe great ideas per- 
petually excited and revived'in their minds, by 


ures conſtantly read in the Church, they 
ually and daily Janguiſh in their ſouk, until 
* Teng 1 are utterly effaced and loſt, They 
w_ | 


- | r 
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. to the public Prayers, and hearing the 
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J Pvnric Woneniy, ' af _Þ 
are id the condition of thols deal Nie belt 
long abſent from Rome, have complaiged; "that = 
their ideas, both of painting and ftacuary, gradu- 
ally decayed, and degenerated; in them, "for" - 
want of having them perpetually renewed" there,” 
by thoſe nobleſt originals of their arts. If thels” 
our travellipg gentry had the fame ſagennty, 
am ſute they migſit, with equal Juſtice, cm. 
plain, that they gradually funk ifico, ſenſe, ank 
mean, groveliag ſelfich ſentiments :" that thelx+ = 
ideas of every thing refined, and amiable, k 
excellent, gradually” decayed and died withirr - 
them, in proportion. to their ablence from thus 
public worſbip ot Gp; in proportion to er 
abſence from thoſe moſt edifying, moſt amending, 
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and moſt cnobling lectures of Heavemy vom | 
weekly, and daily publiſhed in the Church; in 1 
Hymns and Pſalms, the Liturgy and Litany, in J 
the Epiſtles and Goſpels, and Leſſons of the day. | 
_ IT is ſtrange an ſhocking,” to ſee how theſe 
men delude themſelves to their utter ruin. 
They have heard, that charity is the great and 
overning principle of the Chriſtfan Religions - | 
ad they imagine, that, if they have that, they . .. Þ 
have every thing: and they delude themſelves A 
to. think they Have that, When they can talk 
Fare of what they think equivalent to ir, 
hamaairy. and ſocial ſentiments. They ate men 
- fond of the praiſes of virtue, but ſtrangers to tie 
power of it (as one of its late greateſt enemies | 
is well known to have written Rhapſodies and 
Panegyrics upon it). They have the terms 
 Hapane and Benevolent, © perperually in their 
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mouths; but they rarely reach their hearts, The 
terms ate indeed ſufficiently ſpecious; but, in 
2 mere ſounding 70 and tinkling m- 
has, 'fubſtiruced i into Te place of Chriſtian cha- 
5 * pringiple from which no other could 
reſtrain. us from; believing their hearts utterly 
eſtranged... op By they think themſelves humane, 
28 ues add one ſiugle mite to the week) 
and monthly collections of the Church, (in a 
other Chriſtian regions of the earth but this, 2000 | 
E the beginning of Chriſtianity in the world, 


ſureſt, The beſt-judged, and. beſt-conduted 
by which all the Wants and diſtreſſes of 
humanity are ordinarily telieved and ſupplied 
In the ſociety; and many of them ſo relleved, 
and only ſo felieved, even here *? Can they 
think themſelves friends to virtue, who delibe- | 
Ws decline the nobleſt aids and incitements ta 
it; the public and united ſupplications of the 
faithful to the throne of Gov, for grace and 
guidance to enlighten their ſouls, and incline 
their hearts to every ſocial and Chriſtian virtue; 
to every office of humanity, to every impulſe of 
charity, and every praiſe and practice of piety? 
Can they ſeriouſly think themſelves friends to 
irtue, who decline theſe aids and incitements to 
and diſcourage the hopes of ineſtimable 
rewards in heaven? Can they think themſelves 
benevolent, who, by ſteadily abſenting them- 
delves from the public worſhip of Gop, do all 


that in them licth, to baniſh all Ave and: reyes 
. e by briefs 
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© of Punirc Woss nis. ay” 
rence of Him from the carthl to efface and to 
blot out true Religion from the hearts of men! 
true Religion, the only ſure cement of ſociety's 
the true, and, let me add, the only ſure fountain 
of glory to Cad on high, and oy; earth peace, 


1 


d-will towards men. 
Bur, ſuppoſe theſe men had chayity, they 
little know the nature of Religion, Who take 
that to be the whole of it: for clarity reſpect 
only our duty to our neighboe and the duties 
we owe to Gob, and to outfelvyes; are as truly. 
eſſentials of Religion, as chatity; and thoſe e 
owe to Gop, are the baſis af the whole 
TRE y know little of Religion who do not 
know, that the ſettiug apart tated times ſor the 
public worſhip of God, and attending conſtantly 
upon it, is eſſential to the very being of Religion 
in the world; and therefore, when Gop declares 
to his people by the mouth of his prophet, Rel. 
xx. 19, 20.) I am the Lora thy God, he imme 4 
diately adds, as the necefry conſequence-of E 
their acknowleging him in that character, walk - | 
in my ſtatutes, keep my judgments, and hallow 
my Sabbaths. Every Chriſtian knows, that to/ove 
God, with all the heart, and all the foul, is the 
Fri and great commandment ; and io loue aur 
neighbour as ourſelves, the ſocond: but there is 
this plain diſtinction in the point; we are to 
love God, the fountain of all gooducſi, and of \ 
all good to us, for his own ſake, and man for 
his Maker's fake; for reaſons dra wa from his 
authority and appointments. So. that the love 
of GoD is the fundamental and ruling principle 
a | of 
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of all Religlon; and the Goſpel hath added io 
this, che great eſſential of the Chriſtian Religion, 


=» 3 un rh — e tu, thus con · ; | 


Prophets, the 
_ apoſtles: and . St. 


EY ERS 
rr ſums the whole of his preaching, both 


to che and Cent ile world, under theſe. 
two gitar heads, repentunce towards God, and: 
faith road ont Lord Fefus | Chrift, Re 
_— ban: Which ümpfieth a deteſta-; | 
dien and cu ei .a ſincere love f 
Gen, af bee eds him, and a ,t 
purpoſt of e er al obedience for eder? 
wawbie -anlf thankful | | 
Son of God, as our great 3-48 and Sacrifice 
to the divine jnſtiße for our figs;+ our great Re- 
deemer, ler, and Mediator Mc Gop. 
And whoſoever wants, _ wants the great: 
fundamentals of trug ion! and whofocver 
neglects the public * God, delibetately 
Ae theſt een neglects the 
iccorfe lion of his ſins, and the great duties 
conſeqhent 0-higg{ewprion ; and, by neglect- 
ing; natura ebene chem all. And whoſo- 
ever wants theſe fundamentals of Chriſtianity, 
is an infidel; and, as ſuch, ſhalizꝭ at the laſt day; 
be cut off by his; Lord, and haue bit portion 
appointed him with i S. Lutte 
xiith chap. dth wer.“ F 
HAVING. .of- "I 
this crying gullt, the WE os ss /public-- 
| ; together wirt ene great evils immedi- 
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ately atiſe fray itz I cannot however quit this 
ſubject, without laying ſome af its many other 
{ad conſequences mare fully before you; roge- 


ther with the — adyanrages of the 
Au 5. firſt, one dreadful. conſequence: bam 
this ſhameful neglect of Gos public worſhip, 
is, chat it unſits us for every other office of reli · 
gien: it anqualifics us for calling. down the 
ſuteſt aids, and higheſt of all conſolations, to 
our 8 in the day of its calamity; inaſ- 
* 50 it alienstes us from Go 2, and makes 
every office of religion, makes even our prayers, 
an abomination in his ſight; for ſo Salomon 
ſadly. aſſures us (Prov. xxviii// v. 9.), He that 
fawnelh away bis ear from hearing the law, 
ien lis prayer ſhell be an abommation. ih. —- 
— #F ROM hence alſo, my brethren, from this 
Hhaineful neglect of the public worſhip of Go n, 
s from its fountain -· head, ariſes that utter diſ- 
regard of the ſacred writings, and avowed, or 
perhaps rather affected, contempt of the clergy, 
among the higher orders of men amongſt us; 
together with their unbounded. and (Gan be 
praiſed ) ungtounded revilings of the whole order 
of the reformed Chriſtian prieſthood 3 imputing 
4% them, without ſhame, or colour of truth, 
every vice, every deluſion, every evil art, that 
euer qcigned in any order of prieſts, either in the 
times or ſcenes of papal tytanny, or heathen cor- 
ruption: and all this, with as little ſenſibility 
either to decency, or juſlice, as if they branded 
2 :moxeſtjmairon they met, with every avo- 
+: a „ en 
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1 xviii On the PRRS A Nr NEelzer 
mination in the lives of a Julia à Meſſalina, or 
1 _ a Chtemmeſira; proclaiming; at once, their own 
infamy, and either ſhameful inſults upon re 
br groſs affected ignorance! If theſe men 0 
ſupetior talents (as they would be deemed) had 
talents to think freely and largely, they could 
not but ſee, that the law of the Sabbath is a la- 
which demonſtrates itſelf of divine original: a 
law ſo calculated for the exigencies of the whole 
Creation, the pteſtryation of true religion, and 
the relief of the labouring world, as clearlx 
evinces it the work of infinite wiſdom, benig- 
nity, and bounty ! A law to which every civility 
and virtue in life owes its origin and eſtabliſh- 
ment; and which, if it ceaſed but one century 
from amongſt us (for the ſeminaries of learning 
and religion would ceaſe with it, or could not 
long ſurvive it), would reduce the tace of our 
yaineſt vaunters of wiſdom into more than Hot- 
tentot barbarity! foraſmuch as they would then 
have Hottentot ignorance ſuperadded to native 
vice. And dare they pretend to any degree of 
- humanity, who turn their backs upon the Sab- 
bath, and do all that in them lieth, to baniſh 
this heavenly, this divine ordinance from the 
earth! to baniſh the bleſſed Sabbath, and with 
that the great bleſſings and civilities of life; the 
iaſtruction of mankind-in all the nobleſt ways of 
Wiſdom and virtue the weekly and monthly 
relief of tlie poor, the only relief of many 
ſocial diſtreſſes even hete, and in all other regions 
9 . earth the moſf extenſſve and only con- 
. - fon {fair und of Chriſtian. charity Dare they pre- 
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. to any degree of humanity, who would at 
once ba niſh from the earth the 15 5 of true 


religion, the xcllef of want, 


labour? 
Ir tele vail actions; would ilow them- 


ſelves to attend the public worſhip of Gop . 


with any degree of humility, they would ſoon 
come to ſec, and to feel, the divinity of the 
| ſacred ig hh they would ſee the infinite 
goodness, wi and mercy of the Creator, 
beaming through every 1755 ge of 52 they 
would then ſec and adore the beauty o F holineſs, 
the amiableneſs, and the excellency, of virtue: 
they would then urn away their foot from do- 
ing their own pleaſi pk from purſuing their ow 
- idle, vanities, - God's holy-day the 50 
then call the h a delig 19 ; and the Holy 
one of tbe Lord, 9 and would honour 
tim (a. lviii. 13.) : they *. then ſee, that 
wiſuom was. not born with them alone; nor 
would die with them! they would then learn, 


that the prieſt's lips Kill retain tnowlege'; and 


that it would, ſometimes, be no diſgrace not 
diſadvantage tothe wiſdom of their lay-brethren, 
to, ſeck the law: at his mouth—in a word, 
they would then ſee the Chriſtian . ha in 
their. true character; miniſters of - Chriſt, and 

ftewards of the. myſteries of God ! they would 


then;ſce them, to be, at once, rhe light, and 


the. ſalt,. of the ſociety the true ſources and 
guardians of true virtue, civility, and wiſdom; 
and ſecing them in this light, would be ſo far 

from defaming their characters, vilifying their 
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_ bilite,” envying thei the 5 am ppc 
Alwighty Gog for their maififthafice, er 
_ _preffing ch in the Perception of it, chat they 
Would do every thing in their power, to | 
their lives eaſy, and their office kdneutrable ; at 
leaſt, they would do ſo, if they had any remains 
of kumanity, 'or public Hiritz wälfmuch as, by 
fo doing, 8 greatly perhaps ore 
any. other pofitble means 
whatſoever) Nahm and rovide for, the hap- 
pineſs and Tete of the whole community; 
which is inſeparably Mae u erden AK 
that of the reformed Chriſtian prieſthood 
An otder of den, Who neither have, nor can 
have, any views, intereſts, or „ ſepa - 
rate from thoſe of their lay- brethren; but — 
perperually riſe, and fall, in every thing valuable 
an, in one, even, uniform proportion, to 
the profperity or calamity of their country. 
Andh hence it is, that as the Jewyb-priefhoodfhb- 
ſiſted, in the main, upon the fame" foot with 
ours, the prophets have always conſidered their 
intereſts, "as one and the fame with thoſe of 
their people ſay, the prophets who were not 
prieſts, nor partial to the prieſthood, but the 
cenſots and: checks of Gop upon them, have 
always conſidered the calamity of the people, 
as the calamity of the prieſt ; and the proſperity 
of the people, as the proſperity of the prieſt. 
Thus, when Joel tells us, in the fifſt chapter of 
: his Prophecy, at the oth verſe, that he Biete 
the” Lord's miniſters, mourn, he immediately 
adds, he field is waſted, the land mourneth wm 
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upon this beak 
remove. thoſe jealouſies gaben pra 
have artfully been ſown, and malign 
and pr ed, the 195 z £0 «= 
offence of truth, prejudice of chriſtian, < 3 
97 of itreligion, and infinite difady 
the public worſhip of Goo; which hath. 5 
and ſo ſhamefully, been neglected jb 
us! a neglect which involves great guilt"in it, 
and draws much greatet, indeed draws. every 
other guilt after it; and of which, therefore, 
we ſhould now ſincerely and carneſtly repent, 
with weeping, and faſting, and prayer, to 4 5 
57 ove office of religion nnn | 
t of GoD. | 
Lx me not be underſtood, . as if, 
thing I have ſaid, I would cxcmpt the pri 
from their ſhare in this national guilt. I am 
afraid we may but too juſtly apply to many 
them that denunciation of divine vengeance, 
Er by the prophet upon the prieſts of 
his age; I ye will not lay it to heart, to Foe \ 
glory to my name, ſaith the Lord of hoſts | 
vill even ſend a curſe upon you, and 1 125 
curſe your bleſſings. That too wany of the.clergy - 
(tor, how few ſoever they may be, in reality 
they are ſtill coo many) are too olten abſent from 
a 3 2 the 


7 any 
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the public worſhip of Gop; that too mapy of 
them 1 * told, and careleſs, in celebrating tlie 
facred offices. of religion, in preaching tlie word 
of Gov, and prefling'it upon the hearts and 
conſciences of their hearers; are ſad truchs ! 
And is it to be expected, that any thinking man 
will venerate them, who do not themſelves ve- 
nerate theit Maker, as they oaght, who do not 
Y Me lay it ro heart, to make his worſhip honobrable, 
4 "and his word powerful; efficacious, to all the 
4 | Fong rpoſcs. of piety ;" to make his word powerful, 
d his, pr aiſt 2 N the earth? — This, 
| ever, "muſt be allowed, by their greateſt 
2 7 that their. charity failed not in the 
of diftreſts— that they dealt - their 
a, 1 * bungry ; viſited and relieved the 
 Fatherleſs and the widow in their 'afflititons ; 
and that with a ſpirit ſo truly Chiiſtian, that 
0 lotder of men amongſt us had then reaſon 
to wiſh theit incomes diminiſhed, or their cha- 
"rity increaſed, They then clearly ſaw, that to 
. with revenues of their reformed clergy di- 
| "miniſh Here, in effect, to wiſh the miſeries 
of mankind multiplied and unrelieved: which 
ever was, and cyer will be, the cale, tothe end 

of the world. 
,  HOWEYER, as the clergy have n mate 
5 in this national guilt, ir is but juſt they ſhould 
— "have their full ſhare in the national humiliation 
due to it — Therefore, Let the 7. — the 
e of Go p, weep between t ch and 
altar, and let them ſay, me her 1 people, 
Len, and Ku not . 1 to re- 
proach : 
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proach : let all orders and degrees, amongſt us, 
rend their hearts, and not their garments, and 
turn unto the Lord ont Gov, with ſincere re- 


pentance, and true contrition of heart; for he 
er, and bf 


Ar and mercifu, flow to 
kindneſs, and repenteth him o the evil— 

Tide we certainly do know, and he himſelf hath 
pronounced the ' ſentence, by his pro- 

es Berkel Exel. chap. xx. ver. 21. That 
mo do __ both prieſt and people, walk in 
ſtatutes, and ae peo judgements, and hallow 


05555 1 will pour out my fury upon them, 
h the nn and N mine anger againf 


d in" be Mee f eſub Chtift, 


this moment, 4% aſide curry weight, and this 
"ſin that doth ſo eaſily beſet us; and let us draw 
neat to G0, with a contrite and true Heart, 
and in full afſbrance of faith; nor for/aking the 


: e our ſefves together, as the, manner 


of ſome i bur earneſtly pouting out our united 
ications to Almighty Go p, for his mercy 
2 church and nation; and for ner 
from the crying guilt of deſpiſing and inſulting 
- his Sabbaths, and the juſt and dreadful venge- 
-ance due to it— From this guilt, and this 
vengeance, Go p, of his infinite mercy, deliver 


us all, through the merits and mediation 3 
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ce David 3 
ites. S v Je ah Faded of 
Nicolaus Damaſcenus. Some res * 
p | the ſacred Text cleared 
| Dc IV. A ſort Account o David's Miniſters 
— His Chercthites wg Wi. 42 
Chap. >, David inquires: after Saul's Poſtergey, 
= Mentioheet eth, 4 ſurviving Son of 
1 55 9 he thears as his own 49 
Chap. VI. David's s Embaſ/adors abuſed by the 
' Ammonites — 4 War enſues 57 
Wigs GT Fee eee 
elicit ies is Per — 
This Book ends. 1 68 
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Chip. 1. Daria; leeren Bathſheba | 
* "herſelf, falls under the emptation, Bert 
cin with ber: Uriah's Death 
Y "the een Conſequence of this b 
76 
d U. David 7obes Bathbeba lo br Bee, 
; "uk: ber bir Wife. Go Nathan 
ze Prophet to rebule him, denownce the 
Divine Vengeance upon bis "Guilt 90 
po 4 III. Some Account of Nathan the Pro 
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5 © The Child dies. 


id remarkable Refignation to the Will of. 
GoÞ. Solomon 7s born and bleſſed 101 


a TV. "The Fooktneſs of wicked Policy. 
David, upon 


Joab's E ber fo the 
8 iege of Rabbah, and tales #: 10 
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Death. 
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is Conduct in rhis Point juſtified 
110 
Chap. V. Tamar # rovited, and inhumanly 
_ © © Freafed, by ber own Brother. That Ride 7s 
 revenged by tis Death, Abſalom, who 2 
"ow, ies ro Getſhar. " Nathan's Prophecies . 
ther fulfilled 122 
Chap. VI. Joab's Device fo RD _=_E 
called by — Ful: 58. 
Nceedr. — 


r back to 2 


be is not admitted to the King's Preſence - 
bu- 
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Jepoſes Ha- 
ining Ammonites to 


"2 his. Father's Sickneſs, to 
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"but remanded to bis 01 a4 What fat 
loud thereupon . Page 133 
Chap, VII. David Fall K. 2 23 this Time. " 
+ i Digreſron, ſhewing — his Mitre ger as 
probably, pox Wen e 18 145 
>. Vl. Abſalom takes: ** .. of 
& Hig 
ee The Methods be made 67A 
þ tha Prople in his. Favour: 1 456 
Chap. IX. Abſalom breaks, aut into qpen Ne- 
os _bellion, and Ahithophel joint bim. David flies 


32 om Jeraſalem,, futs u hd Prayers te Go v. 


and is ſupported in his Dies; 1563 
hep. X. Ziba's,; Treaphery 40 Mephibothet, 
David's an bat Grant F his ſuppoſed 
E ae Shimei curſes David, . who will 
oy Fer hum to be chaſtiſed. The Curſes in 
. ., the Flalms accounted for, from-this Paſſage. 
3 s bimſelf 25 . 
4 5 vour, and, by defeating ene 4 ir, | 
@ves David 
XI. Huſhai ſends David Inte "x07 all 
8 > thet paſſed in Abſalom Comet? — 
-» gnereating bim to paſs over Jordan that very 
A Miet; which was done accordingly.  Abi- 
de 93 and ſad End. Mr. Bayle's 


ortant Deciſion upon Huſhai's Deception 
e Abſalom confleres, *with all. the Defer- 
=_ due to it / 


ths XII, David goes to Mahanaim, and g- 
tp an Army. "Abſalom paſſes the Jordan, 
. e in the ne 0 * _ 
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ends out his Forces againſt him, underithe . 
Command of Joab, Abiſhai, and Ittai, Page 194. 
Chap. XIII. David, criewing to Exceſs, is Te 
"proved by. oab, and brought to appear i 
public. Meafures are concerted with Zadoc 
and Abiathar, for his ping] The King 
returns to bis Capita 7 
| N XIV, A4 Conteſt ariſes Miween the Tri 
ut reftoring the King. A "Rebellion" en: 
ſues: Amaſa is commanded by David to quell | 
* het but murdered by Ioab; Sheba, the Leader 
_ of the Rebellion, takes — F in Abel Ma- 
acha, where he is be Joab: A w/e 
, — e for t i Cy 
Cha udea it viſited 28 4 Fam: 
| The Ca Cauſe 0 — „ 
_ Means erhod appointed to appeaſe 
Mr. Chubb's Charge againſt David, 72255 
Head, conſidered and refuted _ 230 
Chap. XVI. David enters into new Wars with 
Philiſtia. 4 Confecture concerning the Cauſe 
| of them, | The #0 and laſt Edition of the 
eighteenth Plalm (publiſhed. apon this Occa- 
fon) briefly compared. A Dir , Mew 
- the Uſefuineſs of Muſic to form the 
ners. David's /aff propheric Words. 
rt Con e concerning his Worthies * 
» Wag og Nemo 2 the Peo- 
and the * 257 
EE XVIII. Dan rations to build the 
ple ; his private Exhortations to Solo- 


"Ion, _ the a to any on the Work . 


268 
Chap. 
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ord 70 bis; Pohgany, and . Murder of 
| | 316 
Fg Cha XXV. David's e fan 
4 by 3 and in Enmity. of farts 
Chap. XVI. Abart Epen ef David with 
| Alexander, Cæſar, aud * 4 E Cha- 
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an F 85 the > ut * fall flouriſh like a pa 
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. goat. eur Turneoftrings,” mf yvur facrifices 


vu tithes; Kc. that is, that it ſhould be 2 282 
d dence of the ark of Gon, and the ſcat of his ſer- 
vice; conſequently there ſhould, be his temple. 


Jeruſalem was that choſen plane. Gop.had now , 


givenhispcople reſt from all theit enemies ound 
about 3 and thetefote David reaſonably 
concluded that d was the fime for erecting 


tze temple; — eſtabliſhing the ſeryice of G 


in fall its perfeson. And gow, as is generally 
belleved, te penited che cli Hel as an Rytnn 
of thankſgiving to God, for that bleſſing of peace 
and reſt beſtowed, upon his peop ple. But whoever 
attends carefully to the ſtyle of chat pſalm, will, 
I imagine, be more inclined to believe it Written 
in the interval bet ween the firſt Philiſtine defeat, 


related in the ix chapter of the laſt book, and | 


their ſecondiinvaſion; upon their confederating 


anew,': and gathering together to a ſecond artem pt 


againſt him. p ade 


To this, I apprehend, refer thoſe words in the 


7th verſe of this Pſalm: hin the wicked ſpri 

| #þ as graſs... He had juſt mowed down his or 

mies, £1 they were now Pinging up/again, 
like, a new crop of graſs from a rich field: 


erte, David. full confided,” that they ſhould 
- be deftroye 4 A r ever. The glory of ſitiners 
at belt, bach flower of a witherin op gra's* 
rte; 


the Hall grow like a Cedar in. 
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how flouriſhing ſoever theſe wotkets of iniquity 


E 38 che. Lila Rin of Davin. 43 
the ame,time:that it inlarges upon ne 


towards heaven. rn {> Ta! Tir 1% " fs 
Tut Pam which I take to be the! 


compelſſtion of this.interval of reſt, which ſac: 
ceeded this ſettlement of the ark int its place, is 
the lextiv#d'* 3. for the cred hiſtorian informs 
us, that this ſettlement. was no ſooner over, than 


David ſet his heart upon building a temple to 
GD an eier in ſome meaſure-worthy of His 


majeſty¶ at leaſt, = earthly; maggificence 
can attain or cx e could not bear, that 

n ſhould be ſet. off by 2 palace 
— whilſt the arkof Go 5, tbe emblem and 


$ r , 
* „ ſpeaks of the altain of God in 4 
manner that ſhews them to be then com vely defolated —— 
There wete at this time two altars in the kingdom of Zadee 
to the true Gon, but neither of them in the place' of his own ap- 
pointment ; that at reer 
of friefts, that we Row 'of as that at Gib, was, altbo* bun 
ſlenderly, ee ee that the birds of the ar 
might build unmoleſted in them. We bear only of one altar 
r of the temple; therefore this Fal Was n | 
before that period. The author of this Pialen Ipenks of the taber- 
nacles of God z there were two tabernacles now extant: we hear 
no tabernacle the building of the temple ; therefore this | 
Mal be. written befofe that period. 
The author of this Pſalm wiſhes - eagerly ſor the tarts of rhe 
Lord: the tabernacle bad but one court; therefore his wiſhes muff 
be for the courts” of the temple, which were many ; and as the 
temple was not yetexrant, I AN LOO ; 
J L. e e ered | 2 
inct t was writthn, another intergoetation of | 

eb A in the lxaxxivth Pſalm bath bee fu 745 | 
* 72 — e e ee has er : 
<1 A 0 „be paſſage relating to the ſpaow ana the 52 

low foonld be thus under dro ; as if David 2 The f 
0 n "ey — proof 2 1% ** 

my avit d altars, o 
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W B ” 
pledge of and tone uf his earthly 
reſidence, dwelt under curtains. David's ſoul 
Vis fer chted Boverhdiegroveling ind ubject 
irits, which imagine tHe meancit manſions fuf- 
ſor the feryice df Go aut forethat rea- 
ſon dre little Mhicitoustd have their churches bet - 
ter tin burns nangu¹ of atding any advan- 
tha es Ur CiAinGiolis, char tended +6 inlarge; td 
nnodfe, ko Exalt rei ſouls. Had Dævid deen 
his Way: 'ofthivKing, tris certain, the law of 

Mes memertaht und in the hands of every Ie 
Fache, the prielts, the Meurer, the - prophers 
And Ht else tlie babe . . "Hebron und G. 
Leon, and the tabernacles at Gibeon and Fern 4 


N 2 . Kehler, 3 e mi 
| be 5 the, pu Dur] choſes of Fel 
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be. th; vis, te 
ive the Worb. of Gov all. the aigoity due to 
4 29 15 Hoy tory 8f God The. 
Fendt bel, ar the light of true teligſon 
fh6utd riſe ap from Feruſalem, like the: — — 
Vis le ud e; thar, 1 ths lM ering Forte 
1 from the utt ris of the hea- 
"MW Wh 1 ee vr wand that 
ing ſho: 1 Jr) ral And heave 
I 4-3 This (as -1-elſewhere bee 2 
Fats eyidenix from rie leb, Ffm kv. "x, 2) 
e mighty God, en the' Lord, Barth holen, 
5 called the earth, from the riſag e the. ſun, 
the ging 200% theredf. Ou « 1 * 
e God hath Jin, 
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A . e King Davin. 3 
up r us then ſorm to oufſelues the'idea of a 
eatly delighted with wltat he bad a 
yr. ards the eſtabliſ ment of the divine vor 
ſhip, aud the'/propagation of trur teligion; but 
at the fame time, under a deep ſenſe of the deſi 
ciency of his beſt endeavours; and an atdent de- 
fire- of doing more; filled with the ĩmãge of 2 
glorious and'maghificent remple; impreſſed upon 
dim by the immediate influence of the ſpirit of 
Gop#®z conſciqus of the immenſe ſums requiſite 
to the undertaking, and his ow. inability to | 
ply them; but at the ſame tima, wellexperi 
— Tally confiding, in che bouaty and beneficence 
of the Almighty to him. That Gos who had 
* F him from the fold to a throne, could as 
caſily enable him to build a houſe or his 
a8 far tranſcending his palace, 2s that did hig ori- 
ginal cottage, It is true, his country was at pre 
ſent poor; but! it was as caly for Gon to make a 
| country rich, as to fill a 3 val- , 
Hey with fountaius of liviag' water. It was a 
principle. with David, that he. whoſe ſt 
vas in G6D; muſt be bleſſed (ver. 5.) 3 and that 
8 if he had Hir ways at heart, E 
|; Arengib to ſtrengtb, and find no difficulty inſupe- 
; rable in the prolecution of his upright purpoſes. 
Lux the reader then conſider Dauid thus cin 
cumſtanced (as undoubtedly he was at this time); 4 


r > ace * 6.4 3 x” MG 


7 N 2 rs 


and if he be convinced from the note referred t to 
A . e K that David 8 
e Se. mdf al har be b-d th a 


33 5 in 


1 4 ; Ee TT dne of B 4i 

-4{ that this Pſalm: could not be witten 
| A Lien the temple, he will beſt judge 
for himſelf, whether it/'was/moſt/ probably writ: 
ten in this firnation of Dauid s mindꝭ and 5 

cum ns ee ehe een nt 204 2; 
Tuar David was highly delighted with the 
eftabliſbmcor: off the tabernacle, and its ſervice, 
and at the fame time had his heart ſet upon build- 
ing the temple, is not to be denied. The reader 
then will beſt judge for himaſelf, who: cle, but 
Va vid could cry out in that tranſport of delight, 
fervent piety, ardent deſire, and. earneſt longing 
for the of Gon, Pſal lxxxiv. 1. Heu 
\amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord af beſts ! * 
. y ſauluunge ih x, yea cuen fainteth, for the 
Lourts of the Lord: my heart and my fleſb eriet h 
.out for the living Gad. O Lord Cad ef boſts, 
Kone my prager. 0 Lord, our ſbield, loot upon 
peel pay thine anointed, —— For the Lord 
| a ſin and 4 iel: the Lord will give 
| greed {ory ; 10 good thing will he with hold 
thus wah naps Eb. ins 7 
pry us ſuppoſe CY (what/is not at all unna- 
Ne era David, upon 'conceiving this great 
deſign of building the temple, had poured out his 
purpoſe in fervent prayers to Gop, imploring his 
aid and protection, and confiding i in his ſupport, 
to the accompliſhment of it; could any words 
more aptly or emphatically expreſs the fulneſs of 
his heart upon this wag than mote of this 


AF: ny 2 ; 
i * If the bumble tabernacles Gos were ſo delightful, how much 
N the courts of the "ey in all their grandeur and glory ! 


* Wo” Let 


 Bgi the Lia Ki Dar. 
LI us ſuppoſe him to have communicated 
any pſalm he compoſed upon this occaſion, to 
Nathan, his and his friend; what other 
anſwer could the prophet make to him, on ſup-- 
poſition that this was the very Pſalm ſo commu- 
nicated than that which we find recorded of 
him 2 Cam. vii. Hine e eee eren 
n net, of Of 444 . ru lG 
nnn -PSALMISE, | koi Gu ad 
My oul bog &h, ea even fainterh, for the 
ine ; . 1 heart and my fleſh 
erieth out * the living 2 — 
Bleſſed is the wan uf 2 ſtrength is in thee. 
_ No good Thing will he with bold from them 
© that walk uprightly.— O Lord of hoſts, 
e is the 1 man 7" that rrufteth 7 ”m thee.” LES 


Gs, © all that is in thine he: for the ler 
n eee 1 


N ATHAN found that the 2 of pallding 

2 the remple was deep at Davis heart; he per» 

ceived that Gon had hitherto remarkably bleſſed 

and protected him, and that David intirely 

relied upon his protection; and therefore, when 

he told him ot his deſign to build the temple, 
ie bids him go and 40 all that v bean ; 
for the. Lord was with him. 

THI1s was the deciſion of a prophet, in favour 
of David's purpoſe; .. but we learn from this 
hiſtory, ge even the deciſions of prophets, in 
| favour of the beſt fa without the imme- 
x B4 diate _ 
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; ER: of GOD ae nor always to be 
| depended-upots 
tos na * devious ſpiriv of mam w): for 
the ſacred writets inform us, chat Thr ana of 
the Lord" tame ibas ſume 


him to go and tell 


* "Up: 5 


oil then of kg 


(Lines of unecring guidance are 


night ifo Nathan, ins 
forming him to this purpoſe, and 

Dad His ſervant» char he 
approved of his intention to build him an hoùſe, 
but had-referyed the execution of that great de- 


| fig 6 OR that, as his 


ande; unſettled NA 


| had . ark of bly covenant de- 


poſited in a tabernacle, capable of being carried 


: from place to place, as their occaſions tr quired: 


ihat he had now appointed a place for them and 
would eſtabliſn them, in a more ſettled and un- 


diſturbed condition, than had hitherto been 


indulged them; unmoleſted and unoppreſſed by 
the wicked; world around them, as he then was: 
that as for David bimſelf, Go p, who had raiſed 
him from an humble ſhepherd to a monarch of 


 H6thean figure und eſteem in the earth, who had 
' Nghally blefſed him in all bis undetrakings, Had 
Fer Wee e e wotk for hit to do: 


that as he had hitherto ſubdued all his enemies 


before him, he would ſtill continue to do fo, 


r many more yet remained to be conquered 


| io they were all deſtroyed. — There is mother 


reaſon elſe where bo pres ra for Gov) Tefufing to 


"ies Wikis ere ror : r -Þ 4. 6 
395 |. 4,70. pitaly 88 1 Gren. vii. 10. 
a | "Moreover I un Jubdue all thine is. i 

4 1G. all. e oO 

_} . . let 
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Bj Wir King'Diaiven. og 
lter:D2avid build him an houſe 3 but as is is pro: 
 bable that was given at another time, it * com 
moe . 
of this hiſtory-— © 7) mige ts 
_ (1 Tu x6 refulal? was followed. by. -promiſe-full 
cf conſolation, \that-Gop would aſſurediy make. 
him an hoaſe ; and when his days were fulfilled, 
and he ſhould fleep with his fathers, he would 
ſet up his ſeed after him, ve 948 eee 


fene, and eſtabliſh. 17 — — 


ſhall build an houſt 
eftabliſb the 3 
will de ig ſarber, 1 be 2 — 2 — 
b rom aniguity | 
tbe tod of 'men*, 838 py wa . | 
children of men; but my mercy fpatl not dipars 
_away. from bim, as I took'it away frow: Saul, 
wow, I put away before ther; and thine 'hogſe 
nere be eons 
fon 22 5% JO ingen een ee 
Tus promiſes: plainiy teſpect | Solomon, 
and his erity accordiug to the fleſn, the kings 
of Judah: but there is a ſupplement to this 
account, acdc in pou garde che fielt | 
7 7 4103 RG 10 49812 (38 50 
*_ Its remarkable, sds . 2 that 4s, 
„ he nal ar Gig Bra gl age 
ou 


'bis is a plain indication of the immortality of the 
e to. David, that he himſelf — 2 


and continuance of it; which S——_——_ the 

| Silt Plalm em N (and, as T am fully 
| rag ws rol and intelligible, which back hitherto 
been unter] elligible to me. He i If of thee, and thou 
jor bm imp of to P His glory ir greatiin 
boation : beotur ai wajefly bot this Tis ages tim; for thes 


Ce e, 


book 


* 


- 


0 | book of Chronicles, at the 14th vetſe; which 
dontains a promiſe chat can only reſpect that fon 
5 | of Daves, Who was at the ſame time firialy 
1 and immediately the ſon of Gov —— [will ſettie 

hum in my bouſe x, and in my kingdom, for ever ; 

and his throxe ſball be eftabliſhed for evermore. 

Aud this is accordingly applied to our bleſſed 

Saviour by an angel _ 3 the wy 

chapter of St. Latels goſpel at the 32d and 33 
_ verſes; And be ſbail legreat, and ſhall be called 
the Son of. the Higheſt : and the Lord God ſhall 

give unto;himthethrone of his father David. 
And be ſhall reign over the bouſe of Jacal for 
ever. And of hit ti dom there | emo end}. 
TRE goodneſs of God: to his-ſervant David 
is eminently conſpicuous in this meſſage. He 
__ refuſed him the requeſt which he had ſer his heat 

upon, above all other; the granting of which, I 

am ſatisſied, would have given him more ſolid 
joy, than the ſovereignity of the whole\carth:: 
but he ſoftened the teſuſal, by the kindeſt pro- 
miſes and aſſurances; by promiſes of ſignal and 
long continuing favours to his poſterity long 
continuing in carthly ſplendor and authority, and 
concluding in an eternal dominion over the 
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M een 1100 e O14. ne 
That by the houſe of Gop 0p) his church, St. +: an 
fully informs us, 1 Tim. Wn. That thou mayſi know how th 
' + engoteft 2 the houſe of God, which is the church 
| (1 of the liwi g God, the pillar and ground of truth... ' ©. 
et Thelike application is alſo made by St, Paxl, Heb. i. 5. 4nd 
again, I will be to him @ Father, and br ſhall be to me @ Sov. 
54609 ; hs Once 
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| B. I. che Life of King'D's v VID. as 
onte witli gratitude and aſtoniſhment at the in- 
finite bounty of Gop to him, haſtens to the 
taberuacle,; to indulge the overflowings: of his 
heart, and pour out his ackngwledgments to his 
Divine Benefactor. Accordingly, he ſat down 
before the throue of Gon, unqueſtionably 
crouching, and fitting upon his feet, the poſture 
of moſt ſubmiſſive! humiliation! in the eaſtern 
worlds and there, in broken accents of throbbing 
panting gratitude, he labouts out his prayers 
- praites and thankſgivings to his, Maker, for 
-his unbounded; unmeritad, and unſpeakable 
mercies. AT YEE ee MATE een 
HO i, O L what is my | 
-hauſe t hat thou haſt brought me hitherto? —= 
And this was yet a ſmall thing in thy fg, O 
Lord God ——but 1 — haſt ſputen alſe of thy 
:ſervant's houſe for a great-while to chm 
and haſt re 1 0 me according to the eſtate 
a man of high degree. 0 Lord G 
what Fa David ſay more unto the? For 
Ken, Lord God, knoweſt-thy ſtruant—— 
HER x he ceaſed, and pauſed the ſtyle and 
5 Unten ſhew it — And after a while reſumes 
his acknowledgments, in a ſtrain, that demon- 
ſtrates the broken, oppreſſed. unconnected con- 
dition of his thoughts, bewildered with gratitude, 
and an overflowing lenja of. FI Rn es 
neſs to | bigs, \ | tr 
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* 85 * is e 40 = N pet 
Papi — 2 2 r 'to _ ich COAL 
or ever does not a 
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; | — vhs neotber any God def. 
deur and 'immenſity of the Divine Deink, and 


rael, whom God went to i ke tk 
_—_ hes ph 


Lua 


_ 


„ x » Lis, vi. 24. fo theo end, i wx e 


— 


FOR vby wotl's ale , 0 * 
own bears,- at ben dane al abs gre | 
things —to make thy. ſervant kn Wag 
thou a güte, O Lord 1 
7 46 
1 an hat pe: have heard. with our 
ne e921 Bhs £5 | IP "ul 4 iS $$609150%- 
NOLA pon the gran- 


goodneſs to himſeſf, * co 
er his infinite meroies to his r 
.. 


people, to male thee a name f gre 
"neſt. and Ferribleneſs,”” by Out d 
e fox le, abo thou baſt redeemed 
of Egypt, — and their pods $-— 
Aae — — 
word o 2 n eee ner 


An new N IN that it was pringt- 
pally for their fakes he was exalted and eſtabliſhed = 
in the throne, he with more confidence 

and earnctneſs to implore of Gon the comple- 
tion of his promiſe to himſelf, and his houie. 


THEREFORE Now, Lord, tor-the thing 
— ſervans, 


tbat thou haſt ſpohen- concer 
Au concerning Bir houſe,” he fur ever ; 
and do as thou haſt ſaid*%. | 
+ FOR thou haſt confirmed to 2 11 
4 Ferrer, N 
23 I IITIED 


ht 


and thun, Lord, art become their God. An 
now, O toi God, abe word that ibu hat 


haſt ſaid. And let thy Name bt magnified for. 
oo img; The Lord af hoſts is the ber 
1jrael :- and let the houſe of thy. jefvant David 
eſtabliſhed: before thee. . Fur ton, O Lord f 
2 
ring, I Gui build tbee un : \ therefore. 
1 thy der vunt found in his heart to pray this 
prayer uro bre. Ami now, O Lori God, thou 
pm this . s unto thy \ſervant. 
Thenofore les let it plegſe thee tobleſathe dee 
of thy ſer vam, that it muy continue for eve 
before thee. For thou, O Lord God, haſt. ſpoken 
it, and with thy bleſſing let the houſe: of thy 
ſervant be. bleſſed for ever. To my eye, the 
workings of a breaſtoppreſſed and overflowing 
with gratitude, are painted ſtronger in thisprayer, 
than Fever obſerved them in any other inſtance. 
It is eaſy to ſec, that his heart was wholly poſſeſt 
with a ſubject which he did not know: how to 
quit, becauſe he did not know how to do juſtice to 
his on ſeuſe of the ineſtimable ble ſſiugs poured 
down upon himſelf, and promiſed to his poſte-· 
rity ; and mul leſs to the infinite bounty of his 
Benefactor. In the eatneſineſs and contention 
of his prayer, I hehold him in the light of, Farob 
wreſtling ' with- God, and crying out, I u 
vat les tes go, except thou bleſs me; and in the 
fulueſs of his gratitude to that Gon, who * 
217 oF | om 


1 Av Heu Abend of B. gi 
dun with lis benefits, I imagine I behold him im 


poſed the xxiſt Rae and indeed well 


ſaluation how 25 
bim his heart's 
1 queſt of his lips. For thou 


Dau invades Philiſtia, and takes EY" 


led to reflect, that ſince they were not yet in 
| fecal poſſeſſion of the promiſed land, it; was his 


2 * * 
552 * 
- 
* 
/ | % 
4 , 


the concluſion, - TE —. ſubmitting in 
the words of the iiid P N Salvation be. 
— _— 5 ih bleſſing Sa e 

1 2 
Tun, in the + ur of ſuch anſeetdent;) 
ſach'sRoniſhing bleſſings from God, was 2 


David cry out upon that glotious occaſion, 17 
king ſball joy in ib 3 fPrength, O Lord, and in thy 
ſhall he rejoice ! ! Thou 
deſire, and haſt not wit 


bim wit rhe bleſſmg's ofs ovdneſs : than fertefh 4 


croum o ee 2 head. He hed 7 
of mw and thou Sevel him r of Sage, for 


d N : * 
L . p 1 1 * 

* 1 2 2 

Wen — — 
2 


P 


c. -He then invades and SE | 
"Moab. |. 


na T D, hpi m Rom Nathav's' 50 
ſwer, related in the laſt chapter, that 

he was not to build a temple to Gon, yet he was 
appointed to ſubdue his enemies, and- eſtabliſh 
his people in peace and ſecurity, was naturally 


culiat buſineſs to drive out the enemy, and 
ſettle | 


| 


B. 3. the Life of N Dv Ig 
ſettle his people in it. "Beſides: this, his ſon was 
to build a temple, which required immenſe ſum: 
to ereſt and to adorn it. The wealth of the van 
quiſhed of courſe becomes the victor s; and mucli 
of that in the hands of his devoted enemies, was 
employ'd (under the colour of religion) to the 
vileſt purpoſes that can debaſe or deptave the 
human nature. What nobler reſolution could 
be taken, than to reſcue that treaſure from the 
vileſt of all uſes, and apply it to the nobleſtꝰ To 
employ the ſpoils of the moſt deteſtable idolatry 
to the eſtabliſiment and inlargement of __ | 
and perfect worſhip of the only Goo ! & 

Tur Philiſtines had lately invaded: feu 
twice, and were ſucceſsfully repulſed; and ho- 
ſtilities had now ceaſed on both ſides, apparently 
by tacit conſent; but, as no treaty of peace had 
intervened, (for no trace or hint of any ſuch 
treaty is found in the ſacred writers) David was 
at full liberty to rene v them whenever he pleaſed; 
and therefore Mr. Bayle is, with great ſubmiſ- 
ſion, vety idle in his cenſures upon this part of 
Davids conduct: and, when he is found ſo very 
uncaſuiſtical in ſo many deciſions, the im | 
reader hath an a ee rot Wi to es 
. in all; | | a 


I Bil wits a Templars ev” "ry ſentence ral, 
And wonder with a fooliſh face of praiſe. LAs 


"Ho, to procced: E - 43 n 
David, finding now a fit enden — 
hoſtilities E gainſt bs; Phitt 8 did ſo accord - 
ingly. 1 0 
i883 Ir 


bai l 4 CIT ? * 4/7 if; — 5 * R 
f F gh 'v — 4 1 
a * ot * | 5 


8 * — 8 $ 
= Ari obviois;te obſerve upon chis occaſion, 
—_ | bad gnorr ingen for invading his enemies, 
_ of in. hiſtory z Srafenuch as at the going out of 
one wh ,, aud the eaming+ in of another, 
month by month) ſortyceiguat thouſand: men, 
well annet and appointcd, RY and 
0 3 Wie month, on one day. 
A mmer (even) ſuppoſing their officers in- 

chudbel) undertake almoſt any expe- 
$ dition: at gcuſt, if we imayzroly either upon the 
ent of one of the greateſt captains of the 
laſt ge, ho thought a iſmaller number ſuffi- 
cent fur the command of any one man *, or 
tie erample uf the greateſt captains, and mot 
ſucteſdful armies of all antiquity. And, as this 
ierchange of aourſes cauſed an inceſſant march - 
ing of te forces to and fro, vn the day of the 
it 'was-eaſy, under that cover, to a. 
ſatble the: army in one day, and in any number, 
and at what part of the kingdom the king 
| and :conſequently, to invade and: ſur- 
| is enemies oh whatcver quarter he thought 
fz s Þbetieve he ſurpriaed the Philift ines at 
this time. It is true, the text only tells us, that 
David ſinote and ſubdued them. But, if we 

eſtimated the ſucceſs of this expedition by the 
vonciſeneſs of the Tclator's ſtyle, we ſhould be 
obliged to conclude, that he accompliſhed it, 
. leaf, with one degret of greater diſpatch, 
| 1 . Tareane thought an army of dire thoutnd men us mach ut 


could command, 
IT than 


. 


B. 3 z. * Lp If King Davin. 19 
1 Cæſar did that conqueſt, which he relates 
only by thoſe celebrated three words, Veni, vid), 
vici *. The truth is, the ſacred hiſtorians re- 
count expeditions in three words, which, in the 
hands of heathen writers, Would fill volumes . 
but it ſhould be obſerved, that they do this, from 
a thorough co of that eee 
trated Cæſars ſtyſeee. 
FT nEIR buſineſsts, to illuſtrate the diſpen: 
ations of Divine Providence, in the ſeveral in- 
ſtances of Gop's infinite wiſdom, goodneſs, and 
mercy, to thę ſons omen; and above all, his 
ſteady rewards of rigteouſdeſs, and chaſtiſements 
of guilt; and to attain that end, they haſten to 
the events of actions and counſels, and the p 
poſes of Providence accompliſhed by them; de- 
fang for the moſt part; all that diſplay of the 
human prudence . prowels in the conduct of 
them, together with minater circumſtances 
of time; ike, and accidents, which inlarge and 
imbelliſh the works of common writers. Hence 
It is that we are left utterly in the dark, with 
zard to the time, manter;' and occaſion, of 
aids commencing this war; and are only 
informed, that, after he had defeated the enemy, 
he next aſſaulted and took (whether by ſiege or 
ſtorm, is not ſaid) Garth and her towns out of 
_ the hand of the Phil iner (1 Chron. xviii. 1) 
in the otiginal it is, Cath and her daughters : 
the taking of which places is, in the — 
of the 2d book of Samuel, e de 


* „Ine, 1 faw, 1 conquered. 
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18 An Hiſtorical Account of B. 3. 
taking of Metheg Ammah z which ſome learned 
men think ſhould be tranſlated, Metheg and her 
mother; that is, the daughter and the mother 
city, Metheg, and Gath, her metropolis: altho 
othets chuſe rather to tranſlate theſe words Me- 
theg Ammah, The bridle of the angle; appre- 
hending that Ga#h was ſo called, on account of 
its being a gariſon, which kept all the contiguous 
country of Judea in awe; and was now in the 
hands of David, a curb upon the Philiſtines, as 
it was before upon the Fews. This is certain, it 
was the metropolis of one of the- five Philiſtine 
principalities; the ſeat of their kings, and the 
mother of giants. This alſo is certain, that upon 
the taking of it Goliahs family was not de- 
ſtroyed: for we afterwards hear of them more 
than once, in the courſe of this hiſtory. As they 
were a gigantic family, I imagine they might 
have been ſpared by David, from an uncom- 
mon ſtrain of generoſity; or as monuments of 
the truth and greatneſs of his victory over Goliah. 
I am far from pronouncing, that vanity was the 
motive of his mercy to that race; bur this muſt 
be owned, that, if hamanfrailty had any ſhare in 
it, David ſuffered a ſufficient chaſtiſement for 
it; as will be ſcen in the ſequel of this hiſtory, 
Davip next invaded and ſubdued Moab, 
after Amalck, the moſt antient, inveterate, and 
hereditary enemy of the Fewz/h race; altho de- 
ſcended from Lot their kinſman. And altho' 
the Moabites earncſtly invited Balaam to curſe 
| Tfrael, and confederated with Midian to deſtroy 
them; yet could not the 7/rae/ites be proyoked 
„ f b ro 
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to do them any evil: but paſſed them by, un- 
moleſted; and fetched a compaſs round theit 


border, rather than give them any umbrage, or 
diquiet, by 3 thro' their country. The 
reaſon of this conduct is explained by Moſes, in 
the lid chap. of Deut. ver. 9. where he tells us, 
that he received an expreſs prohibition from 
Go p, either to diſtreſs them, or contend with 


them in battle, or ſtrip them of their territories *. 
- Bur at the ſame time that they were commanded 


not to moleſt them, or make war againſt them, 
or take away any of their tertitories; they wete 
as expreſly commanded never to make peace, or 
enter into an alliance with them, ot promote their 


well · being, by any means whatſoever; or ſo much 


as to admit any man of that nation into the con- 
gregation of 1/rae/ to the tenth generation f. 
Now, theſe are parts of the ſacred hiſtory; which, 
in my humble opinion, demonſtrate at once 
their own truth, and divine origin. It never 

et made any part of human policy, never to 
— either peace or war with a neighbour 
nation; and much leſs, neither to invade or con- 
quer a weaker hoſllile nation (notwithſtanding 
the moſt grievous provocations) already more 
than half ſubdued by their own fears , when 


Al the Lord ſaid unto me, Difreſi not the Moabiter, neither 
contend with them in bnttle : for 1 will not give thee of their land 
fer a poſſeſſion, becauſe I have given Ar unte the children of Lot 

for a peſſe//ion. | 

+ Deut. xxiii. 3, 4, 5, 5. — 
"I _— xxii. 3. 2 fore afraid of the people, be- 
eauſe they were many: and Moab waz ſore difireſſed becauſe of 
a ay wa ali bes of 
A NY: C2 94 it 5 
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jt could be done with great caſe, and to great 
advantage. Now, it is demonſtrable from the 
ſacted hiſtory; that the Jews were commanded 
to hold this conduct with regard to the Moab- 
ztesz and actually did fo, where their obedience 
was put to the hardeſt trial. Nor is there any 
other imaginable reaſon,” why they ſpared Moab, 
a weaker nation, after they had Tue defeated 
Amalel, à much ſtronger; and even after they 
had deſtroyed Hon the oppreſſor of Moab, and 
made themſelves abſolute maſters of his country. 
But the candid reader will pleaſe to obſerve, that 
this prohibition from Almighty Go p could never 
be intended either to hinder 1/rael from repel- 
ling a Moabite invaſion, or retorting the 1 injury, 
an chaſtiſing the authors. . 
E have ſeen in the ixch chap. of de homer 
book, that the Moabites were confederate with 
the Philiftines, and other nations, in their late 
invaſions of Judæa: and it ſeems to have been 
Vavids policy at this time, after he had defeated 
and diſperſed the confederate army, to invade 
each of thoſe nations apart, which made it 
Accordingly, we find, that, after he had invaded 
and humbled Philiftia, he ſmote and ſubdued 
" Moab. Then was fulfilled that remarkable pro- 
. phecy of Balaam, Numb. xxiv. 17, 18. A ſce- 
' prre ſhall riſe out of Iſtael, and ſhall ſmite the 
' corners of Moab, and defiroy all the children of 
 Oheth: and Edom tall be à poſſeſſion. Seir alſo 
halle u polſeſſion for his enemies, and Iſrael ſhall 


A Prediſtion, the text tells us, that David ſinote 
Hoch, 


AM 
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Moab, and meaſured them with a. line, caſting , 
them down to the ground (Den with twa lines 
meaſured he to put to death, and with one full. 
line to keep, alive ; and ſo ibe Moabites became 
David's ſervants, aud brought gifts. 3 

FE W texts have more perplexed the learned 
than this. Some think, the expre ſſion of caſt 
ing them dom to the ground, alludes to an 
Eaſtern practice of making thoſe who were 
condemned to die, lie upon their faces, till they 
received the executionet s {lroke: And, if this 
was the caſe, then may we reaſonably conclude, 
(inaſmuch as this was no Few puniſhment) 
that David executed that molt wiſe and righteous. 
law of retaliation upon the Moatites, by treat- 
ing them in the ſame manner they were wont 
to treat thoſe whom they conquered, Others 
imagine, with more reaſon, that the expreſſion 
of caſting down, refers to the demolition, of 
thoſe forts and ſirong-holds which made oblli- 
nate reſiſtance; upon the taking of which, they 
diſcriminated between thoſe who were hardy 
and determined in refuſing all offers of mercy, 


upon their ſubmiſſion, and thoſe who were 


unwillingly with-held by their rulers and com- 
manders from accepting the mercy offered them; 
ſaving the one, and putting the other to death. 
And agreeably to this ſenſe, the Hebrew text 
may, and I think ought to be underſtood thus: 
With two lines meaſured he, vir. one * to put 


oed ellipſes are common in the Sacred liyle, and muſt in 


many inſtances, neceſſarily be underſtood and ſupplied in the 
dat I ſuppole this ſhould, _ | _ 


* 
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to death (thoſe obſtinate few who rejected all 
offers of mercy); and with one full line (in the 
original a line of plenitude) to keep alive; 
that is, to ſave all thoſe who would have ſub-- 
mitted, and accepted proffered mercy, had they 
been ſuffered. fi HS £2 
Ay this interpretation is, Ithink, ſtrengthened 
by the expreſſions made uſe of by the ſacred 
Writer on this occaſion, Now, in the original, 
the word which we render the corners of Moab, 
might better be tranſlated the princes of Moab, 
as the word which we render 4eftroy (defiroy all 
' the children of Sheth) ſignifies in the original to 
unwall:' and then the plain ſenſe of the text 
will ſtand thus; that this ſceptre, which ſhould 
ariſe out of Jrael, ſhould ſmite the princes, that 
is, the ruling commanding part of Moab; and 
#nwall, that is, demoliſh their fenced cities, or 
rather their fortifications! And agreeably to this 
interpretation, I apprehend that David pur the 
commanding officers, in every city that reſiſted, 
to death, and ſpared the people: and it appears 
ſiufficiently from the ſubſequent part of the text, 

that they who ſubmitted were received into 

mercy, and became tributary. - een 
Luxx it be obſerved upon this occaſion,” that 
David was a prophet, and throughly verſed in 
the Scriptures; and when he had there learnt, 
that a king was to ariſe out of Jacob, who ſhould 
one day {mite and ſubdue Moab, it was not hard 
for him to diſcern in the ſpirit of prophecy, that 
he himſelf was that king, eſpecially after the 
1 ,wellage delivered to him by Nathan, from the 


word 
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word of the Lono. And there is no doubt but 
he executed the ſentence denounced againſt 
Moab in the prophecy of Balaam, in that ſenſe 
in which the ſpirit of Gop denounced: it *, 
which J apprehend to be that now explained. 
Bur, ſuppoſing David deſtroyed two thirds 
of the Moabites on this occaſion, and ſaved only 
one third, (for ſo ſome underſtand the text) the 
ſeverity of this chaſtiſement was no greater than 
that which Gop himſelf denounces again his 
own people for their ſins, Zech. xiii. 8. And 
it ſhall come to paſs, that in all the land, ſaith” 


the Lord, two parts therein ſhall be cut off, and 


die, but the third ſhall be left therein. And why 
might not the ſins of the Moabites deſerve this 
chaſtiſement now, as thoſe of the Fews did at 
the time referred to in this prophecy? The 
greateſt ſins the Fews ever committed againſt 
God, were thoſe corruptions which they copied 
from their neighbour- nations; the moſt abo- 
minable of all which were praiſed by the very 
nation we are now ſpeaking of ; and therefore 
there is good reaſon to believe, that they now 
deſerved the ſame ſcverity of vengeance from 
the juſtice of God, which he afterwards inflited 
upon his own people. | 


* 


That he carefully attended to the ſenſe of the prophecy on 
this occaſion, may, I think, be fairly inferred both from the na- 


ture of the thing, and from the ſtrict attention he paid to every 


of the divine commands in relation to that people; for he 
neither diſtreſſed nor contended with them in battle, unaſſaulted ; 
nor, when he conquered them in battle, did he ſeek their peace or 
Proſperity, or to ſtrip them of their lands : he contented himſelf 
* IN making them tributary, ' ne 
« XXV. Judges x, 6. 1 Kings xi. 7. 2 iii, 27, 

Amr id, 2. Euro is. 1. * 
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Dav VID conguers the Sytians = Edom- 
ites. Hadadezer proved to be the Hadad 
Nicolaus Damaſcenus. Same Dy 
fer {ties in the Sacred Text cleared. 


HE next of the confederate nations in- 
vaded by David, after the conqueſt of 
0 


Joab, were the Syrians of Zobah, ot, as Pto- 

ams calls it, Zaba, (whoſe eaſtern border was 

.the Euphrates) then under the dominion of 
 Haaadezer ſon of Neſob, who ſeems now to 
have united the ſeveral leſſer principalities, which 
ſubſiſted there about the beginning of Sauls 
reign, into one monarchy *: and that he was 
ſuch a monarch, is clearly collected from 2 Sam. 

K. 19. where we learn, that he had ſeveral kings 
in ſubjection to him. 

As Hria was a part of the earth early peopled 
after the flood, this nation hath without doubt 
a fair claim to the honour of great antiquity ; 

although we cannot, with certainty, carry it 
alrogether ſo high as the Arabs do, who pretend 
that Adam was there formed, and ſhew the 
place of his formation, near Damaſcus, together 

With that of Abels murder. 8 

Ir is, 1 think, agreed, that in the earlier ages 
| of the world men were governed by the heads 


dee! is here called kid of Zobab; whereas SauPs con- 
Ws ys with the kings of! Zobab, 1 Lan. xv, 47 ; I 


3 
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of families, under the name of kings; and as 
one of theſe prevailed over the reſt, many prin 
cipalities united made a monarchy; and monar- 
chies have generally been eſtabliſhed, earlier or 
later, in proportion to the antiquity of the na · 
tion; and the veneration paid to the founder 
of the monarchy frequently catried his name 
from father to ſon, and continued it down to 
his late poſterity. This I take to have been the 
caſe of Hadadager; inaſmuch as Nicolaus of 
Damaſcus tells us of one Hadad, king of Da- 
maſeus, who warred with David, and was 
defeated by him near the Euphrates, whoſe 
poſterity were called by his name for ten gene- 
rations, Now if this Hadad of Nicolaus Da. 
maſcenus be the Hadadezer of the Scriptures, 
as the circumſtance of his being defeated by 
David at the Euphrates, demonſtrates him to 
be, it is a fair preſumption, that he was the 
founder of the monarchy ; inaſmuch as it was 
his name not his father's (for his father's name 
was Rehob) which was conveyed down to his 
poſterity, And foraſmuch as the founders of 
monarchies, if they were men of great eminence, 
generally became the idols of the people, under 
their poſterity z what if this Hadad was otigin- 
ally that idol of the Hrians, whole ſtatue, Ma. 


* 
= 
- 


_ * 7oſepbus tells us, that this Hadad aided Hadadezer 
David; but foraſmuch as the Scripture makes mention of no ſuch 
man, and Nicolaus. of Damaſcus ſays pig of his aiding Hadad- 
erer, I take this to be a miſtake of that hiftorian, which might 
1— by his great diſtance from the times of Which 
# WIO * 


— 


crobius 
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rrobius tells us, was adorned: with rays in- 
clining towards the earth, to expreſs his benefi- 
cence? Eſpecially ſince Nicolaus of Damaſcus 
tells us, he was the moſt excellent of all the 
Syrian kings: and, foraſmuch as ger in the 
Hebrew ſignifics help or aid, I ſubmit it to the 
skilful in that language, whether this might not 
have been an epithet added to the name of that 
prince to ſignify his readineſs to aid and ſu 
every one that needed his aſſiſtance; as if we 
ſhould call him in our tongue, Hadad the helper. 
Now Hadad in the Syrian language is the name 
of the ſun, and ſignifies in its literal conſtruction, 
one (as the ſame Macrobius informs us): and 
what could be a more natural or ſignificant em- 
blem of a beneficent monarch, than a ſtatue of 
the ſun, with his rays inclining to the earth? 
And if the. ſon of Rehob was ſuch a prince, what 
name could he more naturally aſſume, upon his 
aſpiring to the monarchy, than that of Hadad, 
or the ſun, a moſt beneficent being, which ſees 

no equal or rival in the ſphere of his activity? 
How godlike were the character, and how glo- 
rious the condition, of kings, did ambition only 

- incite: them to ſuperior ſway, from the divine 
impulſe to ſuperior and more extenſive benefi- 
cence!. If any thing could make idolatry pardon- 
able, ſuch princes would ; inaſmuch as they are 
beyond all queſtion the nobleſt emblems of the 
Divinity. 3 CT 
- WHETHER Hadadezer invaded: David, or 

| was invaded by him, is not clear from the text, 
4 Lib. 1 cap. 23. PP an 
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which only fays, that David ſinote him as he 
went to recover his border at the river Euphrates. 
Now ſome underſtand this, as if Hadadezer had 
gone to recover his border upon the confines of 
the Euphrates in order to which, he paſſed, 
without leave given him, through the country of 
Fuden; which David not enduring, they came 
to blows. Others (and as I think more truly) 
underſtand by the text, that David went to re- 
cover his border at the riyer Euphrates; that is, 
to extend his dominions as far as the grant given 
by Gop to Abraham, and his poſterity *, (Gen. 
xv. 18.) in theſe words, Unto thy ſeed have 1 
given this Land from the river of Egypr, unta 
the great river, the river Euphrates. ane 
Tar particular circumſtances and conſequences 
of this engagement are no further related than 
this; that David took from him ( Hadadezer)} 
a thouſand chariots, and ſeven thouſand 2 
and twent y thouſand f ot men; and David houg 


cedall the n but reſerved of e 2 


an hundred chariots. That number probably was 
no more than was neceſſary for the ſervice of 
his ſtate and houſhold. He hamſtrung the horſes, 
in obedience to the command given by Go to 
Pole, „Joſb. xi. 6F. and there is no doubt but 

e burnt their chariots alſo, in obedience to the 
ſame command; and that be did ſo, may, 1 


* And at ſeveral times very — n to Mojer 

722. . Numb, Xxxiv. Deut. i. 7, Ce. and repeated to 
ua, Toſh. i. 

bd Don halt bough. their horſes and burn their chariots with 


| 2, * 
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think, be clearly inferred from the ꝗth yerſe of 
the'\xlvith. Pfalm; compoſed. in thankſgiving to 

God upon the concluſion of this war: He breaketh 
tie 'bow; and cutteth the ſpear in ſunder; he 
brneth the chariot-in the” fire 7. Now theſe 
are in the number of thoſe parts of the ſacred 
writings; Which, to my apprehenſi ion, demon- 
ſlrate their divine origin. It is utterly abhorrent 
from all the principles of human policy, to make 
either creatures ot utenſils (when once become 
our own ſecure property) either wholly, uſeleſs, 
or leſs vſeful to all the putpoſes for which 
tither human contrivance hath fitted, or Provi- 
dence appointed them. And therefore David's 
burning ſo many chariots, and maiming ſo many 
horſes,” taken from the enemy in battle, could 
only ariſe from a principle of obedience to the 
_ commands of Almighty God, expreſly enjoining 
fach a conduct to his people. Why it ſeemed 
good to infinite Wiſdom to injoin it, is an in- 
quiry foreign to my preſent purpoſe. 

Wurm Hadade ger was defeated, the cdl 
of Damaſcus came to his aid, and ſhared his fate, 
for David flew of them, Tao why ener a 
_ wen. 

5 f | 


+1 1 that it is familiar with Devidto | 
3 a vaſt boſbile hoſt under the idea of a flood of waters; a 
noble inſtance of which in to be found in this pſalm, v. 3. Though 
the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the — ſhake 


with the favelling therref,— And J ſhall ouly leave. to add 
s own comment upon it, as one of the ke by inſtances of 


"the ſublime the imagination can conceive, I had almoſt faid, that 


* itſelf could inſpire! —— Toe heathen ra * Lingdoms 
moved =— be * voice — the ave] abs | , 
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Tua the Hadadezer of the Sctiptares is the 
Hadad of Nicolaus Damaſcenus, is, I think, clear 
from comparing the accounts left of both. Mi- 
colaus Damaſcenus tells us *, that Hadad, who 
reigned over Damaſtus, and the other parts of 
Hria, except Phænicia, made war againſt David 
the king of Juda, and tried his fortune in 
many battles, and particularly the laſt battle at 
the Enphrates, wherein he was beaten, ec. Now 
we learn from the Scriptures, that Hadade ner 
reigned at this Time over Syria, both on this 
and the other Side of the Eaphrates; and we hear 
of no king in Hria, except thoſe who were 


ſudject to him: conſequentiy Jeſephus muſt be 


miſtaken, who ſuppoles, contrary to the autho- 


rity both of Nicolaus Damaſcenus, and the Scrip- 


tures, that two powerful princes, Hadad and 


 Hadadezer, ſubſiſted in Syria at this time. Be- 


\ 


9 


ſides, we hear of no battle which Dauia ſougnit 
at the Euphrates, except that fought, as Nis · 
laus Damaſcenus ſaith, with Hædad; and, as the 
Scriptures ſay, with /Jadadezer: therefore the 
Hadadezer of the Bible is the Hadad of Nico- 
laus Damaſcen ue. in 
AN d here it is very remarkable, that the au- 


thority which Jeſephus quotes upon this point, 


fully confirms the account leſt us of this matter 
by the ſacred writers, (or rather is conſiimed 
by it) and at the ſame time confutes his own. 


. *Trnar Hadad and Hadadeger were the ſame 
perſon, may, 1 think, be further. manif 


* L 1 : N 
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From the xith chap. of the firſt book of Kings ; 
from whence we learn that Rezon the ſun of 
Eliadah rebelled againſt his lord Hadadezer king 


of Zobah at this time, and ſeized Damaſcus z 


which plainly ptoves, that there was no ſuch 
Hadad as Jaſephus ſuppoſes then rcigning in 
Damaſcus; and grounds a fair preſumption, that 
Damaſcus was then under the dominion of Ha- 
dadeaer: and if ſo, then Hadadezeristhat Hadad 
of Nicolaus Damaſcenus. | by 

No w, theſe two paſſages of the ſacred ſtory 


throw light upon one another; one of which 


tells us, that the Syrjans of Damaſcus came to the 
ſuccour of Hadadezer ; and the other, that Ren 
fed from his maſter Hadadezer, ſeized Damaſcus, 


and ſet up for himſelf. The Syrians of Damaſ+ = 


cus, there being no king mentioned in the Scrip- 
tures to have reigned over them at that time, 
the learned authors of The Univerſal Hiſtory ap- 


prehended to have been a common wealth ; but 1 
rather apprehend, from the paſſage before us, 
that they came to the aid of HJadadezer, be- 
cauſe they were under his dominion; and when 


they were defeated, Rezon, taking the adyan- 


tage of the reduced condition of his king Zadad- 


Ser, gathered up the ſcattered remains of the 


Syrians of Damaſcus, ſeized the city, and ſet up 
for himſelf, and reigned there, till David drove 


him thence; Rezon the ſon of Eliadah, (ſaith 


the text) ich fled from his lord Hadadezer king 
ef Zobah. And he gathered men unto him, and 


thecame captain over a band, when David ſlew 


—_—_ 


"them: and they went to Damaſcus, and awelt 


herein, 


* 
* 
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dade zer, and brought them to Feruſalem, How 
many theſe were is no-where ſaid: nor can, in 


B. 3. the Life of King Dav 15. 31 


therein, and feigned in Damaſcus, 1 Kings xi. 


"BS, MC. 


Tut conſequence of this defeat of the Dama- 
ſcene Syrians was, that Syria of Damaſcus was 
after ſome time brought under David's domi- 
nion; which being within the bounds of the 
promiſed land ®, David had atight to take into 
his own poſſeſſion ; altho for the preſent he 
only made them tributarics: for the text informs 
us, that he put gariſons in Syria of Damaſcus ; 
and: then adds, that the Syrians, by which, I 
apprehend, is meant the Syrians of Damaſeus, 


(the Syrians laſt-mentioned) became ſervants to 


David, and brought gifts. : 

How great a monarch Hadadezer was, and 
how immenſe the ſpoils which David took in 
this war, may, I think, be fairly inferred from 
what the ſacred hiſtorian adds, that David took 
the ſhields of gold that were on the ſervants of Ha- 


my apprehenſion, be clearly collected from any 
paſſage in the ſacred writings; altho” the 4h ver. 
of the iyth chap. of Solomon's Song, ſeems to 


. ground a probability of their being a thouſand: 
' Thy neck is like the tower of David, builded 
or an armoury, whereon there hang à thouſand 


bucklers, all ſhields of mighty men. . 
Tas expreſſion of ſhields hanging on a , 
tower as GErotius very ingeniouſly imagines, 


alludes to the * eir-rings, pendants and other 


® Deut: i. 7. xi. 24. 
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* gold, then worn by women of high 


— in Judæa, as ornaments of the neck; and 

it is certain, che alluſon an e but ill. 5 
dhe ſe ſhieids were nat of gold * 

As Alexander + Great had his luer ſhielded 
* ſoldiers Hadade gt, it ſeems, had his golden. 


2 H0Y e 


make the pom puny of their 8 er and 
Eclat i an ec © or and 

| . rtiy to (rr the courage 
of G . —— them; ſince nothing elſe 
aud ſecurc them from becoming 3 property 
and a prey to the enemy. At leaſt thete is good 
"Ha to believe, that it 22 upon this princi- 
. that great Raman emperor, Alexander Se- 
venus, inflituted his ch ſaſdides, or ſoldiers with 

| — — ſhields (altho hiſtorians, give it another 
tiurn)s ſince it cannot be imagined, how a prince 
af ſo much wiſdom, and ſuch ſeverity of virtue, 


_ "whole whole lite was ſo abhorrent from every 


| ſuſpicion of vanity, could be aclcd in is al 
by anger princes. oY a 
„Bor howeyer that may be, no impurgtion 
"oh that kind (as l apprehend) lies again _— 


it been but. that he 1 d rbelc 
* 125 may y be beeed ee 3 


had a th ſhields of g old, when Solomen,, who — uch 


hundred ſhields. _ 1 


tho” he made e 
| 1 ot of his cizadel, but of hi deefa⸗ foreſt of 


We) 8 . 2 


: upon this head. indeed, as he was not ,permit- 
= to ſee his treaſures expended ee e temple, 


ined % 

ticher, Rad but 2 hug red i in 1515 two hundred * aud three 

anſwer, 2 might "4 
omon's _— 2 | 
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ſhields to retain their form as long as he lived; 
but I think it pretty demonſtrable at the ſame 
time, that he devoted them to the adorning of 
the temple, whenever it ſhould be erected; in- 


aſmuch as they are not expected out of the ſpoils 


ſaid to be ſpoils. dedicated by him: and we hear 
nothing of them among the ſpoils. of Feruſalem, 
upon the taking of the city. 5 
Ix Hadadezer had ſuperfluous gold enough to 
ſhape into ſhields, it is highly probable the reſt 
of his treaſure muſt have been immenſe : as the 
quantity of braſs, now taken, undoubtedly was; 
it being expreſly ſaid, that from Betah and Bero- 
thai, cities of Hadadezer, king David took ex- 
ceeding much braſs, 2 Sam. viii. S. Arelation, whes 
ther of the ſame tranſaction, or ſome other like 
it, is tranſmitted to us in the firſt book of Chron. 
chap. xviii. with this variation; Likewz/e from 
Tibhath, and from Chun, cities of Hadarezer, 
brought David very much braſs : wherewith do- 


lomon made the Brazen-ſta, andthe pillars, and 


the veſſels of braſs. wt 8 
Tut ſacred hiſtorian next proceeds to tell us, 

that when Ti, king of Hamath, heard that Da- 

vid had ſmitten all the hoſt of Hadade ger, that 


is, both his firſt army at the Euphrates, and that 
which came to his aid from Damaſcus, (for the 


word all comprehends both, and plainly implics 
both to have been his forces) then Toi ſent Fo- 


ram his ſon unto king David, to ſalute him; or, 
as the text might be otherwiſe underſtood, to 


make peace with him, and to congratulate him 
upon his victories ovet Hadadeger; which very 
Vor. II. D ſeaſon⸗ 


* . 


„ e dhe | A 


e diverted” his army from 757, with 


whom Hadadt ger was then at war: and 


partly 


_ as anacknowledgmetit oft e deliverance wrought 


for Kar and 2 to purchaſe his friendſhip, 
_ Toi fent preſents of a'confiderable value to Da- 
vid, by his ſon; v ets of fibver, and veſſels of 
| gold, and veſſels | 0 brafs.” All which, with all 
the ſpoils won from! all the neighbouring nations, 
all aronod him, the Syriant, the Mpabires, the 
Ammonites, the Philiftines, the Amalekites, "Du 
vid, with'a A bounty and a piety unptecedented, 
and, (I am; forry to ſay) but rarely and poorly 
* imitated; Reece” to Gop; that Go, whoſe 
aid overthrew his enemies; and whoſe Provi- 
dence preſerved him, whitherſoever he went; 
"as the ſacred hiſtorian twice obſerves,” n the 


„ compaſs or; a few verſes 


How many batttes' David Kit Eric he 
.. Syrians, the facred hiſtorians haye been no way 
| Holicitousto inform us. Nicolaus of Damaſcus 
tells us, that Hadad tried his fortune David 
in many battles before that at the Eaphrates, 


5 Where he wag beaten; and the ſacted writers 


give us to undetſtand, that there was one N 
t 


2s it ſhould ſeem, a conſidetable time after 
Which, altho not ſo fatal to the Aſſyrians; in the 
© - event, as ſome of the preceding, yet more te- 


dounded to the honour of David 28 a captain, 


15 than ay of them. This is ſufficient? implied 


(1 wiſh, it were more fully luſtrated) in theſe 
words of the ſacred writer (2 Fam. viii. 13.): 
i And David gat him a name, when he returned 
"frm ſmiting of” the Via, in the Ville of Salt, 
eee 
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founded. But, in fact, there is a great deal; and 


* 1 
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ag bteen thayſind-' Now the „. 
zender ſiniting. is in, the original, his — E 
which plainly ſhews:this to have been the proper 
and perſonal action of Dæuid, at leaſt ſo far as 
to imply; his being preſent at the battle, and 
commanding in ies which ſome * critics not 
carefully enough attending to, have confounded 
this Achievment with another of the ſame. na- 
ture related of Abiſbai in the firſt, book of 
Chres. xvlii. 12. where ir is ſaid, that Abiſpai 
the ſan of Zeruiab flew of the Edomites in the 


Val) af Salt, eighteen thouſand... Now the 


number lain in both actions being the ſame, the 
war tho/ſame, and the place of action apparently 
the ſame; critics have imagined, that Aram 
(the Hebrew name of Syria) hath been tran- 


ſcribed by miſtake for Edum; a miſtake, which 
might: more caſily' be occaſioned by the likeneſs 
of tho lettats q and ij in the Zebrew tongue. Ani 
indeed; if there were no more variety in te | 
names ot the relatibgs: of the facts, than what 


might be occaſioned! by the miſtake of one letter 
for another like it, the criticiſmm had been well 


ſuch, as it is impoſſible ſnould be the effect of 


any miſtake , 3 man, that a 2 


convinced. 


more freely, all of them that weed ae 
oh ler Place (beſides the diſtinction laſt· mentioned [ 
£; the text, 2 Sam. vill. 13.) Edom Ro Fo Ree 

wat 25 ner FI "next N the tent 2 Sam; viii, - 
am e of ' Hadagezer, &c. that of 1 e. 
"xvil - 1: hath, from Baum, without any m ion of Hadadezer, 
Aa het plc, the text 2 Sam. PL Tour's Ce. 
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will quickly: be 


36 Ap Emil drew of B. 3. 
Bor ſtill the queſtion returns, How the War, 


| pte of action, and numbers ſlain, could be 
the ſame, and yet the actions different? I an- 


ſwer, That two different 4ctions of the ſame 
kind might caſily be atchieved in the ſame war; 


and the numbers (hin in each be nearly the 


ſame (for in ſuch caſes men count only by round 


numbers); and tWo very temote and diffetent 
Places may be called by the ſame name; which 
might occaſion alt the difficulty. Aud this is 


undoubtedly the caſe here, it being well known, 


that there were in Hria two Valleys of Salt: ont 
in Syria properly ſo called, to the north weſt, 
within four hours of Aleppo; and another, at a 


great diſtance, in Cæloſhria, to the ſourh-caſt, 
near Palmyra; in that courſe, which the Eds 
miltes ſhould naturally be ſuppoſed to take in 


_ - their" march to the aid of Hadadexer; as that, 


wherein David is ſaid to have lain the Syrians, 


is in that region, where the Syr;ans of Damaſcus 


might naturally be ſuppoſed to have aſſembled, 


to the ſame end: a circumſtance which no cri - 
tic took under his conſideration (altho' there 
be ea plain foundation for it in the Hebreù text, 


one being there called 2 valley, and the other 


* be Donde ruf ome dif then well kin, boa 


the* Valley of Salt); and which if it had been 
conſidered, (with other circumſtances: before- 
mentioned) might caſily have removed all dne 
dificulty upon this point. 

I conſequence of this vidory we aber. 

chat David put gariſons in Edom: . 


nx: al 
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wr Edom 2 he — and all they. of Edom 

| and there, is rea- 
pg: to believe, — Pike Alia cha of the firſt 
book of Kings ver. 47. that they were ruled 
by a viceroy under him; Then began to be 
fulfilled that extraordinary prediction to Re- 
bekah,' when the infants ſtruggled within her, in 
the time of her travai Tao nations are in thy 
womb —and the elder ſball ſer ue the younger; a 
prediction, which, altho related by Moſes, Gen. 
xxv. 23. was delivercd to Rebekah, (and con- 
firmed by Iſaac ) long before he was born; and 
not begun to be fulfilled till many. centuries 
after his death. - 

"THEN alſo was fulfilled that pr 
Balaam's, Num. xxiv. Edom /hall — Ay > | 
Serr alſo ſhall be a poſſeſſion for his {54d oa Fins 
Iſrael hall do waltantly. | 

BETORE I conclude this chapter, I muſt take 
notice, that there is one difficulty of moment 
yet remaining ; which lands thus: —lt is aid, 
in the viiith chap. of the ſecond book of Sam. 
ver. 14. That 1 they of Edom became David's 
ſervants; and yet in of firſt book of Kings, xi. 
16. it is expreſly ſaid, that Jab cut off every 
male in Edom. - | 

. I answer that the eon of cutting off 
every male, muſt neceſſarily be underſtood, agree- 
ably to the practice of the Jews, and the com- 
mands of God to them, in relation to their 
enemies which ſtood * (Deut. xx. 10, 9 


c . 


D n : | Wii; 


S i en Arran of Bg 
alk they came up to an hoſtile city, _ 
were to offer them peace; on condition that they 
ſubmitted ; and ſo to receive them as tributa- 
ries: but if they reſuſed to ſubmit, they were, 
upon taking the city, to cut of all the _— 
And ſo the expreſſion relating to Jaab, 1 K 
xi. muſt be underſtood ; vis. he cut off all 
males of thoſe cities that reſiſted, throughout al 

Eaom for that he did not deſtroy all the males 

throughout the whole country, is evident enough 
from the whole renour of the ſacred hiſtory. 

2 Moreover, they who dttaign Davids mercy, in 

= ſappoſing him to have Hain chamber un- 

2 | offending and unrefiſting men, without any 

8 anthotity from Go g, have not, perhaps, ſuffi- 

ciently conſi dered, inconſiſtent it was with 

Z | any degree of ' gogd policy, to leſſen unneceſ- 

| iarily the number of his own ſubjecis; ince chat 
wan in effect, 0 tefſet his own tribute. 

Brsibrs this, David (as I lately obſerved, on 

a like occaſion) was a prophet : and there is no 

queſtion, but he well underſtood the prophecy 

of Balaam, in relation to his conqueſt over 

Edem; and executed it, according to the true 

meanin and intention of it. Now the pro 

Phet 4 he had faid, Edom ſhall be a — 

= Sc. ids, Ont of Jacob ball come he that ſhall 

3 2 dominion; and jhall deftroy him that re. 

| meth of the city; that is, ſhall execute the 

mands of Gop, and cut off all thoſe males of 

ry reſiſting city in Eaom, that ſurvive tlie take · 

11 fink of i it, And therefore they who think the CXC- 

f cation upon the Edomites extended further, in- 
terpret 
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Bg. the Li ef King Davin 39 
terpret the text neither agrecably to mercy, 
policy, ey, ot hiſtorical trat. . 


Ir it be fill thought, that this was making 
war with great ſeverity q eſpecially, if tenouncing 
their religion, was (a it is geherally believed) 
one condition exacted by the Fews, upon the 
ſubmiſſion of the idolatcous nations, with whom 
they warred I anſwer, . that ſuch conditions 
were no way hard upon the aggreſſors, as the 
Edomites now were: and as to the condition of | 
renouncing the abominations of their idolatry, + 
ſince they did. not oblige them to become | 

ews) that, in reality, is little more than G 
exacted of the Carthagmians, when he conquered. 
them; vis. that they ſhould no more ſacrifice. 


* 


- 


their children to Saturn*, 2 
LEV me be indulged to cloſe this chapter, 

with a ſhort conjecture in relation to Abi/ba/s 

defeat of the Edomites, inthe Valley of Salt, &c. 
Ws ate told in the xitb chap. of the firſt book 


E e p a 


n | 0 
of Kings, That Hadad Role away into Egypt at 

f the time that 7oab went up to bury his dead. 

1 In the abſence of Joab, the command of the 

. army naturally devolved upon Abiſbai his bro- 

: ther. That Joab took with him ſome forces to 

, bury his dead, is not to be doubted ;. and that 

7 ſome patt of the country was thereby leſt un- 

. guarded, is evident enough from Hadads eſcape 

. baving married two wives out of one of the accurſ 

f ws (the Mites, his rolleney the E ante fel early into 

. their cvrruptious ; of whom Mo/es ſaith, (Deut. xii. 31.) Zuery J 


abomination to the Lord, which be hateth, have they dane unto 
their gods. For torh their ent and their daughters they have 
burnt in the fire to their gods. bs Boas adds. | 
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On ſuppoſe Abiſbai to have commanded a 
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in that interval. What then can be more na- 


tural, than to 8 that the Edomites, take. 
ing advantage of 


Foab's abſence. with a part of 
the army, attempted upon Abiſtai in that in- 
tervals and were [defeated by him in the Valley 


„ 2: 


ſeparate army from that of Joabs; or to have 


been upon his march towards him, with new 


ſupplies (Which I rather imagine to have been 
the caſe); nothing was more natural than for 
the Edomites to make the ſame attempt upon 
him, in the abſence of his brother, to intercept 
the reinforcement; as M. Livius intercepted that 
which Aſarubal was bringing to the aid of his 
brother Hannibal (Liv. 1. xxvii. 
Ax now did David, as I am well ſatisfied 
from the genius of the compoſition, ſing out 
triumphantly, and with a new introduction, 
ſuited to the occaſion, Pſalm cviii. what, in the 


beginning of his reign, he ſang only in a ſpirit 


of prophecy; God bas ſpoken in his holineſs, &c. 
——1 will divide Shechem, &c. Moab is my waſh- 


fot,” over Edom will J caft out my ſhoe d]; upon 
- Philiftia will I triumph. 1 7 


Ir evidently appears from the beginning of 


„ 


1 


this Palm, that David was then in triumph 
over the hoſtile nations: My heart is ready, O 


Cutting the Gee upon a piece of ground, I take to be the an- 
tient jorm'of taking poſſelſion among the Jews, perhaps with 


ſome allafon to that promiſe of Cop to Moſer, and of Moſes to 


, Jfrach, Deut. xi. 24. Every place, whercon the ſoles of your fret Gall 
l regd, Hall be yours, 46. ; P | 0 5 0 | * A 


. 
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God will" ng, and celebrate even my own 
Awake, lute, and lyre; I will early awake 


27700 Iwill confeſs thee among the people, O 


God; and fing thee among the nations ( for great 
above the | 7s yy mercy; and 00 ies 
thy truth), Be exalted above the heavens, O Lord; 
and over the whole earth thy glory] That thy be- 
troed may be delivered, ſave with thy right-hand, 
and hear me. God hath ſpoken in his holineſs, &c. 
Iwill rejoice, I will divide Shechem, and mete 


© out the valley of Succoth, &c. Moab is my waſh- 
pet. This is an introduction, very different 


from that diſtreſsful complaint, in which the 
ſame words are prefaced in the l&h Pſalm : 
which plainly ſnews David's ſituation to be now 
very different from what it was at that time. 
Ho finely is the nobleſt ſpirit of piety, and 
of -poctry, united in this hymn! How delicate 
this addreſs to his lyre, to be ready at his call! 
to be carly awake and prepared for it; for he 
was reſolved to be ſtirring betimes. The great- 
neſs of the occaſion required it; which was no 
leſs, than to ſing out the praiſes of the Almighty, 
and celebrate his glory tothe whole world around 
him] Filled with this glorious deſign, which had 
taken intire poſſeſſion of his heart, he immediately 


. declares he will execute it Iwill confeſs thee 
among the people, O God; and ſing thee among the 


nations! And, forgetting his addreſs to his lyre, 
inſtantly breaks out into t̃aptures upon the truth 
and merey of his Go Great above the heavens 
is thy mercy, and to the ether x thy truth] al- 

780 I think the word 


dhe root, lignifies to break in * 2 1 2 
> luding 


% 
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lading doubtleſs to the purity and tranſparency 
of that heavenly ſubſtance, e 


Ne r e Nl 
r . Ne 
le, ar of * 5 e 


Hi, Cherethites, and Pelethites. 


HE facred hiſlorian, having coondad. FX 
many great events (recounted at large in 
te two laſt. chaphers of this hiſtory) iato the 
. compaſs of a few lines, reſts a little, to reflect 
n the (tate of David s Kingdom, at this time. 
| He had now ſubducd his enemies all around 
him, and ſtretched his dominion ncatiy to the 
bounds aſſigned to it by Almighty. Gop, and 
Was heogeble cſtabliſhed in it. Dau (faith 
the ſacred writer) reigned over all Iſrael; and 
0 N executed judgment and juſtice vero ell his | 
eople. __ 
NM 8 o W it was, in all probability, that the Us | 
vine wiſdom and goodneſs vouchfafe to admo- - 
- Hilh him, in that noble leſſon to princes, re- 
ce, in 47 5 7 Sam. 72 3.) : Tb 
Cd Iſrael ſaid, the Ro Iſrae ake to me, 
- He dt over men — be ut, ruling. in 
the fear of God. The ſacred writer, inſpired by 
or ſame Spirit, no ſooner tells us of David's 
eignitig over all Mrael, but he immediately 
92 his ſitting in judgment, and diſtributing 
jultice to his Feae * Binies, _ this 
WII 


B. . e * 42 
2 was truly o be 2 king, 00 prote' his ;people = 
foi their enemies abroad, and to adminiſter the 
civil government with juſtice at home. Then 
did b. Angina the æcixth Pſaim, vet. 4. The kings 

| frrength alſo loveth judgment: thou daft e/iabith 
| m, 


5 — peruſes this Pſalm, will find, that 
David here, as cvery- where clic, conſidets G 
as the King of Ifrael, and himſelf only as his 
deputy. To this purpoſe are thoſe expreſſions 
in the beginning of this Pſalm; The ond | 
reigueth——the Lord is great in Sin. 
IT is true, David delighted to exert all 1 5 
power that Gop had given him, to its true pur- 
| — The king's firength alſo loveth j W 
but it was in reality GoD that executed them all— 
Thou doſt eſtabliſh equity ; thou executeſt judge - 
ment and ri reef in Jacob. Then follows 


the one inference always drawn from every po. 


fition of Davids: That Gov is ever to be wor · 
ſhipped and glorified : Exalt ye the Lord aur 
God, and worſhip at his foot-ſtool- . 
| Bur to proceed : 1 
TuS ſacred writers nooner give us an de 
count of Davids executing judgment and juſtice, 
but they immediately add a liſt of the great oi. 
cers then employed by him. For, as a prin 
part of the king's wiſdom, as well as his felicity, 
conſiſts in the choice of able miniſters, to diſ- 
charge the great offices of the ſtate 3 the ſacted 
hiſtorians ſeem to have thought it a kind of. ju» 
| llice due to enum miniſters, to record their 


1 i, Hifberical Ae, of Beg): 


names to all future generations. And therefore 


they inform us, that Foab the Son of Zeruiab * 


(the kings near kinſman) was over the hoſt; that 


is, was, in the phraſe of our times, captain ge- 


—— and Zehoſbaphat, the ſon of Abiud, recor- 
T; that is, as it is generally believed, remem- 

— or writer of chronicles; an employment 

— no mean eſtimation in the eaſtern world, 


where it was cuſtomary with kings to keep 


daily regiſters of all the tranſactions of their 


reigus. A truſt, which whoever diſcharged to 


paddle; muſt be let into the true ſprings and 


ſecrets of aftion; and conſequently, muſt be re- 
8 into the inmoſt confidence. 


- THE perſons next recounted as of eminence 


1 6: the court of David, at this time, are two 


prieſts; Zadoe the ſon of Ahitub, and Abimelech, 


Ie ſon of Abiathar. It ſeems, it made no 


* 


of Davids politics, to cxclude the prieſthood 
from any ſhare in the adminiſtration of civil af. 


. fairs; and much leſs from adviſing even in things 5 
ce.ceeleſiaſtical. He thought it no part of true po- 


litical wiſdom to preclude himſelf from the ad- 
vice and aſſiſtance of an order of men, who, 


from the nature of their office, education, and 


inſtitutions, muſt, in the ordinary courſe of 


things, be ſome of the wiſeſt and moſt virtuous 


1 er lay the moſt a men in the real. 


15 Canis king's iter 
+ Rr! imagine that this was an office like that of lord 
chancellor with as, ſeem to forget the conſtitution of the Few 


"nes where there was no room _ ou hee 
1 
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J am far from infinuating, that this order of men 
ſhould preſide in the affairs of all wiſe and well- 
ordered ſtates. That extreme ſhould, I,think, - 
be avoided, as much as this: but certainly there 
is a temperament of true wiſdom between both; 
at leaſt in all ſocieties, where true religion is 
deemed an eſſential of true polig. 
Wur Abiathar the high-prieſt, who had for- 
merly ſo well deſerved of David,. was not noẽ- 
in the firſt degree of favour with him, is not 
eaſy to ſay. Poſlibly David had, by this time, 
diſcerned in him ſomething of that buſy, fac 
tious, turbulent ſpirit, which diſcovered itſelf 
ſo openly in the cloſe of his reign: a ſpirit, the 
moſt alien from the true character of Gods mi- 
niſters; the moſt unbecomigg, and moſt invi- 
dious, that can be imagined; and ſuch, as from 
the inſinuations of deſigning: men, and the errors 
of the undiſcerning, (who always charge the 
vices of men upon their profeſſions) hath: more 
injured that ſacred order, than all the other ma- 
chinations of their enemies 
Tux next officer in this honourable liſt of 
Dauids miniſters, is Serazah the ſeribe; ſup- 
poſed to be the king's ſecretary of ſtate, ot prime 
counſellor in the law *: and the next, the cap- 
taim of his life guard; Benaiah the ſon of Jaboia · 
da, u valiant man of Rabgeel. Benajah was one 


Dr. Patrick faith, that as the Hebrew word „p ber, which 
we tranſlate ſcribe, imports ſomething of learning, (as the word 
ſcribe in the new teſtament doth) he takes him to have been the 
king's prime counſellor in the law: and others think, there were 


two of this character; an eccleſiaſtical, and a civil, 


= Þ bio he alſauletſ difarmed him, andificw 


Ua upon me, te give ſome account of theſe 


8 Dovidritive worthies of rhe 3 3 
eminent ſor many groat of icht thret 
1 — paiticularty=recounted by the ſacred hi- 
; Heſlew twolion-like* men oſ Adpas: 
be few a lion, in that ſeaſon when lions aro 
L fereeſt, moſt hungry and of conſequence, moſt 
_ eager for prey, in i ſnbα ; and he flew" a 
large and well mado an armed with a 
per, rho” ne himſbilf hat nothing In his hand 


wum with bis om weepon.. There ſeems to 
have been ſometliing iti the fortrade of | Bexarub 
_ imilarand/congeniarts that of Dowd: and pol 
ly that was the reaſen why he made him 
1 commander of ehe Chererbires menen | 
the king's life- 25 
re n ee Tea thi curious For" 


_ preterian- guards t of 'Davrds,: his Gbereubitos 
andi Pelethites, before 1 further: ant 
mall gratify it; the beſt: I can, ima few words. 
And as none of the — Is the critics 
upon this peine have given mecatisfattion,! the 
Trader will not; I hope, be diſpleaſed to have one 
or tWo of . e 'before 5 
Grau en J. 
re Essens word Meibes & Ben ot Wpedlats FUSS, 
est lion; ſo probably the Meadires called a very. valiant a 
then, as the Arabs do now. 
| + The text tells us. Ho flew him in che mig of « git 3 or as 
| the original word may otherwiſe be reap ed, a cave, to which 12 
—— and Where be walt nt hit | 
| vantape 


Narbe, calls them ceHEErᷣ pre kerperr f the tt 


ruar 


*. 
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- THAT Oberer hide is another word for Phils 
tine, elearly from Zepbauiab. ii. 3. Woe 
Anta the-inhabitants-0 of the ſta-coaſts, the nation of 
the Cherethites/!" the word of the Law again 
jou, O. Canaan, the lund of the Philiſtines*.— 
That David's guards were native Philiftimoxty 
of his mortal enemies, is not to be ĩmagined; 
even altho we ſhould ſuppoſe them proſelytes. 
For how could their bei 1 more ef · 
fectuall/ recommend the fidelity of any mon to 
him, than being natives of his ow n country; and 


then is; why any of his own ſubjects ſhould: be 
called Cherenhites t ; and the anſwer to dat is 
obvious. They were called ſo, from their ha- 
ing gone with him into Pista, and continued 
there with him, all the time that he was under 
the protection of Aoluſb. Theſe were they} who - 
reſorted to him from the beginning. inhiguemolt 


* Alſo from kal. xxv- . coder 05 8 
— —— har 
own wat 115 ;_ which was not t _of David. with wich rhe Pha 
> n — next place, foreign have, I believe, 


| a__ and clave to him in: all his 
Same imagine that he chaſe. his 
| 87 hg: a; European princes 45 A 4 
: 3 ed the pro ds of who did not dare to 
truſt their lives to "their „ 


1 nn e ahn tem 0 4 
but they ebe eh the Sai are Chriſtiane, — — 
4 The Phil;flines are confidered by Jeremiah as, leere from” 


* | 
Proteſtant princes may chuſe from aman 
che iſſe of Capbror: and the ſeptuagint always tranſſateè the word 


' . Philitine, by that of ſtrangers | aanigua®;; And che iſle of 


Caphtor is believed by learned men, and I think proved by Ca/mer, 
to be ghbe iſle of Crete. So that Cæretbim or Erne. win 


, > the ' Hebrew idiom, is literally bn v. or N phe from 
rete. PU" 


Aa * * , 
2 7 1 . ; | and 
* ” 
* | 
' 5 
* * . * 
” - 1 
* 


known and tried ſubjects? The only queſtion 


te 
3 


and confidence with the king; and enjoyed, 
among other privileges, an exemption from the 
authority of the captain general, and were placed 
undet peculiar commanders. And I believe it 
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48 An Hiftorical Account of Bs 
and it is no wonder, if men of ſuch y'd 


fidelity were in a more intimate degree of favour 


will be no uncommon thing in the hiſtory of 


any cnuntry, to find legions, and bands of ſol- 
diers, denominated, not from the place of their 


nativity, but that of. their reſidence as general 


Mons troops, who ſojourned with him in Scor- 
land, were called Colaſtreamers, (and ſome of 
the ſame corps, I believe, are ſtill called by the 
"fame name) from a place in Scotland, where they 


had reſided for ſome time; notwithſtanding that 


they were native-Engih . -* 


No as the Cherethites were, as I apprehend, 


that body of troops which clave to David from 
the beginning, and went with him into Philiſtia; 
the Pelethites l apprehend to have been the body 
of troops, made up of thoſe valiant men, Who 


reſorted to him when he was there (I mean, 


when he reſided at Zzk/ag, but fill under the 


protection of Achiſ); among whom I find one 


| Pelet, the ſon of Azmaveth, (1 Chron. xii. 3.) 


who, "as TE, became their captain ; and 
from whom they were called Pelethites; as the 


_ ſoldiers diſciplined by Fabius and Iphicrates, 
were called 2 and IJphicratians &; and as, 
under the later emperors, the ſoldiers were com- 

ech denominated from their commanders: 


[ . . ph mT 
Ce Nep. in Ipbicrate, 


A S ® by * . * 
EE * 4 a3 © as AUS Dc + mmm, ci i7 


unleſs 


1 


4 "4 — 
| . 


{OY 


B 4 Me Lift King Dit. 49. 
unleſ we ſuppoſe them racher'detiominated from 
Peet, the of Jonas ban Who was of the 
kings b e 
No astheCherethiteradheredio Navid, and 
followed his fortune from the beginning, 
juſiiy held the firſt degree of favour with him: 
aud therefore they are always placed before tlie 
 Prlethites, vho only reſorted to him when he 
Hand for that reaſon were etily 
intitled to the ſecond degree of favour!” n! 
40308 of 1+ ! wen 11 en Lb 0 {27 Soto rt et 2 5 
T 35003) 10 ee e 2TH 15 5 
if; penn bel 0H 5 P. V. ud hakt 
Day in quirit after Saul's Poſterity, and. 
_ fnds Mephubolheth, . a + urviving Son. 
—_— whom 0 een as b 
e. ' | 
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4% 1, now, or once more, enjoyed a ſhort 
interval of peace, like a gleam of ſun - ſhine 
in 9 of a ſtorm; and he employed! 
it as became him. His proſperity had hitherto 
in no degree overſet him; on the contrary; the 
bleſſings of -GoD upon him, made him every 
day better. His gratitude to his Divine Bene 
factor had lately cxettcd itſelf in a teſolutiom of 
building a moſt magnificent temple to his ho- 
Nour, from 2 noble purpoſe of giving ſuch a 
diſplay of glory to the worthip of the trus Go p; 
as the world had-hirherro: (as far as 5 ye: _— 


WIS the [444.8 


was 
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Vor. 1 3 con- 


| Him to be under the protection of a very conſi- 


"=: 4 Hess Gs, i 5 * 
ooncrived no notion of: and he bad thus far 
made a noble moviſan for de NOK. Religion 
was his firſt care; and friendſhip no became 
his ſecond:. Ha retailer che ſuong and fo- 
lemn ties of friendſhip het wean him and Jann. 
than, . by the malyi ſacred oaths and, 
engagemcotss and big preſent retirement from 
the Nur and e wer leſt him at leiſure 10 
refiet-ugon them, and: take propes meaſunts to 
fulfil them, s. 1851 hno33t » 21 } 07 0343137 
Ir isnot, I think, to be imagined, but that he 
Wel kned there yet ſurvived one of that dear 
friend's ſons: and J believe 5 1 and 
3 readen will op. 9 10 on 
felt "patgs zt his heart, ng 
ſeeming Hegledof han, for Dots table 
friend's only ſon. Bur 1 believe (ie will appear 
to him, upon better inquiry, that ſince he knew 


_ deradle family, where he wanted ins neceffat 
can venience of liſe, look ing out for à flva 
his throne, before it was thronghly eſtabliſhed 
to him, was not altogether ſo conſiſtent with 
mme principles of political prudence. And per- 
haps tſiis is one reaſon, why the ſacred” witer 
loss ud know, that his throne was how-throwghly 
eſtabliſhed; before ho made any inquiry after 
Sault poſterity. For when he hath infotmed 
the reader upon this head, and recounted the 
train of David's officcrs and miniſters, hie im- 
mediately ſubjoins an account of this inquiry; 
| teln us, that David ſaid, Is there yet any that 
| is If of the be of Seu, Fw N bim 
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Lali? Aud hearidg bf 
had belphged to Saul, 9 
was Z1ba, he fent kor titn, ne 1 7 
ther 40y yer Temaltied of” after's fathifly 


that he might do e rey 5 55 "The 
Mort iti $i i 77 W 


pert rot yet any of He! bouſe 0 5 =} 
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ſety Alt, 
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lie el ar hi * a benign 
ca 5 Skrty 60 ies Wnt e WU | 
bet even to deſcendants of the that 10% , 
hay And 2 3 —.— hith, chat Foldtbak 
eee | ad” the e, 
Was etÞ; ati ir} 
Where 1 Was ſent, and brought hit from 
toute of Mathit; dhe on of Anmiel, x very 5 
confiderable and wealthy man in Ledebay, a 
tetpote cornet of the country, beyond Tl 
whete: Me piece judged: he might ag 7 80 
cealed wi ore Kae Sha ſecurit 
EX found Him out in 
gl, ae him to court. 


he got, when his nurſe was run⸗ 


Gillaa; and fo was in the condition of I 


nius, in Wes Argonautiti, v. v. 409, 1 
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pp from  Fam- ail 27,49: TY 
opplying the king with great plemy of ald 


ee 
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When he appeared before David, he fell upon 


bis, by aw, 86 21 40 did him reverence. Out account 
. eryiew 3 7 torts but Limagine, 
9 the. nature of hag, that it muſt have 

been ap 1 Pa. ale ing on the part of 
= 2 [; as it 1 72 not Without terror, 
'Y | 98, 5 part of Mi owever We are 
= ee de the W 7 275 "Atta. by his name, 

kindly to bim, bidding him fear no- 
ed alſuring him of his fayour, and de- 
ring that he would treat lum as one of his own 
. 6 aj th be) a not 7 3 for 


will onathan 
27225 21. rd 2225 7557 725 all th, 
15 ther; 15 thou ſhalt eat bread 
nl Eat urn to which, 
bel a ee ne, the king, 
py of the utmoſt gratitude and hu- 
99 055 What is thy ſervant, that 2 
| Jook # "ſuch 4 dead deg (chat is ſo abje& and 
i infignificant a creature) 4 1 am? 
Tn king then ſear for Ziba, and t told him Be 
had given Mephiboſheth all that belonged to Saul, 
Aud to all his houſe, appointing him at the ſame 
5 time to the tillage and culture of the fand, and 
ordering him to bring in a proper rtion of 
- the fruits of the carth to his maſter, by way of 
rent; that is, as Grotzus and Dr. Trapp obſerve, 
he made Ziba Mephiboſheth's colonus partiarius, 
his farmer, upon Rue terms of bringing in to 
. his maſter, yearly, half the annual produce of 
and fruits. And from the character and 
ol that man, at this time, David, jo 
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pe . have choſen fitter 
perſon, on whom to devolve that truſt. He 


was an old ſetvant of the family, and then 


decmed a faithful one: he was in the ſecret of 
Mephiboſberh's conecalment, and conſcquently 
confided” in by him: and beſides this, the text 
tells us, that he had fifteen ſons, and twenty ſer- 
vants, by whoſe aid he could occupy the ground 


to more advantage; which ſeems to be a ——— 


cipal reaſon why David employed him. 
therefore, (faith the king) and thy ſons, and thy 


ſervants, ſhall till the lend fur him; and thou ſbalt 


bring in the fruits, that thy maſter's ſon may have 
to eat, viz. both for himſelf and his houſe- 
hold (for Mepbiboſberh had now a ſon, whoſe 
name was — and doubtleſs a family alſo); 
_ but Mephiboſhet 
eat bread at my 


the king hath commanded his ſervant, ſo hall thy 


king's heart overflowing with joy at the thoughts 
of having it in his power to do honour-to any of 
Fonathan's 
cond declaration in his favour: As for Me 


Lat, he fl eat at my table" likens" af the = 
King's ſons. MM; N ens Tye +» 


Tux text then adds an account of Mephits- 


Heth having à young ſon at this timt, and of ; | 
all Zibas family immediately becoming hig ſei- 
vants; and concludes with theſe words: So A. 


e elt N 3 an 


ee thy m r. Ju fall uy 
r 


To this pls bony of the king, Zibs vrofelled : 
a ready obcdience: According to allthis my r 


ſeruant do. And whilſt he was ſaying this, tg 


poſterity, interrupts him witty a> ſoe- 
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biet; that is, altho' his ee * noe 
. might grace a king's table. 

»/'Tag obſeryation is obvious, and. fow of the 

critics haye failed to make it, that, from the 


AI any ace de, whether, this candu@ 


dd cralted virtue in David, let it at laſt be 
pinkbered among chat prince's peculiar felicitics. 


e ane jofties $0-hia pores N 7 
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54 he Ae . 8 3 
my at the ting's rablk, alttough he was oy 
| (far (@ I think; it ſhould be cranſlated) 2 


number of ſervants employed to occupy Mepbi · 


 biſheth's ere, it ſhould ſeem to bays been vety 


conſſderable; bot how copliderable, I cannot 


| take. upon me ſo much as to conjecture. 


IT is another obſervation ſeemingly as 


| . — and that is, that nothing could be a 
| ee . or Lg (Wor 


. would give Nm a et 400 opportuvicic 


of teſtifying his gratitude, his tendergeſs, his at- 

ſectian for. the beſt of friends and was at the 
ſame time the moſt natural means to perpetuate 
this friendſhip, aud to Peopag ate * to both their 


poſterities. 


ſouid ced to the ſcore of à moſt refined 


Iris ag, I think, to be doubted, that moſt of 
Davids Pialms were written as ogcaſtons rg- 
Phe ſacred hiſtorian informs us, that 
aud had em ploy ed this igteryal of peace, in 


uc, that wercy was often an eſſential of ju- 


* 3. the Lifeaf. King: Dives. $5. 
and that he owed this duty ro himſelf, as much 


as to any of his ſubjects; for mercy and truth' 


unnd the 28 He well win his ſolemn 


| bay ga IS ſubjocts ſhared tue 
3 — een 
than be precluded from it 
yh Ler-ir rhen be-profiymcd, that Dovid; in this 
way of thinking, publiſhed his reſolution of 
ſhe wing kindnefs to the ſeed of Saul: Could any 
thing be more natural, than for the enemies of 
— and all the coutt · favourites, to be 
immediately alarmed, as one man? Could any 
of them hope to be the king favourite, upon 
the ſame foot with the ſon of nf? Who 
would be ſo favourably and ſo partially liſtened 
to? Was he to cat and to dtiak with the king 
every day of his life, to have every day an op- 


Yonathan: Should he not do 


of inſinuating himſelf into his good - 


| graces, to lie in us boſom, and to have his car 


in his moſi open aud unguarded hours? What's 
load of envy nd obloquy mult this draw upon 


poor | 
calamny entail all Sas vices upon him on 1 
occaſion ? pride, inconſtancy, treachety. 

On the other hand, ir may eaſily be * 
gined, what the partinans of rhe houſe of Saul, 
and enemies to David, would ſay upon this oc- 
caſion that all theſe fair ptetences and pro- 
miſes in favour of Seu? vEamily; were but a ſpe. 
cious arritice to get the truc heirs to the crown 
into his hands; and that when he once had 
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to tid himſelf of them. Suppoſe this to be the 
true ſtate of the caſe, when the king publiſhed- 
his reſolution of taking Mepbiboſdeth into favour, 


28 I think, from the nature of the thing, it 


muſt be; could any thing be more natural than 


* a 
* ' 


for David to publiſh ſuch a declaration on that 
occaſion, as ſhould vindicate his own integrity, 
tertifyitreachety, and diſcountenance calumn7? 
No ſuppoſe we find an authentic declara - 
tion of David to this purpoſe, prefaced with 


an appeal: to Gon, for his love of mercy, juſtice, 
and integrity; and publiſhing to the whole world 


his abhorrence of villainy, treachery, calumny, 


\ 


and pride; and profeſſing that he would to the 
utmoſt of his power, diſcountenance and deſtroy 


all men of that character; as he would, on the 


cContrary, favour and protect all thoſe that were 


truly religious and faithful: I ſay, ſuppoſe ſuch a 
declaration as that were now extant; to what 
zra or event of Davids liſe could we ſo natur- 
ally refer it, as to this of rceeiving Mephibaſbetihᷣ 
into favour? i: do hz 0 bo 
No it is beyond all doubt, that ſuch a de · 


dlatation is ſlill extant, and ſet forth at large in 


the ci* P/alm;as the reader will find from a 
tort. peruſal» of theſe ſeveral parts of it: My 


Jong ſhall be e, mercy and judgment; unro thee, O 


Lora will I fing hate the fins of unfaithful- 
neſs ; there ſhall na ſueh cleave unto me— I hoſo 


privily.flandereth! his neighbour, him will I de. 


I boſo bath alſo a proud loot, and high 

Aae nat ſuffer bim. Mine eyes look upon 
ſuch as are faithful inthe land, that e, 3 
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dwelt with me." Whoſo leadeth 4 he 


be my ſervant. There ſball no dereitfid per- 
Fon del in my houſe : he that tell#th lyes ſhallnot 


tarry in my fight.” I fall don deſtroy all the un- 
y tbat are in the land; that I may 8 
all wicked doers from the tity of the Lord. 
How noble a declaration was this in | | 
kiog! and how: worthy the imitation of all che 
princes of the earth! and how noble a manner 
was this of publiſbing declarations to his people, 
in ſolemn and ſublime hymns to almighiy Go 
ſet to ſuited muſic, and ſung with joy” and 
tranſport through the land] at once vindicating 
innocence, and propagating pirty! Let this again 
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Dev Bead abuſed. f the Am- 
* ene War an, — #1 
— time; after the event laſt related, 24 
neighbour prince, Nahaſo king of the Am- 
monites, died, and nne ane ee 
in the throne. +: 10 ee 
David, it ſeems, had l favours 
— Nahaſi; but when, or ot What kind, is 
not known: ſome imagine he had kindly enter- 
tained ſome of Davids family, when others of 
them were ctuelly treated by the king of Moa, 
under ae protogion they were placed: Ho 
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ſome imagine; that he had kindly -intreated. 
Did bimſcif, when the firſt Achiſh had driven 
him atay from his cur. 
As Neheſt was at mortal eumity wich Saul, 
n is very probable, that he cook any occaſion of 
treating Douid as well as he could, out of reſent · 
ment to Saul their common enemy. But, what- 
ever the matives of this kindneſs might be, 
| (which-arc not always to be too nitely ſcanned) 
David thought himſelf bound to make the bet 
return he could to it; and accardingly ſent em- 
duſladars to make his compliments of condo- 
— o Hanun, and to congratulate e 
lis gceeſſion ta the ccm. 
nx they arrived, the arincts-of Mona 
(from what motive is not mentioned) perſuaded 
the king, that theſe men, apparently ſent to do 
Him honour, were not ſo properly embaſſadors 
as ſpies, and that their buſineſs: was to inquire 
and to ſearch out the true ſtate of his capital; that 
ſio, when a proper occaſion offered, they might 
more caſily and effed ually aſſault and deſtroy it. 
Tux king, too eaſily yielding to this inſinua · 
tion, reſented this ſu ppoſed deſign of David's, 


much more than he ſhould have dont, had he 


kno tun it to be real: and accordingly reſolved 
to do his embaſſadors the greateſt indignities he 
could: deviſe, And what theſe were, we arc 
thus informed: Hanus (faith the text) took Da- 
wid:s/ervants, andfhaved e the one half of their 
beards, and cut off ' their garments in the middle. 
And Ve arc given to underſtand, that they did 
in-fach a manner, as to expoſc their naked- 
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| the higheſt reproach, bur Alg af the ſevereſt pts 


ments of cowardice in Sharta, that they who. 
turned their backs in the day of battle, were 
obliged to appear abroad, with one half of their 


” N 5 nn 
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ments, eee $4544 * 


Eaſt, where they were deemed: badges. 
nour; and canſequently the cutting aff, and cur: 
tailing of cicher, regarded. as the greateſt, indig/ 
nity; nay, in ſore places, the cutting off the 
beard. was not only looked upon as matter 


niſhment. So it was anticatly among the Indi 
ans, and is gt this day among the Perfiany'*. 
And it was ons of the mot infamous punidy 


beards ſhaved, and the other unſhaved f. And 
as the Spartan are ſaid by Feſepbus to bedeſcended 
from the Jeus, poſſibly this puniſnment might 


bare been originally derived from them; and 


if ſo, tuen this indignity to David's emhaſſa⸗ 
dors, Who repreſented. his perſon, might have 
been intended as a brand of cowardige upon 


him, This only is certain, that inſult and con- 


tumely were added to the indiggity: half, Ih 
beard was cut off, to make them look ridiqn : 
laus; and half the robe, to make their figures 
at once more contemptible and inqecent ; fog 
as breeches made then no part of the Eaſtern 


dreſs, thoſe parts were of neceſſity expoſed, 
Rn 


Which decency dictates to conceal. 45 


= = 
„ 


Bor theſe indignities were not only. inſults 
ppon the perſon of David, in rhoſo ol his em- 


1 t Dr. Patrjat's l comment upon this paſſage, vol Il. y. 30a. 
a [& i t 


Phat. in Agefilao * 
8 


1 


upon nis . * Fr 
Peas the ciitring off any part of the — 


antl if this prohibition teſpected the practice of 
1 the heathen, Who were wont to make an of- 
fring or their hair, or beard, to the demons, in 


MY -, behalf of their deceaſed friends; this inſult u 
the embaſſadors 


bly meant, that theſe men, 


J 4 make an offeting of their beards in his behalf. 
AF Son think David wrong in this conduct, 
And apprehend that he ſhould have had no com- 


mercc With this Ammonite king , ¶Nahaſt) who, 


it muſt de allowed, was a monſter of cruelty 5. 
But however that may be, this we learn from 
it, that no demerit or vileneſs in the author of 
2 benefation did, in Davids eſtimation, cancel 
the gratitude due for it. 
Wr; Duvid heard of the treatment his em- 
= baſſadors had received, who did not know how 
3 to return, and were aſhamed to ſhew their faces, 
= undet the confaſion of the indignity done them; 
F be ſent to meet them, and directed them to 
I tarty at Fericho, eil n beards were grown, 
9 and then return. 0 
= As Fericho had not dern cebuile ſince the day 
5 n wu miraculouſly overthrown, ( Joſb. vey the 


e prota exalted, e hw th their ce 


e's 8 Dr. Patrick underflands by the text, Levit. ax. 27. Nef 
ther Pall thou mar the corners of thy beard. 


1 Being prohibited, as they apprehend, by hat prot in * 


x tion to the Ammonites and Moabites, Dent. xxiii. 6. Thou ſhalt not 
3 l nor their proſperity, all 1 ag ever. 1 
1 ĩ§ĩ? * 


oi band * 9 


who came to bewail Nahas, death, Mould 
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rightly and humanely judged, that his em. 
Hog ri dors would be glad to Tide their and 
conceal chemſelves to more Advantage, in che 
deſolarions of that city, till their beards Were 
wn *; nor could any 5 be better jud 
£7 this 
being 


anxiety of $"ro prevent ' 

andy; po well knew: chat the dignity 
of . 7 excellent things and POURS) great! 
. ſuffers by being once — in a Judicrous figh 
that is, in their moſt op poſire extreme; e 
ideas ate then Abelsted in the ininds of the ſpe 
rarors, which Perhaps ca can never after be Whol 
38 +: \ "30631 
LE reſented the treatment thts em- | 
bilden had received, the facred hiſtorians have 
[ not rhought fit Gn of to ipforth ps: Far if, \ ve 


LI * Pats Sy 18 


- £6: Sata be Pos ths bes Uher ene l 
refuge there, before David ſent to them, to tarry there. Poſſibly 

Jen, might have been then pretty much in the condition 
in which Mt. Baumgarten found itin the beginning of the bfreenth 
aidiry: He tells us, Zacrcheur's houſe was the only houſe then 
ſnoding ; there, and even that without. a, roof. He then adds, 

* There are round about, about a dozen of ſmall cottages jr I ms 

properly call them ſo, for pres {- of ee is 4 hs, 42 
„ tbem, being only e 5 
« within a large place for [peas ma wings ſhut u in; but in 
's 1 ep have hut L.A tents, where men uſed to theſter 

„ ves and goods L Tdi vol. E Je. 

Churchill's Travels, vol. I. 
T And therefore I am aſtoniſhed how, any man ee 

(to throw reaſon and virtue out of the queſtion) could make — 
ridicule the teſt of true excellence, which murdered the bef man 
of the Heathen world ; which firſt debaſed the dignity of Socra/es 
in the eyes of the vulgar, and then brought him to the bar, and 
to the hemlock ! for if Arifto 5 had not been ſuffered to ape 
his perſon and dreſs, and ridicule him, in the Chuds, Anytus and 
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B. q 
ma * el eg . 
al Irance, * conſidered it as an dee 
ful yanity 300 fafpels in, Hanus; and. 
waited to {ec whether he would take any mea- 
77 repair. ard. explate t rhe. inüry! for we 
| no waflik e pr rations madc by im, 
101 re had Pear their co i 
and taken End for 55 yo! know- 
oe what the) 1 FO from . David, fet them- 
des inffantly co ſupport What they bad done, 
dint of arms; and accordingly, not finding 
hemſelves fi nely ſofficient for the forces of 
vid, the ſacred hiſtorian j 1 5 * (5 Fam. x) 
that they ent 7 ied 445 45 be rior 77 hrehob, 
andthe 2 , Faventy th ſen d footmen ; 
Fd of Tin Zap, een men; and of 
Iteb, b 2 Yen we learn from 
alas firſt book of Cbrumles xx. 6, 7. that Hanun 
ad the childted'of, Ammon ſent 2 rhouſand ta- 
dents. of ts hire them chariots and horſemen 


TE 


_ | Meſoporanis, and out of Syria-Maneyh, 


214 out ol Zola. 85 they Bired thirty and 7 
-than/and chortots*, and the king of Manaly and 
bis ens who come and N beſo ore OW; 


er eat: 


o T cannot think ſo; conßdering the ſum 
of and the age in which they were hired, , which knew no other 


of horfes in battle, but e 3 in their charioc; ond 
. Erlln 
map, and number 
in a ſabſe vent battle. eee 
number of charigts, ground themſelves upon 

the -Fubſequent ages, when chariots were much leſs in 
aſter all, the ſame word, receb, (I mean the ſame 


$ 
115 

of 

— But 
diffe- 
rently 


K 3 „ e mere CY 


4 city ſi by moſt critics to be 
bordets of Ammon, but in reality iti the ktihe 
Ruben, Jof! xiii.” 16. contignous to which wat 
Plata, very ebtwenient for the enemy tö 
dx up their chartots upon it In Battle- UAF. 
Tülrurm the Anmoniter, alſo gather 
from theit ſeveral cities, reſorted.” -: 
+ Dovid beard of it (tue text tells us)" 
Heut out bab, aud all thi mighty men, 
therm. it is, 1 think, evident from Hetice, tllat 
Deuid wanted to ſee how Hamm would edadiift 
hiemſeff on this oceaſton, before he ſent dut 4 
Art agdinft him. Nay, I am, for my o pe 
beets from the xc Phan, (which F'a 
ptchend to have been written upon this | 
that he whitcd till their extravagance had c 
them to ſick lengths of outtage, 'as were "thb 
longer to be endured; till they Waſted his c 
try, and murdered his ſubjecta. And to this 
apprehend, refer theſe words A 5, "6. of ils 
pRaſin)'4 They break in pieces thy prople, 5 
5 n thine heritage : they fo err 
thefirdniger,” and rey the Jatorrieſe®. ih 
NN. Mas [T.% "Wo * 


* ee ae dn aa ahh (die 
Pete & reaon why the cox ſhouldnt x0 well be eg of 


dar haps better than | 
e e deen dent be poet | 
bymote than cn thouſand at moſt, ſuppoſing bot ted | 
F r more, the number of — 
a mach” the beſides all this, it ſhoull bs RI, 
that this is that land, from whence Jaiah tells us the 
v was: repleniſhed j and therefore what he there 
(I. ii. 7. more ſtrictty true of the Syrians ; 


* 


4 
er land 
1 nalthor is there amy n tbrir chaviots. 
® Whaever conſiders the length of way the Syrian were to 
wm to the aid of the Ammoniter, upon the conhnes "x 
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rs from many paſſages in the Plalms) 
hiſtory) that it was Davids 
—— never to. indulge; his revenge; 
s Gel wholly to. Cod upon all ſoch 
Andi it appears from this part of the 


5 7 ide, that he cook no ſiep againſt Ha- 
dn, till two great atmies were formed, and in 


the field, againſ} him, Le then ordered out his 
rces againſt them, rather. 10 repel an invaſion, 
"revenge.. an iur. And 1 am; latiahed, 


the. rcaſon, why he ſent out;theſe forces under 
2 Berge command of Jaab, rather than conduct them 


elf, was, becauſe that injury was in a great 
meaſure perſonal to himſelf; and therefore it 
etter became him to decline. all appearance. of 
lon reſentment, and commit his cauſe to 
ighteous Arbiter of the catth ; as he doth 
"Hole memorable words, where with he bo- 
— the xcivth Palm; O Lord God, to. whom 


3 vengeance belongeth, O Gad, to whom Vengeance 
N belongeth, ſhew thyfel that. is, Let thy inter- 


ſition in this cauſe be made evident to the 


World, by the rightecuſack of the deciſion. Lift 
of thyſelf, thou Fudge of the earth render 4 re- 


ward to the proud. 4 4 in as ir 


Au as lie began, ſo he ended this Platm, 
© (ver;.16,)' in the ſame way of thinking, by call. 


Ing to his people, to know who would riſe up, 


2 not with bim, but for him, againſt his enemy: 


bo pl OE AR eee 
1 2 and depredations z and mach leſs — 
to „when two great eee 
cr N "re 8 

b * N 2 . 49-9) Who 


f 
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Who ul riſs up for me again the evil-daers 2? 
Who will — % for — the workers of 


iniquiiy? For ar lapprehend the 
at its 40 publication. The reſt was apparently 


added, after the enſuing battle. Fot, when 


Joa took the field, he found himſelf, I know 
not how, entrapped and embarafſed in the midſt 


of t wo great armies; the Ammomites before him, 


drawn up under the wall of the eity; and the 
Syrians behind him, extended upon the plains of 
Medaba. Military men will beſt judge, whe- 
ther this was not the effect of ſome overſight; or 


miſconduct, in that captain. However, Joak- 
was bleſſed with that diſtinguiſping talent of a 


great captain, a preience and readineſs of mind 
upon all exigencies: he immediately divided his 
army into two bodies, one of which he led him- 


ſelf againſt the Hriam, and the other he ſent 


againſt the Ammonites, under the command of 


his brother Abiſtai; aſſuting him at the ſame 


time, that if he were overpowered by the Am. 
monites, he would fend him immediately aid; 


and commanding Abiſdui to do the ſame by him, 
if he found him overpowered by the "Syrians: 
. with that nobleſt of all martial 


TREES (2 Sam. x. 12.) Be of good cuurage, and 
25 play the men for our people, and for the 
cities of our God: and the Lord do hat Nee 


Jeemeth him good *. 
Tun Syrians, it ſeems; were the better: fol- 


. diers3 and one reaſon of their being ſo, might 


We may lead from hence bow * in- 
ire ſentiments of true religion. 


Wore” te "Wt A 


Palm ended, 
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be, that they had of late, as appears from the 
courſe of this hiſtory, been more exerciſed in 
arms; aud therefore Joab led the choice of the 
Iftaclite army againſi them, and began the at- 
racks, ENG was well judged upon many. ac- 
:| firſt; becauſe it was a proof both to his 
* atmy, and the enemy, that be was not in- 
timidated which was of vaſt conſequence. in his. 
preſent ſituatiou. 240, Becauſe they were mer- 
cenaries, who never think themſelves under the 
ſame engage ments to make an obſtinate xeſiſt- 
ance as they do that fight for their country *. 
And, 3aly, Becauſe if they were once routed, 
who were the better ſoldiers, the Ammonites, 
intimidated by their defeat, wauld. en an 
— eaſier conqueſt to his brother. n 
ThE event anſweredʒ the Syrians wene put to 
Might; and when the Anmonites ſaw them turn 
_ + their backs, the; text tells us, they fled alſo, and 
-emteredinto the city. And Joab, not being in 
a condition either to purſue the chariots, (for he 
Ada no horſe) ot 10 aſſault or beſiege the city, 
returned to Jeraſalum; but (it is to be preſumed) 
nat till he ſaw the coantry- freed from the - 
3 mam army. ee e ee e 14s 
Aub non it Was, as l apprehend, that David, 
X reflecting upon the danger his army had eſcaped, 
8 and partly, perhaps, thro his own fault; in de- 
clining to lead them out in perſon, added ſeven 
more vetſes to the xcivtb Pali; the firſt of 
n begins with acknowledging! the danger, 


WAP bur Yemere eolle@in, in - moe 0 
ele. itium. Tacit. + Hill, oi 
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and aſcribing the deliverance to Go D Inet 


the Lord hau been why help, my ſoul had almoſt 
dwelt in ſilence, &c. And not content with this, 
David again revolving the grearnels of the deli- 


verance, (Which, KE is not to be paralleled 


in hiſtory) compoſed, or at leaſt ſung a. ſecond 
time, another hymn of thankſgiving to Gop, 
upon this occaſion, P/a/mcxxiv ®: which is cyi- 
dentiy the thankſgiving of a man whoſe people 

- wete thought a ſure ptey to their enemies; and 
yet eſcaped by the ptoyidentiaFititcrpoſition of 
God in their favour. ' Which was evidently the 
condition of the Ifpaelites, when they were pent 
in between two great hoſtile armies; from whence 


there was no poſſibility of eſcaping, bur by 
breaking through them by main force: à condi- 


tion, and a deliverance, which could never be 
' repreſented by an apter image. than that which 
David makes uſe of in the . of this Pfſalm; a 
bird caught in a ſnare, who had no chance for 


his life, but by breaking it: Our ſou! is eſcaped 
even as 4 bird ont of the fnare of the ee 


Haas, ts We} me We are edelfoered. 


* Vu Bad not bits" the ord "Mt was on our fide, bes Way 
: Thaelſay'; if it had not been the Lord who was on our fide when 
men roſe up againſt us : then they had ſewallowtd ut up quick, when 
" their aurath wat kindled againſt us: then the waters had aver - 
 avbelmed us, the flream bad gone over our foul : then the proud au- 
tert l gone ever our fu. Bleſſed be the Lord, who bath not 
. 9 44 4 prey to their tgeth.——Onr ſoul is eſcaped as a bird out 


the ſnare Lk fow ders ; ; the ſnare is broken, and we are 


See, 
| 8 —— 
earth, 
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— en "as finiſhed / = David's = 
. - rities during He Period Hd * 
bis Bool ende. * ig 
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too fax advanced to keep the field any 


longer, ot whatever other reaſon made Jaab re- 


turn to Jeruſalem, with the 1/raelite army; the 
«Syrians, who knew how far they had injuted 
and ptovoked David, had good reaſon to expect 
they would viſit. them again, upon the return of 
the ſpring: and area al aida 
. accordingly. 5 1744 > Mug 
HabAnRZ ER (fo . be. is now called, by an 
wo > change of the . letters 4 and r, [TT] 
Whoſe ſimilitude is obvious to every eye) aſſem- 
bled his forces; and not finding them of ſtrength 
ient to be confided i in, the text tells us, he 
ent and brought out the Syrians that were beyond 
the river Euphrates; and they came to Helam, un- 
der the conduct of Shobach, captain of Hadar- 
. ezer's hoſt, | Which when David learnt, and 
was ſufficiently informed concerning them, he 
gathered the choice troops of his whole realm 
together, and led them out in perſon againſt the 
enemy, palfed the Jordan, and 'atrived at He- 
lam, where they found the Hrians prepared to 
regeive them; and drawn up in battle- array. A 
battle enſued, and with that, a carnage the 
8 greatelt 
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greateſt of any recorded in David's wars. The | 


. Syrians, faith the ſacred writer, fed before Iſrge!, 
and David flew the men of ſeven hundred cha- 
riots of the Syrians, and forty thouſand horſemen 
(2 Sam. x. 18;); a relation, which we find a 
good deal diverſificd in the firſt book of Chro- 
nicles, the xixth chapter, and the 18 verſe z 


where it is ſaid in the Engliſb verſion, (which 1 


think very juſtifiable from the original) that he 

ſeven thouſand men which fought in chariots, 
and forty thouſand men. Now critics are of 
opinion, that theſe. ſeven thouſand men which 
 foughtin' chariots, are the men of ſeven hun- 
dred chariots mentioned in the ſecond book of 


Sam. ten to a chariot; which I think could not 


be, becauſe then the faſhion of their military 
chariots muſt have been intirely changed in the 
compaſs ot one year. lle 


Tura is more to be * ſaid for the acticle of - 
foot men;” becauſe the Chronicles being a ſupple- 


ment to the books of Samuel and the Kings; and 
in the ſecond book of Samuel the hiſtorian hay- 
ing made no mention of any footmen ſlain in 
this battle, this addition might be made here, 
to ſupply that defect. But however that may 
be, they both agree, that David flew Shobach, 
captain of the hoſtile hoſt, with his on hands 
(tor his death is perſonally aſcribed to David in 
both +); which the Romans made account of, 
al D. enn V. + nis : 

cl Ny ACRES) on potion aw i hes 
_ [rightly tranſlated; muſt ſatisfy every reaſonable man, chat there 
could not be more than two men in a chariot. 

* + One ſays, he ſmote him; 9 9 other ſays, he ew him. 
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as the higheſt point of military glory; and ſuch 
as no more than three of their heroes had ever 
attained,” from the foundation of the common- 

wealth. Nor was the renown ariſing from ſuch 
a conqueſt” without à foundation of true mili. 
tary gloty, in thoſe ages, where perſonal prowels, 
and great bodily ſtrength, were always eſſential 
ingredients in the character of a great comman- 


der; whoſe perſonal bravery was the ſheet» 


anchor; and only reſource of his troops, when 
hard puſhed by their enemy, or other wiſe re- 
duced to diſtreſs of any kind: For, in that caſe, 
to vanquiſh the captain, by dint of ſuperior 
valour; and de xterity in arms, was, in effect, to 
diſmay and to defeat his forces. 
_ Ware this city of Helam, mentioned in the 
text, was ſituared, none of the critics have been 
able to inform us. But inaſmuch as this is evi- 
dently the laſt battle fought by Hauad againſt 
David, (as Nicolaus Damaſeenus witneſſes) upon 
the banks of the Euphrates z there can, I think, 
be bar little doubt that Helm was built upon 
the banks of that river ; which probably was one 
cauſe of the great ſlaughter made of the enemy 
in this battle, inaſmuch as, having the Iſraclites 
before, and the Euphrates behind them, they 
found leſs room for flight. 
Tax gaining of this battle, under theſe ad- 
vantageous circumſtances effectually finiſhed the 
Syrian war; and eſtabliſhed Davids dominion 
on that ſide; to the utmoſt extent of Gov's pr 
miſtyto Abrahams From the — in to 


00 * river, the * 05 Ruphr 277. | 755 or he 
" facred 
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ed to help the children of Ammon any more. 
AN o now was David, as I conceive, ad - 
vanced to the higheſt pitch of n glory, 
fortune, and felicit _- / 
Ax here, perhaps the reader may not think 


it amiſs to reſt 4 while; and revolve the ſeveral - 


gradations, and ſignal felicities, by which he 
arrived to this eminence, , | 

ANo firſt, it is remarkable, that the natural 
foundation of all this grandeur was laid in the 
very beginning of a civil war, of five years con- 
tinuance; which, in all appearance, was waſte-! 


ful, and would be ruinous, both to him and 


his people. But whilſt his enemies, for that 
teaſon, left him unmoleſted, he employ'd that 


hole time, partly in gaining over the tribes. to. 


him, and partly in training up all thoſe who 


ſided with him, to arms; his on tribe firſt, 


and all the reſt gradually as they joined him: 
and all this, under a ſpecious and unſuſpected 
colour of keeping up a proper force againſt 1fh- 


boſheth his rival. And as his army at no time 
exceeded the number of twenty-tour thouſand. 


men, ſo ſmall a number created no ſuſpicion, 
nor gave any jealouſy to his-ncighbours; Who 
never reflected, that theſe troops Were changed 

every” month? and an cqual number ot new 


men brought into military diſcipline: or, if they 
eu that it was ſo, aftcr ſome time, poſ- 


e F 4 1 


facred hiſtorians inform us, That when all tbe 
kings that were ſer uant to Hadare ger, ſut that 
they were ſmitten before Iſrael, they made peace 
with Iſrael; and ſer ved them: jo the Syrians fears 
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"__ this: gave them ail les ſuſpicions/a, warn 
prehending that there, was leſs to be feared: from 
a body of raw, undiſciplined men; little confi- 
dering, that by this monthly and regular rota · 


tion, every man in his dominions muſt in a little 


time be trained up to arms; and, in the courſe 
of a few circulations, thoroughly diſciplined: as 
in fact it came to pals, For we find him, in 
little mote than eight or nine years, able to 


withſland the united force of all his neighbour 


nations, invading him at once; which perhaps 
never was the caſe of any other prince, _ the 
foundation of the world. 

I is true, other princes, Alexander the — 
{for example) and Charles the XIlth of Sweden, 


have been combined againſt, and / invaded by 


ſome of their neighbours, in the beginning, 
and, as they.deemed-it, infancy of their reigns; 


but I cannot recollect, that ever I heard ur read 


of any general combination, unanimouſly en · 
rered into, againſt any prince of any nation, 
and yet totally defeated, except David. For 
what other prince, from the foundation of the 
world, could cry out with him. — All nations 
compaſſad me about, but in the Name ah 56 Lord 


1 have deſtroyed them? 


Ir is obbious to obſetve, that the 3 
derived to Da via from this combination thus 


defeated, were very great. For, as all theſe 


ptinces, by thus maniſeſting their hoſtile inten- 


| tions againſt him, gave him, by the law of na- 


turen an unlimited right of exerciſing hoſtilities 


19 755 them, be faw * at full liberty to 
invade 


. beth | | l 8 
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invade each of them apart, as he found it moſt 


convenient, and accordingly did ſo; till he gra- 
dually added all their dominions to his own; 


and ſtretched his kingdom to the bourtds otigin· 
ally aſſign d to it by Almighty-Gop: and in ſo 


doing, ſignally, and beyond all poſſibility of 


evaſion, fulfilled the — remarkable prophe- 


cies, that ever were delivered RO the mn 


tion of the world. nan 30 N 

Av as theſe wars were often intetraptetl;c it 
is remarkable, that David filled all his intervals 
of peace with the beſt arts of peace, and with 
the nobleſt offices and-/purpoſes- of religion 
and virtue; cſtabliſhing true piety, diſtributing 
juſtice, and fulfilling the ſacted engagements 
of friendſhip. He built a magnificent city; 
ſtrengthened it with walls, and with a citadel of 
uncommon magnificencez adorned it with pa- 
laces; and crowned it with the tabernacle of 


Go o: completed the public worſhip of Go p, in 


all irs parts, with a ſpirit of piety, that never 
was equalled; and in an order, and with an a- 
tendance, worthy of it. | 

Leer me add that when David "Wk weary 


of war, and his mind was wholly cmploy'd in 
the nobleſt offices of peace; when he would 


gladly have ſtopped ſhort, and left much of the 
work aſſigned him by Almighty God, undone ; 


Ha new war was forced upon him, in conſe- 
quence of one of the kindeſt and moſt generous 


acts of friendſhip; which ended in extending his 
a to the mon limits aſſigned to them 


A | | (on | 
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(on that ſide) by the ee Arbiter of 

the univerſe. 

Tus period .comprokends a pace of: about 

twenty years: during which time, David waged 
eight * feveral+ wars; and finiſhed — of 

them: all righteouſly begun, and ſucceſifully 
ended. And, which is more extraordinary, he 
fought no battle, during that whole period, 
which he did not win; and allaulted no 197 wg 
which he did not take; --- 

 - Ina civil war, of five years eee he 
never once lifted up his ſword againſt a ſubject; 

and at the end of it, he puniſhed no rebel, he 

remembered no offence, he revenged no injury, 
but che murder of his rival. 

Wurn he had ſubdued his ths 100 
etabliſhed his throne, he remembered his friend · 
ſnip to Jonathan; reſtored Mephiboſbeth to his 
eſtate; took him to his boſom; and treated him 
as his own ſon; and did every thing in his 

power, to perpetuate to his poſterity, the friend 
imp he owed his father.. 

To crown all — with all theſe rare and true 
felicieics, their only ſute ſoutte and ſecurity, 
his religion and his innocence till remained with 
him: and, had his innocence ſtill ang his 
flies had Qi - er eil; 

T wit Secondl 

Ea Fat, The N 2 war. e 
Te Philifline wür. Fifthly, ki ar with Moab, Sify: 
The firſt war with Hadadexer. Seveithly;' The war with * 
W e „n 
110 | 30 And 
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AND here I end this books not glad, nor ſtu- 
dious to begin another; which mult open a new 
ſcene, very different from all the paſt, and ſuch 
as, I own, I cannot think of, without united 
horror and affliction, 
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CHAP. I. 4 


Davy, bebolding Bathſheba batheing 


herſelf, falls lade the Temptation; 
gy fe criminal Commerce with ber: 


= s Death the inevitable Conſe- 
quence of this Commerce. 


XN the cloſe of the laſt book, we left David 
1. in the height of honour and happineſs; 
his country flouriſhing, his armies Gels 

ful, and his enemies at his fect. But the 
heights of fortune and felicity are not here the 
| ſecureſt,ghid the ſteadleſt Nations: tempeſts and 
temptations encompaſs them; which * 
thing 


able ſtate. 


d "EY | , 


thing ſerene and permanent, in this frail, un- 


. 
FF. 


Tus ſeaſon. of warfare returned the. Ame- 
nites were the enemies and indignities, per- 
ſonal to David, werte to be vindicated 4, decency 
and dignity more naturally referred them to the 
chaſtiſement of others. Jaabò therefore, and all 
Iſracl with him, were ſent into the field, and 
David continued at homme. 

Jos, altho he came off victorlous in the laſt 
expedition, had however. been, reduced to great 
ſtreights z, ſeemingly; from ſome defect in bis 
on conduct. And thereſore David ſeenu to 
have been now more than ordinarily careful, 
to ſend him out well attended: inaſmuch as 
he ſent out not only all the flower of the Iſraclite 
forces, but likewiſe his own. life-guard (his 
Worthies as I apprehend included) along with 
him 4. And the effects were an{werable ; for 
. the text tells us, that they deſtroyed the, children 
7 222 and be 


David tarric HE S175 
_ And it came to paſs, that whilſt he was there, 
riſing one eyening from his afternoon's reſt, and 
walking upon the roof of his houſe, to enjoy 
the retreſhment of the evening air, the uſual 


Jeruſalem, 


relief of warmer climates ; he happened 25 | 
Hul 


fortunately to caſt his eye upon a molt beau 
woman, who was bathcing. herſelf for health 
and refreſhment, in that cool and ſeaſonable 


280 T think we are well warranted t6 underſtand thoſe words, 
2 Sam. xi. 1, David ſent Joab, and bi: ſervants with him, and 
all Ifracl. 

134 hour; 


leged Rabhah, (their capital) 
fill os 
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clearly; to very diſtant Eye, — led 
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Bad- Whether" tH- ber We, or N 
_ yard, overlooked by the palace, or in ſome 
of der houſe; whoſe windows opehed 
that Way, is not certain. Tradition points out 
= ce of à fountain, ill called after her 
which fnould make it probable, that ſhe 
des in « arden, did hot'Foſephus expreſly 
declare, Nan in — houſe. Aud 
indeed the natural modeſty and decency of the 
ſex, and circumſtaner of the time;. (the evening) 
make his account much more credible. And it 
Certain, that the ' declining rays of the ſan, 
ſhooting into e Iost recefſes of her chamber, 
at that time of the day, and throwin — grea 
juſtre around her, might diſcover 


ſtiſpicion on her part, of any poſlibility of her 
"ſeen 3 and, of *conſequente; conſiſtently 
Wicttr all the reſer of modeſty. However, this 
oz is undoubted that Da via, ſtruck with her 
and beauty, which, ſuppoſiag it under 
the conduct of the moſt garded modeſty, might 
yer, in the action of batheing; de, to him, a 
1 new, r and furpriſing, (and 
eur , as few modeft men have ever 
deheid but by accident) ſuffered himſelf to be 
too much tranfporred with it, and fell at once 
under the temptation. For, inquiring in the 
inſtant, and learning who he "was, he ſent, 
aud had her brought into his apartment: where 
he had. criminal commerce with her; and ſoon - 
8 9 to return eher houſe. 91 
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Al this was à ſudden, and, as it ſhould 
ſeem from Nachaw's n a ſecret, ttanſ- 
action. 442 7401 en 2:44 


Isa not — opon me to accotint for 
this: quick impetuous paſſion (the ſtarts of 


paſſion arc 


perhaps the ſtrangeſt 


phænomena 


in our frame) and much leſs will I preſume 


either to excuſe or inſult ie: one thing only 
. we know, that whatever in any degree impairs 
the power of reaſon, adds ſo much to the power 
of paſſion; and poſſibly that numbneſs of rea- 
ſon, that ſtupidity, which never fails to attend 
an afternoon's ſleep; upon a full meal, might 
have been one ingredient, or ſome way or other 
an addition to the extra 
the humane reader will pardon me the weakneis 

of wiſhiug to alleviate it. Nei in 288 
Tus woman was Barhſteba, the wiſe of 
Uriah, one of the kings worthics, and then 
with a in the field. And it was caſy r 
the king to ſend for her, under the pretext of con- 
Mabe ſome N e to n eee Ander 

7 Inn ns Ty 1201 
War the ſtate of David's FR PEE — 
the tumult of paſſion was laid; Barhſbeba de- 
parted, and reaſon returned, 1 ſhall not take 
upon me to paint. The calm reflections of a 
ſpirit truly religious will beſt imagine the hor- 
. rors of ſo complicated a guilt, upon the recoil 
of conſcience; when all choſe paſſions, whoſe 


blandiſhments, but a fe moments before; de- 


* rom ſeduced, and overſet his rcaſon,- now 
55 reſumed 


vagance of this; at leaſt, 


\ 


reſumed their full deformity, or ruſhed: into 


Jove; ſuto ſeif-deteſtation ; and ho 
into the horrors cf deſpair! The wi 
his own worthies, apparently, an innocent and 


| * d, which there is not the 
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their contrary extremes; deſire, into diſtraction; 
the ſweets of ſure, into bitterneſs of ſoul; 
13 almoſt 
of one of 


a valuable woman, abuſed; and tainted, and 
brought to the very brink gf tuin and infamy ! 
A btave man baſely diſbondured! and a faith- 
ſul ſubject irreparabſy injured ! The laws of Goo 
-trampled under: foot of that God, who; had 


ſo cminently diſtinguiſhed, exalted, and ho- 


-nouted him! Well might he cry out in the 


anguiſh of this diſtracted condition; Fearfulneſ5 


me, and horror hath 


and trembling are come upon 


ouerwobelmed me. In dne word, his condition 
was now ſo dreadful, at it was not caly for 
him ro bring himſeſſf to the preſumption of 


neuen petitioning fot mercy! And this I take 
to be the true reaſon, why we find no Pſalm 
of Davids penned upon this occaſion, Not 
that he continued any time, and much leſs a 
long time, (as ſome have weakly imagined) in 
a ſtate of impenitence: that is the ſtupidity, not 
of an initiating ſinner, but a ſcared conſcience. : 
BSD ES, had that been his cale, the in- 
| rexcourle had been continued, and the guilt 
leaſt colour 
reaſon to believe, or even ſuſpect. Quite 
—— e am ſatisfied, nothing ſucceeded 
this firſt act of guilt, but ſincere repentance, the 


1 ond a repos. habit of abſti- 
. 5 a nence 
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nence from the repetition of it. The indul- 
gence in guilt was an impetuous, unruly act of 
:flion : "the abſtinence from repeating it, a calm 
continued habit of religion. 
Horx and bleſſed abſtinence! ſure teſt of vir: 
tue, and proof of petiitence ! Could any merit 
in mortals atone for guilt, in the ſight of Gop, 
I own, I ſhould ſeek no other ſatisfaction for 
this, than the ſacrifice of ſuch an abſtinence. 
But, alas! mortal guilt is not ſo expiated; nor 
its dreadful conſequences to be evaded, ot 
eſeaped / Yor 8 
BarhsHERA was With child; the proof of her 
adultery inconteſtable; and the puniſhment due 
to it, inevitable, otherwiſe than from the cover 
of a ſubſequent commerce with her husband. 
Accordingly Uriah is ſent for, and Joab ſecretly 
directed to diſpatch him to the king, as from 
himſelf; probably, as a flit perſon to inform his 
majeſty of the condition of the army; and to 
receive his furthet commands in relation to the 
ſiege. And it is certain, that if Criab were 
Joab's armout- bearet, as Foſephus aſſures us he 
Was, a fitter perſon could not have been 
„ CER EIIIOR, c LS 3 0's 
Wax he arrived, the king received him kind- 
Iy 3 inquired how Joab and the people with him 
aid, and how the war profper'd : and when he 
nad examined him as he thought fir, directed him 
to go home, and refreſh himſelf, after the fa- 
tigue of his journey; and when he was departed 
from the palace, ordered (as a fingular mark of 
his favour) that a meſs of meat from the king's 
7 Vor. II. . \ F489 G . f table 


| 92 As b alike of By. 


— ſituation of his 
lervice of his troogge 


4able ſhould follow him to his houſe. It follow- 
ed accordingly, but found him not there, : For 
the text tells us, Uriah flept at the deer of the 
s heuſe, with all ihe ſervants of * lard, 
—— not dawn to his 
VN Dauid heard, that ink bad nor gone 
; oo to his hauſc, but ſtayed all night in the 
'with, thoſe of his: ſellow- ſoldiets, who 
then kept the ward of the kin 48 þ houſe, he ſeat 
for him the next morning, rebuked him in 
a kind manner, for not having taken proper care 
of himſelf after the teil of his journey. raab, 
in teturn, gave the king to underſtand, that caſe 
and indulgence, would. ill become him, in the 
ty's affairs, and bard 
be anſwer, in the origi- 
nal, is truly heroic :== And Uriah ſaid unto Da. 


” uud, The ark, and Iſrael, and Judah, abide in 


 Fents,; and my lord Joab, and the ſervants of my 
lard, are encamped in the. open fields, Shall 1 
| then go into mine houſe, to eat and to drink, and io 
li with my wife? As thou live. and as thy ſoul 
liverb, I will nat do this thing. 

- Tax reader, I believe, can have no doubt, that 
this diſappoint ment threw. the king into great 
perplexity: he was evidentiy at a loſs what to 
do, or how to conduct himſeif: and in that 
doubt, commanded Uriah to continue at Feru- 


alem one day more: Tarny here, ſaid. the 


to- dan alſa, and ta morrom I wall let thee depart. 

cgordingly, we lcarn from the text, that be 
nr there that day, and the next alſo. . hng 
was doubtleſs till at a lois what to 1 pro. 


ably 
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bably not without hopes, that Urinhs being ſo 
long in the ſame city, with fo amiable a woman 
as Bathſdulu, might ſoften the ſevetity of his te · 
ſolution arid induce him to make her a viſit 
But in van: hn was dereintined; dad dn. 
flexible - N. 

1 D244 Mal but one thing lep gain his 
point: and that was, to try what effect wine and 
cheat might have upon the ſoldiers ſpirit. 
en of that profeſſion do not think themſelves 
| — (out of theit ſcaſons of diſcipline) to be 
ſtrictiy upon theit guard, againſt ſuch occaſional 
refreſhments, and reliefs of. toil z which ſome- 
times make the wiſeſt men forget their ſeveteſt 
reſolutions, and might naturally be h to 
have the fame effect upon Uriah; eſpecially with 
regard to a reſolution againſt nature, and toe 
ſtrictly ſevere. _ | 
David tried the experiment; but to vo pur · 

We are given to underſtand ftom the 
text, that he made Uriah drink to ſome excels, 
enough to-diſtucb his reaſon, but not to ſhake 4 
his reſolution : for when he left the palace ij 
the evening, he. again reforted to the king's. 
guard, and paſſed his night with them: b. 

went not down to his houſe. 

Wuar horrors feized the foul of David, upon | 
hearing this news, the next morning, is muck 
eaſier. ig be imagined, than expreſſed. He had: 
in; brave man: to undo, or to repair the 
evil, was impoſſible; all that he, could hope, 
Was, to hide the injury, and not toaggravate by . 
* i. He had donc all in his power, to 

| ew” effect 


42 
9 7. , 

1 
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1 but to no purpoſe If the infamy 
were expoſed, it were in all appearance impoſſi - 
ble to protect Bathſßeba: it is not clear; that he 
could protect himſeif. An affair of that conſe- 
quence would doubtleſs be brought before the 
ſupreme council of the Seventy, cſtabliſhed by 
Meer x from its nature, the moſt ſolemn and 
powerful aſſembly, that evet ſat in judgment in 
any ſtate! made up of the princes and rulers of 
every tribe; among whom, a man of 'Uriah's 
alliance ̃ and conſequence muſt have many 
friends; altho juſtice ſhould atherwile- fall to 


have its due weight. 
TE Talmudiſts 8 the jutiſdicion of this 
council, even over kings. T know they are ge- 
nerally disbelieved in this point; but I ſincerely 
own; I know not for w t reaſon, eſpecially 


ph Some people infer, from the Gepe of de Series thi 

Sabbedvim bad cealed b ſed under their kings: but they Rm how 

—_ 1 is to, — that a council ſo ſolemnly inſtituted by 

E. in che continuance of which every tribe was ſo nearly 
gd would es ceaſe, tho“ Tha its power mi 
n waer been confider and poſſibly 


Beſides, there. 4 I think, A plain proof of its ſubſting; dedu- 
cus rom*>ap. viii. of Exotiel, where we find ſeventy antients of 
che people with Paazariab the ſon of Shaphan (a famous ſcribe 
in the days of 7ofieb) in the midſt of them, offering incenſe to 
idol: who could theſe ſeventy antients be, but the Sanbedrim? 
What their power was in the days of David, we cannot ſay ; 
* bit what it was after the captivity, will beſt be learned from 
ſethus's Antig, ib, xiv. cap, 17. where we find them calling 
_ Herod before them, for putting a notorious robber to death, with- 
out their ſentence; when he was tetrarcbh of Galilee, and bis father 
weurgtor:of Judæa. And it was as much as king Hyrcanus could 


Ich fave his life. 
4 _ hrs 40 to the daughter of Aroniel the ſon of Al.. 
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from chap. xxxViii, ver.” 5. of 
Yeremiah, that the primces had a power which 
the king could not controu ll. 
NA, alcho' it mould be imagined, that the 
 Sanibedram did not rhen ſubſiſt, I think there is 
ſome reaſon to believe, that the very prieſthood 
could bring both David and Bathhſteba to public 
juſtice upon this occaſion. This we Know, that 
they were able to put the law of leproſy in ete- 
cution upon U iab, one of the greateſt princes 
of his deſcent, in the very height and pride of 
his glory (2 Chron,” xxvi. 20, 21;); for, altho 
he had then an army of four hundred thouſand 
valiant men under his command, they thruſt 
him out of the temple, and ſhit him up in a 
ſeveral-houſe, to the day of his datum. 
Tus then I take to be, beyond all doubt, the 
truth of Davids caſe. He had committed one 
great crime; and he was under a kind of ne- 
ceſſity * of protecting that, by committiug a 
greater. He could not bear to ſee the innocent 
woman he had injuted, brought to public infa- 
my; and he could not ſcreen her from it, but 
by the death of her innocent husband. And 
thus adultery begat murder. Uriah was ſent for 
the next morning, and charged with dif; 
to the general, which contained his own deathij- 


ART bee orien nagar HR tET7 
ln the general the rule of duty is/obvibus;+/A man ſbonld 
die, rather than commit fin nor will. I preſume to ſap, there, is | 
any exception to this rule: yet I cannot pronounce it impgſlib 
that one fin may draw men into dilemmas of greater. 

I. Some have imagined; that Uriah forbore going to his own 

15 3 7 from. a ſuſpicion of the king's commerce with his wife. 

Had chis been the caſe, he had certainly examined the diſpatches 

Tent by him to Jab. ''* 10 re * N 
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85 
. Ar; is melancholy to obſerve, that whilſt, we- 
% are taſſed upon the waves of this world, the ho- 
: ſterous waves of paſſion and appetite, the vety 
, beſt men ate hat tao much in the — — 
St. Peter in the ſea; they walk one ſtep upri 
1 and ſink the next, And, ſinking one ſſep, if — 
band of mercy be not reached out ta teſcbe them, 
me mey muſt fink deeper. Dave bur this moment 
ſadly repented- of on ' great; guilt, and is "OO 
upon the verge of perpetrating a greater. 
Tux reader will, I believe, be deter ſatlüfſed, 
bs; take the account; of this marter from the 
ſaertd biſtorian's own Werds, 2 Cm. xi: 14, 15, 
16, and 17 verſes. I can throw no light upon 
che text by varying them, and Gon forbid 1 | 
ſhould wiſh to obſcure it. He tells us, that in 
ghe morning is came in paſs, that David wrote a 
litter to Foab, andi/ent it by the land o, Uriah, 
Aud be wrote in the letter, ſaying, Set ye Uriah in 
tbe fare-front' of the — and retire ye 
tim, that he may be ſmitten, and die. 
Aẽnd it came to paſa, when Foah objerved tbe city, 
mat be Amed Uriah unto 6 place where be knew 
that valiant men were. Andi the men of the city 
irn out, and fought. uitb· Jaab and there jel 
| 2 the people of the ſervants David. and 
: riab the Hittite died alſo. WIE 7 74 »13 / 
UR1an's known bravery made it eaſily appre- 
| hended, tha be would be foremoſt in danger: 
IA wt coplequence, bing ned in it, he 
_ , muſt die. F 
1 Thus fell this brave moch 3 8 ſoeriſios 60 his 
on heroic virtue, and his prince's guilt. He 


Fell þut not * lome his braye compa- 
nions 
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ſerted him in death. n 
When this black and horrid deed was perpe- 


träted, a-meſſeriget was immediately diſpatched, 
to carry.the hews to David; altho under colour © 


of informing him of the ſtate of the war in ge- 


neral, and the ill. ſucceſs of the laſt attack. — 


And the Ae Was icularly inſtructed, 
that if he found t 1272 wrath rife r6.4 high 
degree, on account of tl = 
tempt, and. too-neat approach to the city walls, 


he ſhould then add, that Uriah the Hittite wat 


Joss meſſenger ſeems to have been a man 
of uncommon addreſs: who, judging it more 


adviſcable to prevent the king's anger, than to. 
take upon him how to appeaſc it, when he had 


given his majeſty a general account of the army, 


added a relation of the late unlucky Ikicmiſh, ia 
the following manner ; That, as they were car- - 


ty ing on their approaches to the city, the enemy 


Allied upon them, and repulſed them to a con- 


| fiderable diſtance :\ but were ſoon beaten back, 
and purſued to. the gates of the city : That ig 


the ardour of the purſuit, ſome of the 1/az/ite- 


forces, approaching too near the Walls, ſuffered 


by the ſhot of thoſe who defended them: That 
ſome, of his majeſty's ſervants were unhappily 


e full (faith the tert) of the people of thi gv of 


Devid: by which I underſtand ſome of his worthies, the compa- 
nions of Uriah. | | | 


+ In che text it is, Thy ſervant Uriah, &c; This expreſfion is, 


I think, a plain proof, that David's worthies were particular! 
diſtinguiſhed by the name of David's ſer vans. g 
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nions in arms ſtood by him to the laſt, nor de- 25 


e taſhneſs of their t. 
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dad pen i dn "amo t c | teſt 
Uriah ptr Hit tit 69 ' nd Wh. 

Tur kin , having all he wanted in the gc- 
count of as death, bore the reſt of his loſs 
with ſufficient patience ; and directed the meſ- 
| ſenger to conſole his general upon this occaſion, 
-by letting him know, that this misforttine'muſt 
be numbered among the common, accidents of 
War: that the ſword made no diſtinction be- 


tween the hero and the cowatd; bur devoured 


all alike : that he muſt make his battle "ſtronger; 
and perſevere in aſlauſting the city, till he took 
t. And ſo the matter ended. 

WnokvER reads the account of tkis affair 
in the original relation, will caſily be led to make 
this plain oþſcryation upon it; that David was 
wont to conduct himſelf in his wars, by the ex- 
amples of the good ot il ſucceſs of the captains 
of his gyn nation, (in former ages) according 
to their good or ill conduct. And N it 
Was, that Joab apprehended, he ſhould be up- 
braided for ſuffering his men to come within 
the reach of the enemies arrows from the wall, 
with the example of Abimelech's fate, who fell 
as Pyrrhug did, (and, wha is pretty cxtraordi- 
nary, in à city "of mY me name) by a like in. 
ſtance of rachneſs Nu. xi. 19, 20/2 1. And 
therefore Joab charged "the meſſenger, ſaying, 


© When thou baſt made an end of telling the matters 


the way "unto the king, and if fo b ibat the 
op *s aorath ariſe, and be ſay unto thee, . here- 
Fe approac hed ye ſo nigh unto the city, 
a fig bt? Knew Je not, That 1 7 2 rom 


the 


7 
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the wall? Who vip 22 the fon of Terub- 
beſheth? Did oe fed i The of 's mil- 
| one 1 him from iy my 1 
bez? e ye nigb : 
Thy ſeruant. . hs Hittite wy wor alan us 
As I haveilong been of, opinion, chat the 
Grits borrowed moſt, .if not all their mytho- 
| togy from the'fabred hiſtory, the ſcheme” of this 
work will, T hope, bear me out, in pe Leun 
the fable of n ls, WIr ur u 
the ory of Uriah. on! Ti 
'\BELLEROPHON; who, as 3 think, 
Hould be read Boulepheron (a counſel⸗ carrier) 
Was a ſtranger at the court of Prerus, as Uriah 
(being an Hittite) was at the court of Davis. He 
declined the embraces of Sthenobaa, as Uriah did 
the bed of Bar heb; and was for that reaſon 
ſent to Joburer, general of Præturs army, with 
letters, which contained a direction to put him 
to deaths as Uriah was ſent to Jaa, 


general: and! was ſent by Jobates, with-a fthall | | 


guard, upon an attack in which it was intended 


he ſhould be ſlain; as Uriah was by Foab, to that 


in which he fell. The main of the hiſtoty is the 
ſame in both: and the vurlations ſuch, as might 


«naturally be expected in fabulous imbeilihments. 
FHlence it is that the mythologiſt, not being tied 


to truth, thought Himfelk brand; in 
"poetic juſtice, to deliver the virtue d 


int of 
'Bellero- 


| 85 Pu. ten evil intended him: and ſo his 


iſtöry ends happily' in e Ronde 
1 — — 2 74 57 IT HOT 
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Davie . Babchebs to his Hoy 

_— ir Wife. 8 Na- 
"tht e "Prophet s rib him, ond 
9 th Fs Fu abba wpon bis | 
bes 5+ 4 5 RE v0 1 pn Aru 
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HEN Beh bes beard, thin Lieb b. ber 


n besband was dead, ſhe mourned for him, 


accorgiag; to the cuſtom of het country : which 
generally ſuppoſed to be, by the, keeping of 2 


Uo 
faſt ſor; 1 days ſucceſſively ; eating nothing 
cach day; till the ſun was ſet. And, when her 
mourning. was oyer, David ſent and took her to 


his houſe :; and ſhe became his wite, and bare 


him A, EINE * * criminal. e 
wich her. Nn 
if Ir emnot be denied, that there, Was a magi- 
fe&andecency in David's taking Bath/heba to be 
his: wife. ſo ſoon aſtcx her husband death. And 
ſome think her compliance a proof of her ipdif- 
2 -and diſregard: for; het N 
Tus thaduc will, however, bear this * 
that tien were anxious to hide the infamy of 
theit cmmerte a and, to effect that, no time was 
to be loſt. If Bath/bebaimiſcarried, their guilt 
as cancraled & leaſt, could not be proved. 
And, if ſhe came tocher full: time, it was caſy to 
d ſhe came beforc-it-z/ atleaſt ſo far as to 
her from any criminal proceſs: which 
could 
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o 
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©  eould not be dane, had the marriage been de- 
| layed. And, in cbis caſe, Bathfbebs may be par- 
doned the ſacrificing not only decency, but even 

2: rcal eſteem and affection for. her husband, 


Preſumprions indeed lay againſt them; and,. 
all appearance, - this. whole affait could now he 
no longer a real ſecret. It paſſed, through 100 
many handsz and is but 3 that Da. 
vid a, Batlſboba x, and Foas's meſſengers, were 
in effect, privy. to it. And the birth. of a child 
begotten in the time of Uria#s abſence, the no- 
toricty of that abſence, and his ſubſequent abſti- 
nence from Nashſtebas bed, ſtrongly publiſhed 
both the guilt, and the infamy, to the 0 00 
be 


part of the world, howevet it might be diſguiſ 
to pthets. Dauid was too knowing, not to 
(afficicntly conſciaus of all this; and too honour- 
able. and roo. conſcientious, not to feel the in- 

herent and ſubſequent ſtings of guilt, and in- 
famy, deep at his haart. But what ſhould he do? 


Could he public his own ſhame? Could he pro- 
claim his own infamy ? Private penitence was a 


that was in his power 4..20d that could make no 
\reparation. for the public ſcandal, which he had 


brought upon the teligion and people of Gon; 


more notorious, if he himſelf proclaimed it: 


and, after all, poſſibly the ſecret was yet bit in 


afcwnhbands; de vo, wad tn Bo ehs, 

I this rack of conſcience, and diſtrattion of 
diftreſs, the Providence of Gon ſeaſonably and 
-mercituily interpoſed : * 

4 


1 


the negeſſarx care of ber own fame and life. 


e 


* 


- 
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- W human a 
2 commiſſton. He'waited upon the king, 


man bad exceeding many flocks and herds : bit the 


_Y 'up together with bim, and with 5 children 


©! And David's 


9 


. wks autho- 


* 
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to David, to admoniſn him of 
g him to a public confeſſion 
da fitter perſon could not, in 
nee, have been choſen for ſuch 
with 
the air of a complainant,, who brought a caſe of 
great commiſefation beſore his majeſty, and 
;bmitred it to his arbitration. He told him, in 


his gullt, and to 
of ir. And ind 


the words of the ſacred writer, (for no other can 


do h him juſtice) That there were two men in one 
tity; the one 'rich, and the other Poor. The" rich. 


man bad nothing ſave one little ewe-lamb; 
e be had bought, and nouriſhed up: and it 


id eat of hit own meat, and drank of bis own 


Tap,” and lay in bin on boſom,” and was unto bin 


N And tbere came à traveller uni 


Heb ma d be —— 
of bis on to (dreſs for the wway- 
oe oath that us come umto bim; but took" the 
— hory lamb, "and Luer * the man that 
bene 7e be. Neri © v1 » 2 
ger was great ed againf 
be man, and be ſuid to Nathan, As the Lord 
i lroeth, the nan that bath done tbis thing, ſhall 


furely die: And be ſhall roffore the lamb fourfold, 


Lese be did this 'thingy/and becauſe be had-no 


TY ty 258 1330830207 vicatiog Ae 22546 Ai 
And Nathan faid_ to David, Thou art fle 
men. * Tr Lc $4.40 5 . 40 > B 105 41 


0 eaſy to imagine, how deep theſe words 
of Mathans n in all the dignity and 


** „ 
4 * 
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authority of his character, ſunk into David's. 


ſoul! eſpecially when the prophet. proceeded to 
a farthet explication of them, in the up 


manner, ver. 7: Thus /aith the Lord God of 1/rae 
——1 anointed thee king of Iſrael, and delivered 
thee out of the band of Saul: and 1 gave thee 2 
, ee beg 
houſe of Iſrael, of Fu and, if that 
— Ks 1 —55 2 10 
thee. ſuch and ſuch things, Wherefore baſt thou 
deifed the commandment of the Lord, to do evil 
in bis fight? Thou haſt killed Uriah the Hittite 
with the ſword, and haſt taken his wife to be t 
wife, and haſt flain him with the ſword of t 


children of Ammon. Now therefore the fer 


ſhall never depart from thine houſe. Becauſe thou 


haſt deſpiſed me, and haſt taken the wife of Uriah 


to be thy wife, thus ſaith tbe Lord, Behold, I will 
raiſe up evil againſt thee out of thine own houſe, 
and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and 
give them unto thy neighbour, and he ſhall lie with 
thy wives in the fight of this ſun : for thou didſf it 
; ſecretly; but J wal do this thing before all IſFael, 
and before the ſun*, d ey 


% 


| 2 
Here is a long train of temporal calamities and chaſtiſements 
to be inflicted apon David, on the ſcore of his guilt ; but the can- 
did reader will pleaſe to obſerve, that they are all to be inflited 
nn him in this world : that there is not the leaſt hint of any part 
his puniſiment's deferred to the next: even mortal guilt 
(the eternal vengeance due to it being remitted) had all its re- 
maining puniſhment in this world: and ſhall what ſome call wenia/ 
lt be chaſtiſed in the next? The inference is obvious: Nathan 
ew nothing of purgatory f or, if he did, he ſlipt the faireſt oc- 
caſion of revealing it to the world, that ever offered itſelf. 
K © My” , 3 1871 9 . 
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moreover have given unto 
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7 with ſhame, ſtung with remotſe, and rotary 
With a dreadful ſenſe of the divine vengeance, 


| ſelf 


Heut he pauſed'—"And David, overwhel 


inipending, and ready to fall down tpon' him- 
, and his family, could only give utterance to 
this ſhort ſentence ] have [mned againſt rhe 
Lord To which Nathan immediately ſubjola- 
ed——The Lord alſo hath put away thy fn; 


=” ſhalt not die. Howbeit, becauſe by this deed 


thou baſt given great occaſion to the enemiet of the 
Lord to blaſpheme, the child alſo, that is born 
unte thee, ſhall Jurely die. 

Tate is ſomething unſpcakably gracious in 


tds ſudden fentence of pardon pronounced by 


the prophet, in the inſtant, of David's confeſſion 


of guilt, and humiliation before Go Db. But I 


think we may fairly infer from it, that this par- 
don was not purchaſed by that inſtantaneous 


ſubmiſſion; but 3 in truth it was now only 


declared, but purchaſed: at the ptice of a long 
preceding penitence. Nor is it other wiſe to be 
accounted for, conſiſtently with GoD's innate 
abhorrence of guilt, and eſtabliſhed extraordinary 


methods of reconciliation and forgiveneſs: which 


they would do well ſeriouſly to revolve, who 
imagine that David was in a ſtate of impeni- 
tence, from the day of his firſt commerce with 
Baihbſoebs,. till this inſtant. A ſuppofition (in 


That is, the mortal al and eternal 3 together 


eee ee offence by the 
e chaſtiſement of this guilt ſhall de ſeen alſo in the child 


+ 
3 8 the offspring of it. + 
my 
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my apprehenſion) as injurious to David, 45 lt is 
dan erous to true religion. | nog 
HAThe had in fact ſotrowed for thels fins, 
confelled to Almighty Gov, and earneſtiy im- 
plored forgiveneſs, before the pardon pronoum- 
ced by Nathan, is to me evident from Pſalm 
xxxii. in which, now — 2 favour of 
God, and happy beyond ex upon that 
account, he — beautifully and feelingly de- 
ſcribes the diſtreſſed condition he was in, before 
that pardon was pronounced; his body diſtem- 
le , 3nd waſted with grief, and his mind pon 


rack. | 
ence , ty iv e thro 
Tori the day long. For day and night 
225 hand iuas heavy upon me. acknowledged ny 


In unto thee ; and mine iniquity have I — hid : 
| 577 will confeſs my tranſgreſſions unto thee Lord. 
And thou forgaveſt the iniquity of my fin. Selah — 
And what was the conſequence?——His moiſture 
Was turned into the f + of ſimmer The 
change was, as if he had beet removed at once 
from the depth of winter, into midſummer; as 
if all the . and tains, and clouds, of that 
gloomy feaſon (the fineſt emblems of grief) 
eee. changed, at once, into ſetenity and lan- 


® Some have infeared. from theſe words . 

time impenitent ; but, for my own part, I can only infer 

from them, that he was for ſome time under ſuck a ſenſe of guilt, 

as Po not let him preſume to pray; and ſuch a filence is the beſt 

proof of true compunRtion of conſeience. Had he been long impe- 

bis.” it were impoſſible or him to ſay ; Mine iniquity bau- 1 not 
1 So the word ſhould be tranſlated. 2358 


ſhine : 
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tines al heaven clear, ed, and ſmiling 
im, þ 


Tur ſame thing is allo evident, as 1 appre- 
82 from Pſalm Exxx, plainly written in the 
a penitent, who truſted in the infinite 
— of Gon, and Weed for nee but 
had not yet obtained it * * War; 5h 8 71 
Bur / to proceed wh 
David, being now fully Atlaled that his 
guilt was too well known to the world, and 
that Gop would purſue it with public vengeance, 


found it high time to do every thing that in him 


lay, to wipe off the reproach he had brought 
upon his holy religion, and make all poſſible 
reparation for the offence he had given to Gop 


| and man; and ( doubt not) rejoiced in the oc- 
\caſion of taking public ſhame to himſelf, for ſuch 


complicated and aggravated guilt; and making 
a public confeſſion of it before the whole world. 

And, to this purpoſe, he then compoſed and 
publiſhed the fifty: firſt Pſalm, directing it To 


the chief muſician; and, without doubt, com- 
manding it io be publicly ſung in the tabernacle, 
in the preſence of all his people; himſelf attend- 


an proſtrate before the throne of mercy. 


If thou, Le, wei} be en 1 ; 
ok e a7 ebode ie? 7 

4. For there is mercy with thee therefore Salt thou be feared. 

wes T hek for the Lord: my ſoul doth <wait for bim: in bis word it | 


my truft. 

2 My foul fleeth unto the Lord; before" the morning watch, 1 

before the morning-watch. - 

O Iſrael, truſt in the Lordi for with the Lord there i 

all: and with him is plenteous red: 

8. „ Tan, from lit. Kel I; 
* © To 


my . * 
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I r is ſurely matter of uncommon curioſity to 
contemplate: upon David, in this condition. 
Behold the greateſt monarch of the cat, thus 
humble for his fins before Gol confeſſing his 
ſhame, with contrition, and confuſion of face! 
calling out for mercy, and imploring pardon, 
in the preſence of his meaneſt ſubjetts!' There is 
ſomething in ſuck an image of penitence, more 
fitted to ſtrike the ſoul with a dread and abhor - 
reßge of guilt, than it is poſſible to expteſs: 
ſomething more edi ing, more adapted to the 
human infirmities, and mote powerful to reform 
them, than the moſt perfect example of unſin - 
ning obedience; eſpecially, if the ſupplications 
and petitions he pours qut to God, be throughly 
ſuited to the ſolemnity of the occaſion, and con · 
dition of the penitent; as they undoubtedly ate 
in this fifty-firſt Palm. Here the penitent hum» 
bly and earneſtly begs for mercy — He acknows 
ledges his fin, and his innate depravitys the fource 
of it fle begs to be renewed. in the grace f 
Gop—and in that health which the horror of 
his wickedneſs had impaired——Above all, he 
carneſtly beſeeches Go, not to caſt him off, 
nor deliver him up to a reprobate- ſenſe 
Caſt me nat away from thy preſence, and tak? not 
thy Holy Spirit from me O give me thecomfort 
of thy help again — deliver me from blood. guil- 
tines, O God, thou God of my ſaluation — ln 
one word, the ſoul of ſhame, of ſorrow, of 
remorſe, of ſineere repentance, and bitter an- 
guiſh under the agonies of guilt, breathes ſtrong 
and fervent, through every line of this hallowed 
Vor. II. | 7 . compo» 
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fall, that thoſe crimes, which 


cCircumſtances of diſtreſs, which atrended upon 


3 the vbloquy and 


—U—]—H — — es nts 


„Aden is {I'donbe not) David's 
conſolation dt this moment, when he 
& G0 fot che providctitial effects of his 
wronght his 
ſhanie, and forrow, and infumy, have, in the hu- 
mility, rhe piety, the contrivion of confeſſing 
them, (in this and ſevetal biber Platms com- 
poſeii upon the ſame NY reſcued, and 
reformed, millions. 

Sv me leave to add, cher dirt dees 


Devid's fall; and have not (s 1 apprehend). 
been ſufficiently confidered by any of te com- 

mentators: and ytt, they are, beyond all que · 
ion, the greateſt, and he ſevereft, that hamtn 


f nature can ſuffer. 


Tus firſt is; The difrefs tie endured; en de- 
reproach brought 
upon the true religion, and the truly religious, 
by his guilt: and the ſecond; The 

and endleſs inſults, brought upon himſelf, even 
by his repentance, and hamiliation before Gon 
and the world, 

Bor theſe are fully ſet forth in the ſfoxty- 
err 
VIX. 3. am weary y t 
8 2 eg as 


5. O God! thou knoweft my foolifimeſs f and 


gs aft de wore TN Fes, | 


6. Let not them that wait on thee, O Lord 
Gd of hoſts, be aſhamed for my ſake : let nor thoſt 
that ſeek rhee, be confornted my ſake, O God 
* 7. Be. 


„ 


Bd. e 959 
7. Becdufe fur thy ſake 1 n 
E AE. 
„Ii become a" gry ter 

. * lien unto my mother's c 
%" the 26075 thine hvaſe 4000 n me 


tem, and the reproaches of them that | reproaches = 


fallen upon 


faſting hut wat Furned to my rep, . 
l. Tat fark. ht olfo ny gement. and 1 
13 proverb unto tbem. 

2. They that #t in res ſpeak axles 
and Twi the ſong of the drunards. | 
"13. Bur as for me, my'pr yer is untothee, O 

Lord. in an acceptable time © O God, in the nul. 


ritude of thy mer bear me; in the truth of thy 


14. Detivtr me out of the. mire, and let me not 

fink : Jet me be delivered from them that bate me, 

* out 2 the deep waters. 

not he water f ood over flow me, neither 

17 the de fwallow me up, * not the pit ſhut 
her mouth upon me, 

16. Hebr me, O Lord]; for thy loving kindneſs 


is good : turn unto'me according to the multitude - 


of thy thy tender mercies. 

17. And hide not thy face from thy ſervant 
for I am in trouble: hear me ſpeedily. 

18. Draw nigh- unto my ſoul, and redeem it it 
deliver me becauſe of mine enemies. 
' Ig, Thou bat known my reproach, and my 


before me. | 
. I WS 20. Re- 


I wept, ned 5 hat with | 


ſhame, and my Jiſhonour : mine adverſaries are all 


| himſelf: 


{490 3 Hi nn, B. 4 


20. IT hath braten m heart, and Iam 
fall of heavineſs. And I looked for eme to take 


: 27 but 7. Was. owe and for comforters, 


1 al gr man Who feels * virtue, 
and is nor ſeared to ſhame, put the queſtion to 
appeal to his o Bs 1 whether he 

would not infinitely. rather die than, endure 
the ſtate now deſcribed; in one day forſaken by 
is friends, ſcorned by his enemies, inſulted by 
is infetiors; the ſcoff of libertines, and the 


* of ſots! What then muſt we think of the 


fortitude and magnanimity of that man, who 
could endure. all this, for a ſeries of years? Or 
tather how ſhall we adore that unfailing mercy, 
and all-ſufficieat goodneſs, which could ſupport 


him thus, under the quickeſt ſenſe of ſhame and 
| infamy, and deepeſt. compunctions of conſci- 


ence; which could enable him to bear up 
ſteadily againſt guilt, infamy, and the evil 


world united; from a principle of true religion! 


And in the end, even rejoice in his fad eſtate; 
as he plainly perceived, it muſt finally tend to 

romote the true | intereſt. of virtue, and glory 
of God; that is, muſt finally tend to promote 
that intereſt "which was the great governing 


principle, and main OY. of his life!? 
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CHAP. Iv. Kin d 


. ebe, of Nathan the Prophet 
De Child born of Bathſheba jichens. 
- Dayid fafts, and. hurnbles himſelf before 


Godin his behalf; but 10 no purpoſe. 
De Child dies. | David's 'Femarkable 
 * Refignation 16 the Will of Gov. So- 


lomon #5. born. and bleſſed. 


os placed David's guilt in fo clear a li ght, 


and at the ſame time o hid it from himſelf as | 


to extort his own ſentence of condemnation, 
ftom his own mouth; at once ſo well con 


cealed the criminal, and inflamed the crime, - 


as to irritate the king s reſentment beyond all 
the bounds of juſtice®, The author of ſo ma- 


HAT very. curious and a te 3 | 
of Nathgr's, recounted in the laſt chapter, 


ſterly a parable naturally awakens the reader's 


. curioſity,” to learn ſomething of ſo extraotdi- 
nary a perſon. But before I proceed to that 


head, it will be proper to obſerve to the reader, 
that thete is one difficulty i in Nathar's charge 


Os. + 


again David, which none of the commenta- 
tors haye cleared:”. Ir is this: ; It ſeeims to be 


83 . I Wehe 606k hap br Gente hed here 


oF, fold,” Exod. xxii. 1. "If. a man Hall fleal an ox, or a 


a and. till it, or ſell it; 4 ee een 
* *- # 7 8. 5 


e YG 
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made a part of David's accuſation, That he 
married Bathſbeb4——T has buff killed Uriah the 
Hittite with the ford, AND HAST TAKEN His 
wire fo BY rut wirr. Now, I own, I can 
tec no gullt in this, other than that of multi- 
plying wives, which the kings of Irael were 
expreſly forbidden to do, Deut. xvii; 17. inaſ- 
> as no law of Go or nature, prohibit 
nuch 2. 88 :any otherwiſe than as they 
N ygamy: - Unleſs the prophet means, 
he 850 Uriab, in order to make Bath- 
ſheba his wife; which tmuſt be owned'to be a 
* crying guilt. 
Turk bee I preſume, no och for 
ny other cenſure upon this Part of "Davids 
e He had Injured (as I apptehend) * 
"Innocent, and a very yaluable woman; and the 
ly cepatation in his power, and proof 'of his 
"Fer: was, to make her his wife. But: alas! 
* dee rep paration to her, vas gone, either fo Uriab 
= ro "ny, or the righteous Arbiter of the 
15 reproach brought upon the true 
| Yr 15 this infamous "bchaviour, in a 


ince who Was | the be 1 5 0 
r of i ir, 51 5 1 fr 


Bur to return to Nathan : 2 

W learn little more of this gr wan, in 
1 ſacred. writipgs, than, that * avid's 
"prophet, | intimate counſellor, an . 


Phet: and the knowledge of hie in this lat che 
- rater, mult raiſe the reader's eſteem. of his mo- 
| .-defty to the higheſt degree: inaſmuch” as he 
3 e to make himſeif his 
See ts | theme; 


4. —— 103 | 


to 

—— manners... And — — | 
io Menius Lepiduss of wbom Tacitus ſays, That 
be. found him to be a grave and wiſe man, in 
thoſe times; who had a talent of turning.away 
the etaperors mind fran thoſe. eruel purpoſes, 
ta Whic@ the vile flattery of others inclined him; 


ds nent finds bn fs 
Pen the Roman high-prieſt undar Tiberius; 2 . 
whom the ſame 
autkot of any ſervile ſentence ; and could upon 
octalion. moderate with wiſdom. But it cut 
be- owned, that the negative part of this laſt 
Character is very 
genias of Nathens who ſufficiently appeam, in 
the ſacred writings, to be rather an infpizer-of 
noble purpoſes, than a mere non. adviſer of 
ſuck as were baſe and ſeruile— Witneſs: his 
ſtrong encouragement ta Dauid, to put his noble 
deſigu of building the temple of Go p, into im- 
mediate execution. And: it were bus juſtice: o 
add, That he could; do more, than moderate 
wiſely; for it is evident, that he knem alſo how. 
t9.reprove prinees with authority, and yet with- 
aut offence ; which muſt be allo wed to require 
very uncommon talents, with à dexterity. of 


— H 4 did, 
Cx 44 
% 
s- * 
- a : . 0 


Tacitus fays, That he was not 


far from doing juſtice ro the 


n prohage yas mae: - And: this Nan 


did, without being impaired! in any degree, 
; F with David : quite 
otherwiſe he ſeems to have increaſed in both, 
his whole lifes long. But it muſt be owned, 


chat his known charactet of being inſpired dy 
God, bote him out in this conduct beyond the 


lot of other mortals, and ſo juſtly endeared him 


to Dawid, that tradition tells us, he named one 
ſon after him, and committed another te his 


tuition. And it muſt be owned, that Solomon, 
in all probability, could not have been placed 
under a better preceptor, nor one whoſe in- 
ſtructions would better intitle him to that bleſſed 
oppellation of Fedz4jah, or the beloved of Gop, 
WnoxvER conſiders the ptedictions of divine 
vengeance! now: denounced againſt David,” on 
the ſcore of his guilt, in the matter of Uniah, 
muſt ſurely find them to be in their nature very 
extraordinary His family to continue beyond 
any other regal race in the known world and 
yet. the ſword to continue 2 ee = to 
depart: from it l 1 03 8623700 4 ee. BH) 
A Kn, the excatciize# bu time! his do- 
minion throughly eſtabliſned; and his enemies 
under his feet; highly honoured aud beloved at 
home, and as highly awful ro all the 'heigh- 
bouring nations Such a king threatened to 
have his wives publicly proſtituted before the 
face of all his people! And, what is yet much 
ſtranger, wore ſhocking, and more incredible, 
by one of his on race! and as a ſure proof of 


this, the darling ne is guilt to periſh. 


guickly, A this "oo He alone, * 
dn ; | | | tu; 


of 
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futurity, could foreſee this; he only, who ſways 
the world, and knows what evil appetites and 
diſpoſitions, unreſtrained, will attempt and per- 
petrate, could pronounce it: and to put it 
eye all doubt, that he did foreſee it, ie im- 
mediarely ſmote the child which Bathſheba' bare | 
to David, with a mottal diſeaſe. 
Dzavt1o had, upon his humiliatfon and ohh 
tance, juſt experienced one ſignal 'mercy from 
God: he could not tell how far the continuance 
of thoſe holy offices might prevail yet further, 
npon'a Being of infinite benignity. It is tue, 
the denunciation of vengeance was poſitive; Put 
many ſuch denunciations in ſcripture, ſeemingly 
4 tive, are yet really conditional. Or, ſuppo· 
lng it poſitive, like the ſentence of death u 
Adam, yet might it not be immediate; bat te. 
ſpited, as his was. At worſt, he could neither 
err nor offend, in that extreme. And for the! 
teiſons it was, as he himſelf gives us to un 
ſtand that David (as the text tells us) beſought 
God for the child; and David faſted, and dent 
| in, and lay all night upon the earth. © 
And the elders of his houſe aroſe, and 'went 
0 him, to raiſe him up from the earth: but he 
would not, neither did he eat bread with them.” 
Tuus he continued faſting, ' mourning, and 
| 'imploring Gov, for ſeven days ſuece ively. 
And it came to paſs (ays the facred hiltorian, 
2 Sam xii. 18.) on the ſeventh day that the child 
died: and the ſervants of David feared to te} 


um, that theehild was dead: fur they. faid, Be. © 


old, 


. 


if cr ira! comes of FO by 
i Ane me Dake unto 
iy 1 155 aye Wea: 
„ F ve te 
7 is 4 4% Rut David . 2 
s. ſerv 5 3 HR the 
0 — . . unto bis 
fervants, Is 74 child And they {6 He 
Mead; Then Deut an 
EE 175 to be rh 
4722 725 ad Ef Joy 1 4. 44 
<> 27 read before Be an 6 
wig. 5 bis | Servants unto in. What 25 is. 
th tm fe? Thoy. did} 1 882 3 
he child, while it was SP, hen 
1 was dead, thou didi rije 5 ad. 
he . eſtion Dau ag Fvy moſt. ray 
hiloſophic, and religious anſwer, re 
dos, io þ 1 Je And h 2 J While the 22747 | 
| 72 aliue, 6 fer I ſaid, 
Who can tell, nw od mill be gracious to 
me, that the child may live? But now be is dead, 
 wherefore ſhould. J. fal? Can. I bring bim back 
again? 4 | all go. to him, but he Hall not return 
in me. This, 1 will venture to fay, is the nobleſt 
Kiso I all that is reaſonable and religious 
1 WY that Br OE. was penned. 
can erve upon 172 r. 
"that the has reader myſt find . Na 
Niſing, e wiſc a a9 ws Daw ding 
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e 
a child, who, being vet an infant, ound nat 
poſſibly have been endeared/to;' big by an af 
thoſe blandiſiments, which ſa ſtrentlx engage 
the parental affeRions, to their offipring ; and 
who, as he was 2 dreadful monument of guile, 
once would, imagine, ſhopld. be, to p-grod a 
man, more an object of deteſiatian than deſite 
and muſt moreover, if he lived, bes perpetual 
brand of infamy upon his parents. 
THE tine way of agcqunting ie i by 
afrivine * as Le Clerc docs, to Dawd's.excels 
of paſſion for 1 
tached him to every offspring of hers, and made 
him forget every thing in this ebild, but that 
motive of indearment. Belides: this, there is 
- ſomething in human nature, which pom us 
co rate things after a manner-ſcemingly; unac- 
. countable; and to eſtimate them, nos accard- 
ing to their real worth, but accouting"ro- the 
expence, or trouble, ot even the diſtreſ chay 
have coſt us. However, ali this availod nothing 
u preſent; den as tis Child had cat Deus, | 
: 1 was deprived of him. | 
| Tuus waiths firk ioftance of the divine vea- 
geance upon David's guilt, ſpeedily and rigidly 
2 other inſtances of it were falfillled in 
their order, before his own eyes pe yp 
dantly appear in the ſequel of this 
the 'dreadfalieft of all the reſt, 7h, The Ra Bal 
never depart Hem 4? thine houſe, ſadly. and laccel- 
we fulfilled in ** Tom the _ | 


3 in el 


4 4 * * * 
_ 7 | 
- 4 w 0 
8 
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ot Ammo; by the brder of his on brother, to 


the ſlaughter of the'ſonsof Zedetiab, before his 
dyn eyes by the'kifig of Babylon 


ir me lese 0 add, (and let the reader 
make his o Tnferences) that David's guilt 


was more ſignally and dreadfully puniſhed” in 
his on perſon, and in his poſterity, than any 
Sullr 1 ever Reard, or read of, in any othet 
face Adams „. ti nin ber Dit 
ews are of opinion, that his own de- 
cree, of repaying che 8 fourfold, was 
trily" executed upon nd as he Was 
profeſſedly pu niche by by=the-Yeath of one of his 


Tu 


tons: — murder of Uriah; they imagi 


that the other three alſo, Who died violent 
deaths; fell ſo many ſacrifices 'to"the'divine ju- 
Rice; upon the ſameactount, i 1 OG! 


Wir David had ſufficiently humbled him-- 


ſelf ; under this” firſt- chaſtiſement of Gop upon 
him for his ſins; and ſupported himſelf under 
thelals of his child, by the profpe& of finding 
him one day again in a better World; his next 


care as, to comfort Bathſbeba the beſt he could, 


under their common calamity : and as ſhe ap- 
e e er a meck and reaſonable nen. | 


- 
eb! Ty DK 4 Feri 1 


foo four "fon, th » be Fad oo ya and on by the hand 
of Hie own brother; the dnnataral rebellion of one fon,” which 
brought him! at brink of e proſtitution of ten 
o ſubjeQs ; the ſuccaſive and ft dal 
polterity ; belides the diſtreſs 1 his * pub! 
2 _— to, at leaſt, one N | 
#*33H 2105 IK? #539 71 * £133 l 11:11 * i 
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his task (we may well preſume) was ſo much 
the calier, She alſo, wichoßt doubt, reſigned 
and ſubmitted, and her reſignation was reward 
accordingiy; for ſhe ſoon after conceived* 
David, and bare him a ſon; N 
us now in peace with Gon; and foreſaw * 
pirie, of prophecy, that this ſon would 
paciſic prince, he called Ale mae Solomon 8 
Peaceable. \ WY SS HIOIARA 

AND as this ſon 3 in innocence, 
in the happy ſeaſon of Gov's n ay 
his * and their eſtabliſhment in true 8 
| gion by ſincere, repentance and: tnirniliation 

fore him; it pleaſed Gop to accepr him; In A 
ſingular manner: which is ſignified to us in the 
text, by that remarkable expreſſion, And the 
Lord loved him. And to manifeſt his favony 
to him, for the conſolation of Devid, he con- 
veyed his benediction to the ſon; by the ſame” 
hand which had before convey 4 00 his chafſtite- 
ments to the father: he ſent Marge rcd 4 
to beſtow upon his ſon, in his name, the moſt 
bleſſed of all earthly, the moſt bleſſed, but one, 
of all heavenly ene e % 2 * 
W ad God, 's 
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r 
p th Bl; of wicked Policy. Dit 
| abe Hor nnti goes 1 the 


: Tp Rattab, ki] . 1. De⸗ 
. Kanu: and par the remaining 
— 2 to Death. His Condit 
WEE: 7 thus with een 
ä hege of Rabbah ſtill eon- 
e 2 — v fir fe lengthened out itito a 
| pted ſuccels, til his fins arfefted His 
* * mort. The truths, 
wicked beſides thoſe cles and judg- 
ral: 33 io 05 e Ichemes, and 
checkithe, pragrels of the belt purpoſes; 25 in the 
calc. before us : the Iraelites were to make an 
ht fall: Could any thing more any 
the coùrage of Ammon, or depreſs thit 
Theel, than ſuch a project? Doubtlels, there were 
11 to battle by Uriah, and thoſe brave companions. 
4 of his who fell with him; and brought back 
32] with victory, and glory: Would theſe men be 
tried leaders, with equal ardour? Or would 
. - thoſe Ammonites have any terror upon them, to 
meet theſe leaders, who had defeated and cut 


tn Hobo juſbified. 

ig gow fr hitherto gone on with 

= it draw Wn from heaven, hath a flatu- 

8 ro fly, and to be defeated, that Uriah 

many men in the army, accuſtomed to be led out 

| : - eaſily brought to follow other, inferior, or un- 
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off Uriah, and his brave companions? And did 
not all this Harütally tend to deſect Mae, and 
inſpitit rheit enemies? Such is the accurſed po- 
ey of gutt: fetfiſh, and Thote-lighted! And Inch 
the truth and wiſdom of that noble maxim inthe 
 Khivols, That el is not or dinable to gon. 
Try dejectked ſpirit of the Iruelite army natu- 
rally tended to make their meaſutes lower, and 
mote cautious; and of conſequence, to draw the 
ſtege into greater length, However, the lower 
city, other wiſe called the Royal City, ot the Cizy 
Waters, wa dt length taken: and the upper 
cy, altho' in all probability much ſtronger, 
froth the advantage of its ſituation, on the dap 
blk an hill, could not hold out long, when its f 
BY of water was bajar cut off. Of this, Jos, 
it all the genetolity of à brave ſoldier, and ali 
te affection of a faithful ee Fea” tely 
"informed his king;  cxhorfing_ him, That he 
would come in perſon, and put the finlſhi 

hand to the Reg: Let I take the ci, Tinh 
te, and it be called after m name. 
Tax kr is gallantry, and 4 magnificence in 
this propoſal, capable of creating admiration in 
— 133 The Fan tha could transfer 

the glory of his on conqueſts upon his prince 
e 
to the character of Jaab, to declare, that he is, 
us fat as I am informed, ſupfemce, if not un- 

_ ralled®, in this fingtitar duffance of nefüfſm. 
MW reno nor 
It is true, Cuvviurwcttivns © like ehudutt in CW, In 
hand to the liege of 4tacana (lid, vi. cap, 6.) ; but this con 
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„ readily complicd with his genetal's 
monition; and, immediately aſſembling is peo- 
I, probably thoſe troops of his militia, then on 


6 


the duty of their monthly courle, he marched 


them to Rablab, 
And here 1 beg leave to . that David 


had, from the inſtitution of his militia, greater 


advantages for continuing ſieges, and being ſuc- 


"ceſsful in them than any, other monarch, we 
tead of in hiſtory : Anaſmuch as he could ſend a 


monthly recruit of twenty-four thouſand men 
to his army, without departing from the cſta- 


bliſhed order of his militia, or putting his people 


to any new trouble or expence;. which could not 


hut be a vaſt relief to the weary. and wounded of 


"the army, and raiſe the coutage of the reſt; and, 
at the ſame time, a vaſt diſcouragement to the 
enemy, to have lo many freſh men to encounter 
With every month, whilſt they themſelves were 


| every day in a more weary, and waſting way. 


And theſe I take to have been the people which 


| 


David took with him to Rabbab; and with 


which he now, as the text informs us, fought 


* againſt it, and took it. For if it were not to te- 


kee the ſoldiers who were on that ſervice, there 


"ſeems to have been no neceſſity of carrying new 
men thither, when the e of the ſiege was 


21 


over. r N | £ 81 
4 — „ He 
TL ber whe his maſter, Ale ander, was the vaineſt and moſt 


ambitious of all mortals ; and, at that time, tyrannical to an high 


«degree: and therefore he did not dare to take the city before his 


arrival. Alexander now ſet up for a God; and ſo far aped that 
character, eee x 


= 
1 , 


. 
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Tu xrtader will naturally obſerve; that chi? 
was ani icioh, and a conqueſt, which came 
vety ſeaſohabiy to remove David's melancholy, 
to relievehis diſtreſ, to blot out the memory of 
his guilt in relation to Uriah, and to revive his 
glory in Ams. And, if Jaaò cori ſidered it in this 
light (as in all probability he did) the praiſc'of 
his generoſity is ſtill more ennobled in this f 
view. FT B its 
oRanBanr was a royal, a large, anda populous 
city the mettopolis of Arabia felix; 'wareredy 
and iu ſome mcaſure,:cncom byrthe river 
FOO Had its name from its grand eur, be- 
gidetived from an Hebreui word, which ſigni- 
ſies td increaſe, and grow great; and Was now in 
thekeigtit uf its glory / n 
Dotkhrbs deſeribes this city . as built upon! 
ſeverub little eminences, on the top of an ill; 
it was n conſiderable city when Antiot but took 
it: yet itithem only dovered the top of the ill 
whereavit now not Only covered, but cnc m· 
paſſed it · And therefcre it is natural to think; 
that the taking of this royal city brug Daviali 
a great acceſſſon of glotg, as the text aſſures us 
it did of Wealth: for we are told, that hie nor 
only took a crown af gold (adorned with pte: 
5 N _ — > 
headþ but like wiſe, that e cr forth the paid: 
of theicity. in — on digg Sis 
Tu king David formerly: depoſed; and 
Ian anficrt 539 avi He 016 TINOTD 
* Hit; ib. v. f A Ulle 
Vor. II. | I SIG oe 4 was, 
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| 1 — thãtꝭ the dube of | 
_ depoſed: Richard concerning whom Dr T. 3 | 
aulas this ahſerwation fromm his hiſtdrian; : Never! 
Alas — eSNranqurs 
grief. 5 W957 
dec dd he owined; hn the. tem ſeem$to 
_ eHuntenance this opinion of:Dr.:Frapp's;/in that> 
_ expeefiion;; Aud he tunt the bine cn 
off his head. and it wan ſet Duvid t h 
Tn king now depoſed was Hamm, thenſon 
ofi Nabiaſb /: and: ĩnaſmuchi as ue find ai of 
KNabbab, another ſon of Nabu, ſome timeafter: 
this, In fricnd{Mip with Bud) and iſhewing 
bim ſignal kind ned, 28 2 ſeaſon when: 5 
bu friend ſhip could exact it ftom hima there is 
_ allthc reaſon inthe world to believe, that:Dovid; 
-depoſing Harun, made Shobs his viceroy at- 
Laab, 1 vec kindneſs; 


upon that occaſion. - talent ils 36:11 
32 now come to l K 
duct, ſeemingly the moſt exceptionable, after: 
the affair of Vriabʒ and moſt bitterly objected co, 
of all others add that is; the tortures which, 
the tert gives us to underſtand, he inflictedon 
the peqple taken \in»Rebbah; ſawing ſome of 
rh yeh una — 

iron, a rain as. 
Commentators alſo have been, in ſome meaſure; 
tortured * this * We 
_ - tent, 
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ap to clear kinda rater of the crud- 
ingly'chafge upon Hm, in thb rü? 

the fact, bar poorly 8 
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Beſſdes“ Ke g under his domimen: 
and thetetbre ir is 8 unteaſonaple to) ſup- S 


_ . pole, — J0ab took” the” —or - 
Gif RN i it was ſtirrendeted to hich by the 
ot e peop 85 who ſubmitted,” 8 
Hine 0 merey': ifiafmiuch” 2 We find not 


el or” hint? of any ore Y 
u . e ang, pen mo 


! 
od | 
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ar May we not then nartrally 
ilfer, 2 8 lence” the ſiered . ter, 
chat the” Fry - who'was taken in the ity," 


retiree iter upon tlic fugrender of the ö 

city, i the accomp Ad rf. oj 
his 5 in i hat they IG ſuffered the 
I's * 3 en e & 
commentators upon this 
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niſhment upon them, Fe 11 


dhe, tert, aud harh been ſhew: 
yet that he did chaſtiſe, them with t the ey evo 
kinds of death, generally underſtood by the text, 


T take to be the true opinion; not 0 7 be ca 
the text has Sug underſtood. Jane 
ſenſe by all. Zewh. writers , * e Lap- 
prehend that conduct in David to be more a 
able to the command of Gop 3, the command 
extirpating all the males of every city that reſiſt- 
ye and the command of. A Kage BARD EVE: 
the evils he was guilty of. 
2 HAT, the, N e now ofli ted 
Ammon, were 1/1 e. is not . 
tended: tbat 1 were n non in 
15 other countries of the Eaſt, (in Penſſa, an 
—— is e that 8 e 
11 25 HE, 
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ginal ; and the e, might, in my apprehenſion, "Hubs Der 
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2 upon any leſß cruel condition chan th bY * | 
ing ous every one of their right eyes *.. 1 
| t N the en terms, on 9 they E 
valle receive" raelites into | 
treatment might they expect, if the pn: 
had obtained an unconditional re a. 
them!? In ſhort : this one inftance 
thing of their brutal behaviour to uid | 
baffadors) is in the place of ren thouſand 220 
to demonſtrate that people very monſters of cru 
elry! What then can we ſo naturally infer from 
this conduct of Davids towards them, as that 
he now retaliated, upon them, every inſtance of 
their own cruclty to others? Nor can we haye 
the leaſt doubt of this, when we conſider, that 
this was the eſtabliſhed praQice of the people of 
Go, towards all thoſe of their enemies whom 
they conquered. Let me mention two inſtances; 
When Samuel hewed Agag to pieces before the 
Lord, (facrificed him to juſtice) his reaſon was, 
br he pes £5 th; mens 27. him: 4 
5 ath made women chi 7 t 
| 4 childleſs among women. iet * 
and Simeon cut off Aabnibenełs thumbs an To | 
toes, he himſelf acknowledged the divine juſtice, | 
in that righteous retribution of his own cruelty - 
upon himſelf, crying out, Judg. i. 7.) Threeſcore 
and ten kings, having their thumbs and great- oer 
cut off, gal bered their meat under my Fable. Ms 
17 aer Lone, (hs G 04 hath Red me,” 
a ? to o 
* 07; thts. EY 1.2. ere 
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at came Into their power, every enormity | 
Which they ee bad committed 3 and to 
E retott in a. particular manner, their 5 
üpon cheir own heads? for this was, in <f 
Uttle lefs, than if Goo bimſelf bad bare 
arm, to take : ignal 1 vengeance on thei onion 
Enormities. 
© Now; it is beyond all doubt, char this was 
_ the calc of the //7aelztes in the midlt of the aban- 
7 doned world about them; and i it 1s allo | beyond 
All doubt, from © Jalm*xi, unqueſlionahly rit- 
ten bpon this occaſion, that this was the very 
re reaſon of 7% Hud: bo the cx bele, ug: 
Tn find ous a all thine enemies, t 
It 5 hand 2 pa aut thoſe. that bate 27 
| makethem ee etime 
S bs he L od 7 * 
bis wrat —— ht e 2 op i 
Pr fem te the earth, and their 
Hh ren of men..'voR'THEY 
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1b A MCH VOS Device, Which THEY aun 


nor A fo PERFORM. Ie rae pore | 
thus es nem as butt, Gre. 


_ [Am b'yow' Cs Devite Gaay? It wes 


evidehtly this: He inflited thoſe evils ap6n the 
Anmonites, which they were wont to infſict upon 
others 5 and which they, at this very tim; in- 
tended to have inflited upon Iſtuel. — 

niſhed the iniquity of their own eruel ptuctſers 
and purpoſes. He executed that tvio{tequitdble 
law of Go b upon them. And it'is beftaid, thikk 
this alone were à ſufficient juſtiſicarion of H 
conduct, that he made them ſuffer the evireheg 
meant to do *. A law, which it were te mo 
valuable intereſt of mankind, to ha, 
executed, in every ſoeiety under heren! and 
would at once preyent more evil, and puniſſi it 


in a more rational aud juſtiſiable manner, | 
A the penal hwy that ever wete deviſcd!FE 


o confirm this teaſouiug yet furrbet, We 
ſhould remember; rfiat the es wete early 
initiatoc into All the Cauaanire erdelties: ng 
therefore, when find David 


wa 
eruelties upon them, I dare no mote cenſure ar 
revile him upon this head, than his enemies du 


revile the people of Agrgentum, fer butt 
Phalaris in his own bull; or ＋ * the hero, 


Ait N. 7X 


by boss xix. 19. The law is here limited to the evil 
of falſe witneſſes, but the eq of it extends roll e 
- whatloover : Nee N 
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$22 An ilona nau of B. 4. 
of bis on bed. Even heathen caluilts; have 
determined. that no a could, be ore juſt, 
than that which decteed the; artiſts af etuelty to 
periſh by their owa arts. What death then 
could be cruelty,” to a people ho could ;thruſt 
out ige eyes of a ſubmitting; unconquered ene: 
7 ; who ;ripped/up the women with child of 
Read a people who cguldibeat the butehery 
of human vid ims to Baalpeur? What ſaw; what 
harrow,,or what brick- kiln, could be puniſhment 
engugh to a people who could make their own 
children paſs thro the fire to Moloch? And there · 


fore, whilſt others, either from an affectation of 


more gentleneſs and compaſſion in their nature, 
St tho influence of falſe and fantaſtic notions of 
tyrant, exerciſing his cruelty in his conqueſts, l. 
ſot my ovn part, conſider him as the man aſter 
Ca, own heart; inflicting the righteous venge- 
ance of heaven upon a miſcreant tace; executing 
that vengeance, upon, guilt (upon theſe enemies 
o God and goodneſs t) which Saul was de- 
throned ſor not executing; employed in an 
office; he moſt abhorrent ſrom his nature, when 
mers r to me and 
Neing on, in the light of executing the ri 
80 "i! gd by k NT 1 5 a 
N armee. »,0) | vme com md. 
Filing tempeſt ſhakes a guilty hand 3 
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Bauch as, of late, o'er pale Britannia paſt, Ken 
1 and ſerene, he drives the furious hlaſt:: 
+ And, IA D thy Almighty's orders to pal. 
Rides in the hir fwind. and dl AVE Pawns 

_ 6 *. * 1:14 3” 7.453 "8 A | L316 {$133.11 
* F : may he Indulged 4 conjecture, 


reaſon lor rather, circumſtance) of this particular 
punimment of making the Azmmanites paſs.thro” 
own, that the Fete were laves in Egype ; and 
ren in brick; making and glay, 
rod. i. 14. Ig is natural with all people at en: 
mity, to reproach one another with the mean - 
neſs and baſeneſs of their original. The Am- 
monites were a/crucl and infolcht enemy, and 
nothing could be more natural to ſuch ſpirits, 
When they had got any Jeus in their power, 
than to cry out, Send the ſlaves to their brick- 
Aulus; and ſo torture them to death. And it fo, 
nothing could be mo.c natural than for the 
Fews to retutn them the ſame treatment. And 
very probably it was in alluſion to this reproach 
of their enemies, and to ſupport his people under 
it, that David tells them. Pain li ver. 13. 
. Tho ye have lien among the pots, yet ſball ys be as 
the wings of a dove covered with filver-—That 
is, tho ye were formerly obſcure and o 4 
ſlaves, tied down to the drudgery of; brick; 
making and pottery in Egypt, you ſhall nom be 
as J you then were contemptible. T 
je have lien among the pots, 25 all ye be as the 
Wi 2 


„ 8 of a dove covered wit a ver, and her fra- | 
 thers with gelle gold. 0 ol 


Wi And 
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Au nom d us, beyond all donbt, {as I 
x appachend) that Dovid, recolieting the 


las nin of God's ſigaal mercjes and defiver- 
— fung out the twenty-firſt Pa 
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becies further fulflled. 


PHEN: David had taken Rabbab;' kill 4 a1 
the other cities of Ammon, and puniſhed 
Al the unſubmitting miſcreants which he found 
3g them, as they deſerved ; he returned, with all 
His people,” to Feruſalem'; but had not be 
n before another part of Nat han pro- 
me Till raiſe up evil ainft thee out of thine 
began do be ſadly;falfilled'upon hm. 
5 en the ſon of David by Maacab 
hd daughter of Tami, king of Geſtur, Had a 
ſiſter by the ſame mother, . 


Ba WIE Bogen .. 
that Lower, another ſon d D, i{ebe.firkty 
boo of his family) by Abiraam dbe Feast, 
fell deeply in love with, hex; and. being confcious 
. that his paſſiau Ns very criqital, 4 | 
it fox ſome tine, but at the expence of bis health 
and happineſo; fucked TI 
deſire; and the textot of indelging i „ Ae 
ſaith the ſaered Writer, (2 Jack. xili. 20 war 
wexed, that is fell iet fon bis fiber Tamar 
105 * aud Auma thoughs, it | 
"0 thing to Her. It — ro | 
— this paſſion is no-where ſo waſting and vex- 
atious, ag Where: it is unlawful. A quick ſanſe 
of guilt (eſpecially- where it is enormous, aa in 
the inſtance beforg us) ſtrikes the foul win hor- 
ror and the impoſſibility of an innocent gratii- 
cation loads that horror with ob. A 
conflict too cruel, and too dreadful, fon human 
bearing: Witneſs the two moſt remarkable in- 
ſtances of it. found in biltory ; that of Hi 
chus, for Stratonice his mother: in- law; and this 
of Annan, for Tamar his ſiſter. Indeed that of 
Antiochus appears the leſa criminal of the two 
inaſmuch) as he ſeemed determined to cogceal his, 
to death *:3. and at the ſame time to haſien that 
death, to prevent its pub had; not the 
ſagaciry of \ Erafgtratus, his phyſician, diſcovered 
2 2 2 Amnon had done the ſame, 
he importunity of his falſa and ſubtile 
. the fon of Shimea, 9 ——— 
ther, , drawn | the ſecret | fro rom him. Be 
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67 mn 
2 Platerch, in the Life of Deavivins, —[j— * * 5 - 
N 43s 1 © ter: 
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au/ that Amon diſeaſe was ſome ſſ 
v angritifieds* und ihſinuated to him t 
he//whowas A King's ſon, might give a looſe to 
his deſtres; and deſplſe the teſtraints of ordinaty 
men, How vile was this advice? and how la- 
memäble is it, that the heirs of royalty, whoſe 
virtue is of infinirely more conſequence than tllat 
of meancr men, ſhould yet be under more te 
nion to taint it, from the poiſon of infectious 
flatterors! How much happier was Ant igonus in 
he advite and friendſhip of Menedemus the phi- 
when, being invited to a feaſt, here 
à very beautiful courteſan was to make a part of 
the entertainment, and asking Menedemus, What 
he ſhould do? he anſwered, Remember thou art a 
nin, and ldft do nothing wrworthy of 
thy/edf'! Pl was of a character directly con- 
| t of Menedemus:; he was of that ſpe- 


trary 
cies of courtiers mentioned by Tacitus *; who 


can àpplaud all the adioas of princes, whether 
or evil. And Ammon ſeems not far re- 
moved from that character of Domitian, men- 
cioned hy the ſame Taritus; that he played the 


grance's:on'mn'whoredoms and aduiteries. And 
therefore it is no wonder, if Jonadat's deteſtable 
flattery f had its effect upon ſuch'a ſpirit. 
Ando opened his whole heart to him, 
and told him his paſſion for Tamar — love 
Tamar * 4 u e e ee Was 
en WA 1 534 
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* life made no part ye en. 
gs oa nt For r the. text tells us, t 
3 5 For and cakes im. 
| bir fe Fares 222 Tate ; and added, ano - 
er preparation of them in a pan. An then  ſeryed'® s 
5 to him; but he refuſed to eat. This la- 
ſchuation was, That he was grown worſe. And, 
tg cover the deceit the better, he ordered very 
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from this paſſaga, as: if the Hriretis hu fallen 
into the ſamer way of thinking But te ut 
is, 2Hey: were\inv9: wi wνãůͤ H thinking San 
denominated all fin, folly :/ whict is its ſofteiiei 
name An poſſibly Tamar now called this 
guilt ſo, forfravot boo ab SerO—_n: | 
this, ao hot s Hie 17217 gig Wo mo 
Wr withioaeutid-dor ddy: hes dbmgal he- | 
tone, and: ttied>to-flarrer himiinto:forbegrance): 
Hd dvs thor fathtris darling, who could deny 
him nothing: he had only to ſpeak too kin 

for her, ancbhis remueſt would certainly — vo 
plied» with.-< Bur he, deaf to afl 
weil as to rraſon 1 —— | 
i ofnhiscomn brutat N n 
ing ronger bum fv, forceu er. 
Ha here tlie flux and reſſux of in" 
brutab brea( are fincly paiated in the tem Hig! 
bbaralicy: was no ſooner/gratiſſod in this ĩuſtaner 
but lit broke ou in another: ay excravediaatyto 
| The:tide of his biobd Ws tarned cahchit 0er 
ran back with armuch violencq; . as it bad ipreſſed 


forward before: Then Aninon bated bevexbondst 
ingiy, ſaith the text, ſd than the hu, eu bene” 
a 


with heihattd ler, was Re paſo: 
wvverew:ith be ban loven; &. 115248 26 
'  þGoOMMENT &TOR wart at zilos to/accomuit© 
| foarthinfaldimentecceliveiicanns. ;-af Indeed? 
there ſeems to be ſomething extraordinary ut 
ums rape dnd an upon · her | 
dizgeHy:contrary to that of Dias rat 
bin their circumſtanoes were difforeat u hop? 
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to add, that there: was no cauſe for it. She 
had given him no cauſe for aggravating his fitſt 
offance,: by loading it with an immediate and 


KA 
, —_— = 


did inns: 
extreme: This is often obſeruedcto 
too fumultuous and un- 
ruly: Amnox's mind was firſt agitated by luſt, and 
then by remorſe, which drove to different ex- 


tremes, like the vibrations of a ꝓendulum. The 


horror of his guilt ſtruck him with a ſudden de- 


E deemed the cauſe of 


it :ahethated his: ſiſter; when he ſhould have hated 


hieaſclf. Gon abandoned himthus to the tumult 


mind, to make thisother 


of his on i 


| ntemperate 
puniſhment o Davids adultery, more flagrant; 


her's prediction of Gop's. rar 
evil to im out of hisown houſe, — 


For Amnons harbarous behaviour now precluded: 
all poſlibility of conccaliug his guilt. The mo- 

ment his brutality ] indulged, he commanded 
his ſiſter out of his ſigh 
Fm Io which ſhe anſwered, That this ſecond 
_ evil: treatment was worſe than the firſt. The 


fuſt had paſſion to plead 


t: Ariſe, ſaith he ; be! 


„and might be conceal 
ed, and repented of The ſecond was a de- 
ſigned, — — iadignity, that muſt draw 
etennal infamy after it. Therefore ſhe had reaſon 


ſcandal, and indelible reproach, upon her, 
and his houſe; upon the religion and 


people f God., But he, as deaf now to decency 


and humanity, as he had been before to all ſenie 
of. ſhame and cduſcience, called: to his ſetvant 


6 — bid him turn out! that: 
women 
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Woman and bolt the door after her 
Tne ſervant obeyed, brought hep out, and bobed 
the door after ner. en Nt 
Tann, thus treated; not parted with as a 
innocent woman, cruelly | injured3bur' thruſt 
out as a proſtitute,” that had ſeduced to fin; 18. 
the ſtrongeſt image of innocence,” ba 
abuſed and inſufferably - inſulted, that 
affords us. The greateſt injury, loaded with'the” 
greateſt indignities; contumely added _ | 
Oppteſſed with ſorrow and 5 — Wi 
ſhame, — 2 put aſhes upon her head, and rent her 
ment of divers colours, and laid ber band on ; 
head, and went on crying 3 pod pur 
ſhame, and deſpairing to eonceal ii. 1: P09 
In this condition ſhe 1 
s houſe, who, ſeeing her confuſton aud 
düllreſß, eaſily apprehended the cauſes of itz and 
put the queſſion to her, Whether her brother 
Anon had been with her? covering the gros 
injury he ſuſpected, under the veil of the moſt M 
decent and diſtant phraſe that could hint his ſuſpi- 
cion to her. And as if all that had not been 
enough, to ſave her bluſhes, and let her ſee: that? 
he underſtood her diſtreſs, he topped her fhort, | 
from arxtempting any anſwer, by begging her, 
That ſhe would ſay nothing of the matter; | 
_ Endeavour to forget the injury, ſiner it 
a brother who had done it. But hold now's 


peace, my ſiſter's he is thy brother regard __T_.- 
' . this thing. But as all he cbuld ſay could nor 
temedy the evil, neither could it relieve irs 
| n fufficiently 2 in What tlie 
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wrath; but how he puniſhed it, We know not. 


and cul 
bes hardy o d. 
a father who was partly acceſlary to the guilt, by 


upon a virgin unbetrothed, was a fine of filty 


take her to Wife, without a power of diyorce, 
Den en. xxii. 
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the kent; which, informs us, that he uur very 


The. truth is, it was to no purpoſe for him to 
puniſh it legally, and hardly. ble to puniſh it 
equitably; inaſmuch as that could not he done 
wichoue at once expoſing the infamy of his h 
and cutting off the next heir of his crown, Add 
a5 it for a father to do this? eſpecially. 


à very unguarded compliance with his {ſon's irra- 
tional requeſt... The legal puniſhment of a rape, 


ſhekels.of flver, to be paid to the father of the 
.damſcl,” and an obligation upon the raviſher to 


28, 29. The firſt of theſe penalties | 
Vas inlignificant in the caſe before us, and the 


ee ein ond oo oi ES - 

. Twas calc is. alſo attended with another dif- 
ficulty The rape was committed in a city, and 
the damſel did not ry out; and in that caſe, 1 
eee 9 
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N. te Li of King Davy. 13 
be executed upon her. It is true, ſhe was not a 
damſri betrothed, and therefore the letter of that 
law does not extend to her caſeʒ but the equity 
af it does, becauſe the crime committed, and 
 Tamar's offence againſt that — was. cqually 
great, and Ammer's injury cqually 'irteparable: 
had he been ſentenced hls att 
ſhe muſt have ſuffered with him; and therefore 
Vai could not puniſh him, as he ought, with- 
out involving her in his fate; and I apprehend it 
to be a tule of equity, rather to let the guilty 
eſcape, oem to detivoy _e pop and 1 — 
jured. | 
Dur it may be axked, Whit becomes of de 
power of the Sanhedvim in that caſe ? I that 
coutt was now in being, and David could pro- 
tect Ammon from it, could he not as well have 
both himſelf and Bathfbeba ? Conſe- 
quently, how did he lie under any necoſſity of 
deſtroying Uriah, to ſcreen either himſelf, or 
from an infamous puniſhmentꝰ 
IAnswen, That, ſuppoſing that court in be- 
ing, and that Ammon bald be puniſhed by ir as 
he: deſerved, and Tamar at the fame time ac 
quitted,” (which could not be, unleſs they could 
take upon them to diſpenſe with a law-of Gon 
vet, what court takes cogniſance of cauſes not 
brought before it? And how could this cauſe 
come before it, when all the perſons intereſtell 


an theiproſegution of ic, determine n 
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132 Av Hiftorial Avcount'of B. A. 
tereſted to.conceal-ir; which was by no means 
the caſe in the affair of Bathſbeba; whoſe hul- 
band was à very conſiderable man, (greatly pro- 
voked) and greatly allied, as will be ſeen here- 
after. And therefore the two caſes are, in my 
opinion; very different: great, and, as l | 
hend, inſuperable difficalties, obſtructed he courſe : 
af juſtice in Amnor's affair fron 7 
- HowgveR, that guilt,” which either: human 
| juſtice, ot human infirmity, could not chaſtiae 
| wit deſerved, the divine vengeance did. 
| Absarouh, altho / grieved to the ſoul, for 
the injury done to his ſiſter, and reſenting it to 
death, yet ſo well diſſembled his reſcatment;- as 
not to rake the leaſt notice of it to Ammon. He 
_ carefully concealed his reſentment, at once to 
hide his intention' of revenge, and to make it 
ſure; and hid it thus, for two whole years toge- 
ther; at the end of which he invited his father, 
and all his bretheren, to the cuſtomaty feſtivity of 
a ſheep- ſheering: which David declined, on ac- 
count of the unneceſſary expence to which it 
muſt put his ſon. Then Abſalom begged, and 
pteſſed him again: Howbert he would nat ga, ſaith 
dhe tent; yet, to ſoften the refuſal, he gave him 
his bleſſing. Then Abſalom begged again, that 
Ammon (his elder brother, and heir apparent' of 
the crown) might honour him with his preſence. 
| This too David declined, for ſome time; but, 
being much prefied' by 45/albm, (to whom he 
could noteaſily refuſe any thing) that he and the 
 _zeſbof his brethren;might have leave to go with 
| Eibe. at length coliſetited and they Went 
Bly | | ABSA- 
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» AB$ALOM,.now. determined to make ſure 
of his revenge, directed ſome ſetvants, in whom 
2 he could contide, to attend Ammon at the feaſt, 
till the wine had raiſed his ſpirits, and taken him 
off his guard; and then to be ready, as ſoon. as 
he gave the word, to ſmite and to lay him. 
They did as they were directed, and Amnon fell. 
- hus did Abſalom, at one blow, rey 
himſelf upon his ſiſter's raviſher, and rid himſelf 
of his rival in his father's favour, and only obſta- 
cle (as he apptehended) to his cco wn. 
4 EN the fatal blow was given to Ammon, 
the reſt of the king's ſons, terrified at what they 
aw, ſtarted up from the table, ſcized every man 
his mule, and fled home as faſt as they could. 
But, faſt as they fled, fame reached the palace 
before them; and told David, that Abſalom had 
deſtroyed all his ſons. W t F —, 
+». Tx18 news, we may well imagine, threw. tige 
king into the utmoſt conſternation: drove him 
 ſecmingly even to deſpair. He tore his cloaths 
and laid himſelf upon the carth, as one aban- 
doned to diſtreſs: ahd his ſervants ſtood diſcon- 
ſolate around him, with their garments torn alſo; 
till Jonadab, recollecting himſelf, in his ſubtilty, 
and running over the train of his own thoughts, - 
caſily concluded, that Amnon only was killed 3 - 
and immediately took upon him, to aſſute the 
king, that it muſt be ſo: Let not the king, ſaith 
be, ſuppoſe that they have ſlain all the young wen, 
the king's ſons: for Amnon only is dead: for, by | 
rhe appointment of Abſalom, this hath been dj - 
termined, from. the day that he forced bis Hr 
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Tuma w. Now,therefore, let not 
ute the thing to his heart, to think that all the 


-  Liithicfittely the yourlg men, whs were upon the 


"way 


- >Wirk'this Rtcddful aſſurance, of never deparring 
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avy lord the ling 
mg t fans are dead; for Ammon uniy is dead. 


watch, gave notice that they ſaw a croud of peo- 
le coming by the way” ef che hill-ſide. And 
inſtantly, Jonaulab cried out to the king, That his 
Tons were come And i came to paſs; ſaith the 
text, as ſdon as he had made un end of ſpraking, 
har, behold, the king's ſons came, and lift 
their voice; and wept ; and the king alſo; td" all 
His ſty vunts, wept uery ſore. And Abſalum fle a, 
"4nd went to Talmai the ſon of Ammihbud, king f 
Gebur: and David mourned for his ſon every 
R ei 


N b thus did Go b, by withdrawing his te- 


Ht 4 


Arginine grace from Amen, and leaving him a 


rey to his own paſſions, rare ap evil to David 
ar of his #wn houſe: a daughter raviſhed'by her 
own brother; that brother, murdered by another 
brother; and that other, in exile upon that ac- 
edunt; and ſoon to periſh, by a fate yet more 


Ade plorable, had it not been more deſerved?! + 


An p now began another, and more dread- 
ful, propheey of Nathan's to be fulfilled upon 
Dabu, before his own eyes: the ſword was 
: now firſt brought in upon his houſe, attended 


0 
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Wide unperaleted impodenee and 'efffohtery was this; to 
with calmneſs and unconcern, of an horrid vi ' 
he dniNiF. had contrlypyt and of which he now ſaw 


" dreadful conſequences ! ' What a miſcreant miniſter was this, and 


"i much fitter to be admitted d in the counfels of hel than img | 
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"© CHAP. VI. 1 
I . e Ales An 
. by. means Monks, wiſe Woman of Te- 
— — koah, fucceeds. © Being brought back 

10 Jeruſalem, be is not admitted 10 

, the King's Preſence, but remanded 10 bis 
own Houſe. What followed thereapon. | 


BSALOM's ſheep-ſheering was at Ba. 
hazor,” near Ephraim; about eight miles 
- from Jeruſalem. He fled, the moment his 
brother was killed; and one may well believe, 
his accomplices fled with him; who probably 
were Geſhurites, ſome of his mother's friends; 
and ſo were ſure of the protection of Talmai, 


fot reyenging the violence done to his grand- + 


daug . 0 And there is no doubt but they 
ie meaſures ſo well, that no purluic 
Fo Teruſalem, had any been attempted, N25 e 
ovettake them. But David, who mult be al- 
lowed to have been criminally indulgent to his 
children, was not of a diſpoſition to revenge 
the death of one favourite ſon, by that of an- 
other; e pecially when, his guilt was no mote, 
than that of revenging an ation in icſclf worthy 
cf death. 
Ius Fulgate and Sept tuagint inform us, that, 
when Dauid heard o We ctime, he was 
much entaged, but would not grieve his ſon's 
ſpirit, becauſe he loved 5a ing bis eldeſt 
ſog, It is true. this addition is not found in 
* X 1 the 
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136 Aw Hiforical Account of B. 4. 
the Hebrew text: yet it is confeſſedly very an- 
tient, and probably bat roo true. And if fo, 
he could but ill puniſh, in Ah ſalom, the chañiſe- 
ment of that guilt, which his own ſeaſdnable 
chaſtiſement of Anh earlier enormities 
might have prevented. And, in that caſe, his 
a. entment muſt recoil upon himſelf, and acquit 
Abſalom.. And poſſibly this may be the true 
reaſon, Why we hear nothing of any meaſures 
he. took to bring Abſalom to juſtice, and why 
he mourned ſo much, and fo long, for Ammon. 
For we learn from 2 Sam. xiii. 37. that he 
mourned long and daily for him. However, at 
the end of three years, his affeQion for Ab/alom 
got the better of a fruitleſs grief, for a loſs 
which could not be recalled; and be was com- 
Forted (ſaith the text) concerning Ammon, ſeeing 
he was dead. 4 

Ax now, his concern was, to be ſa long 
robbed of the ſatisfaction of ſeeing another 
child, who was ſo dear to him: as if he had 
taken up Rebekah' s complaint x, Why ſhould T be 
5 alſo f them both in one day? 

In. this condition he pined and languiſhed 
tor his ſon; And rhe foul of king David faith 
the text, longed to go forth unta ahn, as if 
his ſoul would jun rejoiced even to have quit- 
ted his body; to go out and meet him. 

Joas quickly perceived the king's condi- 
tion; pd thought he ſhould pay his court to 

advantage, if he could contrive to deceive and 


mee him into a POR n bly ſon 
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1 Tekoah, a diſtant city of Juda) who; waited 


BE ts 1% % King Bars u 
from exile,.. To this purpoſe, he inſtruſted 
woman of good ſenſe, 2 


upon the king, in the air and habit of a diſeꝶn- 
ſolate widow, ia mourning, and deep diſtreſ, 

on account of her ſon, whom his on family 

werte purſuing to death, for having ſlain his 
brother, in an accidental contention, in the 
field The moment ſhe appeared beſote the 
king, ſhe fell ppan her face, and i his 
aid; Helps Og. she then told him her 
caſe, and added all the alleviating. and diftreſsful 


Circumſtances, that conld move the kings com- 


paſſion: The brothers were alone in the field, 
and none to part them; poſſibly he might ſlay 
his brother, cither undeſignedly, or in his own 
defence. He was her only child, the only hope 
and ſtay of her family; and, if they cut — off *, 
they would leave her husband neither name, nor 
remainder, upon the cart. 

Tux king ſoon felt her diſtreſs: the caſe 
was too like his own, to ſuffer him to be un- 
moved. He told her, ſhe might return to her 
houſe, and leave the care of her buſineſs to him; 
he would give proper directions about it. But 
ſhe, not having yet what ſhe wanted, took o- 
caſion, from her ſeeming ſolicitude for her ſon, 
to continue the converiation. . added, 

The expreſſion in the original is beautiful and ex- 


-preflive : Aud ſo they ul guench my coal that is left. Aud Heathen 
authors ſeem to have 72 hence, So thoſe few men 


bo ſurvived the deluge + Plato and Lucian Covye, 
| bes cab; who war re rad continue the 
- human re. 


N That | 


. nas Av Hiporical Account of Big, 
wo pteſſed his majeſty to any thing 
jn"Kſ&lf'unjuft,' or any way miſinformed bing 
-miſrepreſented® the ſtate of the caſe, the 
_ wiſhed all de gui or that "iniquity ot miſ- 
tation might fall upon her on head, 
and upon her fatnily* My lord, O tung! b. 
7 and on ther's houſe* 
the king ana bis throne be puittleſs; The ki 
then bid Rer, if any body moleſted her an 
more, to bring them before him, and he would 
take cute to ſtop any further proceedings againſt 
ber. She then begged, that in making that pro- 
miſe, to ſtay the avenger ot blood from cauſing 
any further deſtruction in her family, he would 
remember the Lon his Gov: that is, remem 
ber he made that promiſe in the preſenee of 
Go; drawing him thus, diſtantly, and inſen- 
| „into the obligation of an oath. Her ad- 
dreſs had'its effect: and the king, to convince 
her of the integrity of his intentions, imme- 
diatcly anſwered, As the Lord liveth, there ſhall 


| _ ome bair of thy ſon fall to the nerth. 5 


"HAYING gained this point, ſhe then begged 
leave to ſay one word. And, having obtained 
Mon, ſhe immediately proceeded to ex- 
Poſtulate with the king, upon his own conduct, 
and unkindneſs to the people of Gov, in not 
_ his own ſon, and bringing him back 
| ile. His mercy to her ſon, made him 
Gelbcoademned in relation to his'own; whoſe. 
Killing his brother was, in many reſpects, mort 
excuſable. She then added a very natural and 
ſeaſonable reflection That death us the 
> * common 


Bj 4. the Life of King Daviv. 139 
common lot of all men; ſome by one moans, 
and ſome by another: That; in that fate, we 
are like water /þilt the ground, which taw- 
not be gathered: That Gov, if he pleaſed, could 
ſtrike the offender dead; but inaſmuch'as be 
did not, it was, becauſe he would leave room 
for metcy: That he had deviſed means in his 
own law, to arreſt the avenger of blood; and; 
in his appointed time, to recal the man-ſlayer 
from his exile, in the city of refuge e. 
"Bur here, pen out. ſhe might have 
gone too far, and made too free with majeſty, 

1 expoſlulating ſq plainly upon a point of ſuch 
importance, ſhe excuſed this preſumption, from 
the force put upon her by her people; whothad 
fo ſeverely threatened her, that, in this erte 
mity, ſhe plainly ſaw ſhe had no reſource, ot 
hope of relief, but in laying her ſon's caſe before 
the king: which ſhe, confiding in his majefty's 
mercy, and aſſuring herſelf, that he would heat 
her with his wonted patience and clemency, at 
length adventured to do; hoping that it mi 
be a means of ſaving both herſelf, and her fon. 
from being deſtroyed out of the inheritance of 
Gop; inſinuating, that her own life was wrapt 
up in his. W N 8 
Tux king, obſerving the uncommon art and 
dexterity of her addreſs, in the management of 
this affair, immediately began to ſuſpect, that 
| ir was a Fry concerted between her and Foad. 

And prevyiouſſy charging her not to hide it from 


Where be was ſo continue io the Yeath af the high-priafh 
Are. nur, 35: | hi 


* " a * - — 
99 5 * , $8 * rm TY 
A 7 WL * * May 


d Jn Hifoital Acootof By 
| 3 hich, be pus the queſtion directly to her; Ii nor 
wee dea uit thee in all this? And the 


3 


not daring to diſguiſe the matter any 
fader, anſivered, and ſaid, e liveth, 
| 1 lord the king, none can turn to the right-hand, 
© g.2o.the left, from augbt. that my lord the kg 
bach pokes: wr thy fervans Jed he hadms, ans 
be. put all nbeſ wordt in the mouth of thy band. 
maid; to fetch about this form of ſpeech, Lath thy 
ſervant Foab done this thins : and my lord is wiſe, 


£3 


era to the wiſdom of an angel of Cad, to 
know all things _— MES. <9 Wa | 


„Tus x the king, turning to Joab, who was 
All this while in the preſence) ordered him to 
80 for his (on, and bring him home. And be 
me aid unto Joab, Behold, now I have done 
us thing : go therefore, bring the young man 
a ſenſible, that the Jews are generally 

*  <onlidered. as an illiterate, batbarous people ; 
and the charge is ſo far juſt, that they deſpiſed 
the learning of other nations: but this by no 
means infers them either ignorant or barbaroy 

I. own. they appear to me in à very different | 
light: and although I ſhall not now inſiſt, that 
the Bible is the fountain-· head of all true polite- 
nels, and hat is properly called good. breeding 
among mankind, (as I am well ſatisfied it is) 
Jet I will venture to declare, that the ſingle de- 
ſign-aqd addreſs of this device, now tecounted 
are ſufficient proofs (if there were no other) to 
evince this people neither unpolite, nor unin- 
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ochur to proceed Seid e nig 
 - Warn David conſented to recal; Abſalom, 
and appointed Joa to conduct him home, Taab 
bowed himſelf. down to the earth; and tha 


him, as for the greateſt obligation his. majeſty 


2 


.erh,that Thave found grace in thy;ſight; my: 
O king, in that the king bath. fulfilled the 


/ 


 hisawn ſcore, which, he knew, was the greateſt 


flattery;:and addreſs, not cafily equalled! 2 : i; 
Wn EN:this: was done, Joab, ſaith the tert, 
Arie, and went to Geſbur, and brought Abſalum 
o Feruſalem; well pleaſed, we: may be-affiirce, 


to be at once the meſſenger» of his: princi's 


the inſttument of their reconciliation : which 
could not fail to ſecure him a preſent fund of 
favour with the father; and an equal fund in 
reverſion, with the ſon. Zut however, altho 
the king ſo far forgave Abſalom, as to recal him 
from exile; yet, when he returned, he ordefed 
him to be taken directly to his own hoſe; and 


tinued thus for two whole years in Jertzſalam, 
without being once admitted into his father's 
preſence. A diſcountenance, and à rebuke, at 
leaſt; little enough, to fignify the kings abhör- 
rence of his late cruel revenge upon his brother; 
and, in all appearance, not more than was no- 


popularity; which now, in all probability, be- 
An Ft | | | | gan 


* 


could conſer upon him: To- day thy ſervant know- 


of his ſervant; placing that obligation intirely to 
he could lay upon his maſter. A feſinement of 


forbad him to ſee his face. And Abſalom con- 
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mercy to the heir apparent of his:ctawa, and 


ceſſary, to mortify his pride, and repreſs his 


, Tuan Ain Eiforica/ Acteintof Bi, - 

gen to blaze out, upon the news of his tecon- 
Alen to his father,” And this I apprehend to 

— eee eee 


: and then adds 2 +200dunt of his 
1 apr ihe oh and one fair daughter, (whom 
-  4r named after his unbappy fifter Tamer) which 
ee ae cc tg popularity, 
i And:pectumption De DSN SS 
His beauty is chine be That, in all 
bal, there was none to be ſo much praiſed, 
upon that ſcore: and that it was without alloy, 
er abatcmcar; from any imperfection: that from 
me Vest, ru the crown of hir head; iberr 
| knes no'blemb n bin. There is no lar 
mmbhioned,; beſides his hair: and the beaaty of 
| aha is only implied in its quantity; which was 
indeed prodigious ! weighing, upon the loweſt 
computration;-at leaſt three pounds: Iz which might 
heicaſily: eſtimated, by weighing: what was out 
off in his annual polling, (for we fate told he 
pollen it annually on account of its exceſſive 
weight) and-cxaminiag, what propostiom that 
Dore, do What med. And although agood 
de accounted for, both from 
Aer of thag> hair, and the great quan 
, ol, then in uſe, which added both — 
grown and weight; yet it is evident from che 
cart, chat there muſt have been ſomething in it, 
r very ſingular, oven u pF | 
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- A BSALOM had, it muſt be Owned; a very 
 fingular excellence of form but wich that, no; 
thing ttuly eſtimable, that we know of. i. 
character ſerms ntcarly allied to that of Auen 
Oreſtilla, mentioned by lit, who had n | 


Tuls vaig young man, weary with g lo 
jong detained in that and obſcu- 
rity, ſo mortifying to his pride, and ſo un- 
friendly: to his popularity, à meſſenger to 
Fosb, to deſire to ſpeak uith him; in undtö 
prevail upon him, to ſolicit his intetreſſteon 
with the king, to he admitted to his preſchce. 
he ſent a ſecand. And when he found: n bet. 


ter-ſucceſs from his fecond meſſage/ he urderuιjHj 


his ſervants to ſet a field of barley, hj,EMñ Nu 
nad contiguous to his own, on fire; and they 


Aid accordingly: which Jon teſfenting, t 


immediately to expoſtulate with him 
finding the meſſages he had fear him, ;ineffec- 
tual, he took that method to bring him ud trims! 
and gain an opportunity of ſending him d the 


to his preſence, For if that could not be'ob- 


tained, To what purpoſe was it for him (o 


return from Gſdur? He might as weld have 
continued there in exile ſtill. In ſhort; he in- 
ſited: with Ins, that he muſt ſec the King, a 


any rate: Now therefore, ſuith he, iet m ſec thie 
uu, faces andi there h any iniquity in m, 
let him kill me. His impetuoſity prevailed : Foub = 

6 . was | 


' 7 Fn d 
i | 


n te Lie of A David. 45 


answered; Ther, 


King, to intercede for pertniſſion to be adanined - | 


1 n \ — n 4 
1 his Auen ſucceeded, an 
lors n admitted to the — 
he did obeiſunce, humbling himmſelf before the 
king, wirh his face to the ground. And che 
king was reconciled; and kiſſed him 
TD racer, little verſed. in eurts is apt to 
be ſutpriſed, (as at firſt ſight I own I was) to ſee 
Juul ſo zealous to get Abſalom recalled from 
exile; aid to obſerve him after wards ſo cold and 
zudifferent, to have him ret eſtabliſned in his fa 
thet's fur. ti RAGH er 
Tur truth ap hes Joc had Saal grati- | 
fed the king, and gained credit with him, by 
bringing back Ab/alom to Jeruſalem, he had 
little reaſon,” as a miniſter, to be ſolicitous to 
bring him about the kings and reſtore 
Way o full favour; becauſe, in that caſe, he 
might naturally — that Abſaloms in- 
— with his might impair his own. 
This the young man's ambition could but ill 
_ endurs; and therefore he took chis extraordi- 
naty ſtep, to beſet right with his father. A ſtep, 
which he wed him determined to go any 
rather than fall ſhort of his ambitious 
aims” He chat could ſet his friend's field on fite, 
I barely to be admitted to court, would little ſeru- | 
ple to ſer his country in a flame, Gf I may be 
a5 expreſſion) to be raiſed to a:crown: 
poſſibly, this injury to Jab might bave 
boen, in ſome meaſure, an artifice, to prevent the 
_ king's ſuſpicion of their combination, and Foa#s 


c 
ö a 8 


n. the Life'of King Divi. #25 
As to reſolution of being brought 
to the king, even at the hazard: of his life 3 it 
ſeems to be much leſs the effect of fortirade; 
than preſumption upon his father's fondueſs; 
Anmon's moſt heinous injury to Tamar, being 
| irreparable, well deſerved death. And Atαiỹm 

well knew, his father would not be extreme, 
for puniſning it, as it deſerued, out of form: 
The provocation was too grievous, not to excuſa 
great irregularity in revenging it g eſpecially not 
to excuſe it, in a ſon, ſo exceedingly beloved, 
And therefore 4b/2/om might ſaſely offer him- 
ſelf as a victim to his father's vengeance, ſecure 


NC aan 7 yi 44 af Gifte 4 t 
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. . Digre „ ſhewing,. that: bis Diſtem- 
Pier was, probably, the Small- por. 
har David, at ſome part of his life, was 


4 © afflied with a grievous 15 diem er, Which 
he conſidered as the chaſtiſement of Gop upon 
him for his ſins, ſeems ſufficiently evident from 
many A in his P[alms, particularly xxxyiii®. 
II. AI. and xlif. That this calamity fell upon 


2 eee, neither chaflen ms in thy | 
2 — thing arrows fick ff is, and ly hand eſe 


Ver. r ꝙ92 . : for T 
N Jie e 5 : fir! 
Vor. I. : L. | him 


— 


Ah, fr. 


5 10. . 


| i corre? 0 f Py th, thas dec his beauty 
| 0 conſume fr. like a moth, fretting) a 


and rebel- 
iracy was formed againſt him, appears 


—  fromithe ſame Pſalms, And ſoraſmuch as we 
hear of no mote than one con 


of that kind 


23 him, it follows, that his ſickneſs 


| Ohm ave cis ie, And that his 
— — which is now known to us, 
| | under de nme e the ſmallpox, is (45 I con. 


ccive very probable, from the ſame Palms. 
— 3 CITI 


ate in his back,” or 


— — — 


ET er im emcee in Jeb 
Keen, it A | 


8. 1 am feeble and 


garmenr. 


Now, 1 apprehend, that there is no other 


diſiem r, in ich all theſe characters, univerſal 


ſorenelt, and unſoundnels of che 


tion, ſtench, temporary blindneſs, (for ach 22 


wap was) and loſs of beauty, are at once united, 


by 


9 


"IR 90 85 | if 4 ö 
% An Hiſtorical. Arenen, of By 4. 
dim about the time that a 
| liousconlp 


——— 


e 


except the ſmall p ox :. particularly that loſs 'of - 
beauty which is fx by reducing Nh eri into 8 

the condition of a garment fretted by moths. 

| __ ſurely, never Was * charaterized 


** 


Os 


Bu. the Life of Ring Davin. ny 
by a clearer or mote beautiful alluſion and image,” — 
E nt5 nnd ant briefly arr op or 
Tus will alſo beconfirmed, by conſidering. 
that this was Jobis diſtempec ; and that D 
found himſelf in the ſame condition with Fob. 
Tax this was Jobs diſtemper, 
t of the number of thoſe known, to ut) is-appa- | 
rently clear, from that fingle character of ity. that 9 
be was mitten with boils, fromthe ſole of bis foos 
- axito his crown. -: The lame thing is alſo appa-· 
1 am eſcaped with the atin of my teeth. His dif - 
eaſe had ſtripped off all the reſt of his skin, een 
that on the inſide of his mouth; which ſaffici- 
ently confirms it to have been the fi = 
I x this diſtemper Fo#'complainsF,: tlat Gos 
had made him to be forſaken of his companions = 
and friends; that he compaſſed him with his 
archers; tore his reins, and blinded his eyes - 
ain is broken, and W es beg 
(that is, man) as 4 rotten thing, , 65 4 
DN 
k 2 my company | ri nel. 
His archers compaſs me round Ns 5 
my reins aſunder My reins be conſumed ems 
me : he breaketh me with breach upon breach. On 
m eye-lids is the ſhadow of death . There are 


® Jobii79, + Bid, xviin, C. 1 Bid. vi. 6: 
| + bid. xvi. 7. ve | i Bid ver, 36. | 2 7 * 
Nos, belides the poetic beauty of this expteſton, there is 
_ alla ety in it, every way expreflive of his condition in the 
aller; which deſerves carefully to be attended to. The blind- 
neſs was not from any defect or diſteitiper in his eyes, but from tha 
cling of his epedids, — ks 


L 2 other 


© 
1 


Fi 


14 . iu Hiſtorical Account of B. 4. 
other eireumſtantes (beſſdes theſe laſt mentioned) 
to prove this to have been Job's diſtemper; but 
12 purpoſe in recounting theſe, was only to 
that Davids diſtemper was the ſame with 
his 1 therefote recounted thoſe only in which 
tbey bold age: tf 7 „„ 
Now the reader will find every one of thels 
Ants from the mouth of David, in the 
ages How-quoted; and referred to? and there - 
fete Ithink ir clear, that his diſeaſe was the 
arne with Joh; that is, that it was (probably) 
ce fwal por; oonſequently not that diſtemper 
Which thelibertine world would inſtnuuate. 
Tux ſame thing appears alſo, as I apprehend, 
from ſome of thoſe Pſalms which David toto 
spon his recovery n. Thus, in Fſalm ciii, he 
bleſſes God, who ene all his diſeaſes, that his 
youth wasrenewed like the eagle's. Now it is ge- 
'nerally/ underſtood of the eagle, that when his 


feathets molt, and fall off gradually, and new 


ones ſucceed, his youth is renewed with his plu - 
mage f. Which carries no W or "unnatural 


4 SY N 4 * 


9 » Thoda iges enn all: — 


ad enlvi. 

at Now I; am well aſſured, that theſs feathers fall by pairs, one 
each wing; and that thoſe which fall at once, are the two fea- 
y carreſponding to each * in ; and that 

hieuiri enevey « new wow, ka: peg falls. A 
ares in ore Ie 8 5 and goodneſs! for by 
Vein balance of the wings, which a very little 
Wa, ( — of leſs. than half g feather) in either 

deſtroy, the eagle is never utterly diſabled from purſuing 
2 ey tho“ it be evident he cannot pnrſue it with ful — 


. 15 bis . de renewed; and e his e is then * 


1 4 „ 


T1225 * n . dite 


\ 


Fl 
To 3 7 7 


* 


| ſealed with the ima un falls off piccemeal; and 
is ſucoeeded hy — ſmooth and youthful ;. 
althoꝰ 1 am inclined-$6:-beticve; from the: text, 
that it may alſo carry agather allat a. 
_ COMMENTATORS, in their comments: UpQa: 
this text, quote St. Auguſlin, and Sci Rp, 


as aſſerting, ; that When the cagle run dn and: 


that crooked, inaruſted ſubſtanee of his bill 3g 
creaſes to: ſuch a degree, that he cannqt cat, he 


ſirikes his bill againſt a rock, till he heats off bis 
excels of beak, and is again in a condition te 


take food; by which his ſtrengtii id rene wed; 
and with that, appatently, his nw 


am rightly informed) it is no uncommon. 


the /mal/-pox, for men to have their mouthy: fo 


incruſted with it, that they areuttcrly;incapable 
of taking any food, or any ſuſtenande, bur. from 
liquids q and that with, 
that incruſtation falls off, they are then in g 
dition; to take proper nouriſhment3+ by which 
their ſtrength is reſtored; And if that vas Da: 


vids cafe; then is the beauty and propriety @fjthe = 


alluſion in the test, ſufficiently evident: For 
then might he truly ſa of his Gonowbe at ina 
thy mouth with good things, ſo that iy yourb ic 
renewed like the eagle. s.. 

Tur David diſtemper was the ſnalH b, 
is, Ithink, again confirmed from another Halm; 
written allo, in thankſgiving for his recohery: J 


mean the cxlyith, ; Nr 


Teri then be*previouſly" obſtrved, that 23 


man, confined to his bed..by, ede. ant 


28 MW} ; 
% 


% 


Brgil the Liſ af Ring e, 196 
alluſion ta a manz:whoſe old skin, rough and: 


t difficulty but, when 


L 3 properly a 


© "Wa 


250 eee of a. 


| phoperly 
. 
Nr 


'bs conſidered as a priſoner; and, douſe 
be confidered as 2 
ſe 4 man 
recovered from the fuel pom, in which he was 
bangry undder an incapacity of eating, 
for ſome u, in at words could that man 
more telebrate' the goodneſe of Go 


nasüfuy 
whim, that Wrhofe of David, this Pſalm ? 


Tu reader wilt pleaſs 


aroſe; like 


* & 


| —— with pra: 
=_ —— 2 
which give fhod 


2 1 
8 War the exprſion is uſed in the goſpel, in rela 


dul. Vers. 
| Sc. Ver. 7 
4 


The 0 

tothe hungry: ee pſeth 

Jonerr. Vet, U The Lord hehe eyes | 
rag FAT, ave 


j 
"Ihe Mind the 2 | ad 
o 
to wdſarve,. aus 


Ver. Pra 4 


expreſſion of opening thi eyes of the blind a, very 
mura points out the condition of a man re- 
covered from the wWhoſe blindneſs 


Jobs; not from any defect or diſtem- 
pet in his eyes; but from $a ge: ſhut up, hc 
the cloſing of his eye-lids f. 

2 fame thing is, I chink, yet Further con- 

from the accounts which David himſelf 
i us, of the conſpiracy formed againſt him 
in 2 in the thirty. eighth and-forty-firſt 
Pſalms. Now 1 will venture to fay, that there 
i no fickaels incident to man, in Which à con- 


in fingle circumſtance faffciently evinces David's 7; "FEA 
been that other infection, ac ure 


35,5 


3 cure of blindneſs ap ip ur | 
that ay „ 


t there is no 


eros * K 1 N 8 a r "of | 


-< on H and when he cometh art 


® — 
E — — V *. 
* * 6 
* 4 « 17 
_— 


| 7 22466 1 
. ſpiracy could be mort rally encouraged, 
yet, at the ſame titne, ſa efectually diſcovered to 


the perfvir concerned, as the fall pon, df the 
Ba 6 kind, in Which tlie patient is often ob- 


ſerved to lle for fone days, ſectningly 9 


and utretly inſenfible3* and yet, in reality, is 
os a intelligent. 
lu vx oſten heard a man e 
| (yet living) affirm, that he wy well remembers 
imfelf 2 that vety condition, under that evil 
diſeaſe, in which he frequently heard himſelf 
pronoitnced* ſpecchitebs,” inſenſible,” and paſt all 
2 recovery; under this very ſingular * 


elrcumſtance, that he had a con- 
engt of the ignorance and ſtupidity a al ä 
pronounced: him in that ſtate. 


Nov David fays of hitaſclf, in his d 


al."xli.ver. g. Mime enemies 5 
7 be 2 ahd his name 


6. And if be rome th fee 
: and his heart „ 


N 


7. All mine enemies -whi er together gan 


me - event again} me do they imagine this u 5 2 


. 8. An evil diſeaſe, ſay ths cleaveth faſt mo 
; e, 


n (IJ 

3 Seng bees immgien.. tot Doris idemper mathe rot 
but they forget, that, im that caſe; he muſt have been 

Uzziab the'greateſFof his ſucceſſors was, and ſhat up in a — 

7 we. 3 nnn tothe day of his death. - 


g — 
4. % - 


ad} 


% " - 


= $4 


; and now that be heth, he dijo ap wo. | 


Henk we ſec;. hes 8 and. pros. 
nounccd re ſenrence of ON upon him ima. : 


1 


. - < - : _ 
wo E * 5 — 1 
8 85 ! 


16 fie no ie 
| er, obſcrycd no coke 


Je lng be gad ba. But me 
Q ig.;reali | | 
1 845 8 Wee clearly and abe ler, 
fon ig Pan Mili, ver. 12. N 
e XZ ſought after my life kid fares 
ts mes nd they that went abut to 


| #0 da me Ta > 
6 ve 97550 wh eee aud imagined eit . FAR. 1 


. 5 nA . 49 
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5 e e 
| 11165 e 4 wines 
FE, no reproofs..... 296 2 | 


ENO hes and 15 
Nox, recounted, : hh 1 ite 75 75 com big! gin, 
the wy Pos, and in go, other diſtcmper,. 555 


e e Xt 


Daun clabqured ed, . When a 
ION eoniracy. was, Vas Wl againſt Got im, 1 


We e Ne VISA III 44G IK 


_ | v7 . At on, ths le "his - 

dessen 5 6 

3 22 . Le Th acer 
later; and e this objetion bs Robe: 


*y 105 y add, Meat he the Herr my this 8 l 885 | 


= left us fr Fob and David, might have been a,very 

tray of fairhj in — my nolſuch diſtemper was known - 
is no ; on of our faith, a u 

any — ap. Bee Wor fer Era 425 eee now 
| 2 indiſputable; which yet, for many ages, were credi- 
ma — 00 which ia the cuidence of. things,nat fan, 
al;ogether. extraordinary, and-inexplicable. Bud it it ob-, 
5 that Devi diſtemper is characterized by many ſymptoms 
3 to-the /m# par- 


n ticularly 


FE 46 * a 0 : | | . N k 
Bias he Life of King Navan 3 
that e Rm (for we: heat Dae 
and how it was carri re keg, 
| next FONT aug vi * Gn he JER-7 - + : 
„Warn Th a eg 1 : 
proper to ſubmit. this dilſexrazion, to: the peruſal. | 
of a very learned and judicious phyfician; 7 
ace I rclicd. r to be — 0 
any Objection lap againſt. this 
1 Des $ A HIP, beſides 
15 An 17 5 bag anſwer Was, 5 
ended, i $s diſtemper was not altage 
Roa, 1 it 5 3 e elephantiaſrs; 
and refered me, further. ger, nag : 
e 3 49 hat CRT 
cordingly I haye con Rdered Wit ch alike 
A and find, there arg magyef Ls 


| Wa Jon bar 


| ah 0 | e * 3 "Is 
jel hat b often complicated, e 2 wy thi 
es „ 
e in his y an} oy 5 long ind . . 
and it * no uncommon thing, w inn 6 that charact 4 
rb n wi 255 
e d and ache mi ve 
Eicers in his K 5 . rhe ſame effeckd 1 mi * e 72 
man 5 eat cannot | he 
Nobbekted, That Ba. BY 22 ke of his 15 2 Phy 
— tenſe, as 1 he l ack ip = 
| 3: which Thar to be done in SEEN roy 


9 is more 7 
of things the preſent tenſe; e cally wheat e 
ev gy is en FO it very of 8 ſo doing. 


there is —.— dravty in deſerving diſtempers . 


92230 ner; becau des the Tir preſent to 
Beſides that ſeveral paſſages in the thirty- 2 2 arp Goin ep45- 


refe 
ton dime pat; Fart the kad ad Sth voſt. ay re 
24 fi 30 NOR Ns), 2057 #3 191 La by 
ewo? 5 80 | 10 


/ 


— 


don over tue eyes, like thoſe of an angry Ion. 
In the alli por, the eye lids are cloſed and con · 


* 1 — 1 : * 
"<= | n 


224 At tee Mis _ 


ck the Mate e, ing Fer rhiey 1 


8 ber Mee, Ra , 
ie zafts, and I- gpox, — 
ace, — e 


. friends; Wheri infeded4'by py | 19 5 


ſwelled, and't Kia is broken, in both, 
unfit a un a __— ure tene | 


periods, with intcafe itching 
bel are veoxed? 2 diſturbed and 1 7 
Aras (as all feveriſh diſordets ate): and the 


f pe is ſometimes attended with a difficulty 


of breathing, as the"elephantiaſis always is with 


wg n ſo far they agree.” But 


the elenbuntiafit never breaks 


Che all the skin 3 225 as the fall pe 
des z it begins with a burning” in the bowels, 


and next appears in the face, which it ſwells, 
 bitrtiiſhes; and brlzhtens : and from the moment 
it appears there, it ĩs abſolutely mortal; not did 
any human ereature ever ſurvive it. In the ele- 
ae, the eyes ate cloudy, and become of 
a braſſy colour; and the brows ſwelled, and Jer 


glutinated, and the eyes not clouded, but abſo: 


mel darkened, a Jas were. 


Int the r 
cracked; but no boils" either there, or on che 


Ten of the Read, as Fob had, and as is com- 


mon in the ſimall pom. In the 


A 2s” and ſleepy 


elephiant the 
Tt 


* 
pls 108 
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B. 4 the Liſa a K Dv. 133 
Joss diſtemper was attended with vomiting, 
with pains in his back, with loathing of food, 
and loſs of skin: all theſe are attendants en 
the /mall-pax; e er the eix 
Ion indted complains of Wrinktes, an; ir is 
208 that the n Wrinkles the in; 
bat he cbinplalns, in the ſame breath, of Peing 
tran and withered* z wherezs, itt the eſp huditia- 
s, there is an univerſal ſwelling : and rhewfore 
it is reaſonable to conclude, that this leanneſs, 
and theſe wrinkles of Jabs, were the 
his ſorrows, antecedent to that 
which $ztas ſmote him. 
Ir were eaſy to add more proofs t to „e 


ar; wrt but, I hope; rtioſ& I have already: urged, 


— V 


be thought ſufficient to cvince, From 
diſtemper ee che eee % 
10 3 bitt £07 0/1203 o il 


As rational coojeiares are cet chat | 
inlets to knowledge, the candid reader wilk-1 
hope, be indalgent to this, in relation to Du. 
uid s diſtemper; which I am far from btrüdimg 
as a truth: for, after all, poſſibly alt his D 
upon this head may be no more than figutative 
deſcri of the-ſtate of his mind; 8 
in: nor is this fu ion ill ground eee ä 


pa ache the e Pſalm 
y to this way a ee we fd 


but; for I 7 
3 Jack, — 


an figured aur to us, in the proptieric ſtyle under 
thc dens of eee and e, | 
erst 8 4. 14 r . . 
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BSALOM had not been long reſtored =» 
| to his father's: favour, before his pride 
and — broke out in an extraordinary 
mannen 3101. 1a A2 213% 11. 
; Fi en ſufficienth;evident; row ſome paſſages 
| ory, that David, as his ſons grewiup, 
gave ger of them ſame patrimony, which he 
left to their own, management (it was not; then 
deemed: beneath the diguity of princes, to be 
- early, initiated in all che patriarchal arts of rural 
_ induſtry)... Particularly Abſalum, we know, had 
| 1 — is probable, that 
. th increaſed in his exile and conſinement: 
1 not only as his expences might be leſſened on 
=» theſe ;accountsg but alſo, as his circumſtances 
| might be conſiderably bettered, by preſents from 
his grandfather and the royal. family at Geſbur, 
_whe,doubtlci,,conſidered/himyas the heir ap- 
 _ "parcotito the crown of 1/#ae/3: and: accordingly 
encouraged and enabled him to ſupport his pre- 
teaſtous, and ta keep up a port ſuitable to his 
dignity. And hence it was, in. all probabi 
that * he was received into favour, he ſet up 
Wi + % | - a Mag- 
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ing 
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a2 magnificent equipage, prepared him. charjots 
and horſes, and a tetinue of no Jeſs than fifty 
men, to run before him: ee in 
appearance; but, in effect, guards. ner jr} | 

'ABovuT-zhis, time, I apprehend) it was, that | 
David fell fick: and Jab, taking the advan- 
tage of that infirm and diſtreſſed condition, to 
which he ſaw him reduced, laid the foundation 

of his conſpiracy, or rathet purſued the plan of 
his ambition, concerted at Geſiur. Which pro- 
bably, at firſt, meant no more than to ſecure to 
himſelf the ſucceſſion of the crown, in prefer- 
| ence to Salomon; for whom David deſigned. it. 
And, ſeeing the king reduced ſo low by his\dif- 
temper, that his life was deſpaired of; wicked 
as he was, he might think it better to wait the 
iſſue of it, than to embrue his hands in his fa- 
ther's blood, And there; is no doubt but the 
king, who (as we have ſeen in the laſt chapter) 
4 the conſpiracy, in his ſickneſs, took 
immediately meaſures to defeat it, as ſoon as he 
found himſelf recovering. Nor is it in 
bable, that he diſſembled his recovery as ong 
as he could, to prevent the effects of his ſon's 
ambition and impetuoſity, who ſufficiently ap- 
pears, from the forty-firſt Palm, to have been 
determined upon his father's 1 A and 
fully reſolved to outdo the NN N his 
diſcaſe, and 'cur him off, if 1 ould pare 
him. For thoſe, I am ſatisfied, are Abſalom's 
o] words, recorded by David at the 8th verſe 
of chat Pſalm; and naw that he hath, he ſhall 
eee 
10 0 : ? Ir 


n eee bee of 8.4; 
| * mr donbtleſs have been matter of great 
and inexpreſſible affliction, to David, 


” as ry fp yy deere whom he 


— to have ed and woke 56, com- 
5 g ainſt Him, and compa death 
4 ren e/;-his fon; 8 
And both of theſe are, 4 1 apprehend, 
ſafficiently and clearly characterized in this laſt- 
cited n: the vanity and lyiug ſpirit of 
| fem in theſe words, (ver. 6.) And if be che 
| me. he 
* 


ſpeaketh vanity : his heart gat ber- 
Aae himſelf: when he goeth 
erellethit: and 60 treachery of Ab 
Sort in theſe, (Ver. 9.) Tea mine own familiar 
„ in whom T truſted, Which did cat of my 
bread, hath lifted up his beet * againſt me. 
"Hens we ce a complaint, not only of truſt 
| betrayed, bur the rights of hoſpitality violared : 
the man char did this, had eaten of his bread f. 
Ixx this exigenicy David had recourſe, as uſual, 
to the divine mercy . z crying our, 
- (ver.'10.) Thow, '© Lor be merciful to me, and 
me up, that I may requite them. And, find- 
uz their devices fo far defeared, as not to ter- 
minzte in his immediate deftruction, he 'gra- 
duzfly" gathered hope and confidence from | 
| delay 5 2 he quickly perceived not to 


5, tbe Lifeef Ai Dem. wg 
but ſcom the-interpoſtion, of -Provideneein\tils 
behalf on 41): By this: I know, n 


fun mine enemy doth nat tru- 
umb oven — leede me, bau upboldeſ ue 
in mine intigrity, end rtf e daes 11 f. 
or ever. 12 N o 
j Ir it be urged, That: all Ai e de 
ment upon a Fſalm, not grounded hay rl 
hiſtorical telation; I anſwer, That this N 
is plainly hiſtorical; is confeſſedly written 
David, and perſonally applied to himſeif 5 
conſequently muſt refer to ſome circumſtances 
of his life; and can refer to no other bat this : 
and, when applied to this, gives, as I apprehend) . 
new light to the ſacred; a unt "of 
f Abſalom's rebellion. 34 8 43 133 


Now the ſacred Ante sbs (> Gam 
xv.) That when the people-reforted to the king 
for juſtice, on occaſion of any controverſy wie 
had ariſen between them, Abſalom was early up; 
and intercepted them as they came to the gate 
where the king's tribunal was held; and, as they 
. of each of them, Win 
tribe, city, and family they were '6f; 'thar he 
might proportion his compliments and civilities 


according to their quality, and conſequenee: 
caxeſſed, and deluded them wich 'gtofing yes: 


pretended to inquire into the merit af their 
cauſe; and always found .it good and juſt: fad)y 


lamenting, at the ſame time, that no man was 
deputed of the king to hear them and eatneiſtly 
wiſhing, chat he were authorized, and in capa- 
city of doing them juſtice: —O that I were. 
as Jude m the land, that * man * 
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at the ſame time plotting againſt him; deluding 
his people; with Hes to his diſad vantage; and 


Js neee ee ern een 


eſfect: but fay ing; O that I were in my father's 
place, I would do juſtice! — Plainly inſi mn 
_ that he would do What others did ne. I 

Now we learn from the preceding Pure of | 
thin hiſlory, chat David was won to adminiſter 
juſtice to his people in perſon: Why then does 
_ fhſalomilament, that no one was deputed of 
bim to hear the grievances of his ſubjects *) 
The reaſon is plain from the forty-firſt Pſaim. 
The king was ſick, and could not attend in 
perſon ; aud the people knew it: otherwiſe 45 · 
ſaloms calumny would naturally have been, that 


the king was grown proud and haughty, and Fe 
above his buſineſs; or elſe, old and _— 

_ and vegligent of hisſubjefs. © - | 
Now, is it to be believed, that Abſalom could 

087: on this train of deluſion and lyes with the 


# : 3%: Wh 


ple, for any time, without the King's being 
— of it? That is not to be imagined: 


the proceeding was too public to be concealed. 


Let us then take it for granted, that the king 


was quickly informed of it; and found, that 'a 


and pretended great ſolicitude for his health, was 


iti er 2411 2+ 


2 It en. that . 


portant cauſes and appeals, reſerved for the king's hearing; for 


n to bear” odds 
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Bd the Life of King Divi: we 
_ wiſhing him dead. How could he more na- 
turally expreſs re- 70. that head, on tp 
poſition 4 Shy knew all thi 

theſe, words of the forty-firſt Pſalm, (part of. 
which hath been already recited) ver. 5. Mine 
RE ee of avs: WIRES tie, and 
his name periſh? 

VR. 6. And if he come to ſee me, he Sealed 
vumity. His heart conceiveth falſtood within 
himſelf: when he goeth abroad he felleth it. But 
ſappole the king in health, and Abſaloms crime 
no more than that of ſhurting out complatnants 
from his preſence, and then lamenting his 

glect of adminiſtring juſtice; could there be a 
greater villainy, than thus to abuſe his father, 
and his prince, in His nobleſt charactet, of doing 
jultice and judgment; turning his moſt valuable 
talent, and higheſt merit, as a «monarch, into 
the moſt crying guilt a governor could fall into? 
How execrable is ambition, thus building itſelf 
upon the baſeſt ingratitude, and cruelleſt ea- 
lumny! O that I were made judge in the land! 
D erclaims the abandoned miſcrrant. Rare 
character of a judge, compounded of falſhood 
and flattery, inſpiring! rebellion, and meditating 
parricide, 'and'covering his ambition under the 
ipecious guide of an humble familiarity! He 
would not ſuffer himſelf to be adored, as his 
e ee when REEL n to profitite 


+ Here we oe Davida, wo 5. N 3 
in geperal, he ie s rel — perſon, who cou 

erle, he 11 to ac Perſo Ip 
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x62 An Hiſtorical Account of B. 4. 
himſelf before him, he prevented him; and, be- 

I fore he could reach the earth, caught him in his 

F arms, and embraced him: ben any one, ſays 

ll the text, i to him, to do him obeiſance, 


| N be put forth his hand, and took him, and kiſſed + | 
2 Him: rather paying court, than receiving it; as, , 


Tacitus tells us, Otho adored the people, ſtretched 
out his hands, laviſhed his kiſſes, and did every 
thing in the moſt ſervile manner, for the ſake 
of ſway. And in thi: manner, ſays the ſacred 
hiſtorian, id Abſalom to all Iſrael, that came ro 
the king for judgment. So Abſalom flole the 
hearts of the men of 1jrael. 1 ah eek 
- A B$ALOM. robbed his father of the affec- 
tions of his people, as Cyrus the younger did 
his brother: but parents are more indulgent, 
More caſily deluded, and induced to forgive, 
than brethren; as ill be ſeen in the ſequel of 
this hiſtory. E Min: Bom As 
Ix muſt be owned, that Abſalom, beſides his 
arts of popularity, now recited, had two great 
natural advantages; which, if they are attended 
with civility, never fail to win the affection and 
veneration of the vulgar ; a graceful petſon, and 
an high birth; being, at once, remarkably beau- 
If ttitul, and royally deſcended, both by his father 
8 and mother. Beſides this, Amnon, his elder 
= brother, was dead; and ſo, in all probability, 
3 was Chileab, inaſmuch as we hear no more of 
him; and Solomon, his only competitor for the 
7 crown, was yet very young. His father was 
1500 indulgent to him ; he ſaw HEINE Wl 
the tate of heir apparent to the crown; yet 
e . 3 dt cook 
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took no meaſures, that we know of, to correct 
his folly, or repteſs his pride. And therefore it 
was not unnatural, that they who favoured Ab- 
ſalom, ſhould preſume, that his father ſectetly 
encouraged what he did not openly: controul. 
T us did David's infirmities concur, in ex- 
ecuting the divine decree, of mila up evil 10 
1 eee seg ee en ee 
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CHAP. IX.” 


Abſalom breaks: out into. open Rebellion, | 
and Ahithophel joins him. David fa 
from Jeruſalem, puts up his Prayers 
10 Gop, and i Jupported in RAG B | 


Lal. 
E have ſeen, in the 8 Ns 
Abſaloms intentions of rebelling againſt 
his father: whoſe N recovery, (under 
the influence of the divine favour — protection) 
in all probability, broke his m es for that 
time; and made him poſtpone his wicked 
purpoſe. Nor can it be imagined, but that 
David, from that time, kept a ſtricter ey 
over him: ſo that he could make no further 
progreſs in his evil intentions. In the mean 
time, his popularity had all the field he could 
wiſh : as aſl the people of 1/7ae! reſorted to Je- 
 ruſalem tgide in every year, on the three. 
1olema ſeſtivals; he had ſo often an aun, 
K 2 of 


g 


— <> —— 


vsccaſion to diſplay En all irs malignity: 
nor was this Wanting long 


"and Arabic, v 

'Teripts3 to the ee 
 Fhis came to paſs after forty years; without com- 
paring from whence they began *. 


lowing manner: For thy ſervant vowed'a vow, 
1 — hile 7 abide at — — in Syria, ſaying, I, the 


7 ode Gompate theſs dry wats den Davis rf Aist 
ment to the crown by Samar/, which, they think might then have 
R e without 


187 ee. Aal rb df B. i 


ol payi 


his court, and inſinuating bis poiſon, 
ion ſpread through the hole body 
but à fair 


till the 
of the realm; and wanted nothing 


' Tax cred hiſtorian informs us, that a. 
Io; under the pretence of a vow; which he had 
made at Geſbur, applied to his father, for 


1 to go and nr ſome —.— at Hebron, 


"ap years after his ea to : | 


: which plainly ſhews'this to have been the 3 5 


in the text, at that time; as it alſo was i 

the time of heodoret, and ſtill is in the & . 
erſtons, and many antient manu- 
Hebrew text now faith; that 


Tt nature of his vow is thus explained by 
the Hacred hiſtorian, (2 Sam. xv. 8.) who tells 
us, that Abſalom addreſſed his father in the fol- 


d ſhalt bring ain indeed to Feruſalem, 


ther Twill fer "A 275 4. This vow, we' ſec, 
Is exactly 2 in the piety of the 
_ chal? Myles and plainly 
as. tempted by his grandfather to ſerve the 


patriar- 
implies, that however he 


being mentioned. 


ö gods 
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gods of Ge/bur, yet, he continued. tcady to the 
- true religion, and e e againſt idolatry : 
which David, we may aſſure ourſelves Was 


highly delighted. to hear, and 1 0 J gave | 


a ready conſent to the performance of his vo 
But, from this very circumſtance of Ab/alom's 
asking and obtaining leave, we may clearly infer, 
that Dayid, held him, at this time, under ſome 
reſtraint ;, which: P aiply. implies, at leaff, ſom 
ſuſpicion of him. The ſame thing is alſo, = 
apprehend, ale ned evident, from the com- 


panions which The alom took with him to Hebron, | 
U 


W Which were two hundred men out of Jerufalem: 
whom the ſacted hiſtorian acquits of being a 
way conſcious to his conſpiracy; A 
they were ſugh as David could no way ſuſpecł. 
T hey went in their i implicity, ſaith the gere 
| writer, and they knew not any thing. Now, thete 
can be no doubt, but that Ab/alom would much 


rather have taken ſome of thoſe along with 992 | 


who were more intimately embarked in His f 
tereſt; but that he knew that could not 


done, without awakening his father's jealouly ; | 


and,. l defeating his whole deſign. 
THERE is no doubt but David alſo took 


prope meaſures to have him watched at He- 


but Af ſalgm foreſa this, and prevented 

all the effects of his father's precautions ; for, 
before he leſt Jeru/alem, he took care to ſend 

him emiſſarics throughout all the tribes; doubt- 

leſs, under 7 of 7 perſons of diſtin- 


5p to the f. acrifice 75 but, in _reali ity, to carty 
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between them: That, as ſoon as they ſhould 
hear the \rrumpet ſound, they ſnould imme- 


dliately give out the word, at onde, That 4b/a- 


lum was crowned king at Hebron. By which 
means the people ruſhed in as a flood, and the 
conſpiracy, like a contagious ulcer, broke out, 
and came to an head, almoſt at once. 
Tux only perſon mentioned by the ſacred 


hiſtorian, as invited to the ſacrifice from Hebron, 
is Ahithophel the Gilonite, David's counſellor 


hoſe arrival, from his own city, from Gilab, 


Whither Abſalom ſent for him, ſcems to have 
given the finiſhing ſtroke to the rebellion. For 


then the ſacred hiſtorian immediately adds 
And the conſpirac was ſtrong ; for the people 


| inereaſed continually with Abſalom. Abithophel 


was roo cynning to diſcover himſelf, till he faw . 
all things favourable and proſperous « on the part 
of Abſalom: and they both very well judged, 
that his acceſſion to the conſpiracy, in thoſe cir- 


cumſſances, was the likelicſt means to enſure its 
5 ſueceſs. | 


WE may well i imagine, that things could not 
ntinue long in this condition, before David 
Fad a full account of all that paſſed : the danger 
Was inſtant, and he took his meaſures accord- | 
ingly. The city was not in a condition to 
fuſtain a ſiege; and, if it were, he did not care 
to expoſe a fayourite city, built b himſelf, and 
the reſidence of the tabernacle of G0 p, to all 
the eyils incident to ſieges, and almoſt inſepa- 
rable from them, Nor, perhaps, did he care to 
[Fra the inhabitants of a oY ſo long expoſed 
_ 
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to the taint of 'Abſalom's temptations*, How 
ever, in appearance, he placed his reſolution of 
leaving the city, to the ſcore of his tenderneſs 


©” 
7 


and concern for it, and ſecretly, I doubt nor, 


to his unwillingneſs to ſee the flame of civil war 
lighted up ia his country, which could no 
ſooner be kindled, than it muſt of neceſlity de- 
vour ſome of his brethren, and perhaps his beſt 
ſubjects. In this diſtreſs he immediately ſum- 
moned all his ſervants,- that were in the city; 

and ſaid unto them, Arise, let us flee; for we 
ſhall not elſe eſtape from Abſalom: make ſpeed to 
depart, left he overtake us ſuddenly, and bring 
evil upon us; and ſmite the city with the edge of 
the Kor. He was well acquainted with the 


This, I think, appears from the fifty-fifth P/alm, which, I 
apprehend to have been meditated, and poured out in prayer to 
Gon, upon the firſt diſcovery of 4>/alom's conſpiracy. And 
from thence it plainly appears, that he had diſcerned the ſeeds 
and workings of a eon(piracy in the city, and that 4hithopbel was 
at the bottom of it; and not only ſo, but that David foreſaw his 
ſudden and ſad end. LY 

Ver. 9. Defiroy, O Lord, and divide their tongues : for 1 have + 
ſeen violence and Hie in the city. 0 

10. Day and night they go about it upon the wall; thereof: m 
chief alſo and ſorrow are in the midſt of it, | | 

11. Wickedneſs is in the midſi thereof : deceit and guile depart 


PF y | 
12. For it was not an enemy that riproached me ; then I could 


have borne it: neither was it he that bated me, that did magnify 
himſelf againſt me ; then I would have hid myſelf from bim. 

13- But it was theu, a man, mine equal, my guide, and mine 
acquaintance, | | OS 
14. We took fevert counſel together, and called unto the house 
of Ged in company. * | +223 

15, Let death ſeize upon them, and let them go down quick intg 
bell; for wickedneſs is in their dwellings, and among them, s 
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168 An Hiſtorical Account of. B. 4. 
Young, man's impetuoſity, and the madneſs of 
the Kap and judged it better to giye way to 
. _ the fury of the flood, than attempt to ſtem. it in 
the fulneſs of its overflowing. 
. AccoRDINGLY, he, inſtantly quitted the 
City, with all his ſervants, and all his houſhold | 
except ten concubines, whom he left to take 
care: of the houſe); and diſpatched them all be- 
fore him, over the brook Kidron, ditecting their 
Way to the wilderneſs; the Cherethites and Pe- 

- lethites, of whom we have already ſpoken) and 
with them fix hundred Gittites, who very pro- 

- videntially came to him to Feruſalem (being 
baniſhed from Gath) but the very day before, 
with the brave 77a; at their head (with all his 
family); whom David, knowing him fatigued 
with his journey, would, from a noble principle 

of generoſity, (which preferred his friend's relief 
to his own ſafety) fain would have him turn 

back with his brethren; Which he gallantly re- 
fuſed to do, vowing, that where: ever David 
was, in death or life, there would he his ſervant 
be alſo. All theſe paſſed on before, and David 
himſelf, with his body of brave worthies about 
him brought up the rear. 
Ano the reſt of thoſe who attended the 
ing, when he left the city, and rcfolved to 
dllow his fate, were Zadot and Aiathar the 
prieſts; Zadok attended by all the Levires, bear- 
ing the ark of the covenant of the Lo RD. and 
they ſet down the ark of Go p before the king, 
as he ſtood to fee ws people paſs over the Karon 
before him: And Aparhar faith the text, went 


4 + 
Was , 


 Bi4si the-Laje of Kin Davin. tha 
up, (probably to ſome ominence, to review. the: 

— as they paſſed) until all the people had — 
paling out of the. city. And the king ſaid unto 

7 Carry; back the 2 Cad into the city 
all. jd Janet in the eyes af the 2 
bn: me again, and ſbe u me both it, and 
7 998555 But if he thus ſay, * have 1775 |; 
In thee; behold. here am I, let bim do 
ſeemeth good unto. him. He ſent back 5 hig 
prieſts, as knowing their character was too 17 
to ſuffer any violence from the uſurper, tho'.he 
5 their fidelit iy, to his A and, for the 
reſt, he wholly ſubmitted himſelt to the 1 
diſpoſal. He beſought Go b, as, 
8 * told his ſoldicrs, a,generous and a i 
man ſhould ;, praying for the beſt things, ang | 

beating whatever ſhould befa. 

Davio ſaw plainly that Gop had e 
this war againſt him, in puniſhment of his guilt, 
That God had raiſed up this evil tu bim aut af his 
own houſe; and I imagine I now hear him take 

ing t up the ſame lamentation, which 

the Wiſe, king of Arragon, afterwards did, upog? 
a like occaſion: I wonder not ſo much at my per 

ple's ingratitude to me, as at my own to GOD. 

IN this ſpirit of humiliation, David would 
not. preſume, to have the ark, the {ymbal of 

the Divine Preſence, borne before him in that 
war: that was an honour, of which he deemed 
himſelf utterly, unworthy, - And therefore, re- 
ferring himſelf, and his affairs, with intire reſig- 


nation, to the n of ne W 
AHerodian. | 
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he remande Zadok and Abiathar back to the” 
Wyner the ark. þ 

ne N David had given the dt relating 
to himſelf, why he would not have the ark 
catried before him into the field; he then adds 


N A reaſon perſonal to Zadok: Art not thou 4 


freer?” (Return in peace. It ſhould ſeem from 


hence; that Zadok was a prophet: however as 


| prieſt, he was à teacher; and, as ſuch, bound 


to ftay with his people in the greateſt exigen- 
cles, and inſtruct them in their duty; beſides 
that, by ſtay ing to do his duty to his people, 


he might alſo do good offices to his prince, 
And accordingly David concerted a method, 
both with Zadot and Abiathar, of correſpond- 
*. with him, and ſending him intelligence 

all the enemies meaſures, dy their ſons, Ahi- 


mas the ſon of Zadot, and FJorathan the fon | 
: of Abiathar. 9:4 


Tuts done, David went up the. aſcent of 
Mount Oliver, his feet bare, and his head cover. 


ed; and wept as he went: and all the people that 


was with him, covered every man his head; and 
they went up weeping. And all the Long: 


_ wepr with a loud voice. 


How Davids thoughts were employed in this 
fad reverſe of his fortune, I think, lufficientiy 
appears from the forty-third Pſalm. And in- 
deed it needs ſo little ſagacity to ſee, or inge- 
nuity to own, that the meditations there re- 

corded are peculiarly ſuited to this occaſion, that 
commentators arc agreed in the point : nor can 
any thing be * more n to a man 


of 
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of his character, and under thoſe: circumſtances, 
than that ſolemn appeal to the divine juſtice, 
againſt a vile ſon, and à wicked people, with” 
which this P/a/m begins *; or the earneſt fap=— 

| plicaign for relicf and reſtoration, which fob 
lows it f; or that lively expreſſion of hope, and 
confidence in the divine protection, W con. 
cludes it . 

Ix any reader ſhould find any ditßenly in 
concluding this P/a/m to have been meditated 
upon this occaſion; let him refle@, whether 

there can be any thing extraordinary in ſup- 
poſing ſome Bur r to have been left to us 

of David 's meditations, upon an occaſion fo 
157 extraordinary ; for ſurely a more memor- 
able event was never recorded in hiſtory; nor 
a more moving ſpectacle ever exhibited to mor- 
tal eyes! A king, venerable for his years and 
victories; ſacred in the characters both of his 

| piety and propacey renowned for proweſs, 55 


—7 oi ard plied my canſe 2 a gh 
nation; O deliver me from the deceitfyl and dhe 2-4 
Ver. 2. For thou art the God of my firength. Why doft thow 


caſt 3 Why go 1 mourning cauſe of the wth er - 


+ Ver. 3. O nd out thy light and thy e bt them 
had me, It "hem Tring mats h boy ll, and ts thy tab 
cles. 


4 Then will I go unto the altar of God; ow Gabe ab | 
IN e n 13 harp nl] neſs 00c. CG £4. 


N Why are_thew caft down, O my foul? Aud why 
3 within me? Hope in Ge: for 1 ſhall yet 


e eee pays 


{ON 


| oh xevered, 
- . ; 1 


19.2; an Hi col Acne, of . 3 


bs for 2 1 to the ec 
ugitixe l to à ſudden eme neceſſity 
5 e for his lite, from 5 of his 

n ſon, his rag and N and a whole, 


loudly, | ian Bere is 

„ Koh condition David — up the Mount, 
and when he reached the ſummit of it, fell 
= proſtrate * before Go p: and again put 
up his prayers. far protection and deliverance, 
25 mighty ne who ſtulleth. the raging 
the madneſs 0 the people ; yy 
it 4 . believed) in the words of the 
third Palm: and was immediately inſpited with 
that conſolation, and ſtrong confidence of con- 
his enemies, recorded in the cloſe of 
3 i: all probabllity, poured out that mo- 
preſence of all his people: 
2 Lord; 1725 me, O my God; for thou 
F fanitten all mine. enemies upon cheek- one | 
au haſt broken the teeth of the 2 J 40. 
vation belongeth unto the Lord: thy bleſſi ing is 

aan thy people. 
As David was going up the Mount, 5 
Was brought him, that Abithophel was among 
the conſpirators: and the moment he heard it, 
de put up his humble and carneſt ſupplication to 
that ry who leadeth coun nſellors away n 


Hebe, 1s en ben when Dovid reached the 
3 of tears. "The candid reader will perhaps think. 


. i 1225 untain, he took a view of the city, and grayed to 


it worth his notice, that Fofepbus ſhould tell us, That Da- 
d wept, and viewed the city, in the ſame ſpot from which 
che erangeliſt rms us that our bleſſed Saviour wept o over it. 


: . x 4 4 
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and maketh the judges fools*: O Lord, Ipray thee, 
"turn the counſel 55 Aluthunbel into fooliſhneſs. 
And, when he had finiſhed his deyotions upon th 
Mount, it plesſed G op to furniſt im, 
moment, with the means of effecting whit he 
pfayrd for: for, behold Haſbai the Hrobite, 
Davids friend, came, that inſtant, to meet him, 
with his coat rent, and rurrb wpon his Head: 
and David's good genius ſuggeſted to the 
ſame inſtant; themoſt probable method of defeat- 
ing the devices: of Ges by the means of - 
his friend. 

Hvsnar was famous in the bit but 
unpractiſed in the camp: David theretote cold 
him, That if he ſhould go with him he would be a 
burden to him (he would but add to rhe hin 
of his houſhold, not his ſoldiers); ſaying, Thar 
3 had no ſure reſource; or means ui ſup - 

: but if he would return to the city, aud ſub- 
mit to Abſalom, he might he a means of defeat · 
ing the edunſels of Abithopbel, in his oprigoe's 
| favour; and, at the ſame time, have 
tunity of de Pee into all the ſecrets obithe 
enemy, by informing Zadoł and Aiabar af 
every thing that paſſed; who would trauſtnit che 
aceount by their ſons. Accordingly Habu 0 
tutned to Feriſalem, and — the xicy fon | 

| ICE? Ahlem nad e g -n 
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abe — — 10 Mephiboſheth, and 
Davin 70% haſty Grant F bis ſup- 
ple For feiture.” Shimei cur/es DA. 
Vid, who will not ſuffer bim io be chaſ- 
ne Ns: The. Corſe in the Pſalms ac- 
\ts de for from this Paſſage. Hu- 
thai #n/muares himſelf into Abſalom's 
a Favour: ; and, by defeating AO s 
ce, Spesen Ne nt 


* 


Wass. David Snow with 9 wat 
Ahithophel was among the conſpirators, 


pry imagen ſtrength. An hot- 


headed young man, high in vanity, extravagant 


in hope, and caſtly overſet with ſucceſs, was 


not an object of much terror, to a man 
of David's great experience, and conſummate 
wiſdom; but the prowels, popularity, and num- 
bers of ſuch a man, conducted by the calm 


kill and prudence of an Abithophel, was ſuffi- 


5 en juſt fear. David, however, ſunk 


mot under it; but had recourſe, as uſual, to the 


otection of that God, who only could deliver . 
and who had never failed him in diſtreſs; 


befecching him to confound and infatuate the 
comer Abit hophel. Ahithophel was one of 

— prime politicians, (as they are deemed) who 
are W accounted wilet than _ merely 
becauſe 


* Rd. - A " », 2 
o 
* 
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becauſe they are more wicked; for, having no 
reſtraint of conſcience, or fear of Gon, they 
can often adviſe, and ſometimes effect, What 
others cannot, that is, dare not; and are thete- 
fore, by ſuch as judge only of things by their 
pteſent advantage or expediency, admired a 


Age and ſagacious: but are, in the account of 


all- ſeeing and unerring Wiſdom, | 
among thoſe whoſe wiſdom is fooli an | 
the end thereof are the ways:of death. 
DA vip well knew, that the evil e. in 
Which Abithaphel was embarked, could only be 
— by wicked meaſures; and therefore 
it was a duty of true. religion, to beſeech Good 
to confound his counſels. And the moſt pro- 
bable human means of effecting this, was, a8 
he judged, by oppoſing the counſels: of Huſbai 
to —4 : and he 2 accordingly . 
Wu N David had given his inſtructions to 
 Huſtai and the prieſts, he purſued his march ta- 
wards the wilderneſs, and reſolved to get out of 
the reach of the impending ſtorm as faſt as lie 
could, and ſhun its firſt fury at any rate, well know - 
ing, that to gain time, was to gain a thon- 
land, means of diſperſing it. He had paſſed bat 
a little way beyond the ſummit of Mount Oliva, 
befote Ziba came up with him With two aſſes 
ſaddled, and heavy laden with. bread, and fruits, 
and wine . Among the reſt are mentioned an 
4 e bunches of Jummer fruits, which: arc ny 
. A 1a 


80 1 1. 8 2 8 
: "EB of nos, 3 97 ax ne, ee, 5 a bottle 


of wine,” LE 


_ | reaſonably 


3 e ſuppoſed to = — 
 Wequently; this flight of David's was about the 
Seginging/of:fammer: at which time à preſent 
of Huis muſt have been very ſeaſonable and re- 
— . *frefhing. Tür king asked Le, Wan be mn 0 
y itheſc things: probably d ee that they S Ku 
era n praentifromaMeph For when 
Din anſwered, that the aſſes bers * the 
ſſetviec-of his majeſtys honſhold's and the wine 
and fruits, for the refreſnment of ſuch of them 
. - «as might be wradry antl faint in the wilderneſs; 
the king inunediately replied, And where it thy 
fer ſon? To which, that artful, falſe villain 
AImmediately aunſwered, That he ſtaid in rhe 
B eeity, in hopes chat this commotion might calm | 
4 after ſome time, and end in a revolution” in 
mmm sour. Deuid, too raſhuy credulous, al- 
= - though of an unſuſpected ſervant, againſt the 
n f a tried friend, and too haſtly reſenting 
i ingratitude, immediately conclud- 
As traitor, who had forfeited 
— fortune, and aceordingly beſtowed 
13 infotrmer Thine, ſays lie 
— are all #hat pertained'to-Mephiboheth 
erifyiag that fine obſervation of Seneca, 
Se e give man Things with covered ge, 
— in rim war.” ' To that ſudden and 
great grant the gluttonous flatterer made no 
2 than an humble and carneſt ſup- 
Plication for the. continuance of his majeſtys 
Favour to him: I humbly beſeech thee, that 7 | 
bel grace in thy fight, my lord, O king 
"On if he* ny felt chat he was = 
gend for 


i 
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| 
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| for his calumoy; à ealumny for which ber 


Wisi the king reachtd Baburim, the: next _- 
Village in; his way: t0-.che-wilderne(s;' Shiwes, 
rhe. Jon of Gera, of the family of Fu, tame 
out, and curſed Mm to bis face; ee 
curſes ; and, not contented with: cur ſing, he 8. 
ones at him and at all his ſervants that attend 
ed him gtrating him with as much indignit7 
as he wodld a dog; bidding him get out, 54 
en. ag he Was, and 2 man of Belial: adding, 
That Con had now brought vengeance upon 
him fer all; the blood of the -houſc houſe, of Sax, 
£ = had dw delivered the / throne, which he 
had uſurped; into the hand of his ſon AH : 
Thar was caught in his dyn wiles, b | 
be was. bloody man. This, ſurely, was one 
df tlie ſevereſt trials of that ever hu- 
man magnanimity endured. The accuſation 
was notoriouſly faiſe; and the king could, for 
that: reaſon, bear it the better; but his 125 
vants ſaw it nor; in the light of their malle 
equanimity, but his enemy's inſdlence. Abi. 
Nui, David's nephew, could not bear it; but 
degged the kingd permiſſion to take off * 
tot 's head that utteted it: which David abſo- 
lutely refuſed, and added a tebuke to his refuſal 
bet have Its do withyou; yr 7 a 25 
ruiabꝰ? do let ham Devide Whe. the ful x 
unto him, Curſe; David. Fo then 
| three: words, 4 cicar-commens: upon all * 
curſes throughout * Pſalms: they are al 
rt Yor. II. | propuectic 


|" itiiwiſkoh/16- cure hint; cheugh, p 


4 c (canons — nn 
G Bals cir, becauſe! Gop commanded tum: 
dug ow could de nn gen 


II Mis rage he "exceeded itt He Knew 


| hnnocent of the blog" of Sa now charged 


' hits 3 'bat; dt the ſume Yime, he knew 
hitaſcifpuilty of the blood of Writh : and who 
Fe, Whether this was not Lexar» ee 
nne due to Wm N ' 
Tor king then tormdag eo Autan, * the 

ren of his ſervants who were abeut Men, wked 
chern, How it could be lurpriſing to fee a 
mite revile firm, ' when they beheid his own fon 
in rebeſien againt him, and feckling his he? 
This howevet, range as it was, was — — | 
- he work ef Goh o had deelared, he 35 
Yaoſe Up evif'to bim,"out of bis own houf# (awd 
= Þ, cM permitting the 'ſon's'gailt to chaſte = 
be und therefore he concluded, the 

— was fo too: and, in that perſuuſion; "ie 
peremprorily commanded his ſervaitts 3'Ler bm 
alone, let him curſe; for the Lord hath bidder 

He then immediately added Ir may 
ve, that the Lord will look vn mine aſſtiction, and 
I bat the Lord will requite me good, for his curſing, 
this day. Although this was a chaltiſemene froth 
Go o upon him, et, if he bore it as became 
him, it might beeome a means of mercy to 
Hen; his humble fubmiſſion and reſtgnution 
might call down the divine commiſeration 
* his paticnce and penitenee. Davids patience | 
but ole ioflame ' Shimet's inſolencr. Tt 
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u Dauid and his ſervants matched along, . 
mei kapt pace with them upon the ide of * 
adjacent hills and ſtill continued chrſing, 
viling, and throwiug duſt and ſtones, u 
tiſed. Dauid endured it all: Sir | 
viled, be reviled wot again z «when he ered, he 
threatened wot; but committed his ro Hive 
who 2 righteouſly *. How far he was, ia 

this unftanbe, an emblem of his ſuffering Sox, 

is not I hope, hard to diſcern, or adventurous _ 
to allext./» Bat, as it is not part of my p 

00 chis parallel, I forbcarz and. only des 
leave 60 add, that this paſſage is a ſirong in: 
ſtance to ew, how ſtrict and exemplary a diſ- 
cipline reigned throughout Dauia s ſotces. I 
own I have. ſome doubt, Whether @ body..of 
eau officers, encompaſſing their general, 
ſo treated, would wait his orders to diſparch 
the cevile . 

How far Dauid marched before ¹ his . 
mily, and his forces, took any refreſhment, is 
no where mentioned by the ſacred writer : H 
this defect is. ſupplicd by Fo Who gives 
us to underſtand, that he f fered his pcople 

to take no refreſhment; till they reached the 

banks of Forgdan. Here then let us leave him 
for a while, and retutn to Anm. 
+ Warn David quitted Feruſalem, it was vpan 
$ aperſuaſiongaher Abſalom would make all che 
haſte he could to poſſeſs bimſelif of the ga- 
pita), and pollible, 0 n N in x. 
7 nn + 3. 4271.16 tt £9 * 
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ſo it came to paſi; ſor he, 
| immediately . marched to 
add e with him. And it 
J etd, from ti dreck khiſtorian, that they 
INE conſiderate time before David 
_ - . banks of the For when, 
= n ee the city, Re found. Abſalom 
A e fo. call -« 
_— 0 | ag the preſent poſture of affairs: Hu- 
. a een of his inſtructions, loſt no time 
5 98 2 court, and profeſs his allegiance: 
1 'Iinnſedtaccly coming up to Abſalom, ad- 

: 3 Hd zi me cuſtomary form of ſal 
to kings; of*rather, with a: ſecmingly 
_.. veal Ge his ſervice, * he redoubled the 2—— 
Sol ebe rheking G0 ſave the king! Abſalom, 

_ . . amazed at what he heard; upbraided him witng 


is ibgratitude, in deſerting ye and asked 


* him; Is this thy kindneſs: 72nd? He did 
—_: dt dare 10 fay, To my tath that queſtion 
 - would have carried a ticavicr reproach upan 
FF Himſelf); and therefore he mentioned only the 
_ "relation which Haſbai had to David; and, dwell- 
Ang upon that, asked him, Why fie went not 
Wirk tis friend? In anſwer to which, Hluſbai 
hin w underſtand; that his allegiance was 
y other principles than thoſe of pri- 
vate friendſhip; that the appointment of Goo, 
A2 nd the election of his people, detęrmined him 
. 3 the object of his. duty: and what ſhould 
F -  -kindcrtiini-from ſerving the ſon with as mueh 
fidelity, as he had ſerved the father? The at- 


1845 + reader will, A 53 pexſuaded, find this 
: ldtatiog, | 
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ſalutation, and whole apology, 68 evidenty - 
eyalive;. and calculated to-delude; as art could 
centrive them for he ncither -prays perſonally. = 


for Abſalom, not profedes / allegiance to him: 
Vet ae ee ſelfeſufnciency,, 
groſs = — _ DN. ND, Une it who 
And, who Was 28 4 
ER followed. 8585 > Jedi. 
ately admitted of his::56uncily. thee 
his cabinet. The conſultation, , „ 
Whas, vas; e 8 2 4 


* on 
yin» 


to g6 n to: , * 
he had left to keep, the hong Be 
of all Irael; an ation, which; "would deltigns, . 
ſtrate his enmity to his fatter" reconcilables; - - 
and conſequently, ſuch as would. firmly, attach; 
all thoſe to his intereſt, who were diſaffected 
to David, when they once ſa w they were out 
of all dauget of being (ſacrificed to any futute 
poſſible reconcil tation between che father ang. 

ſon. An advice fot, the; preſent, and in ap-. 
pearance, wiſe, but ia.reality pernicious. Cpu! 
not this long-hesded, 3 aha. 92 22 
ſee, that this action, fot n 
now become more at | 
ond day make him 2/4 in N oye 
when they, Alec upon the hogter of it! K 
guilt made mortal by the law of Gop#®, an 3 
not named even g phe Gentiles: "go A. 
lot hich they roll one day judge him, morg 
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mph loſe his co.] chah Naum hib 


| 1 Mü bop 
was then deemed as uarrring, 8 if che Oracle 

. of 'Gophid diftated it ft A tent was im- 

mediately ſpread upon the houſe-topy and Abi. 


undertake to purſue and attack David which 


original, will find N, this 
i = athanh prophecy upon 


Wl: Buy! 


* However,} this hellifh advice way 
Advice 


went in unto hit  farben's coneubjnds,' I 
rhe fight of ar. An ation of ſuch pre 


| -  » fligate-impiety, and abandoned impudence, as 


it were do be ne wp d e er 
hibory - related. Then was Davids adultery 

s (plan . and, it may be, perpetrated in the 
place) judicially chaſtiſed, aud Gov's venge · 
ance, denounted upon it by his prophet, 
ſignally-cxeeured ; and bis wives profiitured in 


the gl of the: fun $, 2 Sam. Ii. 11. But, 
pbeſere this was done, Abithophel- adviſed, that 


twelve thouſand choice men might be put 
under his command, with whom he would 


ne muſt do to great advantage, when he ſhould 
come upon him, wear and weak-handed, as ne 
Himſeff expreſſed it, which could ſearcely fall 
to ſtrike à tefror into the few forces which 


attended him: and, when 5 fied, the king 


would become an 5. He then added, 
that he would ſmite Aung only, and procleim 
e Bad ld we n 


Big. the Lifoof King-Dixvav. 183; 
' would eafily bring over their a to offs 
| and lead them all back in ſubmiſſion 
to er or, if they were not im 
25 hr back, yer the killing of the king would 
3 end the conteſt : 'L, ſays he will ,d 
be- kings nl: inn I will bring back all the 
2 thee: The man whom' thou ſeckeft, 
15 45 1 ee e e 55 
ace. . ; | 
Ie attentive reader will eaſily perceive, 
that this advice well juſtifies the character given 
of him in the Scripture? it Was, in its ſeveral: 
Lon: admirably fitted, both to the inclinations; 
and intereſt of his pupil; he conſigned him 
to his pleaſures; and took all the danger to 
 himſelfy and at the ſame time he relieved his 
little remaias of humanity, (if he had any) 
from the neceſſity of embruing his hands in his 
father's blood, His inceſt was, for the pres: 
ſent, perſonal guilt enough : that act of outrage 
would make Abſuloms reconciliation with-his/ | 
father, deſperate; and, whilſt he indulged; his 
en ene Abitbopbel, with a choſen band, 
would putſue and ſurpriſe David. Nothing 
could be more” worldly wiſe; or more helliſhly 
wicked je was indeed as the advice of an 
oracle, but very different from that dictated bx 
the” Spirit of GO. And yet, horrid as it 
Vas, it plealed that vile fon; and his aflociates: 
And tb. Haring pleaſed Ab well, (fays the 
_ fared lers aud all the elders of If act. How- 
euer, for greater” ſecurity, Abſalom reſolved to 
5 e with Haſbai allo, whoſe: counſel he knew 
2 l . . 
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van of great weight with bis father: and accotd- 
ingiß lending; for him, and telling him what 
adviſed, in relation to the attempt 
1 upon bis father, he deſited to know his opinion 
upon that point. To! Which, Ghar, . | 
nig tis rain of deluſian, anſwered with gr 
3 ſubrilty and addreſs, The conmſel that Abit 2 
el given, ig nt good at this time: , 1 
—_ THe apparent, fenſe of this equivocation was, 
th; however that great counſellor excelled 
| ia other inſtances of wiſdom, yet in this he 
fed. He then ſet himſelf ro oppaſe every 
article of Abithephels advice, ſome openly, and 
+ others covertly, with ſignal dextetity, and plau- 
ſibility” of reaſon He began with making 3 
lively and dreadful: deſcriptien of the entmies 
bad to deal with: that Dauid and his 
_ worthics, who attended him, were all mighty: 
men of wary at all, times terrible to the btaveſt 
foesʒ but much more ſo at this time, when, being 
driven from their families, they were as ſo many 
entaged beam rabbed of theit helps f and 3 
in the firſt. furious efforts of their rage, they, 
ſhould-trike'a terror into their jnvaders, which 
they would not- fail to do, the panic eld 
caſily be diffuſed through thę teſt of their 
putſuers, and intimidate the hraveſt of his forces. 
heſides all this, the project of ſurpriſing Dauia 
was very little conſidered 5 he was a man too 
, guarded for ſuch an attempt: and was, befote 
jt 983 time, well, ſecured in ſome. ſecret. and 
ſeparate retreat, (for all ſuch; were well known, 
to him) out of the reach of Jurpgize. His Me 
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vice therefore was,..that -{4/a/om ſhould: wait 
till he had a complete army, mage up of he 
hraveſt men of all the tribes, to Vhich every thing 
muſt yield; headed by alen himfelf in gets 
ſon, (inſiguating that the glory of the victo 
— to him alone, and that nobody ſhogld, 
to rob him of it). And whereas it 
— by Abitbopbel, that he would — 
= hp only, as if all Ab/alom's ends were to 
be attained. by his death, Hwbat infiauates, that 
the death of competitors was as neceſſatry as that 
of. the king, at leaſt his death who was din 
Linely qeſigned for the thtone. Aud 1 
he adds, that they ſhould come pe ec 
' where he could not be concealed; and w 
deren ges Swe . uur an ane of dg 
were with bim: and that, if he refuged ac 
elf, for more ſecurity, in any one of the cities 
of 1/rgel, they would have numbers enough 
to pull it rh ſtone by ſtoge, about his ears. 
The exp reſſion in the original is very remarx- 
able: "Then ſhall. all 1ſreel bring rapes to that 
City, 4nd we will draw it into i 
w of which threat I apprehend to be this; 


* r 


we come npon him place where 
Fin, and we ih ihe upon him as the dew falltth on the 
; and of bim, and of all the men that are with s 
all not be Left ſo much as one. The dew in Paleſtine (as in ſe 
9 peg vero — and is therefore no unapt 
em an aQive expeditious ſoldiery: and it was perha 
this reaſon, that the Reman called their light ty Rt ar 
| The dew falls upon every ſpot of the earth ; not a blade of graſs 
eſcapes it. N en 1 is 


Nn 
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river. Ihe 


dcn piece · meal into the rivers or 


4 ; —— cu can 
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That they would come before that elty with 
thoſe crapes u, or hooks, Which the antients 
were wont to throw upon the battlements' of 
walls; and with Which, by rhe help of ropes 
faſtened to them, they were wont to pull them 


with water) which encbmpaffed them. 
As Abithop 2 Ln 
e he in, from . 
" ion, that principle ee bp a> 
8 . 5 — rene civil diſdords 
0 happily as diſpateh; Huſdui, on che contri 
laid himſelf out to prottact, and to 
Jay. For delay would not only ward ey 
8 danger; but would alſo, as we 
tus obſerurs, give ill men time to 
15 


and the good to Ane: Audit is eren this 
in all conteſis of this kind, that remark 
Livy will always hold: good, That, bw men 
have time to think, ws will never be Wäant⸗ 
ing Who wilt be glad te gan the favour of 
the right ſide, by wdbeving to the publie good: 
Theſe were the principles of Husar s advice; . 
| and his advice as muell better-ſufted to A 
Tom's cruelty, as well as his vanity, and _kep- 
ingly" co the intereſt of his Amblrign, 23. well 
as the ſafcry. of his followgrs;: (who: cated to 
put nothing to the zard ef a ſmall: party TM 
aſt, prevailed: for ſo it ſeemed: good no Ab 
mighty Gop, to infatuate the, counſels Wy | 
vids enemies, and defeat their devices. | 
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ſhould by no means think of r 
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1 wand to, 

Huſhai David Hyelligence alb thas | 
my Abfalorn's* Council, 8 
8  intreating ben in hlt over ordan tha 

. very Wight ; aobich was done accordr 
ini. Ahithopheb and” fail 
End. M.. Biyle's important Desi pm 
upon Huſhai's B of Ablalom 


Om 
+ confulerad, with: a ile "Mn dus 
ee 2 


'B SALOM's — had 
broken up, than Hiſbai haſted 1 to-Zadok 
be eber, to inform them of hat paſſed; 

— to adviſe them to ſend David immediate 

intelligence of itz adding this particular caution 

and advice from himtelf, to the king, That hg 
all night in 


ble diſpatch 


K 


the wilderneſs; but make all 
do paſs the Fordan with his houſhold, and all 
his forces, Left the king, ſays he, be ſwallowed 
. ed all rhe le that are with bim. 
K Now Jonathan and Abimaax, who were to 
darry the intelligence, had not yet returned into 
the city; but found ſome pretence for: tarrying 
withonr the walls, at a place called Eu- ragel, or 
The Fuller's Fountain ; and, probably, upon 

fon of ' waſhing and cleanſing — 


m ſome legal pollution. -And En 


4, 1 no way of communicating Hals advice 

os them, | but by the nean of a girl, whom, 

Joubeleſ?, a they: knew to be intelligent and faith- 

| Albee + ths dae ert 

—_— 0 bel ea + have been à ver 

doe, becau leaſt 11 ble to bs ſiſpe 
well; wheteſack 


wur ce ee te 1 Seidg t 4 
1  callsar-uliithis? hed 


F However, aro) 9 all their Cautipn, 
= Were obſervec by a lad, (who informed 
1 fonathan | 


- with 


ne) and immediately purſued. | 
and prom net the beſt of their & 
E diſpatch, towards David, but, find- 
ing themſelves hotly purſued, they fled to a 
friend's houſe in Baburim; who having a well 
in is court · yard, Which probably was. thin 
or, at Leatt, not very deep, they went down I 
it; where r woman; covering the well, 
ſpreading ſome groond cn over it, as it were 
to be ſunned and dried, effectually. concealed 
them. Abſalous meſſengers were cloſe ttitheir 
heels; and; inquiring; 5 
nathan and Abimaaꝝ were: — 269-01. 
implies that they had ſeen them turn into the 
houſe) the told them, as\Foſephns. and tb NN 
gate underſtand the text, That they Jult. — 4 
a little water, and haſted foerwardi*;Upon-whi 
thay continued their purſuit ; but, not being 
ta find them, aſter all the ſearch and = 
quiry they could make, they returned to Jeru- 
BY alem. And as foon as they were terurned, Jar. 
14 nathan and Abimaaꝝ came up from, their 
_ - 3 of; weir Et 
r 5 * IF. Da 1 
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Fr humiliation: and 


things ſhould 
counſel prevail over Hybars. .. 
obeyed the friendly monition given (Sa 


life, could it be regularly purſued, and clearly 


2 


B 4. 1 15% 
Davids hem then of all. that had 


paſſed in 
earneſt ad vi- 
N eee from ſurpt izc, Forth 


oyer the river, and ö 
take another turn, and Abit 


aa _ 
ſach diligence acd diſpatch, that befor fh next 

morning he and all his people were er 
other ide. of Mes * Which, as it required 
a conſiderable Humber of boats, or floats of 
kind, to conyey. them over a river not 


fordable, muſt, in all probability, have been at- 


tended + with ſome ciggumſtances of felicity, 


Favqured ; by Providence. And. we need not 
doubt, but he now took as mh to retard 


che. paſſage of his enemies, in caſe they purſued 


him, as he had before done, r e 
Ly S Th 
HAVE often. thought, that an hiſtory 
ite $ piętx. in all. the, vatious events 


his 


conneted, would, under the conduct of a ma- 
ſterly pen. make one of the moſt curious and 
entertaining (as well as uſeful) relations the 
world evet beheld. 

We haye already ſeen him ſeuding back t the 
ark of Gob, as from one unworthy the divine 
pteſence and protection: we have feen him 


20 .alccnding. Maunt Olivet, in all the Qiftrefs of 
penitcace.z-bis-1 head covered, N 


and his feet bare, and Weeping as WET 


. a5 WT” We 


e 
3. F 
and intreaty, that he. won im- 1 


of | 


= Wet ark him proſtrate on the ſummit of 
ee it, pouring oth his ſopplications, een 
lng his confiderice in Gt 
Ter us now follow b enen 
and chere de hall fee um again (upon finding; 
that his e <hx ainſt bim, and laid 
ö ow for his e hi fepplicarions in 
the moſt affecting and pathetie ſtrains; that ever 
vere pended *.  Althongh his enemies had faid, 
wer. Ii. Go hath fonſaten him pur bim, 
tale him; for there is naue to Aare bin; 
was his hope ſtill ſtrong in that Gop, that 
ce would deliver him out of the hand of the un- 
2 and cruel man. Gon, who had pro- 
him in the vigour” of youth, he prayed, 
and he confided, would not now fail him, in 
the infirmirics of age. What Came his own 
ſtrength was decayed? he would go againſt his 
4 enemies, in the fire th of the Lie 84. Now 
alſo, "when I am ol 2 grey- headed, O God, 
 forjake me not, until T7 hve ſhewed thy hy ſtrength 
untu This generation, « and thy power unto all rem 
rhat are yet to comm. 

Ir could neither be denied nor difſembled, 
that he was now reduced to grear diſtreſs; but, 
great as his diſtreſſes were, he had been re- 
deemed from greater. His enemies looked 


upon him as a dead man; but they forgot, how 


1 * 1 0 Lon Iput my ——Delive 
2 the cauſe pow 4 22 me, r 


oy &.. out of the and of the wicked, out the band of the un- 

K ae B me ovhr ae ofalingrs 

ns out ati $7 957-214 296 
1 Ver. 16, 17, 18. 
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eaſily the hand of Bop could raiſe him up agding 
as from thegraves' and not only renew, but 
wgnzent his Frundrur. Thos which haſt ſhewell = 

redt and 7 troubles, ſhall quicken m. ag any 

— pat again from the deptbsof the 
— moreaſe 3 

7 — pep 
f e 1 


e 0, 1 n it came to paſs; ami 
Abit , the enetny's arch-counſeltor, ns the 
firſt ſtance of GOD vengeance upon that 
race, Por finding: his hefliſh, but ſalut 
advice to Abſalom, deſpiſed, and foreſeeing from 
thente, that David mult — prevail againſt 
his — — he immediately returned 


Lin . od my ſays the tert, 
; LE OS Wes 
. — te bdtebnm ved, inſpited, - diffuſed, 
— gated evil. chrough ati innumerabie 
| de, 1 loaded his ſoul with all che Her- 
— of complicated guilt rhat hell could deviſe; 
kreachery, rebellion, inceſt, parricide! he hat- 
tried it to all the vengeance due to it from eternal 
Juſtice: te prevent all poſlibitiey of "reparation 
and repentance, he died in the act of feif tnar- 
dert So petiſhed the great Macbhiauꝝm of thiit 
age i the very wiſeſt of the very wiſernen of this 
world! whoſe God is their belly, Whoſe 
Their ſhame, and whoſe end is 
Bur it is time to return to David-= - 
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dil 
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ko his Own city, his houſbold in order, nn | 
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80 . his ſon now iet themſelves to 
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He ton was, in all appcatance, the real; though 


1 — as 


male the. beſt preparations they could; the one 
to carry on e eee rent we 
3 Eta | Ox" 


the 


AN d here 2 \perbaps,. 


ur beſdre us. 3 1281 
o firſt: it is —— char his, rebel- 


remote conſequence of Davids adultery; - For 


ow worthies ; eonſequently this Ei 2 
in 7 probability, che father of Bethſbebes- and 


ple engaged in this conſpiracy, in revenge for 


| ANTS done to his family, in the perſon 
af Rarhſbeba, which no ſubſequent marriage 
dau repait or efface; and I think, we may 
Plaialy perceive, in the detetmined cruelty of 
_— 
David: 


Trancour 
And if this be the true Nate of the caſe, which. l 
am far from adventuring to progounce, (tor in- 


Is ad vice and; reſolution to deſtroy 
wich his own hands; all the malice and 
of a particular and petſonal revenge. 


deed thete are __s: probabilities on the other 
ide): then was Wrified that fine obſervation, in 
mon, (recounted among the 
intments of — That he reit hal 
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then may we -fairly conclude, that A057. 
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E wer b ughbter of Eliam *, and v, 
| Eltam; the fon of Abit baphel, among Da- 


mh, qd 3" he be pu- 
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kw he neu . but reflect with 
alloniſnment, d te applauſe which Mr. 
Bayl# buen gained and with horror, upon the 


upon 
evil ertors he hath fpread by his catuiftry! and 
. parcieulaghy in the article of David.” He is very” 
angry with Fuſes for' deceiving Abſalom s but 
ps more with David, for adviſing him to it. 
A condect which tie loads with all che guilt of 
ſeduting his friend into a damnable fin, which 
he {WoWl@&'father have loft his crown, than bare 
ſuffored Mm to com¹mnmt. 
IM. Buyle had been acquainted 9 — 
firſt prihefpies and rudiments of the law of na 
rare} he tonld not but know that Abſulom, 4 
traitor 1 friurderer, a rebel, (and, a8 far as im 
hies lay, a patricide) had, as ſuch, forfeited alt” 
the rights of ſocietys but more eſpecially as a 
rebel: for a rebel,' who ſets himſelf to overturn_ 
the cſtabliſhed government, order, and peace of 
any community; docs,.by that hoſtile attempt, 
actually diyeſt himſelf of all ſocial rights in — 
corntnunity. Andiconſequently H coal 
no more be 2 of fin, in deceiyſag im, in 
order to ro cker t the Fro of his villainy, than 
ba could be guilty ee, in ln 
dog, and turni ile aw Mu in | 
— ph 5 — 7 2 N ing Ns 
IT is ſcarcely to be imagirieds hom anz eaſt 
could be ſo ſillily ſcrupulous, as to make the 
leaſt doubt, whether any man in his ſenſes 
a xight to deceive a mad - man, (whole only 
1 . him from 
—_ 1 5 | his 


* 


| | rehdenceof EY 41 anticntly oy refting-" 
Place. 


his evil; putpoſes: how: much more then, a dell 


berate, determined traitor,, who had forfeited al. 


the rights of humanity, ;.as well as ſociety? al 


85 - black parri icide, mad with pride, ambition, and 
cxuelty! the worſt exceſſes; and outrages of a 


oprrupt heart! To defeat the horrid bee 
this monſter's villainy, to rob him 

cf maſſacring the beſt friends of his — 

' imbruing his hands in the blood. of all his. = 

then, and crowning rebellion-and murder with 

ricide! to take meaſures to reſtore this 
ch; once more, to the mercy of a tender 

_ forgiving father; and, in conſequence, to repent- 
ance, and a right ſenſe of duty, to ſave his ſoul 
aliue how crying a guilt was it in David, 
to form a deſign of effecting all this; W * a 

damnable a fin in Hoſhers o exccute, it! 
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HEN David had: — — * e his! 
Went directly to Mabanaim, lately the 


The king's diſtreßs there, at this time, natural 
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place of *F dzob; Where Gov: had placed bim, 
under the protection of two hoſts of "Angels: 


Jed him tc reftect upon the diſtreſs of his great 


Anceſtor, in the ſame place: where being en⸗ 


compaſſet with a weak and helpleſs” family of 
wiyes and children, as David now was, news 
was brought him, that his brother Efum was 
coming againſt him with a ſtrong band of men, 
and, a8 le had too much reaſon to apprehend, 
Vith an hoftile diſpoſition to deftroy him. Could 
any ching de mote natural, than for David to 
ery out, upon that occaſion, as he doth in the 
thirty -fourth 'P/alm? ver. 6, 7. This poor man 
cried, and the Lord heard him, and ſaued him. 
out of all his troubles. The angel of the Lord 
encampeth round about them that fear him, and 
delivereih them, That Go p, who delivered 
Jacob from his brother, could, with equal eaſe, 
deliver David from his cruel ſon. The meek 
and humble Jacob truſted in Go b, and was de- 
livered; and why might not David hope for a 
like deliverance, under the fame ſpirit of hu- 
miliation, and truſt in the divine protection! It 
is ſcarcely to be imagined, how David could 
avoid falling into this train of thinking, in this 
place, at this time; and, if he did fall into it, it 
is leſs to be imagined, how he could refrain 
from expreſling it; at leaſt, ſo far, as ro leave 
ſome traces and memorials of it behind him! 
And ſuch memorials, (beſide that now cited) I 
apprehend, are plainly to be found in the twenty- 
ſecond and twenty fifth Pſalms; both of. which 
va | INES. 
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5 . A bene ue of Bug - 
may very naturally be preſumed to have been 
N e e eee 


pPftomiſes mad 
warſhip of 1/ Same he Why then 

faould not hope to have his promiſes 
good. to alſo, although he was now, 
ice, upon * brink of ruin? 


Put py ru in thee; let me not be c 
e enemies triu over ne. for 
7 in thee. fog wr OY 
| 9 8 e ee ee 5 coy Jo 
| Fig copfuſſon — Lead- into = 
; to e Foo oy Lord, thy 
| Foxx han mercies, which haue deen ever of aj]. 
| he 2 proceeds to implore pardon for his 
e true cauſe of all his calamities. And 
"gay cQing, that he himſelf was Facob's 
ative, and heir of the promiſes made 
| he Se with ſupplicating, as in 
25 on, . fuel, O Gad, out 7 rid 
du re penitence, ſteady 
Lab ab. fc perſevexing picty, could not fail to 
prevail in the end. His prayers were heard; and, 
to {\hew they were, it pleaſed | Gor to inſpire 
* ir $a critical and decifive, jun&ure) the hearts 
6 y..fairhfal ſubjects, and brave ſoldiers, 
wil Fa — 
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CO. ver; 1, &c, c. My God, of have i 
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wirk ſack ition, 
und in ſuch nu that in a few 44 e 
a2 complete army at ed. e he di- 
vidded ite fou bodies: one he eee with- 
Ia the city, and re other thiee he: Nepp 
three brave captairs, - aud 14, 
one at the bed of each; ee ah a. 
kinds wet upon Hag ftom perfotts 
of tho great — But 8 be 
5 about: among wRetm, $hoþz, 
: of Nabuaſb, of "Rabbah of the "Ehildret 
—— is — brſt. And a5" dne proviſic: 
ſem were in great plenty, (Wich ütenfils of 
vurious kinds) ſufficient for Dauid, aud all his 
fotees, this ſhews the power and wealth of tek: 
that ſupp lied them, as well as their afftetlon 
to David. And therefore the inference from 
Bene 15 Mrteral, car when Daria chaſtiſ KS 


10 him from all 


the agents and inſtruments e 

he leit hob in ne regency of the Sb : 

with ftich- marks of kindneſs and' friendth 
Him, as now engaged Mob, in his tune 
give the king alt poffible denionfirations” 

affetion and Seeta, ia his diftels; 4 Teal! 
in which any eher principles, than gratjrade 
and affetion, would have” operate in a ve 
different manner. And ſome of the uten 
bent, the beds patefcularly, ſhew a pechtiar and 

Wust concern fer the caſe and con veneney 

5 of David and his family; and were wage 
| {its thoſe circutriſtonees) the! proper preſents df 
one prince 0 > another,” nan 1A and 
Honoured. - n 


» 2 Azz 44 It 411 2. wi E. * 


r 


MY "4 »* 4a 1 a * 
- 1 — . : l 
X V7 8 1 
«a * 
_ 
= * 


= 0 : 
. Sy 4 A N * k 
s - * 
” Y N 1 ; . A ; 1 * 
— TOE” 24 44 \ * 73 : 
| : : 8 3 0 b 704 , . | d 
o : « 0 g , . 4 9 
* 198 i Hiftor _ * B. 
| 


df Ammich of Lodeber, the friend and 


| 2 Tus Ke 6 man of 1 8 
Mae in his affection and 1 zeal; for 
— id, on, this occaſion, was Machir, the ſon 


of Mephiboſher hy, who, from that very charaRter, 
f no, NN gn 

muſt de preſumed to have been. ed firſt. in 
| —. „ e diſaffected to David; but now, 
not only xeconciled, but zealouſly attached to 
him; and probably, ia a great meaſure, from 
the king's moſt noble manner of treating Men. 
| Hoster h. The laſt of thoſe who had no „di- ; 
| ſtinguiſhed their zeal for David, is Barsgillui, 


tte Gileadite; à man of a very; uncommon 


character, very aged, very wealthy, and: very 
generous! A man, who, with all the bodil 
Anſirmities of old age, was yet clear of all t 
hich diſbonour and deform the mind, in that 
| 2 equally ſuperior. to timorous caution, | 
ſordid avarice, \ and unſuited luxury 28 will 
be further ſeen in the ſequel of this hiſtor yu. 
Tux circumſtances now related were all i 
| pany happy beginnings and omens of David's 
ure ſucceſs; and pledges of that juſt and hum- 
le confidence, which he had placed in the 
divine favour and protection. Let us leave: him 
to all the conſolation of cg Happy e 
Feruen to Abſalom. . 

W REN Abſalom had indulged his, erin 
commerce with his father concubines (as the 
occaſion and circumſtances too ſtrongly indicate) 
to ſatiety; a ſatiety, eyen in the loweſt degree 
of guilt, confeſſediy dreadful; he proceeded. to 
2 the merit, and hide the horrors, of his 


iwer, 
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| inceſt, in the pomp aud ſplendot of 4 public 
coronation; and was actordingly folemnly ant 
ointed * and crowned. And it is ble, that, 
by the time this affair was 
his forces ſtrong enough to he "upon" his 
father. He gave the chief commind of his 
army to Amaſd, atiother of David's nephews, 
the fon of his ſiſter Abjga#t: and it is reaſon“ 
able to belicve, from the words of the text, 
that his forces were very numerous; for hen 
* ſactred hiſtorian informs us, that 45 
d o,Eꝑ Jordan, he adds, he and alt the men 
75 T bim; and they TE: 1 the land 

i 
+ WHEN: David ound himſelf- ſaffciemty. 
ſtrong to go againſt the enemy, he reſolved” 
not to wait their coming. but give the aſſault: 
and accordingly marchied his forces out of the 
city, under the three eaptains befbre· mentioned. 
declaring, that he himſelf alſo would g0 forty 
with them, and ſhare their fate; which his 
people carneſtly diſſuaded him from ';- inſiſting, 
| that he ſhould ſtay behind, and, if occiſton 
were; ſuccour them from the city i for that 
their defeat, if they ſhould fly, was of little 
conſequence, whilſt he was ſafe, whoſe ſiagle 
life was worth ten thouſand of theirs. Ihe 
king yielded to their affectionate intreaties; and 
am perſuaded, he did it with leſs teluctance, 
upon à reflection. that he muſt other wiſe go 
againſt his on ſubjefts, and draw his ſword 
en a rebel fon, whom he could not thine 
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Jaht Feen of it. is the: teaſt tat ion 


with 399, much tenderac ating ſpire; of 
N is ctimes „And 48. 8. progf of, his, he, 
moment, Sve, dhe Kinde charge con 
all bis captains Deal gent in, 
h the yaung: Abja- 
| Fa, to. deal Da 
e mote thoſe 
ath, is art ut at the ame 
7 Ons 105 but diſcern, 
| 51 ,Excels, of his weak neſß for 
1 e lon 


they could not but obſerve 
n A A 2 preſage and adſurance of 


this fcees ag inſt their cnemis. 
"A BATTLE quickly enſued, ad, VI thin 


ſarisfaory, that can ;well.; be imagined. 
5 tells us, that. Jab, put his army de bartle- 
7 y, 9vct-agalaſt the enemy, in a great plain, 


5 routed, and driven with great aud 
ough the 1 20 alles. 
Now; in the ſacred . writings, we hear hat 

of, one wood, in which they tell us the bat- 
was ſought; as Alſo, that Davids army 
arched out, of the city, and gave the aſſault. 
his accoum is very mort; but thus much I 
1 * 725 may fairly conclude from it, that 


David cargfully concealed the number of his 


orces from the enemy; in all probability, to 
make them imagine him much weaker than 
Ke truth he was. And it is highly ptobable, 
it was to this end alſo, that * divided 
157 * into are Lk under three ſeveral 
90 captains. 


2, wood, behind him; and that cht nem 
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| wood of Earn (Where che bastle was fought) 


(by Fea; far inftance) againſt the enemy: and, 


upon the affault, retiring, and, u it were, dri. 


ven back again by the enemy into the hrt 
_ of the wood and that then \Duvids forces, 

d- up from .theix 

abu army in tank on either fide3" nothing | 


vho had lined the wood; ſtarted 
cover, upoh a fignal given 


an be imagined mote likely to throw them 


into the utmoſt confuſion and conſternatijony | 


and, of coaſtquience, 10 gain Dudu 'complete 
victory. Aud, without ſome ſuch ſuppolidion 
_ 38 this, it is ſcarcely to be imagined, an 


- univerſal. battle ſhould be fought in'a woods = 
and how à kt army could there deſtroy: un 
greater; ot how that greater could be d ⁰, e 


through a wood, which, according to 


account, lay at che back of their enemies. Nor 
Indeed, in my apprehenſion, is the tent inten- 
 8ible, but upon ſome ſuppoſition of this Rind 


Which tells us, lirerally, that tbe 5 
Divid's forces) went out into 


fe (chat Is; 
field agus 


im, where the people of Travel were flain | 


the ſervants of David, Which plainly ſtie ws, thine = 
David's forces: fought not to any effect, i 


they tetreated into the wood; and there they 


enemies; which is unimaginable, upon any othet 
 kuppoſition, than that chen there had th 
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| i Now; if we ſuppbſerwo of tuaſe bouies Far 
carefully lodged and concealed in the ſides of e 


. dfrael, and ibe burtle was in the wood of Hr 


exerted themſelves with full vigour againſt their 
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Ales, led among 
tte reſt, and was met by ſome. of the ſervants 
of David; who tevering the kings command, 
let him paſs unhurt: yet he eſeaped Ape 
Whom they would not atreſt, the divine 
did: for, as he fled on his mule, The 
wile, ſays the text, ent under the thick b my 
a greut oak, and his head caught hold of : 
and he was taten up between the heaven and the 
. earth, and the nale that was under bim e 
e C05 b 124 1 "213. © 
Iv this poſture; one of Jabs ſoldiers pew 
bien) and informed his general of what he ſaw; 
and w. reproved: by him for not diſpatching 
the ttaitor, when he had him in his power; 
Which if he had- done, he would have giren 
him ten ſhekels of ſilver, and a military girdle- 
To which the ſoldier replied, That, . — | 


& he ſhould give him a thouſand ſhekels of ſilver, 


he would not diſobey the king's command; 
| ſued, in his own hearing, to all his captains: 
and that, if he had dijobeycd it, he ſhould have 
aard-a lye againſt his own life; for nothing 
Vas concealed from the king, and perhaps Yo 
himſelf would have been the firſt to inform 
him. At this, Jaab turned from him in a 
chafe ; and, taking three darts in his hand, he 
n thruſt them, ſays the text, through the heart of 
Abjalom, while he was yet alive inthe mid}. of 
the oaks and ten young men, that bare aab 


armour, 3 "_ Abſalom, aud 
e bin, : _ 


1 P 8 


30 7 20g 


„Tais done, Jab ſounded a; terreat, and | 


put an end to the carnage; of the enemy: Ani 
when the ſoldiers were all retutned from the 
purſuit, they took down Ab/alom from theres, 
_ threw him into a great pit in the wood, and 
laid a great heap of ſtones upon him. Stone 
ing to death Was the legal puniſnment of te- 
bellion againſt parents; and 22 who! - 
could not chaſtiſe him living, for this ſin; no 
branded him dead, as he deſerved &. | le-ſeems; 
having no ſon to continue his name, he Had 
ereded a monument to it, hewn out of tho 
living. rock, which he meant to be of 
duration, and may perhaps be ſo, (for it 18 
Rill extant, and nd deſpicable remain of antient 
architecture) if it be not buried in the ſtones 
thrown at it, in deteſtation of his memory, U, 
all that pass by it. Fot now this work of 
vyanity is become à memorial of 
Strange power of guilt, which can, in one mo- 
ment, turn all the devices of vanity, all ¹ e 
memorials of excellence, all the ſccpmzen of 
fame; into monuments of infſa mm.. 
Tuus fell this: cruel, this murdercus, this 
ingeſtuous parricide! and. wih him twenty 
thouſand of his rebel adherents3 ſome by the 
ſword in battle, and in flight, (for they were 
ſcattered over the face of all the countty) / burt 


2 more in the wood, being probably wedged to 


| Pack. Pe of "Feb, trampled upon flumps, 


Aud this, I apprehend, 2 8 
Rees heaps of ſtones u — 7 J. of So wan ako | 
; aber aſe among the 3 . 
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an cumbled into pir-dulls,\in 
ot them; 


b de 
d tobe 


would-be 10. Dovid, refafed — 
the beaer  bfofach unwelcdmu news. Aud 
ito-one! of his attendants whoſe 4 


— — g0 ant! ett the king wat he 


Kadir; Case, ſapy'theirent, lor him. 


ing Nat rea ſot refuũng tb fend Him oft 
har crramd; anti revo lecting that tie could Jinn 


Saint trugen vat vas agieeable, and de 
wastlidtaſtchut: to ohe king, im ithe ſucces of this = 
| | Jad 
Ne way cot importugity:” und he; take: 


day egꝝed to be permitted to run after Cſi 


- 


he advantage vf an cafier ran 111 


igt 


00e of Davidiwatchmelyeſpicd them ſpeed: 


ing forward, andi-inumediurely.Cinformed the 


eackudcd him a mclfenger ſont by Feud, witlt 
ſume dccount of the battle: and dhe watehmari 


 thewcyliing out, That! he ſo another man runs 
mig alone, the king concluded, that he adſo 

. ws ſent with further news-and; upon the 
myrochmas's xelling/him, That hc took the fore. 


to be Ab:1p4as, the ſon of Zagok, the king 


ho hearing! of ent man coming done, 
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cried, gu Alt is wall; and coming, up to the 


Proſtrate -befpge him, and. bleded 
LY.CTancc fa 
Goo fo Bey: ſubjects. e 55 


he Ame on he R. A 

tran); but could nat tell what, it meant. 5 
Tag king, doubtleſs, apprchended the 

d Abimazz's diſſimmlation had this gaod.cl- 
e him toc Fina flom 53 
1 dame up ſoon after, and repeatad the 


Abſalom aeae lake } bs All 
Nd ai a ih Tha all the, king's cnemics 
might be as that qaung man. The king co 
not ſtand the account but immediately ran. up 


to dis chainber, to give vent tc his diſteels; ct 
could nat refrain from tears and lamentatioge, 
even till be. got chither;- but was heard crying 

| 2 Ta ee * 


——Hould 

© Abjalam: my for, mand cc) oo hd bo 
Tus king's command a en was 
indeed an extraordinary intance af merh 
(equalled oeh in kim, whey. ä —— 
Nee ee yet it is to be accounted fas 


F thete is ſomething, aſtoniſhing 
&«6,of,grict for ſuch a rcprabntgs Tug 

5 5 it is, to me, utterly unaccountable, 
from any other principle, than the ſad and ſhock- 


ing reflection, of his having, died with all his 
ſins upon his head; and gone down quick to 


perde. 8 I can 


made had brought. And, 


, tondae(s, and the benign of — = 


ENTREE weredaje? e 
wered, that when | 
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266... e Bihar eme Bug: 
; 5 AN _ but one man in all the ac- 
wy antiquity, "whoſe character will beat 
compared with Aale; and that is, | 

5 Ne ese innen 120 33 21, 

5 b was allowed the hoes: moſt 
_ accompliſhed man among the Perpans, as Alſa- 
um imong the 7/ratlites.” There is nothing par- 
ticuletly fad of his beauty (except, that he had a 
gteat quantity of long hait): But as he is allowed 
the moſt majeſtic man among tlic Perſians, after 
the elder Cyrus, who was remarkably beautiful; 
andi as perſonal advantages always entered into the 
Adea of a majeſtic man, in the earlier ages; it is 
ptobable, that Cyrus alſo excelled in theſe 
They were both 1 cended 3 both im- 
moderately ambitious; bent upon deſtroy- 
- Ing their brothers, who ſtood in their way to 


them. "Cyrus miſcarried in his attempt; but 
' Hbſalom ſucceeded in his. Both were pardoned 
theſe crimes,” for which they deſerved to die: 
and both no ſooner pardoned," than they formed 
4 deſign of rebellion againſt the petſons who 
forgave them; r 
train of practiſed popularity, calumny, and di 
mation. And, to conclude, they both died 
in rebellion, and in battle; the one again(t his 
flarher, the other againſt his brother: and both 
died childleſs; at leaſt without heirs to continue 
their name. Here indeed they differed: Arta- 
 werxes inſulted the remains of his rebellious bro- 
ther,” David lamented the ul of his rebellious 


| 1 1 | 8 CHAP: 


; De the _— King Divis. 407 


11 1 27111 


8 H A P. XII. g had 


1 1151 


Davin, grieving 10 Exceſs, i regret 


4 Joab. and ' brought to appear. 1 


lic. Meaſures. are concerted: wit 


tion. The King returns v0 b Capital. : 


HEN David's army perceived his af 
« - &ion, they conſidered themſelves, as a 
kind of criminals, who had contravened the 
king's command, and were, upon that ſcore,” in 
diſgrace-with him: and for that reaſon they ftole 


__ aſhamed of the battle they had won, than if they 
-, had fled from their enemies: by which means 


; une A 
 wnto all ube . = 72 


Warn Joab 3 from the field, ard aw 
the king abandoned-to grief, and lamenting his 
- fon in a moſt difss u manner; the people alſo 

diſconſolate, hanging down their heads; and 
hiding themſelves; he broke in upon the king; 
without: any previous form or reſerve; and, 


tho victory of chat 


unkind and unbecoming behaviour to a brave 
army, who hadi juſt ſaved him and his family 


from deſtruction ; and yet were treated as ſo 


many cowards and traitors; and a rebellio us, 


* ſon, ſo far preferred to all their united 


merits, 


1 


Zadok and Abiathar, for bis Reftora- 


back to the city in ſilence ; as men, not leſs 


giving a full- looſe to the impetuoſity of his 
nature, fiercely reproached him with a moſt _ 


4 Ae ee Bu 


F , _ merits, that he e's eu ſatisfied, that if all they 
3 had periſhed in 


SEN eit duty; apd that ſingle ſon 
' ſurvived, it had been matter of joy to their | 
—_ n 


| » . , the li 
| * God, that i Ks A a8 i not W We his BE 
/ ment, 2 pear in public, aud creat his people as 
cher deſerved, th they would that moment deſert. 
big as one man which would be far worſe 
5 than all the calamities that had hitherro befallen 


— - v=o Ly 4” ne af -- 


- Fax king. howeren ede h dh 
treatment, and offenſive truth, nevertheless, 
thought fit to diſſemble his reſentment for the 
prejent; and immediately left his chamber, and 
went ta the gate, the ſeat of public juſtice, where 
be gave audience to the people: who imme - 
_ diarcly teſotted thither in crouds to him and 
ö ” received, and treated by him, as they de- 
—_ - ved; or rather, 23 well as Mayer lane diſtreds : 
=_ . would allow, | | 
=_— David, now victotious Over a rebel army; 
totally ruined and - routed, had it fully in his 
power to take ample revenge of all thoſe, whoſe 
treachery. and infidelity (Which bad fo lately 
brought him to the brink of ruin) well deſerved 
to be ſeverely chaſtiſed. And it is evident, that 
if he had had any thing revengeful or ſanguinary 
in his natute, he could now want no pretert, 
either of juſtice ox policy, to indulge it to the 
full: but he was governed by very different prin- 
giples; and ſaw the Whole affair of his Jon's 
. and his own conqueſt, in 2 2 
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gh he Life dN Di, 2 


_ light, , He knew the firſt do be the elfe of 

au and the. laſt the fruit of his penitence. 
humiliation, before Go; and e mak 
no other change in his conduct, chan fr 
penitehce, to gratitude and .. 
and a..paticnt. hy 
dentlal diſpo 'rhe event... Nor did be 
A fat now, it e go 0h 

cat Governor of the world, who "ng th his, plea 
fax 22 the raging of the ſea, and i | 
of. the people, to turn the, hearts of Dayidsi 
jets, 25 It were, in one inſtant, in his favonrs 


inſomuch. that they now returned to their duty, 


with as much ca a, a gs as they had, but. a 1 
days befote, ruſhed into tebellion gg 

And now their only contention. was, w. 
their, tribes ſhould, moſt fignalize their loyalty 


and affection for their ſovereigg. They now 


recol the many, deliyerances. fro, thei 
enemies, vtought, for. them by his hand an 

| could not but find ir an ill return for thole bleff- 
ings, to drive him gut of his b e They 
* ctcd,, chat the mag, in whole favour they 
N was dead; and whatgould they now do 
bettet than return to their duty, and reinſtate 
their lawful ſovercign on his thtone? The only 


queſtion was, how they ſhould. go to work, and 


Where they ſhould. begin. Things do not caluy 
fall into theit antient and true order, after ſo 
much tumult and confuſion, as was now ſpread 
through, the land; and 


that it required the skill and addreſß of. REY 


men of wiſdom, and h 
| "Yor. 11 * We right, with the peopl 


David tightly judged, 


Ss 


4d. heck Bitalth * 
L F = 7 * "4 * ) 
| *. | « i. 


| = tical corſet and accordingly he choſe Zudot 

| dnn e, the prieſts, to be bis agents in 
ce aa; auc adviſed them to apply them- 
_— CI OE of Tdh; and to re- 

= :. prove their delay and inactivity in taking proper 
_ Le, the defogidn ti kiog back ; eſpecially 
1 when they knew, that all rhe other rribes were 
tent upon his reſtoration, and had given him 


_ ſony afſirances Winn url . And, to in- 
ente them more” ually, the King added 


_ this kind meſſage to them, from his on mouth: 
Jemen brethren, ye are my bones, and my fleſh: 
Wherefore then are ye the laſt to bring back the 
Bing ?— And foraſmuch 4s Food's credit with 
the atmy had for a long time been inſupportable 
to David; had fotimerly protected him under 
| the guilt of Ane /s murder, and lately under an 
avowed contetmpt of his ſoyereign's commands z 
Dai judged this a fit opportunity of humbling 
nis inſolence, and repreſſing his power, by 
T4 placing Amaſe at the head of his forces: and 
rdingly he ſent him 4 kind meſſage, to 
remind him of his near relation to his prinice, 
and to affire him of the ſupreme command in 
the army, if he returned to his duty. This kind 
treatment of that rebel, captain of rhe hoſtile 
hoſt, and all his rebel adherents, had all the 
effect that he could hope for; it touched their 
hearts, and melted them into loyalty and affec- 
tion; and they immediately deputed the heads 
of their tribe to wait upon the king, and invite 
kim to return; and he immediately complicd 
a 5 Puh 


* 
— 


= : 


By tk Life of Ng David. 12 
with their requeſt, and began his progreſs to the 
river Jordan; and had not gone far, before the 


incip of his vv Dogs ee OKC: — 
principal perſons of his whole tribe met fim, iM 4 
a body, to condutt him over the river. 22 


alſo, the Benjawite, Who had fo lately teviled and 
_ curſed the king, now walited upon him, attendet” 
by a thouſand men of his tribe; aud, falling 
down at Davids feet, confeſſed his guilt, and 
his peryctſcneſs, and Implored forgiveneſs; add- 
ing, with a very refined addreſs, Th; fervant . 
doth know, that I have fanned: therefore, behold 
I am came the firſt, this day, of all the bun, of 
Foſeph, to go down to meet my lord the king. 
Hk very well knew, that a Benj amite, ot 14 
family of Saul, came but ill recommended t 
David, under that charaQter; and therefore he 
would not denominate himſelf from Benjamin, 
but from Jeſepb, his beloved brother. Abbas, 
who had before ſo highly reſented his vile treat», 
ment of David, thought this a fit feaſon fot. 
wreaking his revenge; and accordirigly reminded 
the king of Shimers inſolence, in hopes of his 
petmiſſion to challiſe it; which David refuſed 
with indignation,” and a reproof, becoming a 
great king: What have I to do with you, ye ſons 
of Zerniab, that ye ſhould this day be adverſaries 
to ne: (Was this the duty of their relation, to 
act the patt of his worſt enemies?) Shall any man 
be put to death this day in Iſrael? I know that I 
am this day king over Iſrael, Should the day of 
his reconcilement to his people be blemiſhed 
with blood? He knew himſelf a king, not of 
one party, but of his 5 and vr 
a ; 2 ore 
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212 An Hiftorical ener of B. 4. 
fore wiſely. reſolved, that his fatherly affection 
ſhould extend to them All. He knew. 'bimlſelf a 
9 aud he knew, that metcy and 665 
 giveniels were the nobleſt ie of ſoye⸗ g 
reiguty. And, when * had ſignified this, he. 
turned 450 Shimez, pronounced bs pardon, and 
confirmed it with an oath, that he ſhould not die. 
WIr 57 Shimei went £104. alſo, the Nlapderer. 
of Mephiboſheth, with his fiſtern ſons, and 7 
ants, to-meet, and to do öbei ance to. the 
king, and conduct hic; over che river: to. which 
purpoſe the people of Juda prepared.” a. 58 
which ficſt carried over the king's houſhold, ; an 
then returned to carry over the bing: And 1170 
him, his aged and faithful f. ricnd 8275 . 
Gileadite; who had ſo 20 ouſly, a F 970 
provided for his lullenach While he: "ay. ar. 
Mabanaim. The king, unwilling | to "be outdone, 
in gencroſity, would fain, have prevailed u on, 
him to ge with him to Feruſalem, and ow 
him to take care of him there, fot the, relt. of his 
life; that he might have continua opportuni- 
ties of expreſſing his gratitude, and repayin 
what he owed him; but Barzillas, in a ſpirit or 
true wiſdom, and becomin moderation, de. 
clined this generous offer. The pleaſures of. 
court had no charms. for "BY in that Eu 
age: he was then fourſcore years old ; his ſenſes 
and appetites were long ſince palled, and both 
- muſic and banquets had Joſt all their reliſh.” He 
therefore begged the king to give him leave to 
wait upon him over che river, and then return 


to his Win . ; SE, to dic in peace, 77 « 
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laid in the grave of his father and bis mother: 
But, if his majeſty pleaſed, he might take his fon 
 Chimbam with wes! and deal: with him as he 
thought proper. The king readily conſented 
to take the young man with him, promiſed to 
ide for him, and aſſuted Bar gillai, he would 
do every thing elſe he deſired. And, when the 
old man had conducted David as far as he pro- 
poſed, the king took his laſt leave of lum; kiſſed 
and bleſſed him, and ſuffered him to return ta 
his own home; but took Chimbam with him to 
Jeruſalem; whither he was conducted by his 
own forces, and the chiefs of the tribe of 7udahy 
and was now reſtored” to his capital, with as 
much pomp, magnificenee, and general joy, as 
he had lately been driven from = with grief, 
1 and 2 1 
— | — it — | 
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firing the big: 4 Rebellion enſues; 
A is commanded . by VALID. 70 
dal it, but murdered by : Sheba 
the Leader of the Rebellion takes Res 
oe in Abel-Maacah, where he is bes 
 feged by Joab. Awiſe ata 
* the Gity. Wo 5 


u er eb ce retbtacton wis wht 

- however without its alloy: it! ſeems, 

ge prope of — taken —— 
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of reſtoriug the king, without taking advice, 
oer concerting any meaſuxes, with the other tribes, 
upon that head; and accordingly having fixed 
upon Sg, on this ſide Jordan, for the place 
ol theit mecting, they aſſembled the 2 
there, on the day appointed; paſſed the river, 
' and wWaited in a body upon the king; and con- 
duſted hior back over the river, as far as Cilgal, 
In conjunction with half the people of That, 
| Probably made up of thoſe {/rae4tes who firſt 
joined him at Maehanaim, and thoſe who were 
| _ afterwards. depmed by the tribes to invite —_ 


13 
Ar Gilgal they were met by the other half 
a the Htaelites, who allo intended to have 
croſſed the river, and paid their duty to the 
king; but, finding that the tribe of Fudeh were 
defarchand with them, they reſented the (light 
put upon them; and, being joined and ſupported 
in their reſentments by the reſt of their bre- 
thten, who had rc · canducted the king, in con- 
2 with Judab, they all, with one voice, 
armly expoſtu ulated with the king. upon it; 
anded, . their brethren, the men of 
ub, had ſtolen him and brought the 
- kivg and his — Jordan, without 
advice fixſt had with them? To which the men 
of Judab anſwered, That as the king was of 
their tribe, their brethren of 22 had no rea · 
ſon to reſent their warmer veal in his favour ; 


chat, for the zeſt, they had acted from ne ſell⸗ 
ih ar mercenary viewss chat they had received 
nnn _ nox .1@ pas 


* 
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of his. meat. The 1/raehtes —_— that they 
had ten parts in the king, and conſequently 
more right 0 be conſulted, upon s poi of 
ſo much conſequence. 

Tuls was a natural conteſt between — 
| power, and nearer telation ; both claim a pre» 
_ ference, which both cannot have and which 
thoſe. of - nearer relation ſhould have yielded; 
both in point of prudence, and affeRtion for 
their friend, which the men of Judab did not. 
In all diſputes it is natural for the party injured, 
to be more angry; and therefore they who 
are in the wrong often aſſume that character, 
by ſupplying from paſſion, vhatever is wanite 
ing to them, in point of reaſon and argument, 
as the tribe of Judab did now for the tent 
informs us, that the wards of the men of Fur 
dah were fiercer than the words of the men of 

This naturally inflamed the contention, 
and it ſoon grew ſo hot, that Sheba: the. ſon 
of Bichri, a Benjamite, took the advantage af 
ir, ro kindle a new flame. in the nation, He 
dlew the trumpet, and ctied out, Ne haue wo 
in David, neither haue we any inheritance 
in che ſon of Jeu. Even man to his tent, 0 
Iſtael. Upon this the men of  I/ree/ ran 
again into rebellion, förſook their king * 
followed Shebe;-bur the tribe of Judah clave 
to him, and ended him . en e- 
ruſalem. 
| Wars w-be enticed hs city; poor = 
boſheth came to meet him, with all the 
of fotlotn diſtrels, both in his garb and * 
P 4 ſon; 
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1 attenly neglecked both, om 
| e king was driven from his ca- 
* Far from acting the part of a plotter 


7 81 his ſovercign, his concern for him was 

— by all the marks of a ſincere, undiſ- 
 ſembled afffiction; eſtranged not only from joy, 
but even from indulgence in t con- 
veniences of life: his beard was untrimmed, 
His cloaths unwaſhed, and his poor infirm fect 


ungcxeſſed, that whole time. David called to 


him; and asked him, Why he had not attend- 
ed him at his departure from Feru/a/em? To 
which that upright, open-hearted fon of Jona. 
than anſwered; My: lord, O king, my fervant 
deceived me; for thy ſervant ſaid, I will ſadale 
mean afs, char I may ride thereon, and go to 
the king, © becauſe thy ſervant is lame Here 
| his grief (or rather à . righteous indignation 
to SG himſelf traduced and ſuſpected) choak- 


: ed his words, and broke the chain of his diſ- 


cworſe. "And. it was with: difficulty he hems 


wr what ig 
TY oy father's houſe. were but 
dead men befare any ord | ae thing; yet didft. thou 
ſet thy ſervant among them that did eat at thine 
own table: What 1 T yet 10 6 
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And the king ſaid unto him, a 

any more of py 4 wo hand. 5 _ foe hen 2 
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Tux reader will eaſily i 
anſwer of David, that he ſaw Mephibobeth's 
innocence, (and found himſelf upbraided by it) 
and the error of his own former credulity, and 
therefore could not bear to hear of it: but he 
had now no time to diſcuſs the matter more 
fully and therefore all that he could do, for 
the preſent, was, to reſtore him to his eſtate, 


and leave both him, and his accuſer, in their 


former condition, till he could inquire farther. 
However Ziba might have been faulty towards 


Mephiboſb th, he had been ſignally faithful and 


uſeful to David; and to condemn him unheatd, 
as he had Mephiboſheth, were to run the riſque 
of a ſeeond raſh deciſion; a deciſion that might 
be now as unſcaſonable as raſh, whilſt another 


farben ſubſiſted in his dominions. 
Tus antient way of tenancy (nor is it yet 


quite diſuſed) was that of occupying the land, 
and giying the proprictor a certain annual pax: 
tion of the fruits of it. When the tenant paid 
one half of the annual produce, he was called 
Colonus partiarius; and ſuch, in the judgment 
of the beſt critics *, was Ziba to Mephiboſterh, 
as he had been before to Saul. So that Libs, 
having half the fruits for his labour, had, in effect, 
half the land. Upon Z:ba's' miſinformation, 
the whole was given to him; ſo that he was 
then both proprictor and uſufructuary. Da- 
vid now revokes that grant, and reſtores his firſt 
decree by theſe words; 7 have. Jia, thou and 
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ve, from this 
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Biba divide the lang*, To which 
| anſwered, in all the gencrofity and fidelity of his 


_ credit with the king. That once eſtabliſhed, 
| Mophiboſteth ſaid to himſelf, what Seneca fad 


| That he had no right to complain, as long 
a his prince was in ſafetyj. This 
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th 


father's friendſhip ; Too, i bim take al, nf 
much as my lord the king is ain in peace 
ante his own houſe. . itude for 
the recovery of his eſtate, of which calumny had 
robbed him: his concern was, to recover his 


be was contented and happy. The generous 


What it was much caſicr for a cold unin- 
tereſted' Store to fay) to a friend in affliction; 


upright and 
conduct of A th could not, 1 
think, fail to reſtore him intirely to Davids 
former friendſhip and affection; and, if poſlible, 


to more credit, and greater confidence. And 


I have not the leaſt doubt, but he continued 


in it to the day of David's death. And, I think, 


I am warranted to ſay ſo, from the text, 2 
Jam. ix. 13. for, had this commerce ceaſed for 
a ſeries of years, I have ſome doubt whether 


the ſacred hiſtorian could be juſtified, in aſſure- 


ing us, as he there does, without any ſubſequent 
hint to the one, n he en 1 


A ite king's table. 


„ Theſe words plainly refer to a linker dilove, MED" 
bibel. — — Tn. ; for there 


the whole was given fore refer to the firſt 
SETS y Ne e eſtate was e ed 4 58e tween Mephiboſheth as 


r, and Zibe as uſufruttuary. And therefore the 

talk idly, who i that gr kingdom was divided under 
his grandſon, on account of the md dis of Saus ate 
between Ziba and Mephiboſpeth, 


5 45%. ; THAT 
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.- F4AT. he was perfectly reſtored to Dau] 
friendſhip, is nat, I flatter myſelf, ittational to 


conclude, from Wera eren g which, 
I am perſuaded, was written for n er 
. Zilas calu my. 
Taar moſt, if not all the Palms, were 

ten upon particulat occaſions, is not, 1 think, 
to be doubted; although the precepta, praiſes, 
exhortations, and monitions contained in them, 
agg at tac Game. dime. ee * gion) 
and perpetual uſe. 


THAT. this Pſulm was particularly. written 
for the. conſolation of ſome righteous man, 


oppreſſed by calumay, againſt whom ſome 
vicked wretch had laid ſchemes to deſtroy him, 


is clear from the whole tenour-of it“. And 


who, and what, is there in the whole hiſtory 
of David, to whom, and to which, it can refer, 
but to Mephiboſberh, Galumniatcd, and villain- 
ouſly wronged, by Zia? 

Bur here it may be whed. Why David, if 
he believed Mephiboſheth innocent, did not bring 
the matter to a fair trial? I anſwes,' That a man 
of Ziba's ſubtilty, who had laid ſo heavy an acct» 
fation againſt Mephibgherh, had undoubtediy 


laid his trains and ſchemes to make it good: and 


therefore David, in all probability, was 
to bring the matter to à public trial, leſt his 
friend's innocence ſhould be oppreſſed by falſe 
accuſations; and in the event, whether he were 


15 ht thou in be 
* For 45 | and fall give thee thy heart's 
Lais duet. 
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acquitted or condemned, the bare bringing him 
3 not fail to be matter of ſufficient I 

ny againſt Devid ; and therefore nothing 
could better become David, in this ſituation, 
than to waive the trial, and exhort Mephiboſbetb 
to refer the matter wholly to the arbitration of 

- unerring wiſdom and juſtice: which would hot 

fail finally to vindicate innocence, and avenge 

falſnood and villainy. And this is, evidently, 
the main ſeope and purpoſe of this P/a/m. And 
that every part of it may very naturally to relate to 

Mephiboſbeth, will appear from two or three eaſy 

and . ſuppoſitions (to which no thinking 

man can refuſe a ready and a rational aſſent); 
which, I hope, will clear this matter to the rea- 
der's ſatisfaction. Ba bl 

Luer us then ſuppoſe, that 10 wicked a man 

2s Siba, who had the entire management of his 

maſter's affairs, made no ſcruple to enrich him- 
ſelf by his ſpoils: and let us ſuppoſe, that, upon 
this diſcovery of his villainy, Me phiboſheth, who 
before confided in him, as an oy faithful ſer- 
vant to the family) and left every thing to his 
management, looked now more narrowly into 
his on affairs; and found himfelf not only 
calumniated by his ſteward, but ſpoiled likewiſe, 
and impoycriſhed ; his ſteward rich, and _ 
ing in a numerous I hicnſelf Pot. and 
but with one ſon. | 
Now nothing is more an eli 660 
ſe the generous and upright heart of Meppr- 
boſheth. diſtreſſed, ſunk, and uncaſy to the laſt 
(gre, 1 in this ſituation 5 and taking raſh. and 
ach 


1 


repining reſolutions, to baniſh himſetf from a 
country where he had found ſuch treatment; 
- and ſo put himſelf out of the power of calumny 
dt che future, And what could be more natu: 
ral, and, more confoling, under theſe .circum- 
ſtances, than for David to beg of him to forego, 
thoſe. raſh. reſolutions; to admoniſh him, that. 
if he bore his preſent low eſtate with, patience, 
and teſignation to the divine. will, he ſhould | 
ſogn ſes it bettered; to mind him, that the 
proſperity of the wicked was ſhort and tranſient; 
that he himſelf, had obſerved them flouriſhing 
like à green bay-tree, with a thouſand rich 
ſuckers riſing from its roots; yet their duration 
was ſhort, and their end deſtruction; that, on the 
contrary, the righteous are, the immediate. care 
of Divige providence, which would not fail to 
ſupport and deliver them from their enemies: 
to aſſure him at the ſame, time, of his o .- nm 
intire ubefabiion. in his innocence, and ſteady 
continuance. of his frticndſhip to him, in every 
exigency; and in what words could all this be 
conveyed more, ſtrongly, than in the ſeveral fol- 
lowing paſlages of this Pſalm ? Fret not thyjelf 
becauſe. f the ungodly ; for they ſhall Joon be. c; 
down like the graſs, Delight thou in the Lo 
and he ſhall gude thee thy heart's defire. . He fhal 


ana 8 1 
make thy righteouſneſs as clear as the light, and | 
thy juſt OY; as 25 noon-day. A ſmall thing 


that the rightegus hath, is better than great riches 
. of the ungodly. Hope thou in the Lord, and keep 
bis way, and he ſhall promote thee, that" thou ſhalt 

poſſeſs the land: when the ungodly ſhall periſh, a 
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2 Pit rhe 2 hy truft in the Lord, and & 
the land, and ubrily thou 
ee wrath, and ler go dife- 
a fret not # 4 0% halt thou be mated 
; evi The Lord knoweth the days of the 
godly,” and their ane ſhall” endure for 
ur s.. They flatl nor be tonfaunded in the 


. — time, __ rhe days of dearth t they 
foall have 
- $SUpPos PE Davits evaiblidions to Me- 
biboſberh, under the circumftances now laid 
Gown; and fappoſe the laſt-cired verſe his own 
r in favour of him (and imagination 
can apply them to none other, that we know 
of) whar can they mean tefs, than an exhorra- 
þ to faith, ttuſt, and confidence in Gov, 
rengthened with the king's owa declaration, 
— e was determined to ſupport Me phiboſheth 
in every danger; and to ſhare with him, to his 
laſt morſel of bread? ' | 
Tux ſacred hiſtorian next informs as; That, 
when David came to his houſe at Jera 
rook the ten women, whom he had left to keep the 
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houſe, and put them ce wr 35 them, but 
Went not in unto them: ſo iy Were up, to 
the day of their death, living in hood. 
—_ af, Kere Bft Mp remat 
90 . numerous, 1 Chron, viii. 
[ Is nm ge ſeems to fix the wry of ths Pſa, that it was 
hs age | * 
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TIuIs done, his firſt care was ro look after 
Sheba, and cruſh this rebellion in its infancy : 
to which pittpþoſe, finding rhis' a fir occaſion to 
tid himfelf of FoaFs iuſu e inſolence, tie 
commanded Amaſa (whoſe credit with the ſol- 
diety could only cottnterbalance that of oa 
to aſſemble an army with all poſſible difparch, 
r 
'Thar' David now depoſed Foab from the 
fuptetmeccommand of the army, and pur Amaſe, 
according ro promiſe, in his place, appears evi- 
_ dently, from this command, which he 
Amaſa upon his return to Jeraſalem, to aſſemble 
the whole rribe of Juzab there, within the 
de of three days, in order to cruſh the tebel- 
lion. Amaſa went immediately about it; but 
made not ſach diſpatch as David directed, hut 
dutſtayed the time appointed. This gave the 
king great diſquict, and filled him with 


henſions, that this delay might faffer Sheb7's 


rebellion to grow up into ſomething worſe than 
Abſalom's. To prevent which, he ordered” Abi- 
| hai to rake his own life-guard,' and ſuch other 
forces as were at hand, and inſtantly purſue that 
rebel. Accordingly, Abiſbai immediately aſ- 
ſembled the ¶ heret hites and Pelethites, and an- 
other body of forces, called Foab's men, and all 
the mighty men of war, (whom I rake to be 
David's worthies of their ſeveral orders) and 
went in purſuit of Sheba + and by the time he 
had reached the great ſtone at Gibeon, about two 
teagues northward from Feru/alem, Amaſa met 
them with ſach forces as he had gathered, and 

LIES | put 
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- Put: bimſelf at the head of the army. Joa, ſee- 
ing him there, was filled with rage and indig- 
nation yet diſſembled it ſo well, that he went 
WB, as others did, to. pay his reſpects to him; 
as, he walked. up to him, his ſword (whe- 
x 7 chance or deſign) hung from his belt in 
uch à manner, that it dropped out of the 
| heath: Foab took it up, and, approaching Ama/a 
(who perceived not what was in his hand) in all 
the civility of a friendly ſalutation, took him by 
the beard, and at the fame time ſtabbed him 
under the fifth rib, with ſuch a furions thruſt, 
that his bowels guſhed out, and he fell to the 
round. This done, Jab, without taking the 
leaſt notice of what had paſſed, put himſelf im- 
mediately in Amaſas place; and, with his bro- 
ther Abiſbai, purſued after Cheba; whilſt MA 
c 


his ſoldiers. ſtood by, Amaſas corple, and call 


out to the forces, as they came up, That all thoſe 
that favourcd Joah, and were for David, ſhould 
follow Joab. 

Tux men, as they came up, p © 4 Amaſa 
wallowing in his blood, were ſtruck with horror 
at the ſight, and ſtood til, gazing at it; which 
he who was directed to attend it oblerving, 
remoyed the corple from the high road, into an 
adjacent field; and, caſting a cloth over it, hid 
the ſad ſpectacle from the eyes of the ſoldiers. 
Which done, the people, without any further 
delay, followed Joab in purſuit of Sheba; who 
had paſſed through all the tribes. with all the 
diſpatch, he could, exciting them to rebellion 


where-ever he went; but at length, . 
if 
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ſelf hotly purſued, he took ſhelter in Abel. ma-. 
achah, a city between Libanus and Antilibanus, © 


north of Damaſtus. There all the Berites (pro- 


bably the inhabitants of Beeroth, who wete Ben- 


jamites) joined and ſupported him. Joab im- 
mediately laid ſiege to the city; and from the 
accounts we have of his digging a trench around 
it, and battering the walls, critics have, I think, 
fairly concluded, that the ſcience of beſieging 
cities with lines of citcumvallation and contra- 
vallation, (as they call them) and battering-en- 
gines, was much older than any account left us 
of this practice, in the hiſtory of the heathen 
world ; although Herodotus, lib. i. gives Har- 
pagus, Cyrus's general, the credit of having in- 
vented the lines now mentioned, and taken the 
city of Phocea, in 1onia, (the firſt city fo taken). 
by that invention; whereas the ſacred writer 
ſpeaks of one of thoſe lines, on occaſion of the 
ſiege of Abel, as of a thing familiar, and well 


known to his readers. | | 
As Foab preſſed the ſiege with all carneftneſs 
and diſpatch, a wiſe woman, from within, called 


cout, over the walls, and deſired to ſpeak with 


him, in all the modeſty and decency of language 


then in uſe. And, prefacing what ſhe had to 


ſay, with a ſhort account of the.reputation of 


wiſdom, in which that city antiently ſtood, ſhe 
covertly (as the text is generally underſtood) 
expoſtulated with him, upon the iniquity of 
going about to deſtroy an antient and venerable 
city of his nation, without firſt propoſiig terms 
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of ſubmiſſion to it; and offering peace upon 


— 
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acceptance of thoſe terms, as the law of Go 
expreſly directed to be done, even to an hoſtile 
and heathen city (Deut. x.). She urges, that 
her city was faithful and peaceable in Mfrael- 
Upon what pretence then could be engage in 
dieſllroying a city of that character? Was not this 
to deſtroy a mother city in Iyrael, and to ſwal- 
low up the inheritance of the LoxD? Her 
ſpeech ſeems marked with all the characters of 
wiſdom; cloſe, and clcar, and cogent; ſingu- 
larly emphatical, and moving; and ſuch as wall - 
3 the reputation of her city. 

I x is ſcarcely to be ſuppoſed, that ſhe e | 
* this parley otherwiſe than in concert wh 
the rulers of this city. And if fo, nothing ſurely 
could be managed with more addre, than their 
chuſing out a wiſe and yenerable matron to plead 
their cauſe. In the firſt place, her ſex and cha- 
racter intitled her to attention and reſpect, which, 
poſſibly, could not ſo well be ſecured to any 
rebel of the other ſex, with a man of Joad's 
rough and haughty fpirit. In the next place, 
they knew, that antient and honourable cities 
were wont to be conſidered under the characters 
of matrons, revered for virtue, and a numerous 
wellleducated offspring (and this way of :ſpcak- 

ing is familiar to all languages): Who then could 

be ſo proper a repreſentative of a city in diſtreſs, 

as a complaining matron *? This our venerable 
female advocate well erer and therefore Ir 


8 Both cities and countries, in diſtreſs, are bedr repre- 
ſented under the character of complaining matrons; both in the 


writings and medals of the antients. pp 


. 
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addreſſes all ſhe. had to ſay, in the perſon and 
ſtyle of her city: 1, peaceable and faithful in 

I tac. Thon ſreteſt to deſtroy a city, aud a no-. 
ther in Iſrael—Ihy wilt thou ſwallow up the 
mheritance of the. Lord? Upon which Joab, 
ſtrack with the horror of ſuch imputed cruelty, 

eagerly cries out Far be it, far be it from me, 
that I ſhould ſwallow up, or deſtray— He then 
added, that all he propoſed was, to chaſtile a 

rebel, Sheba the ſon of Bicbhri, who had taken 
ſanctuary in that city; and that, if he were deli- 
vercd' up, the ſiege ſhould immediately ccaſe, 
and the city be left unmoleſted. Upon the 
feeipt of this anſwer, the matron. went, in her 


> Wiſdom, (fays the text) and laid the matter ſo 


effectually before her people, that, to clear them- 
ſelves from the imputation of rebellion, they 
did more even than Fob deſired : they imme- 
diately ordercd. Sheba's head to be cut off, and 
thrown over the wall, to Jaab; who, upon ſee- 
ing it, commanded a retreat to be founded that 
inſtant, quitted the city, diſmiſſed his people to 
theit ſeveral homes, and returned to Jeruſalem, 
to the king; and returned with the weight of 
ſo much merit and popularity, as effectually 
covered his murder of 2 from all attempts 
ol inquiry or chaſtiſement. The crime (as Florus 
exprelles it) was within the glory: and not only 
fo, but reinſtated him, likewiſe, in the ſupreme. 
command over the army. e. 
Tus did it ſeem good to the Divine Wil-' 
dom, to permit Foad's unruly ambition, and 
impetuous cruelty; at one time, ſeparate from all 
"us | Ms.” | lenſe 
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ſenſe of duty, and, at another, joined to it, to 
puniſh the guilt of four notorious rebels *, in 
ſuece ſſion, with dreadful deaths! two of them, 

indecd, treacherous and ſudden; but all, in the 

retributions of Providence, judicial, and juſt. 

Henk ended Abſaloms rebellion, and She- 
5 which roſe from the ruins of it: but the 
conteſt between the ttibes, which occaſioned it, 
was hot, we may well imagine, yet intirely 
laid: and therefore David, as I apprehend, 
wrote and publiſhed the hundred and thirty- 
third P/a/m about this time, to compole it, It 
is one of the ſhorteſt of all his works, and con- 
fiſts but of four verſes : yet, ſhort as it is, con- 
tains an exhortation to unity, beginning in the 
prince, and diffuſed through the people, illu- 
ſtrated by two e 27 the moſt apt and beauti- 
ful that ever were imagined. Kingdoms are 
conſidered as bodies politic, of which the king 
is the head, and thę people, in their ſeveral ranks 
and orders, the parts and members. A fpirit 
of union beginning upon the prince, whoſe 
perſon is ſacred, is like oil poured upon the head 
of Aaron, which naturally deſcends, and ſpreads 
itſelf over all the parts of the Dody, and diffuſcs 


® Abies, Ablalow, Amaſa, and Sheba... : 

+ Behold how good and joyful a thing it is for brethren to well to- 
getber in unity. 

2. It 4s like the precious eintment upon the bead, that ran hi 
unto the beard, even unto Aaron's beard, and went down to the chirts 
of bis chathing. 

3. Like as the dew of Hermon, which fell upon the bill of Sion. 
4. For there the Lord e his bl-ffing, and life for ver- 


— beauty 
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beauty and fragrance over the whole, reaching . 
even to the skirts of the garment. Oil is, with- 
out queſtion, the fineſt emblem of union that 
ever was conceived! It is a ſubſtance conſiſting 
of very. ſmall parts, which yet by their mutual 
- adheſion, conſtitute one uniform, well united, 
and uſeful body. The ſacred oil carries the idea, 
and the advantage of union, yet further; which, 
being extracted from various ſpices, yet made up 
one well coheringand more valuable compound. 
The next image carries the exhortation to union, 
"_ the advantages of it, yer higher. 
'HERMON was the general name of one 
monotain, comprehending many leffer and 
lower hills, under the ſurround of a greater. 
Union, in any nation, is the gift of Gop; 
and therefore unity among brethren, beginning 
_ fromthe king, is like the dew of heaven, which, 
falling firſt upon the higher fammir of Hermon, 
(refreſhing, and enriching, where-ever it falls) 
naturally deſcends to Sion, a lower; and Fence, : 


even to the humble valleys. 


Stoxx was the centre of union to all the 


tribes: there Go p himſelf had promiſed his 
people reſt, and peace from "their enemies; 


which, however, were of little value without 


union and harmony among themſelves. 
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BOUT this time there aol a nde in 
| Fadea, which continued three years, It 

is very poſſible, that, for: the firſt year, Dævid 
might have aſcribed this calamity to Abſalom's 
rebellion; which, by diverting the people from 
their wonted induſtry, and cutting off many of 
their labouring hands, leſt the country for forme 
time uncultivated: the natural conſequence of 
- which Was, a ſcarcity of corn. But as this re- 
pellion was of ſhort continuance, and the fumine 
ſar outlaſted all the natural effects of it, David 
could not long helitatey* to aſeribe it to ſome 
other cauſe. But however, as he had, in the 
true ſpirit of a provident ruler, erected granarics 
and ſtore houſes, for proviſions of all Kinds, in 
all parts of his dominions *, and, by that means 

made ample proviſion fot the ſuſtenance of his 
Pe in any exigence that ſhou'd ariſe ; he 
This appears clearly from 1 Chron. xxvii. 25. Andover the 
fore. - houſes in the fields, in the cities, and in ibe villages, and in 


the caſtles, Was En > *. 
Was 


— 
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was the better enabled to bear this misfortune 
with equanimity, and intite reſignation to the 
All- ruling Will. Ang accordingly, whatever 
remedies or reliefs he might have fought for 


from natural cauſes, and private and public 
| ys. Almighty GoDp, he made no applica- 


ion for the extraordinary aid and interpoſition 
of Providence, till the third year: but in the 


third year, being well convinced, that the viſi- 
tation was judicial, he applied himſelf to the ſa- 


cred oracle of Go o, to learn the cauſe of this 
extraordinary and continued calamity ; and was 


anſwered, That it was for Saul, and his bloody 
houſe, becauſe he ſlew the Gibeonites. ' 


Tut hiſtory of the Gzbeonzres is well known: 
they were a remnant of the Amorztes (that aban- 
doned race, whom Gop, for their inſufferable 


| abominations, had devoted to deſtruction); who, 


ough they obtained a league for their lives and 


properties from the children of 1/aef by fraud; 
yet, forafmuch as Joh and the elders had 


confirmed it by oath, they thought themſelves 


bound to keep it; only tying them down to the 


ſervitude of ſupplying rhe tabernacle with wood 


and water for the public ſacrifices, and ſervice 
of thoſe who attended upon them. 
Tuis unhappy people, notwithſtanding it is 
5 Wis all hands, (from the tradition of the 


ews) that they had renounced their idolatry, 


and performed the other conditions of their co- 
venant, Saul ſought all occaſions to deſtroy: 
and did fo, to ſuch a degree of guilt, as drew 
down the divine judgment upon the land. 


, | Q 4 WHEN 


+2 crifice ſhould be made to juſtice, and the divine 


. 42 „ * 26 
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Wu David had learned the true cauſe of 
the public calamity, under which the land la- 
boured, and had been directed (as en in- 
forms us) to refer himſelf to the Cibeonites, for 
the meaſures that ſhould be taken to expiate 
the guilt ; he immediately ſent for that afflicted 
people, and asked them I bat ſbal! I do 
for you? And wherewith fall I make the atone- 
ment, that ye may bleſs the inheritance of the 

.. To this they anſwered, that they deſited no 
reparation of private damages, or revenge of in- 
juries; all they required, was, that a public ſa- 


vengeance inflicted upon the land. David then, 
purſuant to the inſtructions which he had re- 
ceived from God, deſired to be informed by 
them, what they would have done upon that 
occaſion. To which they replied, The man 
that conjumed us, and that deviſed againſt us, 
that wwe ſhould be deſtroyed from remaining in 
any of the coaſts of 1jrael, let ſeven men of his ſons 
be delivered unto us, and we will hang them up 
unto the Lord, in Gibeah of Saul, whom the Lord 
did chooſe, And the king ſaid, I will give them. 
But the king [pared Mephthoſbeth, the ſon of Jo- 
nathan, the ſon of Saul, becauſe of the Lard's oath 
that was between them, between David and Fa- 
nathan the ſon of Saul. But the king took the two 
ons of Rijpah, the daughter of diah, whom ſhe 
tare unto Saul, Armoni and e and the 
fueſous of Michael the daughter of Saul, whomſhe 
„ id | brought 
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| brought up * for Adriel, the ſon of BarZillai the 
Meolothite. And he delivered them intothe hands 


of the Gibeonites, and they "I them in the hill 
before the Lord: and they fel 


There is no queſtion but they choſe to have this 


execution in Gibeab of Saul, for the reaſons aſ- 


ſigned by Dr. Patrick; to make the puniſhment 
the more remarkable and ſhameful ; this being 
the city wherein he lived, both, before and af- 
ter he was king, But why theſe ſcven, were 
marked out, as victims to the divine vengeance, 
is not ſo caly to ſax. N 
Tat text immediately adds, that this was he 
beginning of ihe barley harveſt, viz: about March; 
ſo that the ſacriſice was made in the beginning 


of the third year, and the ſacred hiſtotian in- 


forms us, that they continued hanging in that 
condition, (a public monument of terror to guilt 


in the higheſt rank of men) until water dropped 


upon them from heaven: that is, until Go gave 
manifeſt tokens of his reconcilement, by ſend- 
ing gracious ſnowers to refreſh the land: which, 
in the opinion of the Hebrew doftors, was not 
until the enſuing October: an opinion well war- 
tanted by the text; which gives us to under- 
„ Tn the original it is bore: Thus Ayamenxes and Minelans, 
_ the children of Plifhenes, are (as | Euftathius ' obſerves) 
called the ſons of Atreus, who educated them; and Ruth's child 
is called a /on born to Naomi, who nurſed it {Ruth iv): as if edu- 


cation and nurture gave a right of parentage in the eſtimation of 
the antients. | | 
9 ſtand. 


all ſeven taget ber,, 
and were put ta death in the days of harveſt. 
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© Nang, that the bodies hung there till the flcſh 
| Kew neva the bones k. 

+ CoMMENTATORS: have juſtly oblerves iow 
veces that the hanging of theſe carcaſes, for ſo 
Jong a time, in the open air, could not be in 

conſequence of any command from David; be- 
cCuauſe it was an open violation of the law of 
God, Deut. xxi. 22, 23. which commanded, 
[that the carcaſes of all thoſe who were hanged, 
ſhould not remain even one night upon the 
-rree 5 but ſhould by all means be buried on the 
very day of execution. And the reaſon of the 

1 law, vis. Leſt the land be defiled; held firong in 
the preſent caſe 5 inaſmuch as the ſtench of ſo 
- many-carcaſes, for ſo long a time, in a malig- 
———— -and-in the very hotteſt ſeaſon of 
the year, might have added a peſtilence to the 
famine: a danger, which it is impoſſibſe to ima- 
gine David would deliberately deviſe, both 
-againft his people and himſelf ; and conſequent- 
y demonſtrates irſelf impoſed upon him by a 
ſuperior power: confuting all the little cavils 
of mean men, againſt the conduct of David, 
upon this occaſion; cavils, which are further 
- confurcd by the account left us Rizpab's ſin- 
- gular affc&tion for theſe unhappy victims. She 
ſpread a tent upon the rock on which they were 
executed, and kept a continual watch over their 
remains, night and day; ard ſuffered neither the 
" birds of the air to reſt on them by day, nor the 
'  beafts of the field by night. Whica when David 


Sam. xi. 13. And they gathered the bones of them that 


Gere ba nged. 
| heard , 


8 N = 
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heard, did he reſent this conduct, which might 
have been a natural means of propagating a peſti- 
jence? Quite otherwiſe: it fufficiently appeacs 
from his ſubſequent behaviour, that he rather 
emulated ity for he immediately went to 74 
beſh Gilead, and cauſed the bones of Saul and 
Jonathan to be removed from thence, and de- 
poſited, together wirh the bones of Saus ſeven = 
ſons, now executed, in the ſepulchre of K; 
himſelf attending them in petſon to the grave: as 
if Rirpab's kindueſs to the remains of theſe un- 
happy victims reproached his on long neglect 
of doing due honour to thoſe of fo excellent a 
man, and ſo valuable a friend, as Tonathan- 
Tux facred hiſtorian adds — Aud #hey per- 
formed all rhat the king commanded; and after 
that God was intreated for the land. This plain- 
ly implics, that Gop gave no ſigns of being ap- 
-pcaſed, until after the pertormance of theſe fu- 
neral rires: which grounds a rational belief, that 
theſe offices of humanity to the remains of the 
dead are highly acceptable in the ſight of Gon. 
And perhaps this very inſtance gave riſe to the 
religion of this duty in the heathen world. 
- ANOTHER inference is alſo obvious from 
this account of Go D's being intreated for the 
land, after the diſcharge of thoſe offices to the 
dead; via. that public devotions had been ap- 
pointed before this, to appeaſe the wrath of 
God, but proved ineffectual. The ſadie thing 
is alſo evident from Pſalm lxv. agreed on all 
hands to have been compoſed upon — ceaſing 
ol this calamity, ver. 1. Praiſe warteth for thee, 


I 
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O0 God in Sion, and unto thee, Jhall the wow & 


Pee. e 
A courier Women upon this ſacred 
hymn is not the work either of my province or 


genius and therefore I ſhall only obſerve, that 


the ſiwe laſt verſes of it are the moſt rapturous, 
truly poetic, and natural image of j . that ima- 

ination can form, or comprehend. -: _ FA 

Tit reader of taſte will ſee this, i in hens. 
pie tranſlation, ver. 9, cc. Thou bat wiſtted 
the earth, thou' madeſt it to covet; and hall en- 
 riched it. | The river of God is full of water. 

T pony provide them carn, berauſe thou haſt 
Prepared for'it. : Saturate * the furraws thereof, 
— ank coith ſhowers: melt it.— bleſt its 
forenging budo IN hon baſt erewned the yoar with | 
thy! ſi; and thy orbs ſhall drap dawn fatneſs; 
tbe paſtares of the wilderneſ Hull drop: the hills 
Hall exult, and be girded with 2 — He 
Falun bavt cloathed t hemſelues with cattle, the 
valley s have covered themſelves with corn. T. my 
Hall ſhout, yea, they ſhall ſing. | 
I reader will eaſily obſerve, that when the 

divine poet had ſeen the ſhowers: falling from 
heaven, and the Fordan overflowing his banks, 
all the conſequent bleflings were that moment 
-prefent to his quick Poetic ſig ight, and he pals | 
1 hb of 

Bur we mult quit this pleaſing Ge, and 
airs! ſomething as throughly diflaſteful and 
N N as this pr ey for: am now 
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called upon, in juſtice to my ſubject, to inform 
the reader, that Davids character, not only as an 
hero, but as a man of honour, and common 
honeſty, is violently aſſaulted by one * Thomas 
Chubb f, who imputes the death of Saus deſcend- 
"ants, procured by the Gibeonites, not to any com- 
mand of God, but to a plauſible pretext of Da- 
vid's, pretending ſuch command, to ger rid of 
Saul poſterity, his rivals in empire; blaſting 
David, at once, with the complicated imputa- 
tion of the baſeſt of lyars, hypoctites, and mur- 
derets! Murder of that family which he had 
twice 4 ſolemnly ſworn not to deſtroy; and this, 
at the very time, when the hand of Gop was 
heavy upon him and his people! Murder of 
that family, whoſe mur derers he deteſted and 
deſtroyed ! 3 hy 
Tus ſum of Mr. Chubb's reaſoning upon the 

int ſtands thus: | | 
Ir is inconſiſtent with equity, and with Gop's 
own declarations, to puniſh one man, and much 
more a whole nation, for the faults of another; 
therefote the. hiſtory, which tells us, that Goo 
puniſhed the children of Mael with famine, for 
the crime of Saul in ſlaying the Gibeonites, is 


. See Chubl's pamphlet, on occaſion of the oppoſition, to Dr. 
Rundle, &. p. 27, &c. 7 ** 37 hy 
+ Of whom I know no more than that the buſineſs of his 
whole life ſeems to be, to invalidate, to the utmoſt of his power, 
the credibility of the ſacred hiſtorians. | 
{ 1 Sam. xx. 15.,——xXxiv. 21, 22. Swear now therefore unto 
me, by the Lord, that thou wilt not cut off my ſeed after me; and 
that thou wilt not defiroy my name, out of my fathir*s bone. 
| © Hnd David ſware unto Saul. | 


in. A 


* 
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incredible: conſequently Gop's ſuppoſed anſwer, 
upon Davids inquiry concerning the cauſe of 
the famine, was a forgery of Davids. 
In anſwer to this charge, I own it inconſiſtent 


with equity, and with the divine declarations, 


to puniſh one man for the crimes of another, in 
which he had no ſhare But was this the caſe 
of the Iſtaelites, in the point before us? A can- 
did and good man would, methinks, be apt to 
doubt, and to hope, (and, it may be, Mr. Chubb 
did ſo) that it was not. The reader will judge 
for himſelf. | e 0 
Ir is evident from the ixth chapter of the 
book of Joſhua, that, when Joſbua and the princes 
made a league with the Gihtonites, the people 


were greatly offended with them . Whatever 


the pretences of this reſentment might be, (nor 
did they want ſuch as were plauſible enough) the 

true reaſon ſeems ſufficiently apparent; they 
were, · by this league, deprived of the lands and 


ſpoils of the Gibeonites. Did theſe reaſons ceaſe 
in the days of Saul? Or rather did they not ſtill 


ſubſiſt, and with more force, in proportion as 
the people of Iſrael, and their wants, increaſed, 
in a narrow land? Bur however this may be, why- 


did Saul ſlay them now? The text plainly faith, 
that he did it zz hs Zeal for the children of Iſrael 
and Judah (2 Sam. xxi. 2:). But the queſtion - 


ſtill returns, How could the deſtroying theſe 


„ Whoever will take the trouble to read this chapter, will 


Plainly ſee, that the people would have had this league broken : 


which Joſhua and the princes oppoſed z pleading the inviolable ohli- 
gation of the ſolemn oath with which it was ratified, 


1 
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dab? There is, to me, but one imaginable way 
how this could be done. The Gibeonites had 
one city in the tribe of Judab, and three in Ben- 

j amin: and when they were deſtroyed out of 
theſe cities, who could pretend any right to 
them, but Iyael (that is, Benjamin) and Judab? 
So that Saul deſtroyed the Gibeonites, as the 
kindeſt and moſt obliging thing he could do for 
his people. And are we to believe, that they 
decmed that deſtruction a kindneſs to them, if 

they were no way benefited by it? Or are we 
to doubt whether they themſelves were the in- 
ſtruments of this deſtruction? Was this kindneſs 
done them againſt their will? Or is there the 
leaſt colour to believe, that they, in any degree, 
remonſtrated againſt, or oppoſed, this procced- 

ing of their prince? as they had a right, nay, 
were nearly intereſted and obliged to do, as a 
nation bound to make good the public faith 
they had given, and ſworn to preſerve; the vio- 
lation of which might juſtly draw a curſe on 
them, and their land. And were the people 
innocent, either in this agency, or this omiſſion ? 
And if they ſuffered a famine for the ſlaughtet 
of the Gibeonites, did they ſuffer only for the fin 
of Saul? Or rather, were they ngt conſenting; 
- . aiding and abetting, were they not ſharers in is 
guilt? And is ir uncquitable, that they Thould 

_ alſo be ſufferers? Or did they ſuffer beyond rheir 
demerit? T he divine puniſhment of perjury is de- 
ſtruction, ſay the Twelve Tables T. I am in 

* Perjuris pana divina exitiun:. * 4, 
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that this candid author will, at 
3 reverence their deciſion; and if he doth, | 
I have ſome hopes, that we ſhall no more ſec the 
otacles of Gop and: his holy prophet reproached, 
and their veracity. exploded, goa! ſuch raſh __ 
ugſcarching ſurmiles. 

Bur however ſome greit ohiloſcpherl may 
allow themſelves in this triumph of their reaſon, 
and inſult upon facred truths; good Chriſtians 
will (I truſt in Gop) continue nevertheleſs in 
the humility! of believing the truth of the ſacred 
mae; will continue to believe the truly pious 
and noble ſpirit of David incapable. of ſo athe- 
- Iſtical, ſo murderous, ſo perjurious an hy pocriſy: 
and 1 will yet hope, bad as the world is, that 
there are few ſpirits in it ſo unbridled, and un- 
checked in their cenſures and ſuſpicions, as to 
believe this great man capable of ſo black; ſo 
8 ſo Machiavilian a villainy. 

Bksipks, if he were that helliſh villain, which 
| this calm and uncredulous philoſopher takes him 
to be, why did he ſtop here? why {lay only ſeven 
of Sau/'s deſcendants? why. did he not cut them 
all off from the face of the earth? But, above all, 
why did he cut off only collateral branches, and 
| ſpare all thoſe in the direct line of ſucceſſion to 
the throne? Why ſpared he the heir apparent to 
the crown, even when an accuſation of high 
treaſon was laid againſt him? Why ſpared he 

Mephiboſheth the ton of Jonathan, and Micah 
his —_— and his four ſons (whom. in all probabi - 
lity he lived to ſee)? And why did he not pre- 
vent, pethaps, the moſt numerous deſcent from | 

| 15 any 
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any one of the age he lived in? Wa 
1 Chrom. viii. 33. and following vetſes ), 


Bu r why ſhould Saus deſcendants lader fot | 


the ſins of theit fathers? Is not this conttary to 
God's own declaration? Exel. ævill. a0. The out 


1 


ty of the father, &c. 


guilt, inſtruments of his eruelty, and receivers 


of his mobbctics? Should! oy; e 50 _ 


niſnhed?ꝰ ©! 
- Coltnitnfarou „ who. have eaniſidercy 
22 are mightily,puzzled to know why 
s poſterity were not rathet puniſhed for his 
cruelty to the ptieſts of Gon, than to the Gibe- 
onites. But the anſwer to this is dbvious; his 
family refuſed to be the inſtrumeuts of his cru - 
elty in that maſſacre. This appears from 1 Jam. 
xii. 17, as. compared with ver. y. of the ſame 
Loans Erom the 17th and 18 ver. we learn, 
that 8578 ſervants refuſed to obey him in the 
ſlaughter of | the. prieſts; and that Doeg the 


tioner- And from the th verſe we learn, that 
theſe ſervants were of his own ſtock:-#®; and ſuck 


of it too as he ſeemed moſt ſolicitous to prefer, 


and to provide for. Then Saul ſaid unto his ſer- 


vants, that ſtood about him, Hear naw, ye Benja- 


mites: Willtheſonof Jeſſe ou 1 one en 


eee Bb . 
che Hebrew they are called. che fons of * emini, Who ſeems; from 
-1 Sam. ix. 1. to be a more immediate founder of Sau“ 's family; ſo 
E wana 


Vol. U. RR | field. 14 


5 * 
W 
” = 
* ; 


that frumeth it ſhall die, the fan fialineninanthe "8 
Bur 5 if Sauls family were ſharers in his 


Edomite (chief of his herdſmen) was the execu-—- 


UT 
4 


"OY 4. E n B. 4 
2 fields und wintevards, and make you captains of 

Ho ouſands;" and captains of hundreds? Thar is, 
55 m a 7e 1 Hare, and mean to do? 
Hils esptains, we here fee, were of his own 


' kindred; and whom can we preſume him ſo ſo- 


licitous to exalt to theſe ſtations, as his cn ſons 
and dſons? or whom elſe can we preſume 
him ſo ſolicitous to ſoppiy with fields and vine. 
87 

7 — * I deſire 2 know: How Saul could do 
this? He could not ſo much as purchaſe” the 
poſſeſſions of one tribe; and transfer them to 
nanother: much leſs could he transfer their lands 
by force. We know of no territories wreſted 
- from his enemies, to acrommodate his Benja- 
mmites. It is true he ſmote the Amalelites from 
Havuilab to bur (1 Jam vv. .); but it is no- 
where ſaid, that he took poffeſſion of their 
country, or that he took ſo much as one city 
_ from them; or, if he did, the country or city 
o raken muſt immediately become the pro- 

perty of that tribe, in whoſe tot that part of 
the Amalekite land lay; which moſt certainly 
was not Benjamin. But although it ſhould be 
allowed, that he took ſome cities from the Ama- 
lielitec, there is good reaſon to believe, that he 
j oſt more to the Philiſsines *, and poſſibly ſome 

. 1 er eee Nas 


% 0 
” 


® 1 Sam. xxx. | ei win the mes of ow, that were on 
:#he other fide of wallty, att they vhat <vere' on the: other fide 
'of Fordan, ſaw that the men of Igel fled, and that Saul and bi. 
fen were dead, . Nr . Phiki- 
{fir er ah 06 Oe 

.\ Upon 


2 
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son the whole, it it evident to a demon- 
ftratiod, that Sau had no poſſible” way of en- 
riching his ni | wy ** 1 _ 0 
yards, but by deſtroying a iſpoſſeſling thi 

Gibeonites, Apen therefore we are 2 
the mouth of Gob, that the plague ſent upon 
the people was for Saul and his bloody houſe, be- 
cauſe he flew the Gibeonites e, is it not evidetit, 
that it was ſent for their guilt, as well as his? 
And can we imagine, that this guilt of theirs 
could be any thing leſs, than that of being the 
inſtruments of his executions? It is plain, that 
they were his captains of hundreds, and captains 
of thouſands; and it is as plain, that, as ſuch, 
they muſt be the inſtruments of his crueltP* an 

if they were not, why are they called Sandy? 
They refuſed, indeed, to ones che priclts, 
at his command; bad as the Benjamites were, 
they had nor yet forgotten to fear. God, and ro 
reverence his prieſts. But is there the leaſt colout 


of reaſon to believe, that they were fo ſetupu- | 


lous with regard to the Gzbeonites? And if they 
were not, is thete leſs equity in Go D's deftroy- 
ing their ſons, for the ſins of their fathers, which 
they adopted and ſhared in, than there was in 
his deſifoying Jeboram, the ſon of Ahab, for 
that vineyard, which the father had cruelly and 
unjuſtly acquired, and the ſon as unjuſtly de- 


fained? And indeed there ſeems to be no ima- 


ginable reaſon, Saul, when he had deſtroyed 
the prieſts of Nob, ſhould, after that, deſtroy the 


rendered, abe flew. ber N 


R 2 inha- 


kee decent gf 34 


dene 5 hol but becauſe th 
| K all of 6 Is Gibeonites, ( 0 
8 e 170 an 


poker there. upon the Altar 
LOGO Wight become a . 
is ay be added, that chree of the Gi- 
Same Citics Jay: (as I. now. obſcrved) within the 
ſot of Rerianm *; and. haw:could & Faul fo con- 
venicntly. nel his tribe, "and his Fm?” as. by 
; 1 theſe pole ſſions ang 
Ayn now. * Lhymbly dent Was ful 
Fe, more. clearly, more naturally, and more 
circuimſlantially, than in any or all other _cycats, 
rougbout the hole hors of the Script ures, 
t prophecy of their facher „ concerning 
em, Cen. xlix, 27. enjamin ſhall raven as 4 
wi in the morning be Hall devour the prey, 
m the evening he all divide the ſpoil. And 
indeed what — be. a ſtronger or a clearer em- 
blem of a wolf tearing and ravaging an innocent 
flock of ſheep, ien Na deſtroying a quiet, fub- 
mitting, unoffending tace of Gibeonites, and, 
when © had done ſo, dividing their ſpoils among 
Kis 8 in the prey? It muſt be owned, that 
the pretext for doing ſo was hot unplaaſible, i in- 
aſmuch as theſe men were ſpated, contrary to 
tte expteſs command of Gob. And for whom 
do we think Saul was more ſolicitous to pro- 
Vide, out of theſe ſpoils, than his own fons by 
5 2 compared ith! chap. xvii. wer, 25» 26 
laren 
n Ab 7 27 F 


2 Cbepbirab, and  Beeroth, . and: ath- jearim, ii. 
e 25. Gibeon, and . and Benth, SA 2b. . Wi 


Aacpos 


1 
. 


IT wy ww 
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— Mer And this reaſoning isRitengrh 


. and, when both ene prieſts 
out of this city, who thens ene | 


Wey the Gibeonites were leben 


bitied "to deſtroy them: and he did s the 


deviſed to ſtrip them of all: and why he did ſo; 


5 abb 4vachbins and the children 4 | 
ened by 
reflecting, that Nob was in the tribe of Benjamin} 
and Gibeonites were 


in? 34 2 "|: 24 


poſſeſſion of it but 


they were left in poſſeſſion of their cities? ch 
ſufficiently appears from their ſending fo 
Cass: x.) to deliver them from the Amorire 
kings, who beſteged their capital; and had ch 


defired. Their * San! now 

that he deviſed to deſtroy remaineng in 
any of theres of N Sam, xxi, 5.) Can 
this complaint mean leſs, chan that Jan had 
taken af to ſtrip them of all their poſſeſ- 
fions? That he ſtripped them of one city; hath 
fully been ſhewn in the precediog part of this 
hiſtory : and their complaint now is, that he 


aint 


is, I believe, no longer a queſtion. 
How juſt are the judgments of Gop ! If Saul 
deſtroyed an innocent people to make proviſion 


for the offspring of a concubine, and the off- 
ſpring of a daughter, which ſhe bare in conſe- 


quence. of his own faith to David violated K, 
could any thing be more equal, than that this 


* Merab,-the mother of ge of theſe victims, was promiſed to 
David, upon a.ſolemn and public compact; the conditions of 


. which were fully performed on his fide, to the great ry and 
| fruriry of the fare: and then, in vriolurion of tat fem and 
Ss bs Da ch. xvii. ch. xvii. 


| AR | JE 


v7 ” 
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very iſſuc, chief agents of his cruelty, ſbould 
 now-be-called for, to make atonement. for that 


Lr hes find pe nt, and found 
their fame, in reviling the divine diſpenſations 
recorded in the Scriptures; be it ever my glory 
to reverence them ! to teverence them in the 
filence- of my cloſet, and to publiſh that reve- 


rencg to the world, (when the revilings of others 


provoke me to it) without any view to the 
wages either of vanity or wealth! | 
GI vn me leave to add, that when lee Same 


determines philoſophers, of the laſt and preſent 
age, purſuing the reputation of David, with as 


murderous an intent as Saul did his life, 1 cannot 
help imagining, that I hear this hero cry ing out 


to them, as he did to Saul, (1 Jam. xxiv. 12, 


755 .) The Lord judge between me and thee, and 
the Lord avenge me of thee—— As ſaithi the pro- 
verb of the anvient n oth pthc e en 

fly Wicks 5 | 


we @. 


* * *F %F a 


r . 


wa 3 03% © te,: 


. ale her Daves. 4 
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Das enters into aer Wears 325 Phi. 
liſtia. re concerning the. 
| Cauſe 0 them. De firf and laſt Eui- 

tion of the Eighteenth Pſalm (publiſhed, 
| . this Occaſion briefly compared. 


Digęreſſon, upon tbe Uſefulneſs of 5 


5 — 47 Manners. Daviv's 
laſt prophetic Words. A 2 C 


newly concerning bis Mortbiet. 


\HE hiflory of the famine, under the reign 
of David, is ſucceeded by a very thort 
account of a war with the Phil tines; or rathier + 
of four ſucceſſive wars: which ſeem to have 
laſted a conſiderable time, inaſmuch as they 
were not ended till after four pitched battles z- 
each of which concluded in Davids favour. 
Nor are any other particulars, related of them, 
but that a man of gigantic ſtature and ſtrength, 
fell on the fide of the Philiſtines, in each of 
them ; the laſt of whom had fx fingers on each 
hand, and ſix tocs on cach foot 25 and that, in 
in . : 

es of rhe 


„ Inſtances. of gigantic . 
lections of the commentators, on this, and other 
ſame nature: and Dr. Patris quotes Tavernier's r 
grand fignior's ſeraglio, page 95. wherein he tells 68, That the 
eldeſt ſon of the emperor of Java, who reigned in the year 1648, 
when he was in that iſland, bad fix fingers og each hand, and as 


many WRIT, * 
4 


5 


9 s B. 4. 


tte firſt of theſe battles David was in danger of 


of p 
- A 


being ſlain by bi. benub, the ſon of a giant, 
(Whether of EL ſome other, is nor 
known) had he not bens timely ſuecoured by 


Abiſtai, the ſon of Zexwiab; who ſmott and 


flew him. | The account leſt us of this matter 
by Joſephs is to this purpoſe: That David, 


k 45 pur the enemy to flight, and being fore- 


moſt, and carried too far in the 3 — 
uit, after ſome time, grew weary and fai 
ith che; fatigue: Which any 2 


0 ing, and being armed with an huge ſpear, (as 


Toſiphus telates) and girded with a new fword, 
as the text is underſtood): found that a fit occa 


ſion to aſſault the king; and had ſucceeded in his 


avis had not Abi/ſhat 


come ſraſonably to 
ids aid, and deſtroyed his adverſary, _ 

Tur apprehenſion of the king's danger 
ſtruck his people with great concern and con- 
ſternat ion; and they immediately bound them- 


ſelves by a ſolemn bath, never more to ſuffer 
him to hazard his perſon in battle; adding a 


reaſon, which ſufficiently. indicates their Re, 
m and eſteem of him; That thou 4 


| nor the light * of Iſtaei, teſt they ſhould be de- 
3 ptince r ee 


heit glory! 


Tu E cauſe or occaſion of theſe wars is no- 


_ where mentioned in the ſacred hiſtory ; but there 


zs a paſſage, 2.Sar, xv. 18. 19, Sc. on which to 


Found ene —_— e the origin 


* * N * * 
, 
, * 
* 


f 
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them; And all his ſervants paſſed on beſide 
25 and all the Cherethites, and all the Pele- 
thites, and all the Gittites ſix hundred menwhich. 
came after him from Gaih, paſſed on before the 
king. Then, ſaid tbe king to Ittai the Gittite, 
Wherefore toef thou alſo with us? Return to thy 
place, and abide with the king: for thou art @ 
ſtranger, and alſo an exile —whertas thou cameſt 
but yeſterday, &c. And Ittai the Gittite paſſed 
over, and all his nen. From whence it 
that I tai, an exile from Gath, arrived at Feru/a- 
lem, with all his men, the yery eve of David's flight 
before his ſon Abſalom. From whence I conjec 
ture, that the Philiſtines, hearing of Ab/alom's re- 
bellion, took that opportunity to ſhake off the 
TIſfraelite yoke; and to that purpoſe drove out all 
the friends and favourers of Davids government 
over them; and, among the reſt, fat and his 
followersz who arrived very providentially at 
.d to ſupport David in the extremity of 
is diſtreſs. And, as this revolt of Philiſtia was 
ſucceeded by a long famine in Davids domi- 
nions, we could not reaſonably expect to hear 
ot any meaſures taken by that prince to chaſtiſe 
that revolt, till after the ceaſing of thiscalamity z 
and then we immediately hear of the wars now 
recounted. | TIE FE 24d 
+ Warn theſe wars were happily ended, and 
David was in perfect peace, both at home and 
abroad, and in à fair proſpect of continuing ſa 
r the reſt of his life, he then reviſed and pub- 
| liſhed the laſt edition of the cightecath Pſa/m ; 
hich contains a ſummary of Goy's ſignal mer- 
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cies and deliverances wrought for him; with 
ſuch an overflowing of gratitude for the divine 

to him, as infinitely ſurpaſſes all other 
compoſitions of all other men, upon'this head, 
And, what is very ſingular, and I hope not un - 
worthy the reader's notice, he hath found the 
ſecret of moſt effectually pe 


uating his o. n 
raiſe, by perpetuating that of his Maker; whilſt . 


e labours to make the praiſcs of God glorious, 
he makes his own eminent, above all other 
mortals! A ſingle inſtance will evince this: 
We never ſhould have known, that David was 
the ſwifteſt and the ſtrongeſt of all mankind, if 
his own thankſgivings had not told us ſo; if he 
had not blefſed' Gop' for giving him the ſwift- 
neſs of the hart, and the ſtrength to break a bow 
of ſteel. ds | a | ITY © OR + 2h 
Tas critical reader will, I hope, not deem 
it beneath his curioſity, to ſec a few paſſages 
in this P/abm, publiſhed in Davids youth, com- 
pared with the correQiong of his more advanced 
years: the firſt, as they are found in the book 
of Pſalms ; and the laſt, as they are publiſhed in 
the twenty-ſecond chapter of the ſecond book 
JJ OOO Tn 


PsALMs | SAMUEL, 
"Ver. 1. J will| Vn. 2. The Lor 
love thee, O Lord, my | is my Rock, and my 
Strength. 2. The Lord | Fortreſs, and my Deli. 
is my Rock, and my | verer; 3 .The God of 
Fortreſs, an dmy De- my rock, in him will I 
liverer; my God, my" truſt; he is my Shield, 

Lib, and 


/ 


Strength, in ubm © 
will truſts, my Bucklyr, 
and the Horn of my jat- 
pation; my high Tou- 
er. g. The ſorrows of 
death compaſſed me, 
and the floods of the un 


, 
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and the Horn of my ſal. 
vat ion, y bigh Tower, 


From violence. 5. When 
ebe weaver | death 

me, the floods: 
of the. ungodly men 


godly men made me 


Image me afraid, 


E yr RY eye will diſcern to what infaite ad- 


vantage this expreſſion, The ſorrows of death, is 
changed into The waves of 
be a finer emblem of an hoſt of men, in their 
ſeveral ranks, than the wayes of the ſea, ſuc- 
cceding one another in their natural. order. 


Ang, when we conſider them preſſing forward 


death. Nothing can 


to the deſtruction of their adyerſaries, they may 


very properly be termed waves of death, 


PSALMS, 
"Ver. 7. Then the 
earth ſbook and trem- 
bled, the foundations 
alſo of the hills moved, 
and were ſhaken, becauſe 


- 


SAMUEL. .. 
VER. 8. Then the 
earth __ 
bled, the foundations of 


heaven moved and. 


he was wroth. 


/book, becauſe he was 
uro. 


TAE hills, ſhaking from the foundation at 


the wrath of Gg p, is 


e As his ee wars 20m Wap his greats thei; N 
exaggerated, and makes new efforts to exert itſelf, 
Iden grery des, that would expreſs it, ſeems exhauſted. — — 


as it were; 


a noble idea: but the 


form 


and trem- 


and my Refuge, m 


WP 45 n Aecourt „ 8 4 
fon tations" of Heaven, ſhaking at it, is a much 
 nbbler! The thoight too is frictly juſt ; for as 
tir oye: —_ is toſſed to and - fro, in 
_ heayens muſt alſo appar to 
him robe agirate in the ſame manner "OG 
> Apruovcy Davids main roſe ON 

nung theſe divine hymns, 3 
ſuited muſic, and ſinging them in N * 
worſhip of Go, was, to publiſh to the Whole 
_ world his endleſs gratitude, for the various and 
wonderful mercies of Goo, beftowed upon 

dim; yet had he a further, and, if poſſible, a 
nobler purpoſe, in this conduct; I mean, to 
| true teligion throughout every part of 
his dominions; to inſpire the heatts of his peopte 
with a trut and lively ſenſe of gratitude to Gon, 
their Behefactor, Protector, and Saviour, as vel . 
as his. David well knew, that true gratitude 
to Gop is rhe fureſt ſource of true religion, and 
every duty injoined by it; and when it is 
poured out nf e bleſſings, in Which all 


partake, naturally mixes with every ſocial affec- 

; — and blends them, as it were, into its own, 
being; and by this means becomes the very 

| beſt bond of a Add therefore David, by 
perpetually po the praifes of Gob, in 
the moſt exalted and 22 compoſitions, and 
taking all occaſions to recount his endleſs mer- 
and deliverances wrought” for his people 
the beginning, took the moſt effectuat 
means to fill their hearts with gratitude to their 
great Benefactor; and, in conſequenee of that, 


10 render them religiouſly obſer vant of his laws; 
7: mY 
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to render them humans, fi friendly, and affeRti, 


eto on 
t aurifal to their 5 55 
he ang 


6 ane moſt , 9 . 
ye left many encomiums, upon 
muſic and Wa 1 8 


patate and joint power of 
wards ſoſtening, civilizing, and mend 
05 of APES 4 ya, the candid ar 
Will, I am ſure, D not 1 
tranſcribing a . e to this 


Rollin, onc of The mol polite, * col _ 


Authors of this or any 1 ns Sr 


Ba and of mankind! vol. 5 of 
Hiſtory, p 23» 324+ Hoſe wes cur 
n0 leſs application and ſucceſs. The ant ienis 6 
cribed 2 effetts to it. be lie ned it 
very proper to calm the palſi lens, ſoften the man- 
mers, and even humanize people naturally jay 
and barbaroas.. Polybius, 4 graue and {erious H 
 Torian, and who is certainly worthy of belief, at- 
tributes the extreme difference between two pea- 
ple of Arcadia, the one infinitely beloved 2 
2 for the elegance of their manners, their 
lent inclinat ions, humanity to ſtramger s, a 
ety to the gods; the ot her, an the contrary gener. 
2 7% el and hated for their malignity, bratd- 
ay , and irreli 277 Poly bius, L/ay, iris 7777 
777 Audy of muſic ¶ mean, ſays hehe 
true and noble muſic)culrivated with care by 4/ 
one, and abſolutely neglected by the other 
I x ſuch hays. been the effects of the —— 
ſeparate power of noble muſic, what might — 
de : hoped from it, vow ir is büilt upon, and 


C L -_ 
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7 by, the nobleſt, the ſablimeſt, 1 
heavenly ſtrains of divine poetry, by which 


| the world was ever dclighte 1 0 informed, or 


amended! And ſuch, beyond controverſy, or 
pretence of à rational dou , Ate the facred 
at Pfams or David,” © © 
pine places this A en in the front 
of Hieros character: That he took a noble de- 
Ught in the moſt exquiſite ſtrokes and perform- 
- ances of poetry and muſic. © Could he have 
Added to this, that he had à maſtery over all 
mortals, in the compoſition of both; and crowned 
a, by the application of both tg their nobleſt 
ends and uſes; the inſpiring of true piety and vit- 
tue into the hearts of men, and celebrating. the 
= of Go; | recounting the Works and 
naders of his providence, and infinite mercics 
=” mankind ; how” nobly had his character been 
leted! how had it been, at once, exalted 
aud unrivalled! The chinking reader will cafily 
"atisfy himſelf, that this glory, Which Pindar 
could not confer upon Hiero, David hath, moſt 
unſelfiſbly, and without the leaſt faint or view 
of vanity, ſecured to himſelf. 

Arx David's laſt revifal and edition oe; the 
eighteenth Pſalm, now tecounted, the ſacred 
hiſtorian gives us to underſtand, that the" laſt 
words which he ſpake, and committed to Write- 


2 Ing 28 a prophet, are thoſe which ge 
folla 


follaw this P/z/m, in the ſecond book of Samuel, 
chap. xxiii. And indeed it is of vaſt importance 


rot the faithful, that they arc committed to write · 


ing; 


01 
1 "We 
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ing; | becauſe he there ex preſly declares, That 
rhe Spirit of Gud ſhake by bins." Ea S209 
Tux laſt words of great men, ſolemnly de- 
livered, and upon points of great importance, 
have always been thought worthy of —— 
regard; and 'have accordingly” been 
recorded: and therefore theſe of ſo great 
— rophet as David, will not, I — be 
ed unworthy the regard of the moſt incu- 
| 2 reader; eſpecially as they will not take up 
much more than one minute of his time. 
Nou theſe be the laſt words of David: D 
vid the ſow of Jeſſe aid, and the man who was 
raiſed up on high, the anomted of the God 4 Th 
cob, and the ſweet pſalmiſt of Tac aid; The 
Spirit of the Lord ſpake by me, and his word was 
in my tongue. The God of Tfrael ſaid, the: Rock 
| of Iſrael ſpake unto me, He that ruleth over men 
muſt be juſt, ruling in the fear of God: and be 
hall be as the light of the morning, when the ſun 
729 5 even a morning —_ _— go — 
graſs ſpringing out eart 'C 
Mining — 3 houſe be not jo 
evith God; yet he hath made wth me an ever- 
laſting covenant, ordered in all things, and ſure: 
fer this is all my 2 and 40 my defire, 
ait he make it not 10 
But the ſons of Belial all be be all of Mow as 
thorns thruſt away, becauſe they cannot be taken 
. with hands; but the man that ſhall touch them, 
. muſt be fenced with iron, and the ſtaff of a 
ſpear : and they ſhall be utterly __ with fire 
mn: 1 ſame place. 


How 


, * 


6% 3 B. 4A. 


„ e eee. 
office is this! to-ecolle& Gov's — 
aul blaſſiags beſtowed upon him His exalta- 
tian to goyalty, from a lo eſtate! and his gifts 
- of praphecy, poetry, and harmony! his ſpecial 
ebomand- to him 6 a king, and his eternal 
ena with him and his feed!) The continu- 
nac of his tempatal kingdom, but with no 
incrtaſe of grandeur, in his poſterity]! Their 
ſuts ſalvation and protection, whilſt they con- 
— — with their father! 
ani the final reprobation 
wicked and, above. all, that bleffed and per- 
N apoio ere 
"the Lord ſpoke by him, and bis word was in 
tongue! Thus ſcaling the truth and cettainty 
offiibidivine"inſpirarian, and in conſequence of 
that, the Lacred authority of n to end- 


Inn follows: the able axtalogue of Da: 
n the nobleſt and moſt truly re- 
_ nowned of all antiquity; inaſmuch as there is 
teaſon to believe, that any act of notorious guilt 
excluded from it: for why, otherwiſe, ſo great 
aà captain, and fo brave a man, as Jaab, ſhould 
be leſt out of that liſt, when his two brothers, 
and even his armour bearer, are included in it, 
own. 1 cannot comprehend. And this con- 
jecture is, I think, ſtrengthened by obſerving 
ſeyveral names in the liſt of theſe worthies, 
2 Sam. xxiii. left out in the fubſequent liſt, 
1 Chron. xi. and a good many other names added 
in this later liſt. From 3 = 


5 


and deſtruſtion of the 


R 4 he Life if King EY 457 


ſome of the worthies in the firſt; liſt, had _ "fs 


names raſed out, on acecount of: ſome ſubſequen 
demerit; after the authots of enn a. 
bon n mal ee 2 
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Dam Numbering of the Pole 2 
eee Plague which enſued.” - i 


* 


[x 
"HE: people of Iſrael were ſcarcely reco- 
I vered from the calamity of that fa- 
mine, which infeſted them for three years, 
when they were viſited by another chaſtjſement, 
— apparently more fatal; although of a very ſhort 


continuance: a peſtilence of three days; occa- 


fioned by the king's numbering of the people. 


Tut "moſt rational account of the matter is 


this: Gop had given them a command, by Mo- 
| et, ub xx. that when they took the ſum of 
the people, after their number, every man ſo 
numbered,” from twenty years old and upwards, 
ſhould pay half a ſhekel to the ſanctuary, as a 
_ ranſom for his ſoul to Gon; under the penalty 


of a plague,” to enſue the negleſt of ſuch pay- 


ment: and accordingly that payment was made, 
- when. they were numbered, X06, XXxviii. 24 *. 
(188; Ut 30 045 i ani e tr hed tn Bog? $8 8 

* I Fo n, An 87 ** nn * eee And 
bee 51 


tis bs ohjected, 33 two. other 3 


_ tioned in the Bible, Namb. I. and Namb. Xxvi. without the men · 
tion of any payment to the ſanctuary; I anſwer, That there is in- 


* deed no expreſs 
Yar II. 
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| = ſurely ol rationatiand. religious cp. 
hs wes, indie jcating, that their lives were 
ſins, to Gon: who, in mercy, 
N a ſmall ranſom for them hut an equal 
gde ſor the lives of the higheſt and the loweſt 
amongſt them, "inaſmuch a3 they were all of 


Fan value 40 Rigs ſight, wirh when there is 10 


reptaner of perſons. 
BAV, ably from an impulſe of 
1 n ſtrength of his 


kingdom, which he WR judged to conſi t 


mort in che numbers. of val iant men, 
-  thic extent of empire, orderodꝭ the ſum of 5 

| people toi be taken, from tuenty years, ola 4 
award; without.ordering the Mo/qec tanſom to 

be paid: for which. reaſom a plague immediately 
onſued, which deſtroyed. ſeventy thguſand of 
them, within the tima determined by. the gro. 
Phet. And indeed, as; the people wert now 
more ſignally bleſſed by, Go chan at any; time, 
_ Wh: neglect ol pay ing this tripute to their great 
gn. undet whoſo protectiqn they. were 
iS — raiſed to wealth, and 
over their enemies, becama ware odjouſly, in- 
famous and ungrateſul. Aud it, ig to me un- 
agccountabl h afggiching, how Pœuid could be 
— biought re but in truth hed more; 
. e i 4; „ te l. tale, 
the children of Iſrael did according to A the Lord com- 

' handed Ne. And in Numb. xxvi, 4. they ary commanded to 
4 Wt ne out 1977” 67 yl greg 
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Auch t dctreaſe vu? Wonder, David injoincd, | 
and. oub reæmonſtrated again i remhonſtratel 
agil ir, not omy with fine addreß, bur with 
*# finite of trüe -religion, His adarefs is ſeen 
1 Sat; *xiv. 3. fof, when David gave him bis 
-eotfiifiand; to go through all the tribe? of Ifradl, 
*and"1imbvr the people ab ſail unto the Rink, 
Netw Je Lord 2 add unto the people ſ hot 
MO they 3 an — — ami that 
e hon e e eit: but 19hy 

2 Hurd the king tin * thing L — 
the religioit of wy 267 is leen — What is 
added, 1 Cron xi; one Why doth my lord Peiitive 
 thirtbing 7 Why wilt he be a cuaſ of irefpaſ7to 
Ifrabl But David was ſo bent upon tlie pu- 
poſe, that nothing could diſſuade Him from it. 
And? Forts; and the captaitis of the hoſt; were 
immediately diſparched ts execute it; and te- 
turned not to Jernſalem till dhe end of nige 
months and twenty days; and even then returned 
- withoue acedniptiſhing their purpoſes for Zu 
and Buujumm were nöt taken intò the coniph- 
tatlot: For (fas the tet) rhe Ef word d, 
ußbminuble avito Job. Beſides, as GO had 
miſed to multiply them as the ſtars of heaven, 
" arte chte fands of the fea, they thought it Impious, 
ſo mobel as t attempt ati era computativir of Fi 
n Schere and ages amongſt tied! n . 
Turn ate two returns left us bf this num- 
A | beige ohe 2 Sat; iy: and theerket 1. Chr on. 
; Winch differ coniſſderabty from one an- 
| 5 in kelatlon to tie men of T7 aels_ 
; Which, 
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(260 n Hiſtorical: Account f B. 4. 
Which, in the: firſt, are returned but eight hun- 
wo .Ared thouſand 3: but, in the laſt, eleven hundred 
1 But 1 think . attendance to 
hithe texts, and to the nature of the thing, 
"will eaſily reconcile them. The matter ap 
to me thus: Joab, who reſolved, from the be- 
ginning, not to number the whole of the people, 
‚ but who, at the ſame time, wiſhed to ſhew his 
bon tribe in the beſt light, and make their num- 
5 ber as conſiderable as he could, numbered every 
man amongſt them, from twenty years old and 
| +upwards,. and fo returned them to be five hun · 
dred thouſand: but in 1/rae/ he only made a 
return of ſuch men as were exerciſed and proved 
ein arms; and therefore the number of perſous 
above twenty years a: is leſs in his n 
(27am. xxiv. ot IT | 
2 Tg reader will beſt judge, whether. 
- letrer-of the texts dotifnor juſtify this . | 
that of 2 Sam, xxiv. ſtands thus; And there 4 15 
' dſrael eight hundred thouſand valiant men, that 
. drew tbe. ſword and the men of Judah (not 
the men of tried valour only, but the whole) were 
ue hundredthouſand men: whereas the acepunt 
we have of this matter in 1 Chron. xxi. ſtands 
thus: And ali tbey 77 Iſrael were a thouſand thou- 
and, and an hundred thouſand men, that drew 
ord: and Judah four hundred threeſtore and 
ten thouſand men that drew ſtvord. In aword, 
in 2 Sam xkiy. 9. the whole of Judah. is re- 
ned, and 2 the men of proved valour in 
© > In 1 Chron, xxi. 5. the Whole of Hrael 
15 OPT: e but * all is not 
c 
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cxpreſly poſed to thoſe of Judab; and there- - 


fore poſſibly the men of tried valour in that 
tribe are only included in that return: and; if 
ſo, the returns muſt of neceſſity be yery dif+.. 
ferent, Indeed it ſeems to me as if all the ſacred 
Writers were upon their guard againſt Oy n g 
exact tetunn. 

How unſtable are all haman purpoſes and. 
purſuits+ David, - whoſe heart was ſo lately ſet 


upon numbering the people, ſees his guilt, and 5 


repents his purpoſe, the moment it was finiſned: 


that heart Which was ſo lately dilated with 1 


vanity *, now ſhrinks into nn kein 
rence, I 


IT is eres bete Gid of 3 ns”: 4 


the next day after the battle of Leuctra, he was 
1 remarkably ſad. and. dejected; and being 
the reaſon, anſwered, I yeſterday ſuffered 
If to be too much elated with vanity, and 
I am mortifyivg for it today. This ſeems to. 
have been pretty much the caſe f David; 


whoſe vain heart now xrecoils, with dreadful 


pangs, upon his breaſt. And Dauid s heart 
ſiote him, (ſays the text) after that he bad num 


bered the 46 00h 
Thave /inuedgreatlyinthat Ihave done; and now 


\ T beſeech thee, O Lord, take away the iniquity of, 


why wage: ; for T have done he's [000 Yo. 
* — why this abe iv lays 
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: and David ſaid unta the Lord, 7 


OE of 0 
Es eee | Giid,” David's cer: 
fa und him the next morning, when he e 
to denne the divine vengeance upon bie 
gullt; and t ſhew him, and the world, thar 
the vengeanee he came no to denounce, cod 3 
| be no caſual calamity, nor the effect of any 
natural cauſe, be gave him his choice of three 
evils ; one of which muſt immediately be in. 
fliffed upon im: Shall fewer” years Frey" 9 
coli unito thee in 1 477 Or wilt | 
3 22 months 1 thine enemies, while "wg ! 


Po 1 vo tee] Or that there bethree days peftlitence * 


5 orien 


"in thy land? Now, adviſt; aud ſee what anſwer 
7 ſhall return to Him. that [ent me, To theſe 

dreadful and diſtracting alternatives, Navid made 
this truly heroie and religious reply: D * 
. for 
falt now intothe hand of Lord. (i His 
ind ler unt not. full into the handof : 
mh. Rad he choſen eithef war or famitng; his 1 | 
al dd is power had eafily ſecured himſeff 
ly froth any imminemt danger of either: 

or im tiis confined his Heroifor, that he choſe 

tier evil, which he kimſclFriſqued, in common 
With his mexiieſ ſabjea: WOE SK 7 4.385 e \ Fa 12 

_ Tax" event was immediately atiſwerable to |. 
the choie 1 + plague ane enſued; aug dog. 
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* Tant here oblere an egregon 8 our Legi tranſ- 
lation:: which gives vs chend, that Downd's penitence was 
the eſſest of Gags — 0 Bs (n the! text) wha Dawg me - 
in the morning, the word of the Lord came unto the Gas, 

Bt en ſabing, Go, and fay unto David, Ce. hereas the 

| which is tranſlated For, ſhould In ys and it is 


* „ 


filed themſelves in a moſt ſolemn and public 


Bf . Kin bare, hs 
tinged x6 the time 3 Which 
iff that very ſhort · ſpaer , ſeventy thduſand 
from Dam to Bare - 4 calamity! which 
5 50 parallet, in the. whole compaß of tiftory. 2 
Dies, deepiy Afflicted and e 
kus heavy chaſtifement, aſſembied the elders of 


Dae and all of them, cloathed in fackctorhj 


chanuer before Gop 3 imploring his meren, and 
dl ug his vengeance) And; whillt' they = 
Were in this condition,” David, tifting up His 
eyes to Goh, ſawthe angel of tb Lori 
berween tht earth dd 36s heaven; 'bavying ' 
Aruteis fiword im his hand, retrhol vat over Fr 
ran. Upon theſigtittor which, David; and 
all his attending elders; fell upon heir faces, to 
the earth 5 and David ctied but to G o, Is i} 
not T that commanded the people to bt numbered? 
Even I it is that buut ſinned; and done evil mp 
Herd. "But for theſt ſbrp, What have they dint? 
Ler hint hand, Fpray thee,” O Lor my Bod, 1 
oñ n. eee 1 FOOT 8.1.00 
people, that they ſho 
70 RIS e On 9 25 ebm r 94 
pr nw ſofcened the divine Wrat 
veance.” And the Loyd ſaiu r 0 7h 
We? A troajed the pepe, It if en; 
py 755 not thine hand. And the place where the 
abengiug angel wis Rald, Was over the , 
ing -A of Araunab the Zebufte. 
„Inn the angel of the; 3 
Gad, infant) t6 order 2 
= an altar to Gap in t 
FF”. S4 


% 


264 1 . 4 
2 the Jebuſite. David immediately 


Hor ſignifying to him, at the ſame time, 
2 reaſon Why he deſired to purchaſe it: the 
truth of which Araunah himſelf muſt eaſily be 
| ſatisfied. of, inaſmuch as he alſo, with his four 
ſons, had ſeen the deſtroying; angel, aud hid 
themſcives in terror of the fight, And there - 
fote David had no ſooner made the propoſal, 
but the generous Araunah replied, with a ready 
offer of every thing he wanted; land, oxen for 
ſliactiſice, and threſhing inſtruments for fuel, and 
the wheat for the meat offering, without any 
price or. purchace. But this David abſolutely 


tefuſed; declaring, that he would buy every 


thing at the full price; and that he would not 
ſacrifice to God of that which coſt him nothing: 

aud accordingly he bought the place fot ſix hun · 
dred ſhekels of gold; and the oxen for fifty ſhekels 
of ſilvet a. An David built there an altar 
unto the Lord, and offered burnt-offerings ane 
 Jracy-offerings, and. called upon the Lora, and 


0 difcaley hach_ been. raiſe. n th ticles of this 
yes to me, ſufficiently | * e "of 2 Sam. 


what ; and, then immediately add, my 
of filper - Now, it is but ſuppoſing ſuch op pl 
word. der, as ſhews it to be u ſentence Aden fr from what => any 


a tell us, that David bough? p being oe bat do not ſay 
x” 


or ſuppoſing the following clauſe to be included in a parentheſis a 


Conſtruction which muſt be ſuppoſed in all other writings, in a 
thouſand inſtances) ; and the mattef is clear of all difficulty. And 


R. .be NG is ſufficiently evident 
ds me from 1 Chron xxi. 25, where the ren e ee won: 


exprelly ſet down to be kx hundred the old, wi ut en 
eee 2 0 265 8 Wer 
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yed, and treated with Araunah for the threſh- by 


oy be anſwered him from heaven by. e upon the al- 


Bs th Life of Kog Davin, 8 


tar of „ and the Plague een 
um Iſtae 
by oa criminal this numberiag was in 
3 are three points of i importance: 
elcar from it. 

. Tas firſt is, the fi zonal completion of Gs 
promiſe. to Abraham, of multiplying his ſeed, as „ 
the ſands of the ſeas inaſmuch as the multitudes: - 
of men, comprehended within the narrow limits 

Judæa, even at this time, appears from this 
numeration to be great beyond all compariſon,” 
although eonfeſſedly leſs . than Apa | 

ſome ſucceeding reigns. 8 
Tu ſecond is, that it appears Sas the *- N 
counts left us of this matter, that all the cities 
of the Canaanite coaſt, and particularly Sidon, 
and the ſtrong hold of Tyre, were under. the 
dominion of David. But this 1 apprehend: 
could only be the antient Tyre, or Palm 
inafmuch as Hiram, who lived in friendſhip 
both with David and Solomon, was king of the 
other Tyre: which, from a. letter of his to. - 
lomon, quoted by Yoſt ephus, appears to have been 
ſituate in an iſland ( Aurig. . viii. c. 2). But 
. 85 however, no way infers the king of that 

Tyre not to haye 0 tributary, both to Davia 
ks Solomon. as I apprehend be was, from 
calling both David and Solomon his lord, 
melt and people Solomon's ſervants, 2 Chron. 
ij, 14, 15. Or, if he were 8 domi - 
nion over Zidon 4 will go a great way to- 
Wards eee or thoſe treaſures, 

immenſe 
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- ke remotc>t antiquity, one of the grearell ni 
8 ef the*wend, which engroſſed a great Was e 
8 1 = . and tit whith,” and te 2 


3 . veins 2 its richeſt mines, then in thei 5 Het, 
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2 E : 5 'E which fene men {6- eagerly fe 
_” . from ſome parts of his biterp; II cofi 
=. a; and of confequener little“ Cer Be 


= Jt KY 8 ww as ve learn fro this trahfadtion;”t 
3 Se his keſentment en 11 7 
ed Anm, ating; in 
75 al and prop wii Kae "and 
5Y | Es thy in auc plenty. 
. . © pb le were puniſned 
: 2 guilt of thefr ptince f L anſwer,” (beſides 
een on obſervatidn, ee e, ths 
- the ſentiwents of #'s Com- 
mee on this part of 5 be ale That 
Either 1 nor the G $ 3 Js | 
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religion, and protector "of. 
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ths — r bab 


the church of GoDy and (if ak © fl —_ 


_ reigned in his hetion, 1 now rkigneth in ours) 
ſuch a ſum of money, as this tax would have 


|  brooghrinro the nAuary, could not fallge by 72 | 
raiſed en high outcry of bigotry, and pricfice 


agunſt hin: and ſo he ſuffered the people c 


SS” rather than let the ann 1 
; r 
- "I SHALL only add, that the nigety-firſt 2 
ſeems evidentiy to have boch titten dy | 
i CODER OTA of his deliverance fron | 
public calamity. That ſignal protection of Di-' 
vice Providenet, which he had now expericneed;' 
naturally ptompted him to break out into ch,, 
expreſſions of hope and truſt in Gon, of whieh- 
it is hard to-ſay whether the piery ot ar 
be more 9 that dtvellerh in the echt 
place of Seve a qe Sur ws the 
| ſhadow of the Almighty. - Surely he ſhall deltuer+ 
| e ao womb deer nah 1 * 
a | 
2 Bait net be afraid for the fegen tf 
vight 3-07 for the arrow rhar freth by de. 
"Nor" for the peftilence that 'walketh in durł. 
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fote he continued to-offer up ſacrifices upon 
altar, and accordingly told his le, that this: 


. eee au 3 
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5 | Day 5 Preparations 15 build the Tis” 


Pe: bis private Exbortations to, Solo- 
mon, and the Princes, n d a joel 
2 7 re” 12 
7 FHE N David Gow, * his 9 was 

- miraculouſly accepted of Almighty Gon, 


by the deſcent of fire from heaven, hich cou - 


ſumed it upon the altar, he immediately con- 
cluded, that this was the place which Gop had, 


choſen, to eſtabliſh his worſhip thete ; and there - 
this 


was the houſt of the Lord Cod and this the al. 


tar of. the burnt-offering for Iſrael. 
Ix is true, the tabernacle of the © 1 


: Moſes made in the wilderneſs, and the altar for 
the burnt- offering, were, at that ſeaſon, in the 


high; place of Gibeon; and thither he ſhould or- 
dinarily have reſorted; to ſactiſice his butut · offer 


_ 1pgs::but-inaſmych--as the angel of the LoRD- 


had expteſly commanded him to erctt an altar in. 
the: thecſhing-floor of Araunab, and on that 


vu ſpot, over which the avenging angel was, 


clted, and G0 5 appeaſed, he naturally con- 
cluded, that: this. was the appointed place of 


_ atonement; ſo ſolemnly ſet apart for ſacrifice : 
and therefore he feared to relort to Gibeon any 


more, 


B. L Fe of King David. 2469 
more, for any purpoſe of religion x. And there 
is no doubt but he was confirmed in his-reaſon- 

ing upon this poigt, by refleQing, that this was 
the. place appointed by Gop;himſclt for the 


acrificing of J/agc3 and where the faith of his 


father. Abraham was ſo amazingly tried, ſo glo- 
riouſly accepted, and ſo nobly rewarded. > 

AI theſe concurring circumſtances and 
conſiderations ſufficiently pointed out this, as 
the place of that temple, which was to be the 
= of the whole earth. And accordingly = 
vid ſet himſelſ, from that moment, to prepare 
materials of all ſorts fot it, with all imaginable 


application and zcal; as indeed he had * * 1 


many years before. ? 
- AND indeed eg is no doubt but it was at 
this time, that Gon inſpired him with the plan 
of the whole work ; with all its parts, dimen- 
ſions, and utenſils; all which, he himſelf expreſly | 
aſſures us I, the Lord made him underſfand in 
| ae by his hand upon him. 


Tua the architecture of this temple, © was.of 2 


"nine. original, I, for my part, am fully ſatiſ- 
fied, from this paſſage and I am confirmed in 
this perſuaſion by finding from /3/a/pandus, that 
the Roman, at leaſt the Greek, e 4d, is 
derived from this, as from its fountain: and, in 
my humble opinion, even an infidel may caſily 
1 believe theſe to be of divine original; innen 


6 , * But David could met go ee it (that the lar & GE; 
bo utes afraid n eu dhe oi | 
4 n. xxi. 30. 
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he — 5a the preparations were to be propor- 


- tay 5 4 
us they are (at Nat the farter iy) Wund perfect 
E cuties models: nor hath the utmoſt 
[of human Wifdom, ' invention; and in- 
% - ay} been ever able (althoug often gout; 
| YaefAny'it) te improve-or alter it, but to dif. 
| 2 nien dhe curse of o many 
g n ii 
bf par Derne uidertcos un r witellour; 
n cent fromthe nature of the thing; for, if he 
Ac nor been complete maſter of the whole de- 
he' eonld- not have directed the 3 
ide Rones, not adjuſted the exact weight 
ile regte, as he cettainly did, with ge of ul 


I the firſt of theſe works h oyed all the 
Fange, that is, ptoſelytes of Ihe land who, 
| 1 were mote skilled in works, of that 
ae: or, polibly; he ehoſe not to take his 
| wn people from the cultute of the ground, and 
de e pures of rural nur, 
Hp prepared iron and braſß in abundance; and 
Wright; for the joinings (ſays the text) 
vBably both of tlie ſtones. and timber, which | 
l Ledar noon e. him, in val plenty, 
che Zidomiams and Hyriamt. "Re confidercd, 
; he work Was to be great and magnificent; 
1 Ne any thing yet known to the word; and 


lotet. This the ſacred hiſtorlan fully informs 
1 sf, in 1 Cron, xxii. 5, An David ſaid, So- 
fo e {on js Ng and render: and the houſe 

hat is to be Fades z0 the Lord, muſtibeexceed- 


+ * — Hane, def tory; throughout 
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all countries: Tull ther 
ratcons for it. d Dave 


inform: his four Sn Falk of\ vie maſa 
pole; and cxhovting him, I | 
Goh to execute: it, to purius and 
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with diligence and vigour; ; adding, CES 8 PE dn | 


dance had it ſully ig; his: intentions an (abit an 
nf unto the Mam of rhe-Lord his God 3: 3; : 
as expreſly forbidden: e 
cauſe he had v , of- wan, 


ſuted him, a the ſume time, that he would gu 


much blood. pon the earths. nee, 1 


him a ſon, ho ſhould; bela man of pense = "BE _ 
nis name Soma; and thut ho node 


an houſe. Auch ü 
to goon wir the Mork: Naw,my is 
le ui 27 eri bra; and 


* 
war 
es 
_ 


then adds a moſt earneſt exhortation 


ground; habn n 


— — bath ſai rer dr e 
mim 


ſerve and to fear Go Vs as * e Br his bleſſ- 3 


NEED 


* 5 hag 404 to his p 
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* avork 4 — — 
prepared forthe houſe of the Mes an } 
thouſand talents of gold, and athou e 


Talent of ſilver ; and of braſs, and ira Eee = ; 
eig bt (for it is in abundance) ; timber 4 oy” "IA 


Fade, have I prepared; and Thon ma 


. „ An Hiſtorical Aitount of B. 4; 
PER t : Moreover, there are workmen -with thee 
EY ad 8 1 


and all mammer of men, for 
=> the Euer, 


ork.” the 
moins * — no number. 
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1 next care was, to engage l che 


men of the tealm ta be aiding and aſſiſting 
to his ſon, in the carrying on of this great work. 


And to this purpaſe he laid his 


mands (as 1 apprehend) ſingly; alkh pain; up. | 


| on each of them. And after this, 


all to the ſame purpoſe, in an oration, which 


| 123 But, before I proceed to conſider 
3 muſt beg the reader's atten- 
* to ſome 3 1 
-cedenitito it. EO 1040+ +: not) 
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otro in gg 
on or ves t t of t 

| ive band, and the land is 70 before the 24 as 7 2 he 
. Now fot your heart, and your Joul, Fes ne, be 
_ God: ry therefore, and build ye . Lord: 
. ark of the, covenant of the Lard, 222 * 
Se. 0% tar it to'bt to the nam? of the Lor 

This, Zapprtbend, is recorded by the ſhered writer, as the ſub- 


2 | r the princes, pas 
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them in one body, he e exhorted eden | 
(tio me) is by far the nobleſt of che kind entant 


1 


at N + ta * 1 1 
N 1 * " ' k mY 
> | p * k 12 5 & 1 
' , 9 N N 
y 7 * * 1 » 4 
| | 7 Ks D | 
4 v 
_ © | * 
B. 4. 15e 0 * AVID. 273 8 
: , * D * 1 1 * . 
. | 63.9 1 4 
| j e A . 
. * "=o = 
. N .. * . * * * 9 F 1 
5 = Wor" * fo 2 g - 
5 * ' = 4 Ez # 4 ; 
0 © ? | 
11 4 * 4 , 121 + A 
E N 1 a ? 


1 


812 in 2 


HERE is no one polat e 10 the 
© facred writings, in bolich I find learned 
men, and critics of all kinds, ſo greatly and 
diſtant! divided, as this of the meaſures left by 
David, for building the tertple; ſome think? 
them incredibly immenſe; and others doubli 
them; ſome ſuſpecting ſome numeral errors in 
"the text, and others ſinking the talent almoſt to 
nothing, in order to guard againſt the ſuppoſt- 
tion of any ſuch errors; whilſt others ſeem” to 
value themſelves upon having diſcovered new 
"veins of wealth, from whence" much greater 
treaſures might have been derived.” i 
I the midſt of this uncertainty, thete ate 
ſome points, I think, clear and inconteltable. / 
Tas firſt is, that there is nor the leaſt ground _ 
to believe, that rhe Hebreus ever varied their _ 
_ weights and meaſures, ar leaſt before the capti- 
"viry. And therefore Davids talent , the 
lame with that of Moſes. | 
"THE next plain point is, a the Hier 
talent was of a conſiderable weight. * OI 
WIA Moſes's talent was, is known to a de · 
monſtration, from the account left us of the firſt 
TY in the wilderneſs, Exo. 822957 2586 
pg „ N 127! 


as © - 
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in which fix. hundred and three thouſand five 
hundred ant fifty men, beidf razed at half a 
 Hhekelan head, raiſed a ſum of an hundred talents 
f ſtlvek, aud 
n chrepftöre and filecetl ſhekéll. From whoice it 
ö follows, that one talent contained three chou 
r ſhekels; and that it could not contain leſs, 
RS In thedaysof Amexiah, is pretty evident, from 
| the acchünt left us in 2 Chroy. Ny. 6, of his 
ving hired an 2 thouſand mighty men 
df valourouto Vrael, for an hundred talents 
of flyer. 0 Ben had then contained lels 
FE ow three thouſand ſhekels, what had been the 
1 e each of 17 851 ue de the hiſtory 
| Hezekiah, and many other paſſages 
of the 0 Teſtament, plainly prove the talent 
to have been of a conſiderable weight. 4 
Axor plain point is, that David muſt 
have left immenſe treaſures for building the 
temple, from the vaſt number of workmen em- 
ployed and maintained for that ſervice, fos 
eleven years: four years in preparing the mate- 
tials, and ſeyen in putting them together. 
._ + HikaM's ſervants, hired at the rate of twenty 
thouſand. meaſures of wheat, and twenty thou- 
e barley, and twenty thouſand 
of wine, and twenty thouſand baths of 
dil, year by 1 thirty thouſand hewers of 
wood, in Le 
- - Zonſtant employment); ſeventy thouſand bearers 
of burdens, and fourſcore thouſand hewers of 
| large and coſtly ſtones in the mountains; tones 
1 f ten — and ſtones 1 eight cubits, "oy 
wit 


i duff” (Veit Hündred and 


(ten thouſand of them in 


Hat tere, * 


e with unparall is 
CT EEE «ian © whe 
wo veticer 0 
prepared — — = Ls beſi 405 foe 2. | 
and fifty, which Nee auer the peaple that 
wrought in the work (lays the text, i. r 
; — that is, which overſaw the wenn of n 
an twenty · out thouſand L euites, 
— nn} Chran. ny 4. Fadgo do all theſe 
Workers N ones, | 
ver, and metals of all Kinds. e Ke of 
money mult have circulated through Feruſak 
from the wages of ſo many men che ycarh 
And how prodigious muſt the quantity 
and ſilver, left hy David, be, when,this | 
(lor thisonly can account for it) enabled | 
to give gold and filyer in Jeriſalem, as A 
as the facred text informs 2 (Ales. i, _ 
18.) 1. Add to this, the immenſc e 
ſolid gold, which covered che intirg inſide of the. 
patch, the holy, and haly of Ants; and 95 i 
chambers “; che ark, the mercy- ſcat, 0 | 
rubims, the altar of incenſe, and ten table 
ſhewbxead ;- the teg,candleſticks, and 8 
all kinds, for the ſervice of the tempie, ſuch as. 
Ae cups. Ce. Which Foſepbus.co ig 
ave been no leũ than four — ®; ald f Fi | 


oufand, of that metal; beſides m e 
expreſly ſaid in the. Seriptuges to he o Sold, 


Ace hr yu 5 e 


nad 
3 may 4 e, A 


e eg were the Mee ef r Senda 
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_ whole"; 


=" as Ebene, Acton . B. gil 
a ſrivifers, amps, rongs,” and ſpoons, which 5. 


ab - Bs io notice Thee ant — * all thoſe 


er, which yere thitteen hundred: and forty 


* 71 1755 n 


enen plain pole As, that the cred 


writers were very carcful and exact, in the ac- 


counts left us, of the quantities of money con- 


ttibuted towards this work; when they deſcend 


to the number of drachms contributed 
above the number of talents.” Nor is there the 
leaſt ground for ſuſpecting any error to have 
erept into the text, or alteration to have ever 


deen made in the numeral words, Berg wn | 


theſe quantities. Rug 
"ANotnrr' _ oft is, ge bes 
left us of the catlier ages of the world, ſuffici- 
2 etitly evirice them to have abounded with gold. 
And hence, 5 ſome learned =_ think, was 
derived the fable of the golden Hence the 


accounts left us of Midas, and Ges, *, hoſe 
treaſures of gold (to ſay nothing of fi Iver) were 
- Infinite; ' of Salaces and Efwboſes f, Kings of 
Colebis, who had intire chambers of gold, beams, 
_ and poſts, and pillars of filver, Hence the an- 


tient Arabs, thoſe of Arabia Felix particularly, 
2 was pureſt, and in the greateſt quan- 
as Diodarus Siculur informs us, /#6. it.) 

old for iron. And the Macrrobii;''a” 
ee E * bound their ſlaves in chains 


eee n 
of it: D lib. Xii. a, 8 of 


en — I, 10 "770 
* * 


5 8 
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* o 
| ak - 
7? 


ole ages by our on preſent 


4 


poverty 


ws aa " . * | 5 
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., ANOTHER point, vhich muſt be confeſſed, 


is this: chat after David had finiſhed his palace, 


. 


and. other buildings in Ferw/alexm, which was 


early in his reign, he made no conſiderable ex- 
penge, that we know of, to the end of it's for, 
as to the maintenance of armies, which makes 
the great expence of other princes, I think it 
ſeems agreed among the learned, that his coſt 
him, in the ordinary courſe of things, nothing: 

each of the tribes ſupplying and lupporting their 
_ own. monthly; courſes; and in all caſes of extra- 
ordinary Jeyies, each man's portion of the great 

ſpoils taken from the enemy, did more than 


compenſate for their pay: Jo that, if. David 


had any ſure ſources or funds of wealth, he had 


great opportunities of amaſſing, and, treaſuring 
* n e nt nes 160 ede yths 

* I nZE next int, then, to be inquired into, 
is, What thoſe ſources were, from whence it 
was poſſible for David to drain ſo much wealth? 


And theſe are confeſſedly four: husbandry, war, 


trade, and tribute. 
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 Nineveh, at the time 


's preaching. 
- "BY 


. * Whois — fag ined men, to have been King of. 
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oils FEY wa known; #har-the wealth ef the 
eie ages dae corfified in the plenty and 

joodnels of "the creatures and fruits of the 
1 which in er- 
b e Nor can it be 
1 icht ſave dbounded in this 
„ nas RO Woch the Se ee of 2 country 
=. ny fait}; and bleed; -beyond all 
| in à rich ſoil, and happy climate: and 
char e neglekted no means to improve theſe 
5 e may fairly, I think, be 17 | 
Hm the account left ts, (1 25, 
Lc.) of the proper and d iſtinct e W 9othx 
Him, "over His treaſures and ſtore-houſes, of 
Arts; In cities, fields, villages, and caſtles; 
2 55 th tillage of the cath, over the eultute of 
ne Vineyards, and over their inereaſe for the 
Mu celan över the Olive- trees and ſycamore- 
ieee in tie low plains; and over the cellars 
"of oil AYE thic herds that fed in Sharon; and 

Wer the Herds in the valleys '; over the camels, 
ber the älles, and over the flocks, a. 
„ kEnot hence it is natural 4nd - obvious to 
fer, rbat David had a proper attention to all 
Nie parts anti branches of husbandry. Andi it is 
cal 88 imagine, wh an immenſe flow of 
alt foie bc. 1 rom this ſingle ſource, 
en Fi a rich 


ge ee rided; up- 
4 ft Ty it; Where du wealth of 
the whole world then centre.. 

or, iu vaten, dme per ke ngen en 
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5 Tn next ſource of Davids wealth, was war; 
which ſome lcarped. men have ima gined to be 


ape, as were ſingly Rt to account 
fol, the. wealth Ds 175 left behind hiw. 


Mr the ealtern nations abounded iu gold, it 
is ſfficiently evident, from the carlicſt accounts 
left us of thoſe 772 that they abounded j in 
| Sabre at leaſt of that metal,” when they | 


| 4 udges; | rom hence we 
Kia, that the Migianites not only wore ear- 
| gold themſelves, but like wife adorned, - 


Ri $4 Te of gold, the necks 0 their camels; 
We learn alſo, from Numbers xxxi, that, when 
it conquered the Midianites, the captains 
| aulands,:and captains, of bundteds; brought - 
2 (RE to Gon, of the ſpoil taken from the. 
enemy, and ſuch, as eycry man amongſt them 
| And; SHEEP: (ver. 50, and 53.) jewels of gold, 
chains and bracelets, rings, car: rings, aud tablets; 
making in the Whole RY houlzad” bo f 
hongre and fig ſhekels, It is true, t 2 | 
tos the ſpoil of the whole coun r 
allles, men and women, but a ſmall p TX 'of 20 4 
+trcalure can be placed to the ſcore of the men 
| Tract battle. But it is as true, that if the 
men of War, who then went to battle, 
e ,only the ſiye hundredth part of their 
"ſhare of the gold taken from Midlan, as they 
offered only the ſive . hundredth , of the 
beeyes, aſſes, and ſheep; the treaſure of gold 
"then, taken in that country amounted, in the 


Wr ene 3 for but half of the 
14 75 whole | 


tle. This is apparent from te 


4 
. 


* 0 tr at B N 
Whgle dell ta their ſhare. Ahd if this one 

4 8 brought in ſo great a treaſute, we may 

2 \ eaſily imagine, what immenſe wealth myſt be 
E  _ raiſed from Davids many yiaories over: ons 
F- 5 8 | much richer,” 9 . : 
> 17 beſides the bee ornaments worn by 
Pikes wha went to battle, I js beyond all doubt, 
that he eaſlern nations Neb, a adorned” their 
Weapons, ang uten ſils of war, with the richeſt . 
1 And in thoſe nations where gold 
_ REC abounded, and iron was little known, there is 
_ 2 51 tion,” bat..the weapons themſelves were 
lmy gives. us to underſtand, that 


2 Kae of of the antient Gault were. And when 

we learn from the hiſtory of David, that the 

| Syrians, whom he ſybdued, and' New ſuch 

"vaſt multitudes, wore ſhields of gold, can we 
1 — whether their quivers, handles of their 
eo "ſwords, ere. were not of the ſame metal? He 
Was vigorious, in about twenty battles, over 
0 the richeſt enemies in the world, from the Ned. 
4, to beyond Mount Libanus ; and from the 
ates, to the Mediterranean ſen. To hat 

3 25 incredible ſum muſt the petſonal ſpoils, the 
3 the military cheſts; aud the gods of 
| be and 200 le * (always catried to battle with 
them) of ſuch. "infinite multitudez, amount! 
Hae: in all e the ſpoils of their cit cities 

13 exe. 4. Their and gold) A 

. — the iniages of of rr cn 25 wh 


% 


n gold. And MM learn from the eig and ſeventeenth c | 
. of the book of l that, when the 9 5 fell into the i" 
* * f 


3 9 
5 and 


thoſe portsze And Perh 


aud countries to a much greater. To imo: 


tming of che ſpoils taken from the Phil iiur, 
| Hmalthites;" aud others, r ay 


theabwaps net yg nf army args 


Tur ont) ow Davids weg, a. — 
. an * Ne 2 S bY Wa 18 


His or on) ve . 3 DIE 


about the time that he ſubdued 
Jam. viii. 24. : Conſequetitly, 
perhaps others, were in his 
Hands. Aäd therefore we may: — — 
 "polemus*; When he tells us, that D 
ſhips with miners to Lrpbe, an iſland in che — 
"ſea, which had mines of gold: a relation, hich 
s ſufficiently confirmed by the acedunt leſt us, 
of David's giving three thouſand talents of gold, 
his own private property, pute gold of :Qphir, 
| (which doubtleſs is the Urphe'of — pb 
the building of the temple. Nor is it any 
probable, that he had no ſhare in the trade df 
the Mediterranean, when ſuch a length of its 
+ richeſt” trading coaſt was in his on hands. 


the Syrians,” 


What profits he derived from theſe branches f 


trade, is impoſſible to ſay but I think it highly 
probable, from the nature of the thing, that they 
were very conſiderable, and, poſſibly, immenſe. 
But whether his trade were ſo, or no, it 1 
Any that his * was. | 


rr 


"4 e eee It | 


yet had he two ports upon the Redgſas; Blond, 
And Exion. gober, in the land of Edam. 


Daus 
conquered EA 


* 
x * 
. 
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2 An Hauen Account of B. 4. 
wh —— ng — ovgueſ 
E oak of ghe 
mig ru uf Gee, conquered: for him, aud 
* beſtowed upon him, by Pharaoh. And therefore 
_ ary vexenues will beſt be eſtimated 

dy ſthoſe of So/omon. And what thoſe were, may 

 ,  Inleſtimacedtwomays: fifty Fromaheaccounts 
| —_ he made: und, ſecondly, 
1 poor tae r enen made of che be. 
= FEQUES | in tdovbhin annually; 8 0 
—_—* ens ade filet .theſe:If we fappoſe the 
expeacesof Dauitts and Solomon's tables co ba 
eln cn the nme, (which moſt certaialy 
-eapences of Samen, in his buildings, his cities, 
his houſes; und their furnitutze, his women, his 
Holes, and chariots, (which would require vo- 
duese explain) wr ſhail ſoon be ſatisſied, to 
at an ĩmmenſe ſum they muſt amount; a 
1 har an incrediblecſum Dauid 
— ved land amaſſed, mee 
ries An che coutſe of :{o/many-years. r Acer 
2 I the nent place: his tributes may tbe 4. | 
2 — — the domi - 
mins ſabject t him; Hum, all the AHrabius, 
and Oriat, — —— ſidc ot 
Enphratesr, and: int caſt. 
us mines ef Puom or Phun, in Edomans 
8 hoſe of Paleſtine, hinted-at by Moſes, Dew. 


rieb 


| . ſaid, Eels viii. 3. That he wort to Hameth- 

* and prevailed againft it; but this I.take: the 
of & revolted city, than a new conqueſt. 

e 16, 19. N 


xxxili. 


* 
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xxxiti., were ſamed even to the days of the 
chelſtian martyrs, condemned ww them. The 
Arubius, Phny calls the tidueſt-nations*, - Atul 
we have alteady ſeen, from Diadorus Sicke, 
that Hrabia: Belle yieldecothe pureſt gold; add . 
in the greateſt quautit. And, asto the H, 
their riches will beſt — —— | 
ſhields of adadezerr's Here then m 
funds enough of wealth, for any de- 
mand. And yet David certainly had others, as 
appears from the accounts of Solomon s vnnudal 
income, found in 1 Mug x. 14, 15. via. Gi 
Hundred t rxiftalents of yolo, te 
bar be bu the. 
the traffick 'of oh ſpire merchants; — of all 
the things f Arabia, eee er of 
; rhe — BIS :65RBG339 2; * "C33, 863 
Tnar David, then; had ſources enoagh tor 
| all the treaſare hie left holrind him, is, bi rhink, 
ate a. ieee 25 watts 
Ix it be objeded, Thavdkis is difpro- 
portioned to the work; Lanfwer, fit, That u 
man 1 ever met with, 
ſuch as think/afrer-him) 


eve, ever conceivea rightideatof it, WhO doch 

not carefully conſider hat he (and Lami aer 
him) had ſaid upon that ſubjbct. In the | 
time, let any man but — — 

'fruit;- wood, incenſe, corn, wine and oil, o 
5 bite touted de — dere | 


ot 0 tm 
eee aue me ere 2 3 6 4 


7 
ad. 
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An the temples and the vaſt number of prigſts, 
Levites, guards, porters, attendants, and officers 
2 in it and I am ſure he 
will got think alt Fila{pandus's cellarages more 
than ſufficient for che one; nor all his ent 
more tha neceſſary for the other 
In the next place: We are not to imagine, 
that all the ſtone and wood, hewn for that ſer- 
vice, were expended upon it 3 for we are er- 
 -predly told, that Solomon made cedars to be in 
Feruſalem as the: Hcamores, that are in the 
. -wules for abundance.” And we may be well aſſur- 
ed, that none but the very choice of both kinds, 
Were uſed in the temple. And theſe, 
"were not more than one half of the whole. 
Bur there ate two points: of the 2 
tance, towards reconciling and determining this 
r controverſy, ubich none of the critics, — I >: 
= haue met with, have ever conſidere. | 
"Tas firſt is, that, in all theltnamptrtienof 
4 erpenos, no allowance hath been made for the 
precious. ſtones, with which the inſide of the 
temple was adorned (ſuch as diamonds, rubies, 
and which; if they then bore any pro- 
portion to the price they bear now, will ſufhci- 
bl ently account for any expence that can well be 
zimagined. And therefore, it. we ſhould agrec 
wich the earned Brerewoad, that Dauid left 
itreaſure enough to build the walls of the body 
| cof the temple of ſolid ſilver, and roof it with 
gold, yet when we conſider what great por- 
tions of the one, and immenſe maſſes of the 
other, ipight go to the comes of ono ſingle 
ut — 


Nr  Troangeos 


\ 


of his treaſure, whether in coin, or otherwiſe, 
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865 
ecious ſtone, we cannot take upon ua to pro- 
DDr 


Tur next point of great importance . 
concile this controverſy, is, That, in fact, all 
the treaſure; left by David was not , 
upon the building of t e temple. 1 appears - 
— from We. — eee of the "firſt 
book of Kings, verſe 51. Where i 
id, So u, ended all the work that t 
made for the houſe of the Lord:: 
braught in the things which'David his father 
ee nd be pu among the nd. 

the veſſe e.pul's the br 
of the houſe of abe Lord.; #, 2 8 

IrTRIN E it plain, that when Don in laid 
to have prepared for the houſe of the Lox o an 
hundred thouſand talents of gold, and a thou- 
ſand thouſand talents of ſilver, Cc. the whole 


is there recounted: and that there remained a 
ſurpluſage of that proviſion, to be depoſited in 
the treaſures of the temple, after the work was 
ws is evident from the ne laſt Ta 
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by Es pore . 


this part of Davids conduct are as far from being 


his boſom, and cheriſh his vital heat 5 the natural 
warme of 2 young, 


bs Has 


| o 


* 1 


i e be at "OO ad an 
ria coat 3-1 CHA * 


adviſed, 6 — 5 LL 
virgin ſhould be wage der, who mighe lie in 


healckiful, human body; 
being (as phy ſicians obſetve) ere for that 

end, both in kind and degree. e 
Ix it be asked, How — che piriin 


to de employed to rhis purpoſe, was concerned 


in Davis health? I anſwer, That the bean — | 


here required is, evidently; beauty of complexi 


which, 25 it indicates the health and tempera- 


ment of che body, might be of importance in 


this caſe. Poſſibly too, as David was very 
beautiful himſelf, they ſought for ſome perſon 
of complexion and "conſtitution likeſt to his 


own; and of conſequence beſt ſuited; and moſt 


congenial to it. And therefore the cavillers at 


able naturaliſts in this reſpect, as they are caſuiſts 


ia many others. And I will be bound to fay, 


that 


— P - - 
End d. 
Cz 


4 


jv Y , w I* * 4 
* — 4 2 7 * * 
1 
= - - 8 * 1 
» 0 2 


B 4. the Life of King Da Vip. 1 


recovering, and Keeping'up, chte vital fame; by 
wine, for inſtance, high dlets, and cordfals, or 
any othet imaginable way they would have 
found all thoſe methods at leaſt as exceptionable, 
as this. Ahiſdag the Shunamite war found, and 
thouglit proper for this ptirpoſe ! and Was, a0. 

cordingly, admitted into the number of Duias 
Wives, But nor known by hu. 
©" ConcuBinacs was not then deemed-crimE 


nal: and it will, I hope, be thought no very 7 


wild paradox, to ventute to ſurmiſe, tfrat 4 
modeſt man can, with leſs reluctance, ſuffer his 

Infirmities to be relieved by à wife, than by any 
| offict mortal. And therefore 1 greatly fear, 
chat thoſe gentlemen who quarrel with Divid 
upon this fevre; are little refined, either in that 
virtue, or the more elegant decencies of life. 

_ADoN1Jan, David's eſdeſt ſon after AH. 
lam, (but by another wife) beautiful coo, and 
popular like him, took advantage of his father d 
infirm. ſtare ; aſſurned the airs, and fer up the 
equipage, of heir apparent ro the throne: 


prepared chariots and horſemen, and fifty men ty | 


run before bim; and gave out openly, that he 
would be king: although he could not but 
now, that Solomon was deſigned for that dig- 
nity, both by David, and Go vp Himſelf, 


David had no to blame bat Himſelf, - | 
for this miſconduct in his fon: it was His Un 


exceſfve ibdulgence, which inſpired this extra- 


Foagance: for tſſe text teſiꝭ us, that Bir furbrr Hu 


aft 


CCE 
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| and mirth, they A; ap not to treat him as 
their king. But Nat 
to the appointments. of Proyidence, pronounced 


by 
3 
ſons adviſing her to loſe no time in acquainting 
* king of it, in order to prevent it; and let- 


ente, | 


e 


_ und Selen tg Their Some wen in them to 
| become ne 0s in CEP: 2 or 1 in 
Weber them, yhilt 
acd £ e 

, the-captain of the hoſt, 


and Abiathar the prickt : and, when things were 


ſufficiently Sega. moaned his partizans to 
a great entstrainment, (poſlibly under the pre- 


tene of a ſacrifice) near the ſtone, Zoheleth, by 


e famed fountain of Eu, rogel, not far fron 
alem: where, in the ic of their feſtivity 


the prophet was ſteady 


on mouth; and accordingly informed 
beba of the deſign. carried on againſt her 


her know, that he himſelf would quickly 
ſecond and ſupport her upon that head. Bath. 
ba. obeyed the kind monition, waited upon 
the king in the inſtant, and put him in mind of 
his promiſe to her, confitmed by a ſolemn oath, 
that. "Solomon, her ſon, ſhould reign after him: 
whereas in reality Adonij ah then reigned, al- 
though his majeſty knew nothing of it; and 


MW at that.,moment, openly entertaining his 
_ adherents at a great feaſt, with Joab and Abia- 


© thar, at their head adding, that the eyes of 
all Thrael. were then upon His majeſty, to know 


FOE * to Aer him in his 
* . 
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throne. Which if be ſhould fail to do, It ſhall 
come to paſs, (ſays ſhe) when my lord the king 

ſhall:Neep with his fathers, that I, and my ſon 

Solomon, ſball be counted offenders. "Whilſt ſhe 
| ſpake, Nathan came in to the king; and, doing 

obeiſance, asked, If he had appointed Adonijab 
his ſucceſſor, without acquainting him with his 

purpoſe ? And then proceeded to inform him of 
the meaſures taken by Adonijalb, to raiſe himſelf 
to the throne. 

Wurd Nathan came into the king's pre- 

ſence, Bathſbeba retired: as, Pliny tells us, Cæ- 

cilius Rufus's wife did, upon the admiſſion of 
any intimate friend to her husband; although 

well fitted to ſhare in all his ſecrets. 

As ſoon as Nathan had done ſpeaking, D- 

vid, without making him any anſwer, imme- 

diately ordered Batt/teba to be called in to him 

again. lie was impatient to remove her dif 

quiet, and give het iutire ſatisfaction in her com- 
plaint; and therefore, as ſoon as ever ſhe ap- 
peared, inſtantly renewed his oath. to her, that 

as he had ſolemnly ſworn, that Solomon ſhould 
.fir upon his throne, he would perform his. 
miſe to her that very day. Upon the hearing of 
which, Barhſbeba (faith the ſacred writer) bawed 
8 with her face to the earth, and did reverence tp 
| the king, and ſaid, Let my Lord king David 
we liue for euer. 8 8100 94 ee +, 
}NATHAN had now retired from the king's 

preſence, upon Bath/peba's approach, as ſhe had 
| done before, upon flis; but was quickly called 
*. back again, with Zadok the prieſt, and Benazah 
. " Vol. II. U the 
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: 1 prieſt, and :Nathan the 


_ - -exalr his throne above the throne of David, 
+: : mounted 


955 the earth rot <vith the found of: 


ef * 4 
the On of Fehoide, captain of che Cherenbiter 


.. , and Prlecthiter, whom Devid commande q 


take Solomon his ſon, and ſet him upon his bn 
male, and attend him with his owa life-guatd, 
nnd conduct him to Gion; where Zudot thic 
ct, . ſhould anoiat 
bim king over Jfraef,/ and then ptoclaim him 
king dy ſound of trumpet: aſtet which = 
were to return to Feruſatem, r 
the throne. | T4 ] 
To this command Benaiah infer; Cs, 
und added a prayer, That Gov would ratify his 
choice, ſupport: Solomon as he did David, and 


Ac COR DINGLY Oblomon was immadidzely 
upon David's mule, and attended by 

Zadok and Nathan, the Cherethites and Pete- 

- bees; and-vrhcr-officers of the king, to Gibon; 

und there anointed king, with the ſacred oil de- 

1 in the taberuacie. And they ble the 

— und all the people ſhouted out, God 


2 Solomon ! 3 (lays the 
| u) came- up. after him, and r pipe 
„and rejoiced with 7 5 fo * 


With: piper, 


Tux noiſe of this rejoicing reached 4 
—— and eee towards the cloſe of their 
entertainment: and Jaab, upon hearing the 
ſound of the trumpet, cried out, Acherefonb 5s 
"this noiſe of The'city bring in an upraar? And, as 
he asked the queſtion, onal anathan the fon of 
2 the prieſt came, in the inſtant, with 
N news of David's haviog made 

Solomon 
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Solomon king, with the circumſtances already res | 


"lated; and added, that he was then actually upon 


the throne, receiving the compliments and cn. 
gtatulations of fal: moreover, that David's 


ſervants had alſo” congratulated him upon that 


occaſion; beſeeching God, that he would make 


the name of So/omon better than his name, ant 


the throne of Solomon greater than his throne: 
upon the hearing of which, Devi bowed im- 
ſelf upon the bed, in prayer and thankſgiving to 
Go», who had given him a fon, to ſit upon his 
throne, under the ſingular criafattion © being | 


_ himſelf witneſs to the honour and bounty be- 


ſtowed upen him. 
Uyon hearing this ſurpriſing relation, Aus- a 


nijah, and his gueſts, ſtruck with terror, (fur 
nothing is more cowardly or confuſed, than an 
anticipated rebel) quickly diſperſed.” Adonijab, 


conſcious of his crime, fled to = a, and ey bY: 


reſt to their ſeveral houſes. 


Nx w's was quickly brought to Selman: That 
Adonij ab had laid hold on the horns of the altar, 


aud would not ſtir thence, till Solomon ſhould 


ſwear to ſpare his life: upon hearing of which, 


Solomon. immediately declared, That if he be | 


haved himſelf, for the future, as a worthy man, 


an hair of his head ſhould not be touched; but, if 


wickedneſs were found in him, he ſhould die. 
.'Uron this aſſurance, Adonij ahb waited upon 
* king, and ſubmitted himſelf to him: and 
lee Ent ble $0 bis own houſe ! WIS: .. 
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A t digreſſon, being an 25 ao 
95 ae, Character of Bathſheba. 


i U PON derung the miävey of Denis fall 
| I found almoſt every commentator I met 
with, ſevere upon the charaQer of Bath/beba : 
ſome treating her (at leaſt in their inſinuations) 
as a light and lewd woman; others, as ſwayed 
by ambition in her commerce with David; and 
all, as an hypocrite, in IO for her huſ- 
band. 
O the other hand, I found fad ber this, 
. *he wife of a great and wiſe king; the mother 
of a great and wiſe king; and remotely the 
* mother even of the ME SSA H. Upon further 
inquiry, I found her honoured by that great and 
wile king, her husband, with the ſureſt marks 
of true friendſhip and eſteem, in the decline of 
life, when paſſion could make no part of their 
commerce. I found her honoured, in a very 
.diftioguiſthed manner, by that great and wiſe 
0 King her ſon *, when he was in full poſſeſſion 
of the ſupreme power; and conſequently: when 
no ſuſpicion of intereſt could abate the merit of 
his = FF 1 n * 1 W * 
| YE 48 On 


21 Kings i i. 19. And the ling roſe up to weet ber, al beewed 
bimfelf unto ber, and ſat down on his throne and can @ ſeat to 
be ſet for the king's mother ; and ſbe ſat on bis right-hand, | 

+ If it be urged, that Soſomon's ſubſequent behaviour to his 
mother, in relation to her petition in favour of Adonij ah, Bio not 
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ſon to liſten to the wiſe and ſalutary monitions ; | | 


of his mother: and I found precepts, ſaid to be 
of that mother, and recorded by that ſon, pere 


fectly tallying with thoſe monitions. And from 
thence 1 concluded, as all antient critics, and 


moſt moderns devs done, that the mother of - 
Lemuel was Bathſbeba. Is it poſlible, I then 
meditated with myſelf, that ſuch a father, and 
ſuch a ſon, could be deceived in the character ß 
that woman, for a courſe of years? Or, if they 


were, could the eye of Providence miſtake her? 
I THEN revolved her hiſtory from the begin- 


ning, with the utmoſt care and exactneſs I was 
capable of; and ſeriouſly acknowledge, (it may 


be, to the ſhame of my ſagacity) that I never 
could find any thing in it, on which to ground 


the leaſt cenſure or ſuſpicion of levity or le wd | 
neſs, of hypocriſy or ambition. 1 
| It: was not her fault, that ſhe was fair; it 

- was no crime, in an hot clime, and in the cloſe 
of the day, to bathe herſelf, for coolneſs and 


cleanlineſs, if not for legal pollutions. Su 


ſhe did this in her garden, (which I verily be- 


lieve ſhe did not) the hiſtory of Suſanna, a lady 


no way -blemiſhed in her n of chaſtity, 
ſhews this practice not uncuſtomary in that 
country, nor any way accounted criminal. Dot 
it pen, that the * Was ſeduced by * ; 


reſpeAtful ; anſwer by owning, chat ks coup! FO, * E 
a paſſion, which neither became him as a king, or as a ſon: but 


it muſt at the ſame time be admitted, that this paſſion was ſubſe- 


| a a treatment of his mother full of Uiſinguiltedreſpet and ; 
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Hug 
uns 2 dtiom 8 expreſs in a form of conjugation, 


| tſevſe'2n4 abboveencr of guilt; zn chat folicitade? 
| Donſideriug: it miercly as n Tecemoniat; David 

n bound to n, as well as fhe': Why then ate 
1 
co him Certainiy they wood nor, if he had 
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| apparire, or by any viewsbf ambition, to violate 
ner dury ro-Gody ud het husband? Not in the 

den., Had theſe bern het iacitements, quite 
other mea ſures fad bern taken ; the interroutie 
had then detn ttan ſu ec in ſcerecy, and by a 8 
E tc Threghuch , Moes n. 

- fas were too mut to bibdk delay: ae 
| bells us b ant ert. ane tnt brr-(there 
s no time albwod richer for temptations ot 
wean); and had ctiminai commerae::with her. 
More than this, we know gory but that h 
Ava ber from ber pollution; und ret arned io 
rr hong In the originai it is, u fbe [ant7s- 
Herſelf, &. And ir n remarkabie, that 


which implies dilagende unt dulichudt-. Now, 


 4ippofrhis-word vo fignity no mote than her 
_ care and anxiety to e 


from! the egal 
Polatidn of hericommerce withi Dua, is there 
0 pꝛeſumption uf religious im er a 


ſileat upon this head, wich regard 


'expreſſcd/ the ſuene ſdlicitude. ita vendor” ul 

mille lis den inferenc es. 

5! Vis: evident enough, that Davide hen 

was not indulged to ſatiety, nor followed with 
Ses ner not from him, as Am- 


de Bid Tatar. Had pleaſure ot ambition been 


| _— 9 tbat . implies 93 in the Scriptures, and | 
Et + tua 9 taken. 


her 


R the Life ; King Dv. 298 
9 got have wanted pres 
 tenees, ſufficiently; plauſible, for continuing it, 
_— porkeps ſor going no more to her own 
; LS SARS" 7 115th : tr; 2003; Prev tft 
* War e en Bathſbeba found; hers 
ſelf pregnant: Did ſhe take that occaſian 
tempt David anew to apptinye or repeat che 
criminal commerce? (Did ever a fairer « * 
offer?) Quite other wiſe 3 ſhe ſeems carefullx 
have kept out of his fight ; and only ſent; tp; let, 
_ 1 her condition; Could modeſty dd 
my on part, I ſee not the {eaſt traces 
—— levdneſs in this conduct: I imagine 
Lee in it che {arc marks of -injurer WIN 
18NOCceAge. od 07 a17t7 
AN here let mc boallowed.co-ohferes; on . 
this conduct in David and Barhfbebaris perhaps 


as ſtrong an inſtance of refined virtue as ever 


was knowu: A man ſeduced by too ſtrong a 
temptation to one act of guilt, and from that 
moment religi ' abſtaining from one repeti- 

tion of it (the liking and the deſire ſtill conti- 
nuing) s nay, When he knew it could not be. 

aggravated, | with regard to Uriah; when he 
knew, that Bathſbeba was with child! Would 


to Go, that ail or any of thoſe; who inſult 


David's tall; orgy in any thing like this 
abſtincnee and {elf-denial! For my own part, L 
on, I have no idea of any thing: more refined 
in religion; or more heroic in virtue. Io be 
abave 1 the reach of temptation, is to be more 

| than the —_ Adafſe but religiouſly an 
e ogy ee ee eee 
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easily to abſtain eo ey occaſion Fes at 
the ſureſt character of the ſons of Gop. 
Ix muſt be owned, there is ſomething. very 
2 in Uriah's never once ſeeing his wife, 
when David fent for him to coutt. But, as the 
mered writers ſhew this only in the light of an 
derdie reſolution in him, 1 ſhall not take 
me o contemplate upon it in any other but this, 
Mi the — of Go p was evidently in it, in 
order to bring David's ſecret guilt to public in- 
famy, for reaſons beſt known to infinite Wiſdom. 
All that I have more to add; is only to obſerve, 
that, if Bat hſhebu was innocent, (as Frerily»be-+ 
Jieve ſhe was) the providence of Gop was ſingu- 
larly gracious to her, in guarding her un 5 
diſireſs of ſuch an interview: 1 
Iris, I think, agreed on all hands, ehix Bath: 
Sheba had no ſhare in her husband's murder, nor 
was in any degree privy to it; ſhe probably 
thought he fell by the common fate of war: 
and therefore, when the Scriptures inform me, 


that ſhe mourned for him upon the news of his 


qeath, I cannot refine fo far, as to pronounce 
ſhe did not do ſo, ſeriouſly and ſincetely. 
Uriah was a brave man; and if he bchaved him- 
ſelf with the ſame honour: and fidelity to his 
wife, as he did to his prince, his country, and 
his religion, (and ſurely the preſumption, that 
he did, is ſtrong in his favour) he was well in- 
titled to her higheſt eſteem. To injure, or do 
indignity to, ſuch a man, even by force; were 
matter of ſufficient concern to a generous and 
au upright ſpirit ; and to reflect upon having 
done 


4 4 . 297 
done it, ee oe grew — eel 


of diſtres. | 

- Warn . 3 ede was a 
David took her to his houſe, and ſbe became his 
wife ; had he deæemed her a light, or a libertine; 
woman, he would, tn all probability, not have 
placed her in the palace; - or placed her there 
under a. lower character. Nor can I imagine 


why he ſhould diftinguiſh her in this manner, 
unleſs from a principle of repairing, to the ut- 


moſt of his power, the injury he had done her. 
And it is remarkable, that there is no mention 
made of any other wife taken by David aftet 


this (except Abiſbag, who was not taken to any 


of the purpoſes o marriage) nor does ir at all 
pear from the Scriptures, that he had any other 
child, by any other woman, after this x. 

To all this may be added, That, when G op 
ſent Nathan to rebuke David for his guilt, there 
was no ſhare of the guilt charged upon Bathſbeba. 
Now we learn from the hiſtory of Ahab and 
Fegebel, that when two perſons ſhared in the 

ſame guilt, and Gop ſent his prophets to rebuke 
it, it was not the way of thoſe prophets to re- 


prove one criminal, and leave the other uncen- 


ſured. TFezebel, who contrived the murder .of 
| Naboth, had indeed the moſt ſignal ſhare in the 
| judgments of Gop denounced againſt itz but 


* Tr is indeed ſaid, 1 Chron. iii. Theſe four by Bath-Gua, * 
daughter of Anmiel. Then i mes follows, [bbar alſo, &c. 
ng: mention of wann Why then might not theſe 


be by the fame? - 
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out; at onck, inte fbchk exocls-:ofi//tendetach, + 3 
Nur, my nn ile bn mum use 
of- wy is, wo me, a fine comment-upon | 1 
thet eallages/ pow ati a e iI e een - £2 
DAs had admoniſhed his fon (Brem wi 
205 Cc. M to leey the commundment of his usb, 4 
Þ 23 the lad of his mother. & c. H © 7 
(ver. 23.) the commendment (ſays he) is a limp _ 2 
— is Abt, and repnoofs of: inſtrutum 
cre ibe ways of life, to lech thee. from the tuiki 
 woman— And can there be a greater uniſotmie e 
—_ bet wirt that monition, and this; Gove nut 
th unto. women, nor thy ways ta that 
fogech: #&:ngs? Aud may not the re- 
—— ces mne 1% 
inſtruction? 8 ö 
Wund dane of eren W | 
then follows a poem in praiſe of an accompliſhed: 
woman: aud ſurely nothing can be more natucal 
than the judgments of the beſt critics tipontity 
that Lęmuel here characterizes. his: 1 - 
m written in honour of her: and if, this mo- 
ther be Bathſheba, as I think there ig lirtle doubt 
but it is, then is her conduct to Uriah fully juſti- 
fied, -in theſe words: The heart of her husband 
ath ſafely truſt in her, ſo that he ſhall haue ns 
1 need of ſpoil. This ſeems to me, peculiarly to 
F C<haradtcrize the prudent and faithful wife o a 
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genetous ſoldier: the husband of ſuch a wife 


was under no neceſſity of enriching himſelf by 
the vices of — her frugal and pru- 


dent management of his affairs would undoubt. 

cdly do it: and who knows but this reflection 

might have been added to wipe off ſome. aſper- 
ſſtons caſt upon Batihſbeba ? eſpecially when we 


conſider the words that immediately follow, 


| . which acquit her of any ſhare in the guilt of his 
death: She wilt do him good, and wr evil, ol 


the days of his life.” 1145 

Ix theſe reaſonings be dike (and Jam aveatly 
deceived, if they be not) then I think, far from 
viliſying the character of Bathhſbeba, her ſon may 


be fairly juſtified, in concluding of her, as he 
does, ver. 29, &c. Many daughters have done 
 viriuoufly, but Thou excelleſt them all. Favour 


is deceitful, and beauty vain; but a woman that 


feareth- the Lord, ſhe ſball be praiſed: give her 


of 'the fruit of her hands, and let her own' 
Er Nee 
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| D AVID call an Aſenbh of bis ; Peple 
in which Solomon's Eleclion to the 
Throne is confirmed. His Speech, and 
Thankſgiving to Gan, upon ys Occa- 
on. His 14ſt 1 7% bis Son 
Solomon. 


"HETHER David's reſentment at Ado. 

nijah's late attempt upon the cron, or 
the joy conceived by him at ſeeing his ſon Jalo- 
mon ſeated upon the throne, and God's promiſes 
to him, and his awn to Bathſbeba, fo happily 
fulfilled, rouſcd him from his languor, and gave 
a new ſpring to his blood; or whether his diſ- 
order was one of thoſe loads, under which lan- 
guid nature ſometimes labours, until, aided 
exterior vital warmth, it is enabled to throw it 
off (inſtances of which are well known in the 
world, and famed in hiſtory); we cannot ſay: 
ve are only informed thus far; That he recovet- 
ed his ſtrength and ſpirits to ſuch a degree, before 
| he died, as to be able to call an aſſembly of his 
people, "and get his election of Solomon to wc 
throne confirmed in it. 
Iuis aſſembly was compoſed of: all de 
and degrees of men of eminence in the nation, 
both civil and military: David (ſaith the tent) 
e all the princes * Lſrael, the W 4 
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AI i robabie, that the: King had 
detetteu in the aſſembiy, and that he and his fon 
Al Aat together upon it: although the ſacred hifto- 
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| | Wb the aulit men, ; into'Jevuſalen. - 
Warn they mere convened, David ede 
himlelf to them in 2 


but at the ſame time, as e ſentence in it 
flows clearly from the fulneſs of his heart, ever 

Aang be fays affects and intereſts the hearer, and 
_  Katrics him directly into all the ſpeakers vie ws. 


ene paſſages rom it, rhat ſo, hy raiſing the un- 
8 reader's curioſuy, I I e 


more ecagerncſs to the original. ranks B00: 6+ 
-a- throne 


_ mian;jnforms us no further, than that David the 
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houſe of reſt for the Ark of the covenant of the 


8 oa and for à not- ſtool for his and their 


ona arid had made prepatations accordingly ; 


5 hut wes cxpreſly. prohibited by Gop to proceed 


N ſbecauſe he” had ö 
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wih ae ſcheme of the whole temple- 
| | ſervice ; courſes of the prieſts, Levites, officers, 
| and attendants of all kinds; with exact patterns 
pl all inſtruments, veſſels, and utenſils, for every 
Find of ſervice; Together with ſufficient quan- 
'.. ities of the ſeveral metals, of which they were 
| tobe formed; gold by weight, for things of 
gold; and ſilver, for things of ſilver. r 
Tu is done, David again exhorts his ſon to 
= reſolution and vigour, in carrying on the work; 
And aſſures him of the aſſiſtance both of the 
—_-.:. people and princes towards it. | 
_. FTHEN turning to his people, he tells them, 
| That Solomon his ſon, whom alone Gop had 
choſen for this mighty undertaking, was young 
and tender, and the work great; for the palace 
was not for man, but the LORD GOD: That, as 
for himſelf, he had made the beſt preparations 
he could for it; gold and ſilver, braſs and iron, 
and wood, and precious ſtones of all kinds and 
Ciolours: moreover becauſe he had ſet his affec- 
ttions upon the houſe of his Gop, he had, over 
and above all his other preparations, provided, 
of his own proper goods, three thouſand talents 
f pure gold of Ophir, and ſeven thouſand ta- 
- leuts of refined ſilver, to overlay the walls of the 
* » houſes. And when he had ſaid this, he put the 
. queſſ ion directly to them, and asked, I ho amongſt 
| them was willing to conſecrate his ſervice that day 
.  wnto the Lord? Upon which, the chief men of 
FF the aſſembly contributed cheartully to the work; 
| and made up, - amongſt them, five thouſand 
. talents of gold, and ten thouſand drachms; v 
„ 1 0 
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eighteen thouſand talents; and one hundred 
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ny he" Life of King 'D xvi». 90g 
were ſmall; and the neceſſary attendants few, 
another regulation was now neceſſary for the 
ſer Nee of the 2 which was incomparably 
more magnificent.” © Accordingly-chis'regulation 
was made, and eſtabliſhed by Gob himſelf, as 
ve learn from 2 Chron. xxix. 25, where we rare 
informed, that when Hezekiah reſtored thè fer- 
vice of the temple, be et the Leviter in the 
houſe of the Lord, with cymbale, with" pſal. 
teries, and with harps, according to the com 
mandment of David, and of Gad the king's (rer, 
and Nathan the prophet : for ſo was the cum. 
mantdment of tbe Lord by his prophets. © 
Zur we muſt take this matter higher, in order 
to form a clearer conception of it. 
Lꝝ vt had three ſons, Gerſton, Kohath, ind 
Merari. From the ſecond of theſe were de- 
 feended Moſes and Aaron. Aaron, and his de- 
ſcendants, were ſet apart and conſecrated fot 
the prieſthood, by the ſpecial appointment of 
Altiiohty Gop®.* And the reſt of their bre 
chren; the othet deſcendants of Lewi, were aps 
pointed to atrend them, and miniſter unto them, 
in things ſacred. And, among theſe, were the 
ſons of Moſes; without any diſtinction or pres * 
cminence above their brethren, the other de. 
ſcendants of Levi: which, moſt certainly, was 
not the work either of human ambition, pride; 
ot policy. Nay more; we hear of no honour 
or office of dignity; borne by any one of them; 
A about five en e until Da via made 
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the ſon of Mig, 
ruber of theitecaſures ; and ſet his brethren, by 


things (1 Chron, 2 25586950 976 


as Er un pecutier office af Aaron, and his dale 
| = is thus laingd (1 Gotvn; ATijjer 1395 
ers ech that be ſinuli ſauckiſ 
the mot holy 3hings, he and. bis ſons for e vers 


ta incenſe befere the Lond. to enifeer ute 
a bleſs in his name fot ever. 7 


miniſtration was the oſſer 


days of -their gladneſo, and 


new moons (Numb. ehh e mg 0: 


Tu ſerrral parts and btanches of the Levi 
ticatofficcarc ſummed up, 1 Cron. xxiii · at the 


28th and fallowhig verſes. 3 nene de 
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jcarn, that it was their buſinaſs to wait uy 
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the Lon d, in all its p 


the carte, and he ain, Hee] 2 \ 
u, and veſſels of all kinds; the keeping 


s , and' 


== of. raps on regs; fone flour, 3 


Brad, incenſe, ch. It was their buſineſs gc 
attend upon the morning aud evening leryige 


the tempie, to celchtate the praiſes of Go, and 

im- thanks: ſome with voices, and fore 
Vith muſical inſtruments, of various kinds. 
ons.” 3 wn — the Suards, Wen 
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ſtewatds, choir,” band of muſic,” and chambet- 
lains, of this great palace. *Antttic-Nethinimss - 
' miniſtered . in 
all the meaner offices. S Din 2. e ria 97 | 
Br the appointment of ge de Levin 
were numbered from thirty years * old, aud 
werds, fot the fervice of the tabernscle. A 
| nnn that regulation, their Bümbers ind f 
tirments ood thus, in the days of David: 
| Their whole number was thirty-cight thouſand? 

of which twenty-four thouſand were to ſet fot- 
Ward the work of the houſe of the Lond; fc 
thoaſand were officers and judges/; four" thou- 

and were to be the guards f of the temple; 
and four thouſand were to praiſe the Lonb, 
vith the muſical inſtruments, which David had 
invented for that purpoſe: but as the ſervice” 6f 
the temple required à vaſt many mote hands, 
than the- ſervice of the tabernacle,” by Davits 
laſt regulation, (doubtleſs authorized by divine 

appointment) the Levites were ſeparated for tlic 
_ - ſerviceuf Gop, fromtwenty'yearFold,” N 
ward \vtich e ee n the = 
. . ® Thiere 1s 8 difficuley in Mis poin e 
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iD B "= under — — — of Aaron's 
© "deſcendants, to be governors of the ſanctuary, 
aud (governors of the houſe of. God; and 
had them regiſlered according to the order 
in which their lot fell, by — the ſcribe, 
0 ip. the preſence. of the king. and. princes,. and 
E the prieſt, and Abimelech the Ge of Alia- 
. thar*; cach courſe to pay a. weekly attendance 
at the temple, in their turn. The other Levites 
he divided in the ſame. manner, under the ſe- 
veral heads of their families, and according to 
their ſeveral offices. And then, ſetting courſe 
againſt courle, he made them caſt lots fot the 
order in which they were, to oſſiciate, without 
any regard to ſeniority or. dignity; and alſo to 
determine what courſe of guards, ſingers, Cc. 
aun attend mich. the, cortrlpogdens courſe of 
ieſts. 
„ = inſitytion carried one great · national 
advantage with it (and poſſibly many more, not 
now to be recounted or conceived) ; inaſmuch 
as this weekly circulation of pricſts and Levites, 
as well as the monthly one of the military men, 
Aalattzed acquaintagce..; diffuſed . frieqdlhip,. and 
Citculated the civility and politeneſs of the court, 
unc arts and elegance of the <apita}, . together 
Vith reli 1 eee the — 
| 21 Chron. xxif. 6 
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Tus men skilled in ſong, were found to be 
two hundred eighty- eight; and therefore, by 
this regulation, twelve of theſe were to ſtand 
with cymbals, pſalteries, and harps, on common 
days, "and. the whole 7 2 the foo | 
ivals) every morning to than praiſe the 
2 a Ukewiſe at even *: and were joined 
at leaſt one hundred and fixth-ſfix. of their 
xcthrea, who praiſed the Lon o upon, inſtru- 
ments of various ſorts, on common days z and 
by at leaſt four thouſand, . the great feſtivals. 
WI learn from the pter of St. Luke, 
that, when the prieſt went into the temple to 
offer the incenſe, the whole multitude of the 
people were at theit prayers without. And we 
learn from this regulation of David's, that when 
the anthem began, it was performed by twelve 
voices, accompanied at leaſt wh one hundred and 
ixty-ſix inſtruments. ' 
Ax is agreed, on all hands, that the number 
of ſingers in the temple muſe not be leſs than 
twelve; but might be — * as much as Was 
thought proper; and muſt, in the ordinary 
courſe of things, have been increaſed; becauſe 
the children of theſe ſingets, being bred to the 
profeſſion of their parents, were admitted into 
7 8 with them, to make the bee 
complete. 
Tux number of the particular kind of — 1 
cal inſtruments employed in the temple - ſexvice, 
is no-where determined; wry the © og are of 
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tha ted, nor more than one hundted and 
5 pier ab lcd, becauſe of Go command, 
48 "Numb. x. 2. to make two nor nor möre 
|. than one hundred and twenty, becauſe no more 
| (1 were made uſe of at the Yedicxtign of the tem- 
IF 1 Phe. „ A HIS nit I. 
ui ator inet ge of . 
vine worſhip inſtituted by "David; as it was 
eclcbrarcd in its ordinary magnificerice: a ma 
. which, even Try ee pat t 
now: Ping to equal upon rhe greateſt octaſions! 
Ang as ro that of the great" feſtivals, not all the 
— S 6 
Dave well weg x e e nence 
* the eſtabliſhment of the pom wotthip of Gop, 
in true picty and purity, was, to the virtue and 
5 felicity of a people? inaſmuch as all religion de- 
nds upon it, and, would, without it, *abſ6- 
| ately fail, and ceaſe from amongſt men, in the 
| See of a few years: and therefore 77 
Judged: it adviſeable to allire men to it, by all 
tlie advantages of a gracetal, ſolemn, and de- 
'Bghtfol"magnificetice:” And to this end, there 
43s good grodnd to believe from the teu, that 
the inlargment of the _ of men, Agnes 
the" ſeveral offices of reli 7 — 2 Was me laſt 
ablie=& of Davids life," | un. Wil, 27 4. 
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TA oe ent ng Da. ui 
| oof x life gloriouſiy employed, 
loyed: in chaſliſing iniquity, in 
extirpating inveterate and incarrigible corrup- 
tion, in inlarging his dominions to the bounds 
God, in 
his people in peace and happineſs, and doing 
Juſtice and judgment; but chixfly employed in 
| propagating the glory of Gop, with ardent and 
mich, and. ee ddr of bis warp with be 
nity an nificence of his warlhip w 
laſt ea F 
_ Thus, in the ſtyle of the herd Gitter, I Chron. 
xxix. 26, 27, 28. David, be ſon of Feſſe, reigned 
aver all 1ſoact: . And the time that he reigned 
aver Iſrael, was fort years, ſeven years reggned 
he in Hebron, and t 1 and Shree Yoors eee. 


eruſalem. 
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ul be died ina g00d old ages, full of days, 
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Enn 


| ſtead. 01 1 
E died vith thg ſatisſaction . his 
den ſan his ſucceſſor, the wiſeſt and the hope- 
fulleſt prince of the: whole earth; and with the 
aſſurance: of Gos peculiar fayour to his 
ritys from:whence he had already (in the cleareſt 
light of prophetic viſion) ſeen & the Mz SSIü u, 
the Lok p of liſe, to ariſes of 2 
and the increaſe of his government and glory, he 


tus Jeu . 


| well knew: (vy dhe Spikit of Cob vf ou N 


are, wegen, frm nay ow of the Hale, 
ROLLER there 


Wt: 1 1805 


. This a 


© leventy- ſecond. | 


2 1 
2 4 


. 2 


„ — f B4 
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T "is Thopd; by this tine; \ ſufficiently ri 
to the candid: aud conſidering reader, tliat 
—.— was à very aun, 4 yew a 
wonderful man. g 

Bur flill it may be obietted, That Were 
—— character may be - otherwiſe advanta- 
diſtinguiſhed, he is not however 

ty of polygamy, murder, and adultery. 2 + 
«Town itz but what will his ingenious ca- 
1amniators gain by the conceſſion? I know no 
man exempt from error, ſuperior to ſurpriae, or 
out of the reach of 'temptation ro fin; David 
is himſelf a ſignal inſtance to the contrary. ''Bur 
ſtill 1 cannot think him capable of a'deliberate, 
determined, repeated violation of the will of 
G0, fot a ſeries of years. Tnere is nothing ſo 
ſaturnine, ſo black, fo helliſh, in his complexion. 
For this feaſon, Tan by no means bring myſelf 
to believe, that he would have continued in the 


Ka of Polygamy, (as he did) knowing it to be 
a tranſ- 


84 the Life of. King David. 317 
N . p wats e Polygamy 1 
umblyappee was more the vice of: 4 
age, than; of David and therefore all hein, 
ference that I ſhall, make from his conduQ/in 
that point, is this That, ſelſ- evident as the law. 
ol. nature may now ſeem, it was then too dark, 
eyen for the guidance of Prophet leſt in that 
inſtance uninſpired. 1 1 1 12456 vb 
Ax n get, if ue were ro(defige and eſlimate 
this practice by the rules of; reaſqn, the natural, 
cis, and ill conſeguences, which do 70 th 
muſt await it, in che qrdinary-jtrain of 
ſufficientiy demonſtrate it to, be 00% 10 
the human felicity.z and conſequently, vicious 
Ds unlawful * one would think, that 
uid himſelf could not fail; of being fully 
conyinoeg ol xis truth ſtom his own experience. 
For, what was the effect of his polygamy in bis 
own: houſe, and to himſelf 3 Inceſt, murdet , 
0 The q iaceſt of two ſons, the rebellion 
two ſons, arid the murder of ons 
12 band ol his brother! And yet, ſo utter 
nforming is this evidence from the nature. 0 
things, unenlightened and unaided by reyela, 
tion; that rebellion, murder, and inceſt united, 
nay, repeated rebellion, repeated inceſt, created 
B e 2 David, or a. fo 
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that the comparatively* 

aud ins appendäges cons; upon ay egen 

ſend more effcive forces into the field, 1 4 
days, under Dobid, than the whole ca 
the af could, in ſo many Fears, under 
or err Ne hen u e 
Tur dnpottent Teflon bah Devif left to 
in bis own" Sample; as His ſon bark: * 
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done id his b (e Av. 48.) I the 
multitude of 2 is the king's 12 


true grandeù of princes confills, not in cri ug 
their — 9 2 ying and” 
ſing their people; and above all, in N aud 
acting in ſutn 2 manner, as to diffuſe os 
1 their hearts; "Fear e 
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beben cliatitter, raltly ſuperior to 20 one 
hero of all untiquity:- It is indeed a md cha 
racter; and "Where is the c t, ar feat, 


— rear character, that in nor? You may as 
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| The-nemaoſt that can he expected is, that 
he. glory, ſhould. he greatly predominant; and. 
in, 1 ia g is ſo to ſuch; 
a d that Celan or Ale 


ander, in point of, 
8 onal accomplihments, and true ſublimity of; 


e may at, firſt ſight appear a paradox. 

. 1 ſhould be ſorry to lee even an enemy — 
ignorant 3 to give them the pro-mineoce, 
pon due, deliberation..".. :. un 

I x i true, this great man had gtest blemiſhes: 
let the. greateſt chan he. nad ee 


4 ; 5  conkidered. 8 8 wos Eu 


Dax in; commerce. with, the : with of nib 
was, at, worlt,. a ſudden and. rymyltu 
guilt : his guilt was not, even in the. 
ment of the propher, an inmate; whom, he! was 
wont to K. but a ſtranger, te 
that ſücpriſed ;hig)77_He was adamed of 
He. Id have cons CE econ, 
JIE $7 gan ; could. not bear 
to hape it erpoſed It, mult be Fer | 
but wurdet could hide it— Uriah muſt die, or 
Bathubela mult>—Uriqh by the hands. of Am 
mon, o or Barhſbeba by the bands of juſtice 
. and” diftiatting alternative !—Ho- 
nour.. would - attend=the fate-of Uriah x. infawy 
= - Attend that of (Bathbeba. * Uriah was 
brave man, and a. faithſul ſoldier: Could Deus, 
ever bear to behold the brave man he had abuſed, 
made'privy to that Aae! Could chat brave man 
beat to ſutvive that abuſe; Would not mur- 
det, in this caſe, be a kind n Whereas, 
ö {KY $4 | on | 


ſou], are not once to be named with him, And; 
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on the other hand, to deſert Bach ebe, were 


the height of eruelty . T0 ane the l 
he had undone—to ibandon to infamy, wh 


he had ſeduced (T had almoß ſaid, Forced) 


the diſtrac 


* 


* - 


guilt; but none, ſure, in auy more intricate and 
perplexing. than this! Ate all ſuch to be given 


guilt— Could the loweſt degree” of ho 
allow this? Could any degree of humadity ets 
dure it! Such are the, accutſed entanglements ot 
fin, ſuch the workings. aud gradations of it itt 
ted, bewildered bieaſt that admits it: 
millions have been loſt, in theſe labyrinths of 


up as abandoned? Is there no room fot repemt - 
„for amendment, for reconciliation, in ſuch 
a caſe? God forbid ! Is it fait, then, to conſider 


David only in the light of guilt? Or ſhould he, 
in common juſtice, . be eſtimated, 45 All Am 


men arc, by the main of his life? | 
ONE thing T will veriture to advance; vide 
the man who reads Davids works, conſiders 


his exploits, and weighs his character, (with all 
its defects) and doth not, at the ſame time, find 
himſelf little and conte tuptible upon the com- 


pariſon, needs no heavier Impuration' of Yourey, 


ignorance, and artogancc. 


IT, is but too caly to fall leg {ettipthion 


and what is yet wotſe, from a leſs gailr to a 


greater: All vice tandt upon a precipice; fay'the 


bots: the deſcent is but too caly "3 * Ain. | 
1 This is finely illaſtrated in that emblematical — 


I Facilis deſctaſus Avetni : © | 

0 revocare gradum * evadere ad auras, . 
Hic labor, bee opus of * | * 6 
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2 n che ple ace 'of/ ten 4d 
; 21 are 4 \Piety,. Wy Exalted. virtue. 
©. Oc; if varied his .conduct, it Was uy froth 
| | Penance to praiſe; to turn ll his tho Ne 10 
985 attention, py cm mploy hi: it wel heart a 
SK 10 the glory in the ervice, of G Gop; 75 
that GoD, who pardoned all. hes ſous, + , 12 5 
Him with mercy, 1 2 5 nee, And if, 
after all this, the * res are, to be reviled, 
for yling this man, in this character, 4 May 
5 Eier God's own be "Wh hat, is to be reverenced? 
Ay after all, What if this great man's fall 
- thould-be found, upon a fair 3 inquiry, matter of 
infinite conſolaricn to tholg very men that in- 
dult it moſt?, It ir dot 10 be preſutned, thit their 
reproaches upon David ariſe from their ſolicitude 
for the intereſts of virtue; and what if this in- 
«Nance of Davids fall ſhould be found the trueſt 
ſupport of that intereſt ? Rewards and puniſh- 
ments are allowed. to be the great e er, by 
which it hath pleaſed Gon to govern the moral 
world. "Andtherefore there is nothing in which 


the intereſt and ** of that world is ſo nearly 
| concerned, 


= 


: 
. 
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R Me Lib of King Dinos 3g 
concerned; 2. in te rewards of -virtne,” and 
chaſliſements of vice. And if ſo/ I challenge aff 
man kia to produce ans ont inſtande, ſrormh this 


foundation of the world, wherein virtue was ſ 


ſignally rewarded, and guilt ſo ſignally c- 
ſtiſed * as in that of Dai ebnſetiucntly i 


Vieh true religion, and tue virtue, ate fo 


nearly and intimately intereſſed, as in the hi- 


| ſtory! of his riſe, and fall, andireeovery; his ad- 


vancemnent to thi divine favour, and every 


eatthiy honour, by virtue; his fall from both;' - | 


by ſiu and his recovery, by repentance, le 


will not, I believe, be denied, that if the higheft 
offence againſt Gop made a teſtoration to his 


r 
f. 


favour deſperate, the cauſe of virtue were uns 
done, and no man would attach ſelf to it, 
upon ſuch terms; upon aſſurance of being finally 
eprobared and feed by G0 9, mon che fr 
Could it be once imagincd,, that mercy 
made no part of the charater of the Almighty; 


he might indeed, from that moment, be dreaded. 
atid deteſted, as d tytant; but he could flo | 


be ved and revered; as à father. And thefe! 
fore David, with as much penetration as plety, 


beg ee be pardoned; and teſtored to the füvoüt 
of God, rem this motive, that if he -were ifs! 


treated; he ſhould tcarh tranggreſſurs the ways sf 


God, and finners ſhould be conuerted unto him 
Pm I. ver. 13. Again, Pſal cx. If nbbu, 
Eord® wilt be extreme to markowhat is ,, 
amt, O Lord, who: ball fu, Har forgive. 
is with thee, that thou mayſſ be feareds » 


O07 3775; 


ee chap. M. of this . 
Wwe 888 | Harry 


$14 4 eee dene of a 
Hare ſot mankind, that there is ſach- an 
inſtance (an authentic inſtance) of falling virtue, 
and zecovering guilt! An: inſtance ſo fitted to 
mortiſy the vanity of virtue, and the merit of 
enalted. piety and: to raiſe the power and price 
A; ——— to abacc the pride af ſelf- 
ſufficiency, and -ſapport- the hope of | frailty 1 
e confide in his own ſtrength, wheo:bo 
a David fallen? And who can deſpair of 
divine mercy, ben he ſees him forgiven ? Sad 
triumph of ſia, over all that is great and encel- 
lent in man! Glorious triumph of r 
over fu that. is Wan n ee in en 
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fl '$ Deuts is very: -dikioguiſhed 3 


and no one, that I know, hath ever taken 


the pains to place it in a true light ; the reader 


will, I hope, not think me tedious, if I attempt 


to inlarge a little upon ſome parts of it; which 


haye, in my humble opinion, been much leſs. 
conſidered than they de Ve. R 2 «o RN 5 
Jo begin then: Davids is, perhaps, the no- 
bleſt inſtance of friendſhip yet known to the 
world (one only ed): A. friendſhip: which, 
could inſpire him with the genetous confidence 


of rating the W of bis I. dehgnation * | 


” P 
88. 4 
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B.4. he Life of King Davy. 325 
the kingdom, to that very mans who was im- 
mediately to be affected by it! Such a friendſhip 
implies every thing, that genetoſity and magin 
nimity can inſpire. And that Jonathan was 
fully in this ſecret, appears clearly from 1 Sow. 
xx. A friendſhip, ſuperior to the, rivalſhip of 
empire, needs no higher praiſe, and fears no 
rival. It is true, Jonathans unparalleled gene- 
roſity gave him a noble claim to this conſi- 
dence; and, on the other hand, the unparal- 
leled generoſity of this confidence. exacted a 
Avitable return, and found it; and was, in truth, 
almoſt ſufficient to inſpite it into a ſoul leſs noble 
and inlarged, than that of han. But at the 

ſame time, it muſt be obſerved, that nothing 
leſs than a full conviction of David's divine 
deſignation to the throne, could make his rival 
in empire become the guardian of his life: hat 
was, at once, the pęrfection of piety and fricad- 
ſhip upon that ſuppoſition, had been rhe height 
of folly and infatuation. upon apy other (and 


onathan's is too great a character to be debaſed 


py ſuch vile ſurmiſes). I: will not take upon 
a 4 to pronounce which ought to be prefetred 
upon the compariſon: Davids was, perhaps, 
the nobler friendſhip; and Jonathans the more 
amiable: not that David's was defective, even 
in what may be called the ſoftneſs and infitmity 
of friendſhip; inaſmuch as we ate aſſuted, = 
in the diſtreſs of parting, he exceeded (x Saw. 
' xX-'41.). But however that may be conteſted, 
this, I believe, will eaſily be allowed, that to 


other inſtance of ee. erf that of 
x | Y 3 Iss vs 
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aF e fingular in Davies 3 . 
mat he knew ſo well now to reconcile. friend- 
\. | Hip and royalty, Other prinets have had con- 
* _ Yfidants; but David had à friend: other princes 
-have had partners in their pleaſures, and ſharers 
-In«the-fecrets of their guilt; but David's was a 
friendſhip of a very different complexion; -a 
commerce, ann of a very dif- 
cferent kind. The principles upon which. his 
-riendſhip was founded, and the refined and de- 
lieate ſenſe he had of that noble intercourſe, are 
vbeſt ſoen in that tender complaint, at the fiſty- 
fifth "2 ſalm— But it was thou, my companion 
my guide, and mine own familiar friend. "We 
a weer counſel together, ' and 'watked in the 

Jud as friends. The beauty and energy 
f eee incxpreflible: Mie, ho ſtueete- 
nad counje!, and walked in-the houſe of d ro- | 
a ether.” 203011 195463 
A Tn man that — 4 an heart truly chilled! to 
>fuleddihip; will; feel ſomething in thoſe words, 
which no other, upon the ſubject, ever yet came 
upeto; the eee his on bret Winde 
atheir beſt comment. 
An bothat David vas not wanting elite wa, 
upon this ſubject, may very reaſonably be con- 
cluded; from the many excellent tered and 
— — ſriendſni 5 ſcatrere thr h 
eee 9 * J Ml 
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IN that. infinite number of idle "objcions, 
ignorant! * urged againſt the Scriptures, this alſo 

ath been one; 'Thit they no where recommend 
1 Or th dove of our country. To this 

ys anſwer at 1 That if the falteſt 

and loyelieſt examples of any excellence ate 4 1 
beſt recommendations of it; this, 1 ho hope, wil | 
no longer be made an objection. ; 

Bor Davids generoſit 'was not W to 


friendſhip, it was no leſs eminent in enmity. 


There is 1 ot cha one inftance of fo unjuſt, 
ungrateful, and fo inyeterate 4 perſecution 25 
c ſuffered from Saul: "this T am ſure of, there 


no exa ple (but one) of ſuch a ſuperiority 
Her Ru "A and ſo noble 4 temiſſion of in- 


juries, thronghout the whole compaſs of hiltory! 


o haye his mortal enemy twice ablolurely in 
his power, and not ſo much a5 ſuffer him to be 
flain! Nay, not only his mortal enemy, but his 
Quly. obſtacle. to empite, and yet not 8 575 that 5 


8 2 7 


THERE is an united grandeur and Ade 


in this' conduct, which innobleth the character 


of David, far beyond the ordinary ide of has 
man Beider. | And if, in this conduct, at 
leaſt, David was not the man after God's wn 
heart, who ever was? A common man would, 
nay, a great man might, have thou gut, that the 
providence of Gop had pur his enemy in his 
power z and therefore the occaſion Was not to 


„N. B. th the heir apparent to the throne, aeg ? 
Arb 1 Sam. xxxiii. 7 
ee EE be 


r * * * * 
*. 1 * 


. 


4 \ 7 7 7 89 OT 
| N 5 | | f 
ö 1 1 1 ty - - ” * - 1 - * * 4 "0 : / N \ woe 
328 An Hiſtorical Account of Big. 
or ccotuuni 4. 
| SV? 55 1 My - | N a ” * 4 4. 
/ 


be loſt.. Theſe, it is evident, were the ſenti- 


- - Gingle, defenceleſs, and, in all probability, aſleep 


ments of his:folowersz when Saul was found 


in the cave (1. Sam. xxiv. 4.) : And the men of 
David ſaid unto him, Behold the day, of which 


4 . #be Lord ſaid unto thee, Behold, I will deltuer 


thine enemy into thy hand; that thou mer do 
to him as it ſhall ſeem good unto thee. Yet the 


| higheſt jnjury all this could tempt him to, was, 


the cutting off Sau/s skirt of his robe: and we 
find, that hit heart ſmote him, even for thlat. 
Nor content with this, he ſoon after ran 


the greatcſt hazard of his life, to ſhew another 


inſtance. of generoſity, yet greater, if poſlible! 
He ſtole into Says camp, in the dead of the 
night, with only one companion (1 Sam. xxvi.); 
found Sau again aſleep, and unarmed: his com- 
panion begg'd only for leave to ſmite him, and 
was refuſed; refuſed upon ſuch principles as no 
heathen hero had an idea of: 45 the Lord liv- 
eth, the Lord ſhall ſmite him; or his day ſball 
come fo die: or he ſhall deſtend into battle, and 
Sam. Xxvi. 10 
. - COMPARE this, ye boaſters of heathen virtue 
with the tabled proweſs of Ulyſſes and Diomede, 
or Alerander rant & of ſcorning to ſteal a vic- 
tory; or, What elſe, or whom elſe ye pleaſe; 


* „ 


and then exult in your compatiſon. 


V I call.this a rant, becauſe it was not his true reaſon for de- 
clining to invade Dariz;'s camp by night: his true reaſon, if I 
. rightly remember Arrians account of it, was, becauſe in the night 
chance aud tumult reign z whereas Alexander's depen _ 
_ viſtory was upon the fortituge and military {kill of his army. 
SE Re r . Ag 
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6 he Life if Ring Divi; 0 
As 1 have nothing in wier but the mani- 

feſtation of truth, 1 will not difſemble, that 
Davids character, as a generous enemy, hath 

been greatly impeached, by his laſt dying 
charge to his ſon, in relation to J An 
Sbimei; on both whom he deſired vengeance. 
tould be taken for thoſe crimes, - which he 
ſeemed to have forgiven in the one, by ſuf. 
fering them to go ſo long unpuniſhed ; and 
Which he expreſly forgave in the other; and 

confirmed that m by an oath, that he 

ſhould not die.” 

To the firſt of theſe 1 anſwer, That Joal's 
murders were crimes, which David never did 


nous forgive; and very probably thought he could 


not, in contradiction to the expreis commands 
of G o: and therefore that guilt, which he 
himſelf wanted power to puniſh *, and which 
he only forbote to puniſh, becauſe he wanted 
power; he wiſcly and religioyſly recommended 
to his ſan to expiate, by the blood of the of- 


fender, that his r and his TINY might Lit 


be clear of it. 3 177% 


e li 28. 39. 
= And afterward, when David hears it, he ſais, 1 and # 
bar: — 4 before the Lord for ever from the bloed 
Abner the ſon of Ner 
| 29. 3a en the bead of Toab, and as 6 Air father's 
4 and et e not fail from the houſe of Joab one that bath 
an iſſue, or that is a or that TS or that fab 
 feth on the ford, or 1 lacketh bread. 
7 30. And 1 am this day weak, though anzinted "* | > wei 
the ſon: of Zerniah be 1 bard for me. The bord al reward the 
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a »judigious: author of the :Applagye de 
David (Fanrnat de Treueuæ. 2 I hath; a 
conjcaure upon this poi . ; at once 
ingenious; and vc p he imagines, 
propoſed the prize of the captain- 
to the firſt that ſhould. ſcale the 
upon à proſpect, that OE 
ce might gain that prize, 8 
be di miniſhed ;by that mans; but his 
Hu, aſter this, took mealures ti. depoſe him, 


walls: ery rs 


ou favour of Amaſes but was deftated allo in 


that deſign. 


'Þ — Joan: was his nen binnen; he uns ale 


in ther teſpects fajthful to him; and 


|  Dovidbad ro tonal,pique to him hefore the 


(and he would, have put him 
£0 pun orc.that, had he been able): What 


rnhen but duty cauld (way biw, Anas ©nduh, 


againſt ſo many. preiudiccs? 
As to the next ext:abjaſinn, it dzcavidans, that | 
if Maid had been afted, in this affair, by a 


| ſpirit of revenge, he — not have ſpared 


Hhimei, in the very inſtant of paſſion and pro- 
vocation; and when he was ſo carneſtly impor- 
June for leave io puniſh him. Plutarch 


| reports of Pericles, that when one of the Athe- 
ans had railed at him all day, and 


im to his bouſe, reviling him, Pericles only 


turned about at the door, and calling to onc 


ot his ſervants, ordered him to lead that citizen 
home to his houſe. This is allowed an Far. 


— 
mw © RK 
- 70 FJ ry | ” ' ord ny 
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after any lower pattern, he had not ſpareu 


B.. the Lale ef Kang Davin. 33 
ordinary inſtance of temper in Narircles s but it 
muſt he ohſoruad, that his rewiler was a fell. 
citizen, David's a ſubiect, aud a abel: Nori. 
clers but affected his ſuperiority over an 
inſigni man; Davids pguca 

to Go. #3, | 

L 12 AMBROSE tells et Wen tae | 
obit. Tbeade/, That he locked upon it 46 4 
fauour done him, hen he was deſired ad fur: 
give. Theodoſius forgave, when he was peris 
tioned to pardon 3 Davin, when he Was im- 
portuned to puniſn; herein imitating:the mercy 
of God, who, as d ſaiah expreſſes it, aweirest ' 
that he may be gracious. Had Dæuii copied 


Sbimtei, in the very inſtant; of paſſion and pros 
vocation : nor would he afterwards have for- 
given” him, in the fulneſs of ptoſperity and 
That fulneſs of power, which is wont 

ien other breaſts with rancour, at the re- 
membrance of injuries and inſolence in aveng- 
ing them, did but ſoſten and ſweeten his, 
Davids patience: under Shimei:s reproathies1is, 
at once, a ſtrong linſtance of heroic [magnani- 
mity, and ſignal reſignation to the Will of 
Go. He had before conquered great nations, 
by his fortitude and conduct, as a captain; and 
heroes and leaders by his perſonal. proweſs: 
but he was now yet greater, upon Solomon's 
principles, in ruling his own ſpitit, and ſub- 
duing his reſentments to the humiliation. which 
W to Gon. Hie voy! wen knew, how 


233 


% 
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to ſuffer ſuch injuries and inſults upon majeſty 
to paſs unpuniſhed : and — when he 
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much the temiſſion- of / perſonal injuries be- 
_ came the :kingly character; and therefore he 
gave: Shimes his life, and confirmed the grant 
Rees Ml _ it muſt be remembered 
obligation of this oath was ly 
 Jonal; for ſo he himſelf explains it, 1 kings 55 
An 1 fware he the Lord, ſaying, ' 1g, 
will not put thee to death with the ſword. 5 
therefore, although David was bound, Solomon 
was at full liberty to vindicate the majeſty of 
kings, in chaſtiſing this high inſult upon his 
father after ſuch a manner as he thought fit: 
nor was there any danger of doing this to ex- 
_ -when the chaſtiſement was deferred to 
the calm and cool ſeaſon of diſpaſſionate ju- 
1 when neither paſſion, nor perſonal reſent- 
ment, could inflame the vengeance. ' ' David 
well knew how much it became the piety of 
his character, to remit himſelf, and his con- 
cerns, to the divine diſpoſal, throughour the 
whole courſe of his life; but could hey for this 
reaſon, wholly renounce the intereſt. &j juſtice 2 
Or if he could, he very well knew how dan- 
gerous an example it might be to his ſucceſſors, 


- had ated up to the picty and (dignity of his 
own character, he very wiſely. admoniſhed his 
ſon, to act up to the wiſdom of his. 
Ao here I muſt beg leave to obſerve, 42 
this reaſoning ſafficiently juſtifies David in this 


point, even — 9 the the text is 
Hutt. rightly 


Brat obs Nein Deo. 2 


rern 
ment, v is not for ſurely 
on 52. 0 ought to be rendered here, 
as in all ſimilar cafes, not connectively, but dic 
| junRively,.. 1 ſhall inſtance only in one caſe; 1 
might mention many. ke 

AGur# beferches Gor to keep him ffbm 
the extremes boch of poverty and wealth. If 
the particle Vun were to be interpreted here 
connectively, the petition would run thus 
Glue mne not poverty and richec Every cu 
ſees the abſurdity of this petition; and there- 
fore the ab rightly” rendered it, Grve 
me jeither poverty bor riches.” lit the fae anf 
logy the paſſage in queſtion,” rightly tranſlated, 
win ſtand thus: Now Therefore neither hold b 
 gnilttefs, (for thou art a wiſe man, and knoweſt 
| bs thou ou 15 7 to do unto him) nor hit hoar 
head brim "down to the grau- with blub. 
This' advice, in this ſenſe, is Fun: of human 
as Well 28 wiſdom ;. and Solomon (we ice) un- 
derdood and obleied it in this ſenſe, and 
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. b: Dango compared wi 


War or excellent in their: com- 


tacter 97 5 two were, 
beſt,. but Tee We. accompliſhed robber 
and. murderers: e Vanity, ambition, irre- 
gion, and ſenſuality, Gftingnilh and ſum ug 
the reſt of theit changer. The only honout, 
then, chat I mean to Dauid in this compariſon, 
is barely to ſhew, how far he excelled them, 
Where they excelled themſelves. 

To begin then, Alexander. is celebrated for a 
noble inſtance of abſtinence recorded of him 
by Curtius *; and perhaps the nobleſt act of his 


whole life. 
Tux king, diſtreſſed with chirlt, meets a ſol- 


dier carrying ſome water to the relief of his ſons, 
in like diſtreſs. * . foldter offers his 


* * 


| 14 Gee Cari, Us 4 % 5. „ 
FT prince 


ts. of wing and . a (wh al 
conſined to the Ruge 
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ff 


4 * Dy of King Davin. 33 
Ptiack a part Of his freafate! r 
: a are for hot it Was ——— 

Wd it vrobehed): Ir is too nt fir wil ys 
o 30 be VOIR VO aries as 

Tu Ling Had jöſt Before been im forbe de 
ndenc 1 Ktbunt f the diſtrets his uf 
rs e fer want of water; 

friètids Beſought hi 
his foftirtide' was the only May of his Fainting = 
: We: and "tibW 4 nobie occaſion" offered! of 
in ee patienec by his on ekambpte, 
1 he crþ16yed ie with "botorning" ce 
3 n 
_ 4 54 RG win recontet a le ih uf 

Dab AblHnence, from the twemp⸗Amird 
Chapter of te ſecbnd bock of See 
bf the thirty chiefs went down "and dane u 

Dau in the" hirveſt-time unte "rhe: ewve-of 
Aula. Mt the troop bf ther Philflines 
Hlichen mn the valley of . David 
"was then in an hold, an the garrs | 
Philiſtines then in Bethlehem; a 
ets, ant ſaid, "Oh ! that une won gau# me 
70 Arintk of the water of the well of 'Bethleham, 
which is 8 An the three ty en 

"Bake tbriigb The hoſt of the Philiflints;jand 
"Grew wet oft of "the well af Bethd 
.Faok and brought it to David: nevertheleſs he 
e not drnik thereof, buripoured it auf unc 
de Löru. And he ſaid," Be it far nom me, O 
Dou, chu I frould do this! Is not this The - 
Blood. of the men, that went in jeopardy of their 
ves? Therefore he Word wr afin Fn”; 

ALExX- 


to remember) tt 


„ 


i ee Upon his ig ing Bor 
de have Mine ae degree of. 


. | humanity. be faicbfal-ſolghet, an afflicke 5 | 
= and his fainting i - Dowd » 
8 Wlan he wa in hold, M .þx.+ | 


wighty/army,in-the-ſcorching hea 7 a 
mia en is rale (would, ge i 
dae ien aa life to his ions? A mac 
higher and noblerinfance of tinence, Hund 
1 * the motives of a 
nioſt-generous hamanicy, and moſt exalted picty ! 
wn en purchased ic the Dy ſuch lives, 
was too precious to be ſacrificed at . 85 
ſication ; and therefore” was poured out * a 
_ thalkKalferigg:to Gov,” : for their deliverance... | 
| Ir wertonlider David in the light of his per- | 
„vill any hero of artig excectt 
him ill any equal mm? , 
no hath indecd the faireſt 3 
l competition with: him; and yet, 1 think, 
Alexander's own flatteting hiſtorian would be 
forced to yive D David the-prefercnce upon the 
compariſon, If If Aierander ſle w a lion, he flew 
kim, By Curtiats own account, atmed x, and 
m © advantages ind we know, that Lx | 
_ elaimedthe honoury'of being his aſſiſtant in the 
5 TC ee 


ni. wy” : »- 9 wi % 
Ls 15 1 ah. > © 4+ +> . * 

1 r 9 
þ "4 


= 
7 
Was 
1 
7 


* 


Bas! * te Life King Deren, 


was wanton, add out of n | 
Hartan embaſſado r 
him, on that oceaſton. Dauid fuby; 


ſerved the taunt which the 
threw upon 
dued his lion (to ſay nothing of the bear) ſiagla. 
and unarmed, and in the duty of his character; 
and, when e had done ſo, he tock no pride, 


the glory of his deli bort z md o. 
Hab Alexander engaged and conqueted Pere, 


(which, by the way, he:manifeſtly rey meme <p 


he found him in flight and wounded) as David 


did GColiah; how had the world been ſtunned | 
with the vaunts of his own | vanity, and the 


cchoes of his flatterers! Dauid is the ſame ſilent 
unaſſuming man after his conqueſt, that hey was 


before, and rather (declines: than claims the 
reward of his proweſs *; judging of his real 


merit, and the eſteem conccived of it by othets, 
by that humble opinion 


hung up the ſword of Galiab, the 
conqueſt; in the tabernacle of his Goo. 


lx one word, David is perhaps the loge 


inſtance of great talents untainted by pride! or, 


to ſpeak more properly; of great talents, ſignally 4 
adorned and illuſtrated by « welt conſpicuous 
and exemplary bumility4 - es „ bo hb 


IAA E already 2 ede ae of 
„ een, give me leave to add 
toi i Ago 45 
0 n r U asl 
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from the merit of his proweſs : but gave Gan | 


he himſelf enter⸗ 
tained of it. And, to ſhew how intirely he 

aſcribed the ſucceſs of his combat to the good 
providence and protection of the Almighty, he 
trophy of bis 
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hic nond but a conſummate hero was 
cet forming! The generoſuy of his own heart 
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another not ſo interening and ifuſtrious at firſt 


upon \inquity, nd way inferior to the groue 
—— — i, recorded by antiquity. 

met by Saud, throws himfelf | 
under the ion of his mortal*cnemy, the 
tion of Hbf king of Gab; that king, 


25 


' - "whoſe hero he had ſlain; and whoſe armies he 
had wouted. This was à reſolution above the 


of a common heart! A zeſolution 


ſuggeſted to him, — reception Acbiſb was 

bound to give bim, in the character of a king. 
He well kaew, that the protection of a brave 
enemy in difireſs: was the nobleſt enſign of 
toyalty ; the character and teſt of true t 
Achiſb, ir is ttuc, had it not (kings ate not 


Always what they ghould be): David found: his 


_ error, and changed his conduct; .and-inimedi- 
- ately put on that character, to which it was na- 
tural his proſent condition ſhould reduce him: 


na appeareth mad; and it was natural to believe, 
that the diſtxeſſes he endured, might haue turned 


Amis rain. Davids charatter was well known 
at Gath : and perhaps it was an obſerva ion older 
1 that Orea maketh a wiſe man 
n The tvcnr was anfwerable : mee, e 
deluded, and David delivered. 
> Ab ERINKING: reader: will, I an perſualled, 
find, in this conduct of Dowd, all the magnaui · 
mity of Corialanus, (freed from the leven which 
| debaſed it) and 1 g es. Brerus. D 
22 904 
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3 char 
- be was thitty yeats old when he begin to rei 
and he reigaed focty' years; ſeven years and 555 
months in . thirtg-three in Feru- 


ſalem. 

12! in obvious 80 obleevs from. hence.” that 
David was not raiſed to the throne till the leyi 
of youth was over; and, with that, the 1 
and ſeli · ſuſſioiency which is ſo apt to 2 10 
He was cafly CNL ws the ollice, 
inſpice kim with noble purpoſes, and a: co | 
ſuitable to the dignity for which, he was de- 
ſigned : but he was long exerciſed in toils and 
g 2 of various kinds, before he was put 
ia poſſeſſion of it; that he might diſcharge it 
| — the united advantages of more experience, 
and mote moderation. And the beſt hiſtorians 
have obſerved; that this hath frequently been che 
condition and character of the beſt princes. Al 
obſervation. ſafficiently juſtified. by the princ 
of our own, as well as thoſe of other nations. 
My lord Bacon ers of Ceſar, that he 


fivſ cucbuntered a d fortune, which turnec 
to his . . ho Fo, (kh, that; noble 
writer) curbed his pride, and ſpurhed his ing 


As David had more native and acquired hu⸗ 
mility than- any mere mortal, the nale 
in him, who was to be a perpetual IE» 
toemer of — and inſpitet of virtue, Was. 

nes, than the pelt 


— 
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1 
94 
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of it in Ceſar, who was: -ooly a * con- 
quero . 

 C£58aR, e Wen teat. Was na- 
4 bx Ly Des gad and other beaſts 


of prey, 


inured him to carly vigilance: inſomuch that 
activit) quickly became iu him a natural habit. 
Audi rhe ſequel of his life ſufficiently ſhews, of 
how much conſequence it was to have that 


habit carly infpired and impreſſed upon him; 


aud long cultivated and continued. Cæſars 


Sn indolence needed all the incitements of 


arpitien. to rouſe him to the ruin of his coun - 
Davids activity called only for thoſe of 


= to inſpire him, to redeem his. 


7 Di is celebrated by all hiſtorians, - for | 


| his clemeney; becauſe; hen poſſeſſed: of the 


ſupreme power, he employed it not in the grati- 
fication of his revenge; but received moſt of 
thoſe to mercy, that ſued to him for it: that is, 


_ C2far is celebrated, upon this account, that 


when he had 1 the conſtitution of his 
country, and uſurped upon the liberties of his 


ä 1 citizens, he did not, with their liberties, 


p all that mo of their lives alſo; 
though many hi - David, when he had 


h em the molt — e and moſt unjuſt re- 


lion that ever was raiſed againſt a rightful, a 
lawful, a juſt, a wiſe, and a good king; received 


the whole number of his rebellious Absectst into 


go at . 3 


rom a noble appointment of Pro- 


Wence, und to be) though; occaſionally, actire 
beyond moſt others. Dauids condition of life 


* 
V | 4 | 
* q 
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4 | B 4. the Life of King Ein Davin. 
| lion. Here then is the difference: Geſar- 7 


celebrated for not copying the cruelty of | Marius 
and Sylla; N ION] RR the 


ads a N N de > 
Da vin compred within TOY A 


5 hs ſcenes: of Gabe the elders life 8 
cannot fail to render him an object of the higheſt 
admiration and eſteem, to all that honour true 
fortitude, and true patriotiſm : that particularix 
(after the field of Cannæ)] in which, with a mot 
glorious reſolution, and heroic-ardour of ſoul, | 
he arreſted the deſperate: counſels of ſome of the 
young Roman nobility, who were deliberating 
about deſerting their country; and, with his- 

drawn ſword at their breaſts, forced them nn 88 
ſolemn oath to abide by it, and ſupport it. 

Lux r me but briefly obſerve, that the perſons 
thus influenced by Scipio were young, nob 
and ſufficiently inteteſted in the well- being of 
their country.” And now let the candid reader 
indulge me in recollecting a ſhort. tranſaQion, 0 
already noticed in · the lite of David, wholly 
referring it to his own judgment and ingenuitp, 
to infer and apply, as he thinks proper. 

DAI, driven into exile by the joint in- 
gtatitude and. injuſtice of his country and his 
prince, became the common of the 


diſtrefed, the indebred,” the diſcontemted: "Ana — 
how did he employ. all theſe? Was it in the 
common way of gratifying cher vices, and his 

own 
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tbe threſ hinge robbed: and 
| 2 vengeance®, neglected every ching but 


urged them to this glorious enterptine, 


P R : * * 
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owiv revenge? Quite ochrrwife : his firſt care 
was do place is parents, aud this brethren, — 5 
— protection of dhe hingiof Mocb; and 


_ us ſcasce ove. when the diftreffes of his 


country called for his aid. Keilab was befieged 


by the Philiſtines, the country was ravaged, and 
intent 


of Datu; whilſt Devid;, careleſß of 


bo bn own ſafety, employed his power no other - 


wiſe than in influencing all thoſe ſour and exa(- 
'fpirits; whe had now no „and, 


of 'conſequence;' no intereſt, in the well - being 
of their country, into one common care and 


condoern for its ſafety to tlie doubit danger of 


their own lives from the Philibines before them, 
and Jun behind. Aud therefore, when Devid 
their 


anſwer was very natural: Bebola, we be 
here in Fudabc how much more then, if we'come 
40 Neilab, againſt the armies of the Philiſtines ? 


They were in ſufficient danger from one enemy, 


where they were; and could it be leſs than 
deſperate raſnneſs, to thruſt themſelves between 


two? And yet, notwithſtanding this remon- 


france,” David's influence prevaiſed. And cer- 
tainly nothing but the higheſt veneration of the 


* be; oy boeh, en and W of 


e eee x] 


that attitude, in which he and his army are 
e xxii, 6. Now Saul abolle in Gibeab, 


2 in Remab, baving l ſte ber: hr ale 


eee lere abeitibim/) ee 
1 0 n . 
* % 


B. 4. * W M0 , 
thoir leader, could ſway them to ſo 1 reſa· 
lution, againſt ſuch juſt. fears: nor was their 
iſplaced ey fought, rhey defoated 


country, "; | 
"Hay Decal been da e * whats 
2 iſes had this hy eee | 
been 'peated n odand * | zo | '; 2. 
hs men have ever n way 3 
any act of heruiſm, than dcp by one inſtance 
cf temperance; in abſtaining (in the prime of 
pa youth) from 2 fair captives of great quality, 
| whom the chauer of wat had put into his powers 
and reſtoring her, untouched and unranſomad, 
to a prince, to whom ſhe was affianced. ir 
hath hitherto made no part of Davids praiſe, 
that he treated witk an abſtinence of at 
leaſt oqual Hrtue. Scipjo's policy was concerned 
in dus abſtinence; he gained an alliance of grrat 
conſequence by it: Dauid conſulted no intereſt 
ja his abſtinence, but that of Virtu -- 
S800, ablialned, where gratitude muft make 
kim a friend: David, where" ingraritude had | 
| made him an cnemy. Serrpio fparcd the ſpouſe 
of a young prince, Harlow: heb to diſtraction-: 
in Dauids caſe, it might bo inſiſted, that a hrute, 
and a fool, was incapable of love. The fame - 
compaſſion” and” humanity that pleaded" for rce 
Boring his ſpouſe to Allucio, might Ya 
for not reſtoring Abigail to Nabu. 
I the laſt; place, Alluc ius Pole uni de 
fair, yer not deſirable in the cyes of Scipio: -the 
5 event 
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=” 4 ſhews, that Kita was ry": 
3 | \ amiable in the: eyes of David. T ft + +1315 08 
A one word, policy, humagiey, compaſſion, 
„and it may be, indifference, { pleaded for. the: | 
'| | abſrinence of Sepjoſidury only forthatof Navid,. 
Bo r, after all, it muſt be owned, that there, 
11 oc objection to Dovids character, both in 
point of hamility and patriotiſm; 1 mean, the 
| _ . calamity derived upan his cwuntry. * Nis Win 
nmumbering of the people. 
Moire this the ec of d evimitial wank 
| __ .-(tho' ie might as well have been the effect of true 
piety and gratitude to Go v yet muſt it be 
| allowed, that no vanity could be more natural . 
tothe human heart; no deluſion could be more 
tempting to a man raiſed from obſcurity, than a 
_ deſire of knowing the extent of that royal * 
power, to which he was exalted. And ſhall 
done ttanigreſſipn of this kind impeach a cha- 
- rafter eſtabliſhed by the tenor of life? Gov for- 
Did! Bat, however this may be deemed, by 
ſuperticial and libertine ſpirits, to affect him ig 
| point of humility, the praiſe of his patriotiſm is Es 
undoubtedly raiſed” by it; inaſmuch, as he;evir ; 
| -dently-intended no evil to his people, in that 
account he ordered to be taken of them. Aud, 
e hen he found it came Wer ee dia, wirh a 
tua vii 4: 10- cn 42 
=... ie criminal, ede of Dovid. willy however, / io | 
. N * nion, receive ſome 5 from that S ide he of 
„ "ls ily moved toy choagh Go ov anger kindled- againſt that 
4 people, 2 Sam. XXIV, 1 as their Ares, nſw fins had drawn 
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generofity far tranſcehding that either of 2 De. 
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his whole family alſo; to be devoted to, deſtru - 0 


Aion in their ſtead (2 Sam. xxiv. 17.); And Da: - 
vid ſpake unto the Lord, when be ſaw (he angel 
that ſinote thepegple ; and ſaid, Lo, Thave ſnined, 
and I baye done wickedly ; but theſe fheep, what 
have they dine? Let thine hund, [pray thee, be. 
| againſt me, and agajnſt my father s hen.. 
Uron the Whole, | 
which ſtands ſingle, in the accounts of the warld; ., 
cqually eminent, and unrivall ec. 


4 is à Charactet 


Fon, nat to infilt upon his great perſanal ac. 


compliſnments, fuch as beauty, ſtature, ſtrength, . 
ſwiftneſs, and eloquence; his character is ſuffici- 
ently diſtinguiſhed by the nobleſt qualities, en- 
dowments, and events. eee e 
EXALTED from an humble ſhepherd to a 
mighty monarch, without the leaſt tincture of 
ride,diſdain, or envy ! Quite otherwiſe ; remark- 
ably humble in cxaltation; or gather, humbled _ 
by it! Exalted unenvied! Exalted himſelf, and 
\ , equally exalting the ſtate he ruled; falſing it 
from contempt, poverty, and oppreſſion, ta, 
wealth, dignity, and ſway !,A man experienced 
in every viciſſitude of fortune and life, and equal 
to them all! Throughly tried in adverſity, and 
tempted by ſucceſs! yet ſtill ſuperior! Cruelly 
ang unjuſtly perſecuted ! yet not to be proyoked 
even to juſt revenge! In the ſaddeſt and ſad- 
dieneſt rgverſe of fortune, depreſſed by nothing 
but the remembrance of guilt; and, in conſe- 


Vail Aa __ quengg 
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tady 
Cl , and 4 


bd, What 18 34 rarct, - i 
"ng Jes rok nes magnanimous cngwy! A 
? rde penitent, a divinc muſician, a ſublime poet, 
ee an inſpixed prophet! By birth peaſatir, 

by merit à prince! In youth, A hero; in man- 
- hood, ev th 5 in age, n, 
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to that Practice in the Scr pture of Teſtament. 

8 s Dublinienfss. With a Preface, in which the main 

5 d f the Work is obviated, and the Author's 2 
g it at this Time accounted for. en 


n blue Paper. 
5 2 ſold by Joby Rivington, 


"tk . ; or, Virtue Rewarded. In a Series of familiar Let- 
ters, from a beautiful young Damſel'th her Parents. And after- 
9 * eee 3 | Fa 
ure upon the moſt important and e 8 
—_ Life. In Four Volumes, 900. #Publiſhed in or- n 
to cultivate the Principles of Vir:ue and Religion in the Minds? 
of the Youth of both Sexes. Adorned with Twenty - nine Copper- 


plates 1 and engraved by Mr. Haymas and Mr. Gravelet. 
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